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EPA EXTENDS COMMENT PERIOD POR NEW BEDFORD HARBOR CLEANUP

BOSTON - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has extended

the comment period on the proposed cleanup plan for the estuary,

lower harbor, and Buzzards Bay portion of the New Bedford Harbor
*.

Super fund site.
*

The comment period, previously scheduled to end on June 12, has
been extended for thirty days and will now end on July 13, 1992.
EPA granted the extension in response to a letter from one of the
parties potentially responsible for contamination of the harbor.

is also holding a public hearing to accept comments on the
''cleanup plan on Wednesday, -June 10 at 7:30 pm at the Days Inn on
Hathaway Road in New Bedford. Written comments will be recorded
by a stenographer and considered during the decision making
process. Formal answers to the comments will be included in the
Responsiveness Summary as part of the final Record of Decision.

The cleanup proposal is outlined in two documents, the Proposed
Plan and the Addendum Proposed Plan. The Proposed Plan, released
in January, 1992, explains the various cleanup options for the
entire harbor area excluding the Hot Spot. (The Hot Spot is a
highly contaminated area in the far north end of the harbor for
which a cleanup plan has already been determined) . EPA's
preferred cleanup alternative for the harbor involves dredging
sediment in the harbor with polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)
contamination of over 50 parts per million, an area equal to
roughly 118 -acres, and storing the sediment in on-shore disposal
facilities. The estimated cost for EPA's preferred alternative
is $33,274,000.

The Addendum Proposed Plan, released in Hay, addresses additional
work to be conducted in portions of Upper Buzzards Bay near New
Bedford with PCB contamination levels above 10 parts per million.
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The preferred cleanup alternative for the Buzzards Bay portion of
 
the site involves covering certain contaminated areas with clean
 
sediment and placing other contaminated sediment in an on-shore
 
disposal facility included in the January Proposed Plan. The
 
cost for the additional cleanup in Upper Buzzards Bay is
 
estimated at $9,651,950.
 

The comment period extension applies to both the January Proposed
 
Plan and the May Addendum Proposed Plan and all other documents
 
upon which these proposals are based. Copies of the Proposed
 
Plan and the' Addendum Proposed Plan are available in the
 
information repositories at the New Bedford Free Public Library,
 
the Millicent Public Library in Fairhaven, or by calling (617)
 
565-3423. Written comments on the plan should be mailed,
 
postmarked no later than July 13, to Gayle Carman, (HAN-CAN3),
 
U.S. EPA, JFK Federal Building, Boston, MA 02203
 

The New Bedford Harbor Superfund site encompasses an 18,000 acre
 
area of New Bedford Harbor and parts of Buzzards Bay. The
 
primary contaminants at the site are the result of past disposal
 
of PCB contaminated process wastes from industries along the
 
Acushnet River. In 1977, testing of edible fish tissue revea-led
 
PCB levels in excess of U.S. Food and Drug Administration
 
guidelines. As a result, the Massachusetts Department of Public
 
Health has restricted fishing in areas of New Bedford Harbor and
 
Buzzards Bay. In 1982, EPA added the site to the National
 
Priorities List of hazardous waste sites eligible for Superfund
 
cleanup funds. Massachusetts has designated the New Bedford
 

site as its top priority federal Superfund site.
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