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Introduction 

This Final District Development Action Plan for New Bedford's Upper Harbor has been prepared to 

guide the implementation of the planning vision established for the district as expressed in the Upper 

Harbor Vision Plan that began with a community workshop in February 2008 that attracted more 

than 160 participants. Facilitated by planning consultant Goody Clancy, the goal of the process was to 

engage a broad range of stakeholders to create a unified community-based "vision" for the future of 

the Upper Harbor area, stretching from Fairhaven Mills north to the Wood Street bridge and 

from Acushnet Avenue east to the river's edge. 

Key recommendations of the plan included an emphasis on public access to and along the riverfront, 

facade and streetscape improvements along Acushnet Avenue, and community-appropriate 

redevelopment of underutilized mill buildings along the Acushnet River. 

Additional input to the planning process was collected during a series of community input meetings 

held over the summer of 2008, and recently completed survey work of the river walk area. 

Using the eight primary objectives from the vision plan, this action plan lays out a series of short-, 

medium-, and long-term actions to be undertaken by a number of entities including the City of New 

Bedford, the New Bedford Economic Development Council (NBEDC), and others. 

Short term actions are defined as those that can be reasonably implemented within a three year 

timeframe, or by 2011. In many instances, these short-term recommendations are already underway 

or completed and therefore designated in the plan with a checkmark ("0"). Medium term actions are 

defined as actions that can be completed within a four to ten year timeframe. Long term actions will 

likely require in excess of 10 years to accomplish. 

Likely responsible parties and estimated costs have been identified for each task. In instances where 

a task will be managed by an existing City of New Bedford department as part of its regular 

responsibilities, no additional costs are shown. In all cases, every effort has been made to push any 

new staffing requirements into the "long term" category. It is expected that many of these 

recommended actions will need to be accomplished in the near and medium term by dedicated 

volunteer groups. 

Final District Development Action Plan for New Bedford's Upper Harbor 1 
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Our Vision for New Bedford’s Upper Harbor 
is to connect people to a cleaned-up Acushnet 
River and waterfront while celebrating cultural 
and historic heritage and strengthening Upper 
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Harbor neighborhoods and businesses. 

n Bring people to the river by creating a boathouse, 
riverwalk, view corridors, access points, and river 
activities. 

n Preserve and promote historic and cultural heritage 
by adaptive reuse of historic mills and other 
buildings, creating a heritage trail that tells the 
story of the Upper Harbor, and enhancing cultural 
traditions with water connections. 

n Strengthen Acushnet Avenue as a vital commercial 
street by enhancing walkability, joint promotions, 
and connecting it to waterfront activities. 

n Enhance and support neighborhood life through 
police and security improvements, housing and 
streetscape improvements, youth activities. 

n Attract new residential and job-creating investment 
to the mill corridor. 

Strengthen Acushnet Avenue as a vital 
commercial corridor 
Redesign the avenue to emphasize its character as an international marketplace 
n Organize a merchants’ association or “Main Streets” program to encourage business 

collaboration for joint marketing and improvements 
n Support businesses that will help expand work options for local residents 
n Improve storefronts and façades, particularly the historic buildings from Eugenia 

Street to Davis Street, using community development funds 
n Require parking to be located at the side or rear of new buildings to promote a higher 

quality pedestrian-oriented environment 
n Identify a location for a public parking lot to help support business activity along the 

corridor 
n Investigate providing additional bus service throughout the community, particularly 

along Acushnet Avenue 

Improve the streetscape on 
“riverview streets” that connect 
the neighborhood to the River 
Designation of a few streets as primary connectors to 
the river will make river access visibile to Acushnet 
Avenue visitors and to neighborhood residents: 

n Use simple signage or banners to identify streets that lead 
to river access points, with future plans for streetscape 
improvements. 

n Focus first on a few key streets, such as Sawyer Street, 
Hathaway Street and Howard Avenue. 

Create an Upper Harbor Heritage Trail 
Tell the story of the Upper Harbor Neighborhood with a heritage 
walking trail: 

n Identify key buildings and sites of historic and cultural interest to be 
linked by the trail, such as the mills, churches, the Feast, the Museum of 
Madeiran History, and the first settlement site of New Bedford on the river 
near Wood Street. 

n Create a map of the trail with descriptions of significant sites and identify 
the sites with interpretive signs. 

n Create a neighborhood-based Upper Harbor Walking Club to promote the 
Heritage Trail and increase public health, seeking funds from public health 
foundations and similar sources to help support creation of the trail and 
the walking club. 

Draw people to the river 
with programs and events 
The Feast already brings thousands of people 
to the neighborhood annually. Draw them to the 
river at other times with fun and exciting activities: 

n Host free outdoor movie screenings, concerts, 
festivals, a farmers’ market, and other events 
in Riverside Park and other riverfront areas. 

n Encourage extension of the Feast activities to 
the mills and the river. 

n Develop programs for children and youth focused 
on local history and the Upper Harbor environment. 

n Install “RiverCams”—video cameras with live video 
feeds to the internet—at activity points on the river 
for security and to raise awareness about the river. 

Continue community-building 
investment in the Riverside 
Park neighborhood 
The City has designated this area as part of a 
North End Community Development Target Area 
to fund storefront upgrades, housing rehabilitation, 
and infrastructure improvements. Other needed 
neighborhood stabilization efforts include: 

n Initiatives to improve real and perceived security, such 
as community policing, enhanced lighting, and youth 
programs. 

Create the Acushnet Riverwalk for public river access from Coggeshall 
Street to Tarkiln Hill Road 
Work with the City and property owners to establish a 
continuous Riverwalk: 

n Create a wide river promenade and associated amenities 
– viewing areas, open spaces, natural shoreline plantings, etc. 

n Work cooperatively with property owners to provide river access. 
n Identify potential early segments – demonstration projects. 
n Secure public easements as part of Chapter 91 compliance. 
n Identify and secure funding for design and construction. 
n Over the long term, work with the Towns of Fairhaven and 

Acushnet to extend a Riverwalk loop to the other side of the 
river via Howland Road and Slocum Street. 

Create a Community Boathouse and other opportunities 
for water-oriented activities 
Plan for water activities as the river cleanup 
moves towards completion: 

n Build a boathouse and ramp (initial phase could 
include walk access only) at Riverside Park. 

n Develop a rowing and boating program. 
n Establish new parkland, public amenities and a 

public launch site for kayaks and canoes at the 
City-owned Reliable Truss property. 

n Organize river races, catch and release fishing, 
and volunteer water stewardship activities. 

Attract new investment to the historic mill corridor 
Create a plan and investment strategy for the mill corridor to preserve and create jobs, add add complementary new 
uses, identify public infrastructure and amenity improvements, and secure riverfront access – high priorities include: 

n Ensure the protection of the Coalition for Buzzards Bay building by 
identifying an appropriate new user when the Coalition leaves the 
building. 

n Encourage the adaptive reuse of the Cliftex buildings, including 
exploration of the potential to create a visual connection to the 
river from the neighborhood through the building. 

n Build on the existing Whaler’s Cove and Whaler’s Place redevelopment 
by exploring residential redevelopment opportunities nearby. 

n Find interim uses for vacant sites, such as event parking, farmers’ 
markets, community gardens, or other community uses, taking 
appropriate measures, such as site clean up and fencing for interim uses. 

n Identify a relocation site for the junkyard and, in the short term, work with 
property owners to screen it with walls suitable for murals or plantings. 

n Invest in public realm improvements. 
n Consider creating a District Improvement Financing area to 

support public improvements. 

This distinct arch serves as a gateway to 
Federal Hill in Providence, RI. 

Come Down to the River! – Our Community’s Vision for the New Bedford Upper Harbor
 



      
   

   
    

  
    

    
   

   
     

    
     

      
  

   
     
    

      
   

   
     

     
   

   
    
    

    

  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 		

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	

	 		 	 	 	

 

 
 

 

	 	 	

 
 

 
 

	 	 	 	

 
 
 
 
 
 

  	

  	

  	

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  

	 	 	 	 	

 
 

 
 

	 	 	 	 	

 

 

 

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	
	

	 	 	 	 		
	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

The City of New Bedford and the 
New Bedford Economic Development 
Council, assisted by planners 
from Goody Clancy, sponsored a 
Community Visioning Workshop 
focused on New Bedford’s Upper 
Harbor on February 16th, 2008. 
The Joseph Abboud Manufacturing 
Corporation made its cafeteria 
available for the event. This poster 
documents the workshop and the 
vision that emerged from a day 
of work by over 60 New Bedford 
residents and leaders. 

Community members approved the 
Vision Plan in three public meetings 
during the summer 2008, focusing 
especially on access to the river and 
developing Acushnet Avenue as 
an international marketplace. (The 
meetings are documented in City of 
New Bedford, Upper Harbor Vision Plan 
Community Meetings, summer 2008.) 

Funded by MassDevelopment 
and the Garfield Foundation 
with assistance from the 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. 

Strengthening the Upper Harbor: 
Improving connections to the Acushnet River and 
preserving the community’s rich cultural heritage 

[ 

Study
Area 

New Bedford Upper Harbor 
Community Visioning Workshop 

Early Action Initiatives 
n Create the Upper Harbor Heritage Trail 

by connecting a variety of landmarks and 
important institutions with Riverside and 
Brooklawn parks with interpretive signage 
and public art 

n Create a map of the Trail that incorporates 
the history of the community, the River, 
and a variety of landmarks and important 
institutions 

n Create the Upper Harbor Walking Club, 
possibly run by the Parks Department, to 
promote the Heritage Trail, increase public 
health, and increase public education 

n Work with property owners to construct 
Phase I of the Acushnet Riverwalk between 
Coffin Avenue and Hathaway Street 

n Create an Acushnet Avenue Corridor Plan 
to strengthen its identity, appearance, 
and character 

n Create two public access points to the River 
behind the Coalition for Buzzards Bay 
building and at the end of Howard Avenue 

n Install “River-Cams” (cameras with live 
video feeds to the internet) at the two 
priority access points to the River and at 
Riverside Park 

n Work with property owners to screen the 
junk yard from the neighborhood through 
the use of mural and/or ivy covered walls 

n Host free festivals, movie screenings, and 
farmers’ markets—short-term projects 
that could help give the redevelopment 
momentum 

Building the Vision
�
THE PlACE 
The study area for the New Bedford Upper Harbor Community 
Visioning Workshop is bounded at the south by I-195, at the west 
by Acushnet Avenue, at the north by Wood Street, and at the east 
by the Acushnet River. It can be divided into three distinct zones: 
•	 A waterfront zone comprised of both valuable underutilized 

land and historically significant mill buildings that limit physical 
and visual connections to the waterfront from the neighborhood 
to the west 

•	 A culturally rich commercial corridor with community centered 
businesses along Acushnet Avenue 

•	 A residential zone that lacks connections to the many 
wonderful existing assets within the community 

AssETs 
•	 Brooklawn Park and Riverside Park 
•	 The Acushnet Avenue commercial area 
•	 Diverse neighborhoods 
•	 Numerous schools and churches 
•	 Museum of Madeiran Heritage 
•	 The site of the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament and other 

Portuguese cultural traditions 
•	 Historic mill buildings 
•	 The Acushnet River itself 
•	 Thriving manufacturing in some mill buildings 
•	 Successful adaptive reuse in some mill buildings 
•	 Three Portuguese social clubs 

IssUEs 
•	 Vacant or underutilized land along Belleville Avenue 
•	 Vacant historic mill buildings 
•	 Continuing periodic dredging for environmental clean-up of river 
•	 Neighborhood-incompatible uses, such as a junkyard 
•	 Historic storefront facades covered with newer, less attractive 

materials 
•	 Parking lots in front of newer businesses detract from pedestrian 

experience along sidewalks 
•	 Need to accommodate festival and business parking 
•	 Concerns about gangs and crime in some parts of the 

neighborhood 

THEMES FOR THE VISION
�

Group 1: Jobs and Small Business 
This group was keenly interested in building on the area’s rich 
cultural heritage. Ideas that emerged from this group included: 
•	 Business collaboration and the organization of a business 

association 
•	 Expanding festival areas towards the River 
•	 Educational opportunities and government programs to keep 

talented people and businesses from leaving the area 
•	 Resolving transportation access from Interstate 195 to Belleville 

Avenue, and for a “gateway” experience to create a better draw 
into the area 

Group 2: Waterfront Access 
Priorities for the group included: 
•	 Improving access and views to the water 
•	 Enhancing connections to existing neighborhood assets, especially 

Riverside Park and local schools 
•	 Promoting pedestrian, bicycle and bus routes 
•	 Connecting to Hicks-Logan and points south 

Group 3: Environmental Issues 
This group focused on cleaning up the existing polluted conditions 
in the River and creating new, attractive environmentally-themed 
destinations: 
•	 Prioritize cleaning the contaminated water of the Acushnet River 
•	 Clean the littered streets 
•	 Improve public safety 
•	 Create publicly accessible landscaped areas along a Riverwalk 
•	 Create community gardens 
•	 Enhance both views and access to the Acushnet River by punching 

holes through the underutilized waterfront mill buildings 

THE WORKsHOP 
The workshop event included analysis maps of the area, a brief 
presentation by the Goody Clancy planning team, and two 
sessions of small group activities. A week before the workshop, 
the planning team met with a focus group of local residents, city 
officials, and staff to identify a set of themes for the first round of 
small group discussions. 

Five small groups discussed these themes in a morning session. 
In the afternoon participants worked in three groups to create 
visions for the Upper Harbor area by working with maps and 
markers and focusing on improving connections between 
the waterfront, the surrounding neighborhood, and Acushnet 
Avenue. These visions were presented to the larger group at the 
end of the day. The common priorities and elements from these 
visions provided the basis for the final Vision Plan. The findings 
are summarized below: 

Group 4: Historic Character and Reuse 
Themes that emerged from this group included: 
•	 Document and inventory historic structures 
•	 Create programs to educate children and the public on the historic 

importance of the Upper Harbor 
•	 Determine whether historic storefront facades could be restored 
•	 Determine best opportunities for underutilized mill buildings 

Group 5: Recreation and Special Events 
Special events are an immediate way to inspire change and interest 
in the area. Ideas that emerged from the discussion include: 
•	 Year-round activities to draw people together, such as free festivals, 

movie screenings, and farmers’ markets 
•	 Strengthen access and views to the waterfront and a naturalized 

coastline 
•	 Improve directional signage to events and areas of interest within 

the Upper Harbor 

PRIORITIES FOR THE VISION PLAN
�
Group 1 - Key priorities: 
•	 Create a pilot site for public waterfront access and 

events behind the Coalition for Buzzards Bay building 
with appropriate signage and cameras for safety 

•	 Increase signage along key east-west connector streets 
•	 Obtain the easements needed to gain public access to 

the River at key points and to create a riverwalk 
•	 Create a pilot access point to the River at Howard Avenue 
•	 Provide additional bus service throughout the neighborhood, 

especially along Acushnet Avenue 
•	 Improve Acushnet Avenue between Coggeshall and 

Phillips streets with Community Development Block 
Grant funds for façade improvements, streetscape 
enhancements, and crosswalks 

•	 Initiate an “eyes on the water” web-cam program 
to increase safety 

•	 Improve housing 
•	 Strengthen the connection between Brooklawn 

and Riverside parks 

Group 2 - Key priorities: 
•	 Identify and gain easements to create a recreational “loop” 

around both sides of the river 
•	 Enhance Hathaway Street from Acushnet Avenue to the 

River, Howard Avenue, and the River’s edge 
•	 Create an educational cluster in the Coffin Avenue area 
•	 Create public facilities, a police sub-station, and an 

information center at Riverside Park 

Group 3 - Key priorities: 
•	 Create a plan for a riverwalk and secure funding 
•	 Secure funding to build a dock at the end of Sawyer Street 
•	 Continue the City’s strong effort to stabilize the area 

between Sawyer and Nye streets to eventually accommodate 
a walking loop and streetscape improvements 

•	 Create a safe, structured after school activity for the youth 
•	 Create a map and walking trail that incorporate the history 

of the neighborhood, the River, a variety of landmarks, and 
restaurants 

•	 Create a plan for the future use of the Coalition for Buzzards 
Bay building 

Goody Clancy • 2008
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Objective #1: Community Boathouse 

Create a Community Boathouse and additional opportunities for water-oriented activities as the river 

cleanup moves towards completion. 

Short Term Actions 

o 	 Establish a volunteer steering committee for the Community Boathouse. The steering 

committee will advise the City of New Bedford on the practical matters of designing, 

constructing, and operating a boathouse and associated rowing programs as well as 

fundraising and lobbying. 

Lead Role ................................................ New Bedford Economic Development Council (NBEDC) 


Estimated Cost..................................................................................................................................................NjA 


Engage an environmental consulting firm to assess the feasibility of establishing a 

community rowing program with a supporting facility along the Upper Acushnet. The 

study will assess existing conditions, determine actions needed to create a rowing 

course in an expeditious manner, and gather data on potential health hazards. 

Lead Role .................................... NBEDC or New Bedford Harbor Development Commission (HDC) 


Estimated Cost...................................................................................................................................................$30,000 


Prepare a preliminary architectural concept for the Community Boathouse, launching 

ramp, and dock, for both project planning and publicity and fundraising purposes. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................... NBEDC 

Estimated Cost.................................................... NjA (pro bono design by MIT Architecture students) 

Complete preliminary design for the dredging of the rowing course, turning basin, and 

area in front of the Community Boathouse. 

Lead Role .........................................................................................................................................NBEDC and HDC 


Estimated Cost................................................................................................................................................ $25,000 


Coordinate with the developer of the Fairhaven Mills property and other adjacent 

landowners to ensure that sufficient acreage is provided for a boathouse and associated 

parking, as well as adequate access and provision for utility connections. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................. NBEDC 


Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NA 
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Apply to the Seaport Council for access to Harbor Trust Funds (set aside by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during Superfund Cleanup) to fund 

infrastructure improvements associated with the rowing course. Also, through the 

steering committee, commence an aggressive fundraising process targeted at high net 

worth individuals residing in the South Coast area, on a permanent or seasonal basis. 

The campaign should also reach out to local businesses (specifically any new businesses 

located in the Fairhaven Mills redevelopment), private schools, colleges, and 

universities. 

Lead Role .........................................................................................................................................NBEDC and HDC 


Estimated Cost.................................................................................................................. NjA (volunteer labor) 


Investigate potential collaboration with entities including the Mass Sports Partnership 

to provide funding for marketing and event planning. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................. NBEDC 


Estimated Cost.........................................................................................................................................................NjA 


Commission a concept plan to investigate the feasibility of utilizing the City-owned 

Reliable Truss property as a public launch site for kayaks and canoes. The site should 

also be a northern anchor to the Riverwalk, with attractive open spaces, amenities such 

as picnic tables and restrooms, and adequate parking. 

Lead Role ............................. Planning Department & Department ofPublic Infrastructure (DPI) 


Estimated Cost................................................................................................................................................ $50,000 


Secure funding to plan and redevelop the Reliable Truss site. To date, the City has 

received $240,000 for site cleanup that must be spent by September 2009. The City has 

also received $195,000 for the restoration of a half acre of salt marsh and a $500,000 

PARC grant. Construction of the park concept plan is estimated to be $900,000. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................... NBEDC 

Estimated Cost................................................................................................................................................ $900,000 

D 	 Schedule an initial invitational "soft launch" rowing event for Fall, 2009. The event will 

feature local college, high school, and rowing clubs and is intended to be a 

demonstration event that can also serve as preparation prior to teams entering in the 

Head of the Charles. The goal of this event is to introduce the public to see what rowing 

in the Upper Harbor could be like. The soft launch event will make use of temporary 

shoreside facilities. 

Lead Role .................................................................................. Community Boathouse Steering Committee 

Estimated Cost........................................................................... NjA (volunteer labor, donated materials) 
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D 	 Plan an invitational "hard launch" event with similar temporary logistics as the soft 

launch. The additional time to plan the event will allow for a more structured race 

format to be developed. This event will allow the public to witness what future regattas 

may offer in the future. 

Lead Role .................................................................................. Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ........................................................................... N/A (volunteer labor, donated materials) 


Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Commission schematic-level architectural plans for the Community Boathouse. Take 

advantage of the possibility of pro bono or discounted design services through the 

Steering Committee, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and/or other 

connections. 

Lead Role ........................................................ NBEDC and Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ...................................................................................................................................................$40,000 


D 	 Assuming availability of funding and/or additional pro bono or discounted design 

services, continue to advance the Community Boathouse design through design 

development and into construction drawings. 

Lead Role ......................................................NBEDC and Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ................................................................................................................................................ $40,000 


D 	 Again assuming a successful fundraising process, secure needed permits and commence 

construction of the Community Boathouse and associated site improvements. Phase the 

project as necessary to conform to current and anticipated funding availability. For 

example, a floating ramp may not be necessary at first. 

Lead Role ......................................................NBEDC and Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ..............................................................................................................................................$800,000 


D 	 Coinciding with the opening of the Community Boathouse, work with the Steering 

Committee and volunteers to kick off a full program of classes and lessons for children 

and adults. 

Lead Role ................................................................................ Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................ TBD 


Long Term Actions 

D 	 Through continued fundraising, seek to re-establish the Community Boathouse a self­

sufficient non-profit entity, not dependent on the City for operating funds. The 

Community Boathouse will continue to evolve, offering a broader range of programs to a 
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wider audience and potentially employing a full-time boathouse manager. 

Lead Role ................................................................................. Community Boathouse Steering Committee 


Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 
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Objective #2: Acushnet Riverwalk 

Create a continuous Acushnet Riverwalk for public access along the river from Coggeshall Street to 

Tarkiln Hill Road. Work with the City and property owners to establish a continuous Riverwalk: 

Short Term Actions 

D 	 Commission an engineering study to identify alternative a preferred alignment for the 

Riverwalk, taking into account factors such as shoreline conditions and Chapter 91 

(Tidelands Act), Where existing conditions would prohibit development of the 

riverwalk, identify alternative solutions such as boardwalks, cantilevered walkways, 

through-building connections, etc. Identify potential Riverwalk segments for "early 

action" demonstration projects. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ................................................................................................................................................ $100,000 

D 	 Monitor development activity and property transactions along the Upper Acushnet. 

Where the City has leverage, strongly encourage property owners and/or developers to 

provide public access easements along the waterfront and, if feasible, additional funding 

for land acquisition and construction. The Commonwealth's Chapter 91 regulations 

strongly encourage public access along the waterfront. The City should be sure to 

coordinate with regulators at Coastal Zone Management (CZM) to ensure that 

appropriate access is granted. The City's priority should be on connecting the early 

action segments to each other. 

Lead Role ...................................................................................................... NBEDC and Planning Department 


Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 


D 	 Seek out potential funding sources for design and construction, including PWED, CDAG, 

MORE Jobs, and I-Cubed funding through the Commonwealth. 

Lead Role ....................................................................................................NBED C and Planning Department 


Estimated Cost .........................................................................................................................................................NjA 
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Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Engage a multi-disciplinary team to design the Riverwalk in the preferred alignment, 

with the goal of creating a wide river promenade and associated amenities including 

viewing areas, open spaces, pavilions, natural shoreline plantings, etc. The design must 

be modular in order to accommodate interim conditions when access may not be 

available across all riverfront properties. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ................................................................................................................................................ $250,000 

D 	 Commence construction of "demonstration" segments of the Riverwalk, with the 

primary goal of providing for east-west public access across riverfront parcels, allowing 

the community to access the river in a safe manner. 

Lead Role ...................................................................................................................Planning Department & DPI 


Estimated Cost ..................................................... Approx. $1,000,000 (2,000 feet@ $50Ojlinear foot) 


Long Term Actions 

D 	 Construct balance of Riverwalk (approximately three miles of paved right-of-way with 

amenities and electrical utilities) as the City secures appropriate easements. 

Lead Role ...................................................................................................................Planning Department & DPI 


Estimated Cost ...................................................Approx. $7,500,000 (15,000 feet @ $50Ojlinear foot) 


D 	 Work with the Towns of Fairhaven and Acushnet to extend a Riverwalk loop to the other 

side of the river via Howland Road and Slocum Street. 

Lead Role ............ Mayor's Office, Planning Department, Town ofFairhaven, Town ofAcushnet 


Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... TBD 
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Objective #3: Investment in the Mill Corridor 

Create a plan and investment strategy for the mill corridor to preserve and create jobs, add 

complementary new uses, identify public infrastructure and amenity improvements, and secure 

riverfront access. 

Short Term Actions 

o Publicize available public and privately-owned sites within the district. Building off of 

the success of the Historic Mill Inventoryl compiled by City Planning and the NBEDC, 

continue to serve as a clearing house for information on district properties. Bring 

together property owners with potential tenants and developers. Specifically target the 

building soon to be vacated by the Coalition for Buzzards Bay for an intensive marketing 

effort. 

Lead Role .......................................................................................................................................................... NBEDC 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Enact an Interim Planning Overlay District eIPOD) for the riverfront district. The 

purpose of the IPOD is to "to regulate redevelopment in the Upper Harbor District to 

permit the City of New Bedford adequate time to implement new permanent zoning 

regulations consistent with the Upper Harbor District Plan". 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Engage an environmental firm to undertake site-specific environmental assessments to 

determine in a general manner what level of remediation is required and at what cost, 

similar to the work done in recent years for the Aerovox site. Other key sites for 

investigation include the Cliftex buildings and the Star Plating site. The full cooperation 

of building owners will be crucial in gaining access. Consider a proactive negotiating 

approach and attempt to identify "win-win" solutions where possible. Include issue of 

public access in all discussions with property owners. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ..................................................................................................................................$40,000 per site 

D Develop a comprehensive analysis of existing zoning along the river, with an emphasis 

on tailoring allowed uses to co-exist with environmental conditions and/or remediation 

1 http://www.ci.new-bedford.ma.us/planning/N B_Milil nventoryOS. pdf 
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actions. Identify relevant case studies from other cities where waterfront mill structures 

were redeveloped. Propose a new zoning district for the riverfront area with 

appropriate standards for use, density, and public access, among other issues (taking 

into account the findings of any new environmental studies). The goal of the new zoning 

is to encourage "economic revitalization by retaining existing, and attracting new, 

sustainable businesses into the District, maintaining the historic character of the 

District, creating a mixed-use district as a new destination within the City, removing 

blighted buildings to improve the appearance of the Project Area, better utilization of 

the waterfront and public access to the Acushnet River, improvement of internal 

circulation and connections to surrounding neighborhoods, and expansion of public 

open spaces and community resources within the Project Area". Consider allowing a 

range of appropriate "interim uses" for underutilized parcels awaiting redevelopment, 

including event parking, farmers' markets, community gardens, or other community 

uses. Submit proposed zoning changes to the Planning Board and City Council for 

approval and ratification. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 


Estimated Cost...................................................................................................................................................$60,000 


D 	 Simultaneously with the zoning review, develop a program of appropriate public realm 

improvements for the district. Identify access deficiencies (pedestrian, bicycle, and 

vehicular) and propose appropriate improvements, specifically addressing potential 

locations for new public access to the riverfront alongside or through existing 

structures, potentially including selective demolition to open up important view 

corridors. The Cliftex structures are of particular interest in this respect. 

Lead Role .............................................................................................................................. Planning Department 

Estimated Cost................................................................................................................................................ $40,000 

D 	 Reach out to the owners of the junkyard to commence a dialogue about potential 

relocation. In the short term, work with property owners to screen it with walls suitable 

for murals or plantings. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................... NBEDC 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 
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Mid Term Actions 

D Consider implementing a District Improvement Finance eDIF) mechanism to ensure that 

the district is appropriately maintained going forward. A DIF operates by collecting a fee 

from the businesses benefitting from its services. Eventually, a DIF could take over event 

programming for the waterfront from the City's Recreation Department. 

Lead Role .............................................................................................................................. NBEDC &City Planning 

Estimated Cost.............................................................. $20,000 (DIF-related consulting and legalfees) 
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Objective #4: Acushnet Avenue 

Strengthen AcushnetAvenue as a vital commercial corridor. 

Short Term Actions 

D Consider establishing an Acushnet Avenue BID or Main Street form of organization 

(either as a stand-alone organization or the offshoot of an existing organization) to serve 

as an advocate for neighborhood businesses and to encourage collaboration between 

businesses for joint marketing and improvements. Seek grant funding to offset start-up 

costs with the medium-term goal of making the entity a dues collecting, self-sustaining 

non-profit. A key goal of the association should be to support businesses that will help 

expand employment options for local residents. 

Lead Role .......................................................... Office ofHousing & Community Development (OHCD) 

Estimated Cost .........................................................................................................................................................NjA 

D Commission a planning-level corridor study for Acushnet Avenue, focusing on 

streetscape improvements (paving, curb treatments, street lighting, seating, open space 

areas, etc.), fa<;:ade improvements, and potential strategies to provide additional parking. 

The study should identify one or more optimal locations for new public parking areas. 

Streetscape and fa<;:ade design guidelines should emphasize the "international market" 

concept, should it be embraced by the business community. 

Lead Role ...................................................................................................... NBEDC and Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ...................................................................................................................................................$40,000 

D Work with the City of New Bedford's Community Development Department to 

implement the City's existing fa<;:ade improvement program for commercial and mixed­

use buildings in the neighborhood, with a focus on the historic buildings between 

Eugenia Street and Davis Street. 

Lead Role .................................................................................................................................................................. OHCD 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Coordinate with the Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SRTA) to provide 

enhanced bus service to and along the Acushnet Avenue corridor with potential 

connections direct to the downtown, better serving residents, customers, and 

employees. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 
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D 	 Prepare zoning language requiring the provision of a majority of on-site parking behind 

and along side new buildings, instead of in large lots along the frontage, thereby 

preserving a high-quality pedestrian environment. Encourage connections between rear 

lots to provide for secondary circulation. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Secure funding for the construction of streetscape improvements and new parking 

area(s) described in the Acushnet Avenue Corridor Study through existing programs 

such as Public Works ED, Community Development Action Grants, or the Economic 

Development Agency. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D 	 Commission construction documents for streetscape improvements and new parking 

area(s). Secure necessary permits and approvals. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost................................................................................................................................................ $340,000 

D 	 Bid construction of the streetscape improvements and new parking area(s). If not 

already owned by the City of New Bedford, secure control of land proposed for new 

parking lots in the Acushnet Avenue Corridor Study. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................ Planning Department 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................ $3,400,000 (exclusive ofland costs) 

Long Term Actions 

D 	 Transition the BID or Main Street organization to a full-time, professionally-managed, 

self-sustaining non-profit entity (potentially a Business Improvement District). Broaden 

scope of activities in response to neighborhood needs. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................................... NBEDC 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... TBD 

D 	 Depending on needs, identify locations for additional parking areas. 

Lead Role ...................................................................................................................................................................... TBD 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... TBD 
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Objective #5: Designate Riverview Streets 

Improve the streetscape on "riverview streets" that connect the neighborhood to the River. Designation 

ofa few streets as primary connectors to the river will make river access visible to Acushnet Avenue 

visitors and to neighborhood residents. 

Short Term Actions 

D 	 Work with the City of New Bedford's Highway Division to identify cost-efficient and 

immediate ways to delineate the three key riverview roads: Sawyer Street, Hathaway 

Street, and Howard Avenue. Consider replacing/supplementing yellow road striping 

with reflective light blue striping. If funding is available, add banners and/or signage at 

strategic intersections. 

Lead Role ............................................................................................................................................. NBEDC and DPI 

Estimated Cost ...................................................................................................................................................$20,000 

Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Work with the DP] and an urban design or landscape architecture firm to develop and 

implement a set of streetscape standards for the riverview roads. Consider expanding 

streetscape treatment to additional public ways. 

Lead Role .......................................................................................................................................... NBEDC and DPI 

Estimated Cost ................................................................................................................................................ $40,000 
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Objective #6: Programs and Events 

Draw people to the river with programs and events. The Feast already brings thousands ofpeople to the 

neighborhood annually. Draw them to the river at other times with fun and exciting activities. 

Short Term Actions 

D Organize an association of property owners from the riverfront area to encourage 

collaboration between businesses for joint marketing and improvements. Seek grant 

funding to offset start-up costs with the long-term goal of making the entity a dues 

collecting, self-sustaining non-profit. A key goal of the association should be to draw 

people to the river and to encourage businesses that will help expand employment 

options for local residents. 

Lead Role ......................................................................................................... Office ofTourism and Marketing 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Explore the possibility of hosting free outdoor movie screenings, concerts, festivals, a 

farmers' market, and other events in Riverside Park and other riverfront areas. Identify 

local businesses to sponsor events. 

Lead Role ......................................................................................................... Office ofTourism and Marketing 

Estimated Cost ......................................................... $10,000 per event (sponsored by local businesses) 

D Work with the organizers of the Feastto encourage extension of Feast activities to the 

mills and the riverfront. Held just blocks from the river, the Feast could be the most 

effective way to introduce the Riverwalk and other amenities to thousands of New 

Bedford and regional residents. 

Lead Role ..................................................................... Office ofTourism and Marketing & Mayor's Office 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Work with local property owners to install "RiverCams" -video cameras with live video 

feeds to the internet-at activity points on the river to raise awareness about the river. 

Lead Role ..................................................... Planning Department & New Bedford Police Department 


Estimated Cost .......................................................................................... NjA (provided by property owner) 
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D 	 Pending availability of funds, develop programs for children and youth focused on local 

history and the Upper Harbor environment. 

Lead Role ............................................... Parks & Recreation Department with Planning Department 


Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... TBD 


Long Term Actions 

D 	 Should redevelopment activities create a substantial critical mass of businesses along 

the river, consider converting the property owners' association into a Business 

Improvement District (BID) with professional staff. 

Lead Role ........................................................................................................... NBEDC & Planning Department 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... TBD 
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Objective #7: Community Stabilization 

Continue community-building investment in the Riverside Park neighborhood 

The City has designated this area as part ofa North End Community Development 

Short Term Actions 

D As part of the City of New Bedford's forthcoming master planning process, conduct a 

community-focused charette/listening session with the Riverside Park neighborhood to 

identify key areas of concern. Develop a simple concept plan showing proposed 

improvements. 

Lead Role .................................................................................................................................................................. OHCD 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Leverage existing Community Development programs including storefront upgrade, 

housing rehabilitation and infrastructure in a focused manner to create immediate 

improvement. 

Lead Role .................................................................................................................................................................. OHCD 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

D Work with other City departments including the Police Department and Recreation to 

address concerns regarding public safety and lack of youth activities. 

Lead Role ................................................ OHCD, New Bedford Police Department, Parks &Recreation 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 

Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Continue to check in with the neighborhood an at least a semi-annual basis. Strive to 

make the neighborhood a part of improvements in the surrounding areas (Acushnet 

Avenue and the Riverfront) through focused employment programs. 

Lead Role .................................................................................................................................................................. OHCD 

Estimated Cost........................................................................................................................................................... NjA 
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Objective #8: Upper Harbor Heritage Trail 

Tell the story of the Upper Harbor Neighborhood with a heritage walking trail. 

Short Term Actions 

D 	 Identify key buildings and sites of historic and cultural interest to be linked by the trail, 

such as the mills, churches, the Feast, the Museum of Madeiran History, and the first 

settlement site of New Bedford on the river near Wood Street. Seek grant funding from 

the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) to fund the inventorying process 

and/or volunteer labor from New Bedford based historic groups. 

Lead Role ........................................................... Planning Department (Historic Preservation Planner) 


Estimated Cost ..................................................................................................................................................... $5,000 


D 	 Create a map of the trail with descriptions of significant sites and identify the sites with 

interpretive signs. Work with the National Park Service in New Bedford to explore 

options for the creation of the map. 

Lead Role ........................................................... Planning Department (Historic Preservation Planner) 


Estimated Cost ..................................................................... $1 0,000 (primarily for interpretive signage) 


Medium Term Actions 

D 	 Create a neighborhood-based Upper Harbor Walking Club to promote the Heritage Trail 

and increase public health, seeking funds from public health foundations and similar 

sources to help support creation of the trail and the walking club. 

Lead Role ................................................................................................................................................................... TBD 

Estimated Cost ........................................................................................................................................................ TBD 
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Appendix A: 

Draft Interim Planning 
Overlay District 



CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

In the Year Two Thousand and Eight 

AN ORDINANCE 

RELATIVE TO 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of New Bedford that the Revised 
Ordinances of the City of New Bedford are hereby further amended by adding the 
following Section 4610 Upper Harbor District Interim Planning Overlay District to 
the Zoning laws of the City of New Bedford. 

4610 Upper Harbor District Interim Planning Overlay District (UH IPOD) 

4620 Statement of Purpose 
An Interim Planning Overlay District (IPOD) is established to regulate 
redevelopment in the Upper Harbor District to permit the City of New Bedford 
adequate time to implement new permanent zoning regulations consistent with the 
Upper Harbor District Plan, which was adopted by the Planning Board on XX. 

These changes will assist the City in generating economic revitalization by retaining 
existing, and attracting new, sustainable businesses into the District, maintaining 
the historic character of the District, creating a mixed-use district as a new 
destination within the City, removing blighted buildings to improve the appearance 
of the Project Area, better utilization of the waterfront and public access to the 
Acushnet River, improvement of internal circulation and connections to 
surrounding neighborhoods, and expansion of public open spaces and community 
resources within the Project Area. 

4630 UH IPOD Boundaries 
The boundary of the UH IPOD is shown on the City of New Bedford Zoning Map, 
which map is hereby incorporated and made part of this ordinance. 

4640 Relationship to Existing Zoning 

4641 Generally. The UH IPOD zoning regulations supersede all underlying zoning 
regulations. Development proposed in the area designated as the UH IPOD shall be 
regulated by the procedures and criteria established by the UH IPOD as described 



herein; and by the goals and objectives of the UH Redevelopment District Plan as 
adopted by the Planning Board. 

4642 Exceptions. 
Development shall be permitted to occur consistent with the regulations of the 
underlying zoning districts if said development does not exceed 500 square feet and 
the purpose of the expansion is to improve the economic viability of existing uses, or 
to meet current health, safety and building codes. Further, if sites within the Upper 
Harbor District are currently subject to an existing overlay district, and said district 
was adopted prior to the adoption of this section, the zoning regulations of said 
overlay district shall apply and the UH IPOD regulations shall not apply. Further, 
projects for which building permit applications have been filed prior to enactment 
or effective date of the UH IPOD must be consistent with Ch.40A Sec.6. 

4650 UH IPOD Review Procedure and Criteria 

4651 Staff Review. 
All development proposals subject to UH IPOD regulations shall be submitted to the 
City of New Bedford Planning Department for review and comment. The Planning 
Department may solicit comments from any City agency as part of its administrative 
review. The Planning Department may prepare written comments and 
recommendations within 30 days, and submit said comments and 
recommendations to the Planning Board. If no comments are submitted within 30 
days of the initial submission to the City Planning Department, the Planning Board 
shall proceed without said comments. Upon receipt of the Planning Department's 
comments the Planning Board shall commence the Special Permit application 
review process. If no comments are received from the Planning Department, the 
Planning Board shall commence the special permit application process 30 days 
from the applicant's submission of materials to the New Bedford Planning 
Department. 

4660 Special Permit and Site Plan Guidelines 
All development proposals within the UH IPOD that are not exempt consistent with 
sub section 4642 above, shall require a special permit from the New Bedford 
Planning Board consistent with the procedures of this ordinance and the guidelines 
noted below. Further, a special permit for development in the UH IPOD shall be 
subject to the site design criteria of Section 5400 Site Plan Review, but shall not 
require a separate site plan review filing. The UH IPOD shall be construed as a 
combined special permit and site plan procedure subject to the following additional 
guidelines. In order for any special permit to be approved, the New Bedford 
Planning Board shall make a written finding that the proposed development is 
consistent with the objectives of the UH District Master Plan as adopted by the New 
Bedford Planning Board. 



4461 Design and Development Guidelines. 
The Planning Board shall make written findings that the proposed development is 
consistent with the following design policies, principles and goals, which are 
intended to provide policy guidance to property owners and the general public 
about the form and character desirable for development in the UH District. Because 
the District Plan for the UH District provides for diverse types and mixtures of land 
uses, the appropriate management of transitions among private uses and between 
private and public spaces is critical. 

The application of these principles can vary within the context of specific building 
proposals in ways that still fully respect the policies' intent. It is intended that 
project proponents, city staff, the Planning Board and the general public will be 
open to creative variations from the guidance presented here as long as the core 
values expressed are being served. A project need not meet all the goals of this 
section to receive a special permit, but the permit granting authority shall find that, 
on balance, the city's objectives are being served while more detailed planning for 
the district is being completed. 

Project proponents shall indicate in narrative and graphic formats how their 
projects conform to the following design policies, principles and goals set forth in 
the UH Master Plan. 

(A) Relationship to Public Spaces 
"Public spaces" shall include streets, sidewalks, squares, parks, pedestrian and 
bicycle paths and facilities. Development should enhance public spaces, and where 
possible, make physical improvements on site, or on abutting public ways to 
enhance consistency ofdesign, access and safety ofpublic spaces consistent with 
the UH District Plan. 

• 	 Buildings and landscape elements should define and frame 
public spaces. Property lines should be defined by buildings, 
street walls, or fences. New development and adaptive reuse 
shall create a street edge at the sidewalk either by the 
building itself or by a fence or continuous landscaped edge. 

• 	 Buildings should be oriented toward public spaces with entrances 
and windows on the street. Blank walls parallel to the street are 
discouraged. 

• 	 New developments should follow and retain the existing block 
system, where feasible. New blocks should be sized 
proportionately to existing blocks. 

• 	 Building entrances should be located to facilitate pedestrian 
movement between private and public spaces and to promote 
strong physical connections to public spaces. 



• 	 New development and adaptive reuse should promote active 
ground floor uses with the potential to animate the street. 

• 	 Awnings, fa<;ade treatments and window displays for ground floor 
uses, which are compatible with surrounding uses, are 
encouraged. 

• 	 All street right-of-ways and pedestrian precincts should have new 
or repaired sidewalks, street trees, and pedestrian-scale 
streetlights. 

• 	 Curb cuts should be limited in size and number. Shared 
driveways between adjoining uses are encouraged. 

• 	 Off -street parking, service entrances, trash management, and 
mechanical equipment should be located away from streets and 
other public spaces. Surface parking in front of or underneath 
raised buildings is discouraged. Shared parking between adjoining 
uses is encouraged. 

• 	 Spaces that provide opportunities for public events programming, 
including public art and open market areas should be fostered 
and/or incorporated into development concepts. 

• 	 Connections to the proposed Commuter Rail Station should be 
provided for pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicles. 

• 	 New roads should follow the UH District Plan framework and 
connect with existing roads within the district, creating a regular 
grid network where feasible. Roads that end in cul-de-sacs are 
discouraged. 

(B) Historic Context 
The UH District contains mill buildings dating from the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, when the district was a center of textile and metals 
manufacturing. Some of these buildings may be "brownfields" containing toxic 
contaminants. The City wishes both to encourage adaptive reuse of existing mill 
buildings and to encourage redevelopment of brownfield sites. 

• 	 Where relevant and feasible, the adaptive reuse of some or all of 
existing historic buildings should be considered, especially in the 
case of buildings deemed preferably preserved by the New 
Bedford Historical Commission. The UH District Plan 
recommends the preservation of the following mills: 

o 	 Coggeshall Street (85,94, 115) 
o 	 Coffin Ave. (1, Rl, 12, 19) 
o 	 Manomet Mill 
o 	 Riverside Ave. (56-90; 114, 194, ES) 
o 	 123 Sawyer Street (Ropeworks) 
o 	 Belleville Street (615, 620, 630, 700) 
o 	 50 Conduit Street 
o 	 27 Healy Street 
o 	 90 Hatch Street 

• 	 Infill development near historic structures and new construction 
attached to historic structures should be compatible with the 



historic context. However, new construction should not attempt 
to be a copy of existing structures. 

(C) Relationship to the Waterfront 
The City wishes to enhance public access to the Acushnet River waterfront outside 
of the Designated Port District. 

• 	 Provide for a publicly accessible waterfront, regardless of whether 
the land is publicly or privately owned. 

• 	 Preserve views down streets to the water and waterfront activities. 
• 	 Provide active and passive recreation uses along the waterfront as 

part of the site-plan. 
• 	 Activate the waterfront using active ground level uses such as 

restaurants and retail destinations. 
CD) Environmental Goals 

Buildings should be designed to use natural resources and energy resources 
efficiently in construction, maintenance, and long-term operation of the 

building. 
• 	 Compliance with Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design CLEED) certification standards and other evolving 
environmental efficiency standards is encouraged. 

CD) Economic Development Goals 
The City encourages developments that will promote economic development by 
retaining existing jobs and creating new jobs in the UH District. 

• 	 Projects should have a mix of compatible land uses, such as 
residential, commercial and light industrial uses. 

• 	 New developments should support land uses that will utilize 
and encourage the usage of the proposed Commuter Rail 
Station south of the UH District. 

CE) 	Master Plan Approach 
All applications for development should be presented using a Master Plan 
approach. Projects should address both the various development phases of the 
proposed project and the phasing of other known building and infrastructure 
improvements within the UH District in order to coordinate and maximize the 
benefits of redevelopment and infrastructure improvements, as much as possible. 

4670 Dimensional Regulations. 
Building height, building to lot coverage, total lot coverage by impervious surfaces, 
building to lot setbacks, and all other dimensional regulations such as the sign 
regulations of this ordinance shall not apply to special permit applications in the 
area designated as the UH IPOD. Said dimensional regulations shall be reviewed on 
a case-by-case basis to insure consistency with the Upper Harbor District Plan. 

4671 Parking Regulations. The Planning Board, in considering any development 
proposal within the UH IPOD shall consider the off-street parking requirements of 



this ordinance as maximum allowable off-street parking requirements. Further, the 
Planning Board may request and require that the proposed development provide off 
street parking at a rate less than is required by this ordinance or in a shared parking 
arrangement in order to further the objectives of the UH District Plan. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Upper Harbor Vision Plan is an effort undertaken by the City of New Bedford, the 
New Bedford Economic Development Council (NBEDC), MassDevelopment, and 
Goody Clancy, to create a blueprint for the revitalization of this historic industrial 
area. The New Bedford Upper Harbor and Acushnet River estuary neighborhoods, 
which was the focus of these events, is bounded at the south by I-195, at the west 
by Acushnet Avenue, at the north by Wood Street, and at the east by the waterfront. 

This Upper Harbor planning effort is being executed as a two-phase process.  Phase 
one focuses on the development of a community vision, gathered through a public 
planning process and the second phase will develop a comprehensive district plan 
that reflects the visioning process towards the goal of implementation.  The complete 
vision plan will be completed and presented in the early fall. 

Visioning Workshop 
A public presentation and a charette were held on the weekend of February 15, 2008 
at the Joseph Abboud Manufacturing Corporation mill located within the district.  This 
event was advertised in the Standard Times newspaper, on the local radio station, 
WBSM, and Mayor Scott W. Lang issued a press release, which was also posted on 
the city’s website.  The NBEDC and the City’s Planning Office also sent out mass 
emails to their contacts from various organizations, including the NBEDC’s Council 
members, the Coalition of Buzzards Bay, and Neighborhoods United, which represent 
the city’s neighborhood associations.  

On Friday evening, the students from MIT’s Design/Build Studio/Workshop presented 
their design for the community boathouse and rowing facility that will be located 
along the Acushnet River, with a possible site at the end of Sawyer Street.  The 
evening was great success, with over one hundred people in attendance.  On the 
following day, approximately sixty people arrived at the mill to participate in a 
daylong charette. This process, overseen by the consultant firm of Goody Clancy, 
consisted of breaking everyone into several groups in the morning to review maps 
and visuals of the study area and discuss ideas, concerns and visions for what the 
plan should focus upon.  After lunch, the groups reconvened and determined their 
top goals and objectives for the District. At the end of the day, the groups all 
merged to create one audience to which each group presented their ideas.  

Goody Clancy documented the notes, plans, and supporting materials from the 
morning and afternoon sessions of the February 16 Upper Harbor Community 
Visioning Workshop. Summaries of each group‘s discussion, including the goals and 
issues that received the greatest emphasis, followed by verbatim transcripts of the 
map and poster notes taken by each group‘s facilitators (refer to New Bedford Upper 
Harbor Community Visioning Workshop Shaping the Future of the Upper Harbor 
February 15th & 16th,, 2007 Summary Report & Workshop Record). 
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Community Input on the Vision 
The City and NBEDC then presented the draft vision plan to the community to ensure 
that Goody Clancy’s vision plan was what the public envisioned for the Upper Harbor 
District.  The planning team recognized that a greater level of involvement was 
needed to reach a broader base in the district and to attempt to break through 
language barriers.  The City, NBEDC, and MassDevelopment decided that the best 
way to accomplish this goal was to schedule several meetings in a variety of familiar 
locations in the district, at different times with translators available, to attract as 
many participants as possible.  The community meetings were held on: 
� Wednesday, July 30th at Brooklawn Senior Center at 6pm 
� Saturday, August 2nd at 9:30am outside at Riverside Park gazebo 
� Thursday, August 7th at Saint Anthony’s Church hall 

Community meetings were publicized through an array of outreach methods, 
including: 
� Weekly Saturday morning local Portuguese radio station talk show 
� Weekly Compass newspaper in both English and Portuguese 
� El Latino Expreso newspaper in Spanish 
� O Jornal newspaper in Portuguese 
� Meetings dates were printed for several weeks in the Saint Anthony’s Church 

bulletin 
� The Assistant City Planner and the Preservation Planner spoke on the Upper 

Harbor during the Mayor’s monthly Friday morning talk show, live at City Hall 
� Fliers were printed in English, Spanish and Portuguese and were placed on 

the city’s website 
� 2,000 of these multilingual fliers were dropped in the upper harbor 


neighborhood by Youth Court, a group that oversees youth performing 

community service hours 


� Mass emails were distributed to the City Council and City department heads 
� Multilingual fliers were emailed to Neighborhoods United, the umbrella group 

for the city’s neighborhood associations, and the Bullard Street Neighborhood 
Group 

The meetings presented lively discussion and common themes emerged.  The 
common themes expressed by the participants during these sessions include: 
•	 Develop the Acushnet Avenue Corridor as an international market with a 

greatly enhanced physical presence and character that emphasizes local and 
independent shop owners and encourages an increase in pedestrian activity. 

•	 Targeted and increased marketing of exiting strengths (i.e. restaurants, 
parks, etc.) to both New Bedford residents and visitors. 

•	 Accelerated development of the river-walk and other access points to the 
waters edge such as the boathouse and former Reliable Truss site. 

•	 Market and promote development and public access along the river and a 
revitalized Acushnet Avenue as new sources of pride for the city, turning long 
perceived negatives into new strengths for the city. 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION  

The community meetings began with participants being greeted by the NBEDC and 
Planning staff that encouraged them to review the visuals, and ask any questions 
they may have regarding the draft vision plan, the process, etc.  

Each community meeting included a brief presentation from the NBEDC to provide 
the participants with an understanding of how the Upper Harbor draft plan was 
developed. Public input and discussion was facilitated at each meeting by the vice 
chair of the New Bedford Planning Board.  The planning staff through flipcharts 
documented the participants’ input on the vision plan.  The following input was 
gathered at each of the three community meetings from approximately forty 
participants. 

Community Meeting 1 – Brooklawn Senior Center 

� Public access to waterfront 
� Riverwalk should be Phase I of the implementation of the plan 

o	 Early access will give public better perspective of redevelopment 
progress of the mills 

o	 Create a better perception of the district 
o	 Spur progress in the neighborhoods and the district 

� Riverwalk would provide an essential link from northern neighborhoods in the 
District to Riverside Park 

� Perception of Riverside Park is mixed; safe during the day, unsafe at night 
� Restoration of Reliable Truss site 

o	 Provide for canoe/kayak launch in Phase I of the project 
� “Get people on the water” 

� Traffic management/calming 
o The Avenue, Ashley Blvd. and North Front St. become one-ways 

� Historical survey/assessment of the District and its resources (a partial survey 
has been completed by the City) 

� Need for a heritage trail linking all the resources 
o	 Churches are a draw for heritage tourism 
o	 Ethnic, urban gardens 

� Recognize and appreciate the cultural, “European” atmosphere of Acushnet 
Avenue 

o	 Prefer smaller, unique niche boutiques, cafes, shops, restaurants 
o	 Prefer the walkability of the Avenue, but needs enhancement 
o	 Appreciate the access to diverse services that the Avenue provides, 

i.e. post office, dry cleaning, “village-living” 
o	 Enjoy the urban and international feel of the Avenue 
o	 Close the Avenue one day a week to create a open, street market with 

a trolley running a loop for transportation 
o	 Make the Avenue a destination with its own unique identity, i.e. 

Federal Hill, Providence, RI 
o	 Design uniformity in the streetscaping, with signage, streetlights, 

storefront awnings, street furniture, banners, planters, unique 
pavement applications 

o	 Implement empty storefront program, i.e. art in the windows through 
partnerships with the schools, cultural organizations 

5
 



   
 

 

 

 

  
    

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
  

  

 
 

 
 
   

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  
  

 
 
 

  
  
 

  
 
  

Community Meeting 2 – Riverside Park 

� Redevelopment of the mills should include community needs, such as co­
operative stores, mini-mall, i.e. downtown Providence, Quincy Market 

� Empty, triangular lot across from Cliftex mill, should be considered for 
resident parking/community events, i.e. the Feast 

o	 Enhanced planned parking and streetscaping that require quick and 
easy design improvements “phase I implementation” 

� Plan for future uses not revolving around traditional vehicular uses 
o	 In the mean time, parking may be provided in ways that do prohibit 

future alternative development of the sites, i.e. no structured parking 
� Shuttles to events and programs on the river and throughout the city 
� Improve public transit in the area 
� Improve pedestrian experience through enhanced sidewalks with seating and 

bus shelters 
� Relocate underutilized benches at Riverside Park to the playground/soccer 

field areas 
� Community swimming pool with a pavilion  
� Construct a performance half shell for movies, music, cultural events 
� Create heritage trail throughout the District 

o	 Collaborate with appropriate community organizations, i.e. 
Preservation Society, WHALE, NPS 

� Community gardens sited in appropriate areas and could reflect the ethnic 
culture of the neighborhoods 

� Create pocket parks and green spaces  
� Public access to the waterfront 
� Riverwalk should be a dual pedestrian/bike path with delineation to 

accommodate the dual use 
� Riverwalk promenade outlook (east/west connections) i.e. San Antonio model 
� Improve streetscaping with better east/west links 

o	 Special streetscaping that leads to the waterfront 
o	 Wayfinding signage for identification, i.e. Freedom Trail 

� Designate Acushnet Avenue a “slow street” with signage and speed tables, 
bike lanes i.e. Berkeley, CA 

� Market the Avenue better with a retail directory/maps, rack cards 
� Make the Avenue tourist/pedestrian friendly 

o	 Wider sidewalks 
o	 One-way traffic flow on both the Avenue and Ashley Blvd. to create a 

loop 
� Provide opportunities for façade improvements 
� Create an identity for the Avenue 

o	 Market its cultural resources 
o	 Improve gateway entrance at Coggeshall Street 
o	 Build upon the authentic, ethnic feel i.e. “international boulevard” 

� No big chain stores/restaurants 
o	 Build upon the uniqueness of the existing establishments 
o	 Balance with family-friendly restaurants 

� Provide for entertainment to 18-20 year olds i.e. Providence 
� Address litter and code enforcement issues 
� Selected demolition of blighted properties 
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Community Meeting 3 – Saint Anthony’s Church hall 

� Visitors Center at the gateway entrance from I-195 
o	 Serve as a place of orientation 
o	 Provide informational brochures, rack cards 
o	 Live person to answer questions 

� Community center/visitors center at waterfront, possibly the boathouse at 
Sawyer Street 

� Dog park 
� Textile museum 
� Light Saint Anthony’s Church spire and other notable landmarks at night 

o	 Act as a draw 
� Façade improvements along the Avenue 

o	 Façade easements under City control 
� Limit chain stores while providing incentives for niche shops and cafes 

o	 Use existing chain stores as anchors for future mom and pop 
businesses 

� Conduct a market analysis of the Avenue similar to the downtown 
� Encourage development that replaces blight while maintaining the character 

of the Avenue 
o	 Design review - maintain minimum setbacks, signage, etc. 

� Improve building code enforcement 
o	 Address litter issue 
o	 Address vacant properties 

� Address the issue of “cruising” traffic 
� Address parking issues along the Avenue 

o	 Provide parking behind the Avenue 
o	 Spot parking throughout the District using city’s vacant lots 
o	 Create useful, enhanced parking signage 

� Enhance public transportation throughout the District and linking to downtown 
� Utilize traffic calming measures on the Avenue 
� Create BID for the Acushnet Avenue businesses 
� Market the Avenue, invest in the businesses and improve their physical 

conditions 
� Reintroduce the former “International District” on the Avenue 

o	 Use a PWED for street improvements 
o	 Must sustain a collaboration between the City and businesses 

� Inventory the existing resources/businesses on the Avenue to develop a retail 
directory 

� “Change the mood” of the Avenue by creating identity through streetscaping 
and design review 

� Immediate improvements/access to waterfront will change perception 
o	 “Create a sense of pride” 

� Current and future riverfront will act as a natural stimulus for the 
revitalization for the District 

� Public access to the waterfront, i.e. riverwalk 
o	 Security along riverwalk 
o	 Link riverwalk to Acushnet and Fairhaven side of harbor 

� More restaurants along the waterfront 
� More mixed-use businesses along the river 
� More open space in the District 

7
 



 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 

 
 

  
   
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY FINDINGS 

Strong support was expressed from the participants at all three community meetings 
that the City needs to better harness the assets of the study area to ensure that they 
are utilized to their fullest potential.  The Acushnet Avenue Corridor and the 
development of the river walk received enthusiastic support for complete planning 
and development.  Many participants articulated that marketing existing assets and 
short-term successes are needed to build momentum in what could be a 10-year 
development plan. 

A summary of consistently expressed comments during each of the sessions has 
been grouped together and are as follows: 

Acushnet Avenue Corridor  
� Develop the Acushnet Avenue Corridor as an international market with a 

greatly enhanced physical identity and character that emphasizes local and 
independent shop owners and encourages an increase in pedestrian activity  

� Establish design review for Acushnet Avenue 
� “Change the mood” – Create pedestrian-friendly Avenue 

o	 Address the “cruising” issue 
o	 Create an identity to the Avenue using streetlights, street furniture, 

bus shelters, etc. 
� Establish a gateway experience at the Coggeshall Street entrance and 


gateway intersections at key locations 


Riverwalk/Waterfront Access 
� “Get on the river!” - Immediate water access was stressed at every meeting 

o	 Start at a central access point while walk is developed 
o	 Kayak/canoe launch at the former Reliable Truss site 

� Establish east/west connections with promenades jutting into the river 
� Utilize Riverside Park as an existing community asset 
� Acquire easements along the waterfront so that as funding becomes 

available sections of the riverwalk may be constructed 
� Create riverwalk connecting former Reliable Truss site to Riverside Park, 

thereby connecting the neighborhoods 

Marketing 
� Targeted and increased marketing of exiting strengths (i.e. restaurants, 

parks, etc.) to both New Bedford residents and visitors 
� Develop a consistent source of funding and management for promotional 

activity 
� Market on a equal level with the downtown 
� Market and promote development and public access along the river and a 

revitalized Acushnet Avenue as new sources of pride for the city, turning 
long perceived negatives into new strengths for the city 
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Neighborhoods 
� Increase homeownership to address quality of life issues/concerns 
� Provide funds for exterior home improvements 

The main goal of the community meetings was to encourage greater participation 
from residents and stakeholders who live and work in the project area, through 
extensive outreach. The participants in attendance were energetic and represented 
a wide range of stakeholders, though the residents of the neighborhood made up a 
small number of total participants.  The reason for the less than expected resident 
turn out may be attributed to this type of event being foreign to their experience and 
the fact that this area of the city has a low homeownership rate, and therefore 
residents in the area are not as invested as in other sections of the city. 

As the visioning process concludes, public outreach must be continued and 
intensified to overcome skepticism and apathy regarding the future development of 
these neighborhoods. The City and the NBEDC are hopeful that as progress is made 
through the creation of the riverwalk and improvements to the Acushnet Avenue 
corridor, that these accomplishments will increase residents’ awareness and 
participation in future planning and development projects. 
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SouthCoastToday.com: Public access key component of New Bedford's upper harbor plan Page I of2 

Public access key component of New Bedford's upper 
harbor plan 
By Joe Cohen 
Standard·Times sian wrrter 
July 31 , 2008 6:00 AM 

NEW BEDFORD ~ A draft plan for upper New Bedford Harbor 
revitalization proposes three new, east·west, public·access ways to 
the ACUShnet River and a north·south walkway starting above 

Coggeshall Street and continuing for miles along the river to above 
Wood Street. 

Under the plan , the public would gain access to the riverfron t and 
walkway at both ends 01 the promenade or from Sawyer and 

Hathaway streets and Howard Avenue. 

At present, there is extremely limited public access to the riverfront 

along the upper harbor, and no way to walk along it for any distance 
A boathouse for small rowing and sailing craft is proposed lor the 
Coggeshall Street end of the walkway, and a new park for the 
northern end. 

Details of the plan were discussed Wednesday evening at a 

Te~1 Size: A I A I A 
II Print this Article ~ Email this Miele 

ShareThis 

MOST VIEWED STORIES 
Fairhaven man dies from motorcycle 
crash injuries 

Flood damage 'looked like Katrina' 

Dartmouth pilot ccnfident, puts !aith in 
God 

Summer home struck by tightning 

A flood of reader photos 

Civilian flaggers may be directing tranic 
by October 

New Bedford olficlals address Pulaski 
ccncerns 

community meeting conducted by the city Planning Department and New Bedford Economic Development 
Council. Planners are seeking public comment. 

Meetings will be held at 9:30 a.m. Saturday in Riverside Park near the playground, and at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7 in SI. 
Anthony's Church Hall, 1359 Acushnet Ave. 

Aboul 20 people attended Wednesday's meeting; public officials outnumbered residents about 2·to·l. Those 

attending included Ward 1 City Councilor Unda M. Morad and Ward 2 City Councilor Steven Martins. Most of the 
affected area is in Mr. Martins' ward. 

Derek Santos of the Economic Development Council noted the relatively sparse attendance at the meeting, held in 
the Brooklawn Park Community Center. ' Most important to us is the quality 01 the exchange" of participants, Mr. 
Santos said, ' not the quantity." 

Jennifer Gonsalves, vice chairwoman of the Planning Board, said she does not remember ever having access to 

the waterfront along the upper harbor, and betieves the current effort "represents an incredible opportunity." 

The upper harbor waterfront is dominated by old mills. The neighborhood is delineated by the river to the east, 
Ar:ushnAt Avenue to the west. Wood Street to the north and Coggeshall Streelto the south. 

Residents who attended the meeting indicated that they are interested in having a walking path along the river , 
and comparisons were made to paths along waterways in Rhode Island and Maine. 

Residents also expressed interest in elforts to upgrade Acushnet Avenue as a shopping and cultural center. 

City Planner David Kennedy said that business district has been studied for 30 years. Mr. Kennedy said it has 

among its assets 300 stores with no more than a 10 percent vacancy rate, and public transportation along its 

length. 

Ms. Morad suggested an effort to bring "design unity' to the avenue, possibly with new lights, planters and 
banners. Ms. Morad also represents the North End Business Association, and said making the avenue one·way 

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/appsJpbcs.dllJarticle ? AID=I2008073 I /NEWS/8073 I 0393.. . 8/ 1312008 
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deserves consideration. 

Contact Joe Cohen at jcohen@s-t.com 

http://www.southcoasttoday.comlappsipbcs.dlVarticie ? AID=l20080731INEW S/8073 1 0393... 8/13/2008 
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In many ways thU vision plan as 
~ III il can be construed, 
is I gianlicap forward in CfWivily, 
wtile preselVing the rid!, cullur.! 
heritage oflhe commllllily. To name I 
few examples, the Upper Harbor VIsion 
Plan calls for I boaIhou$e, rivawalk, 
heritage lrail thallells the story ofme. 
Upper Hatbor, access points \0 the river 
and many activities for /'aiidenu:. II alto 
o;al:S for ad.apIiV(: ~ of historic milb 
as ..-elllU enhancing cultw'al traditions. 

The Upper Uarbor VISion Plan 
del~ positiv(: ct.anF for our 
cit). However,),OII, the citizen of our 
fair cily mll5l raise your voice and 
make your intenlions kno":n, if New 
s.c.\ford is 10 go forward IU a shining 
liil't into the future. As Mayor Lang 
lias stmd: MInPUI from raidenu: will 
help Ncw Bedford definc Boal. for !he 
upper harbor un that o;apitalize on 
the ~i1)"s assets ... ().Jr communi!)"s 
JlUI~ ruource is our citiUJU and [ 
tIXOIItap everyone 10 puUciplllC 10 
help shape the Upper Harbor District M 

In tum, Matthew Morrissey. ExCCUli~ 
Oim:tor of tile New Bedford Economic 
Dcv<lopment COWICil1w validated the 
importance of raidrnt's inPut by 11II1in&: 
"Ne:sh~ ~ the strategic 

-" 

PARAALEMDO 
MEU MlCROFONE 

por Maria J0s6 Carvalho 

Continuando com 0 
desen,'OIvimenlO dso IIOSSII cidade, 0 
Oabint1e de PI_amenlo, 0 Concclbo 
de P~enIO C 0 Ollbinc1:c de 
DesenvolvUnmKI Eoon6mico denm III 
mb c pn:pararam 0 Plano !Ie ViIAo dso 
6ru dmoininlda MUpper Harbor". Os 
limites dso 6ru 110: ·0 Rio A<;I1Shnct 
oeste pan. a Acushnet Avenue, dso 
Coggcball Street bOr1e para a Wood 
Strect. No mtanto, 0 Illio do Reliable 
T",", 0 Disttkto Hides Lopn Sa~, 
o Plano.> Portuirio e 0 puqueBrooklawn 
wnbma entram em consi~. 

De muitu maneira HIe plano 
. visiotUrio t empucndcdor e podc KI' 

considcrado eomo urn JIU50 gipnte 
para a frmlC em criatividadc, cn.quanlO 
COO5ef'o....oo a ~ cultural rica 
dso com:midadc. Nomcacio alguns 
exemplo.s. 0 Plano de VISIo Upper 
Harbor menciona uma ~ de abrigo de 
baroos, caminho ribeirinho, um puscio 
panodDico que COO\a llIi5t6ria dso 
Upper Harbor, ponto de acesso 110 rio e 
muiw actividadcs para 01 res;dentes. 
Tambtra i i!w;lvldo no plano ~ 
de fibrius hi5t6ricas .",im como 

City <;If New &edford · 

Upper Harbo 
Vision Plan · 
Community Meetings 

The u_ H..- (loontnuftlty 1ncI_ ---....."..-t" ........ 
o "I_Mills 

. 0 ..... __ 

"'-Yo< long _ the CIty at ___ 

PIo......., ~ "_10 _""'" yOU. 
_t-._~ ... ~"'~ mHtInglO"""'" the __ pIoon ___ 

~. ___ at I ~ IH!Ining _1>01> ... _ ..... 

w._yauto ....... __ """"".- _ 
_ ....... ~.......-""'"""'Muno. 
"""'-_~_on_""_. ~: ... ___ Cltyol __ 

~ 0I'I\Q0 .. SOII·979-1_. 

Thl. II yo ur community - don't let others control 
New Bedford'. futunIIl 

July 25, 2008 
Tho _ """-' 
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Falando 
, sem microfone 

RxMab.-. 

Como residc:ntc de New Bedford t 'meu de¥et de me lolc­
~ sotn 0 desenvolvimcnto dol cid:Mie. Urn dos projec. 
t~ que despc:rtou 0 mru ictere5se I! 0 MPiano de VlSlo~ eta 
ma denocninada -Upper Harbor.~ cujO$ limites da iIu 
do: 0 Rio Acushnel:, oeste p;!l1I a Acu$hoet Avetllle c da 
Cogesh.:lll Street lIOl'1e pan • Wood SlCttf. No entanto. 0 
.100 do Reliable Tn.LSs, 0 CUmlo Hicks Logan Sawyer, 0 
Plano PonIWio C 0 Parque Brooklawn u.mb!m cnlr.lm em 
COII$idc~SO. .' 1 '" ' . 

Num esr~ colabor.uivo, 0 Gabinete de Plant:l/l'lcnto, 
I Comiulo de PIanos e 0 Gabincle de Desenvohimento 
Econ6mieo dl. Cidade de New Bedford desenvolvcram 
cite ·'Pl.no de Vido" que COflll!m muitas iniciativu ino­
vao:\orQ, desde. criaow1o de porilos de IICesso 110 rio Acus­
hnet. uma cut de "boles" com aclividadt:$ recrealiws 
aquiticas pan. 0 p!1bJico e urn caminllo ribeirinho I urn 
puxio JWlOflmico, que cOI1ti I hiSlOri. cia Upper Harbor. 
Induldo Ilm~m no pl.no es~ a .dapt~ de f~as his­
t~cu. wim como-o meLhoramr:nlO d.as tndi¢Ocl cullu­
rail j' cllislCnles. 

Nio foi esquedda I importlncia dl irea comercial da 
Acushnet Avc:nue ainda sub--utiliuda no leU po(eIICiaJ, 0 

que podc rrpn:senlar mais poslos de emprego panI 0$ resi­
denIes c usim Ibrir porus pan! mais compa.nhiu escolhc­
rem New Bedford como sedc part 0Ii 5eU5 prodUtOli C 1ICr­

, v~OI. 
o IflIpo Q\IC IBbalhou IIC$te ~Plano de VisJoM IOmou 

linda cm ~ Cf;J1OS problemas impcntiYOS eomo 
I squnlll(l. rc:comcDdado urn posto de polfcia. InnSporteS 
col«tivos. estaciorwncnto ptt'Il ircI comertial e neccssi­
dades residenciais oem. ircI. 

Agon q...e 0 plano wi prooto para SCI' dc5,vcndado 10 
pUblico. tr& reuruOes foram maradas pIr.I tal ~nt.1.­
~ qUlrt.-fcin. dia 30 de luJho 11 6'cb link 1'10 Brook­
IIWII Senior Center. dbldo. dia 2 de AlO5tO. 11 9:30 da 
1IWIb1, 1'10 I'arqI.lC Riw:nidc (perto do:s briroquedos de 
~u); cquinll-fcira. di. 7 deAJOSIG.1I 6:30da tarde. 
1'10 Centro Paroquial dl Ip;' de SanlO Ant6nio (cntf'lda 
peb Nyc Strc:ct). Pan. bmdTcio dos rc::sidcntes q...e nio 
falam lngl&. lrIdutores CSW'io prcscntes, 

Estc pllIlO cODt.!:m nill 56 lip de espl:('ial e de impo.-­
tante .,.ra 0Ii rcsidentes de Ncw Bedford, como contribui 
t~m PIfI I divenidadc do panomnl naturaUstico de , 
Massachusetts, Aqui wi I oponunidadc ideal pan 0 
enYOlvimctllO dos rcsidcntcs da ircI, q...e presenlemenlc 
CIfCICC urn MempunioM de mcillon.mentot posilivos. -

F1Ilando rc:ceJl\cmcnlc JObrc: wc pl&llO. 0 May« Lang 
IllCetJdyou os residenla ,Wuu<Jo: ~A YO!; dol ciWdios id 
Ijudar New Bedford. dcr.nir as mew para. ' rca da Upper 
Harbor que podem capitalizar !lOS pontos positiVO$ da 
nosu cidadc. .. Os mclhores recursOl da nossa cOlllunidadc 
do os nouos d(ladiol c cu incentivo Iodo$ I partkiparem 
e Iluxi liarem a moldu 0 Distrilo do Upper Harbor." -

Pol' scu tumo. Matthew Morrissey, Director E.lecutivo 
doConselho de Oe.tcnvolvimcnto Econ6mic::o de New Bcd­
fOld. lambI!m valiclou I importln<:ia dl interve~ dos 
residenlCl diundo: "As ViUD~U sio os pilares estnlt­
,K:os da tomunidadc. PlancamcnlO de vizinha~ rc:qucr 
conhecimento pcssoal du tlrlClcrrsticu econ6miclS. 
sociais c fIiiclS da iru. c 0 povo Q.~ conhece bern es~ 
It;IDII sill aquclcs q...e Ii vivem. £, C»CIlCial colbcClDO$ 
inr~ dos residentes pan asscgurw q...e 0 f.ooto !b 
comunidadc manltm-5e iDtep 1'10 Plano de Visill Upper 
Harbor,M 

Muilo cst' na mesa para SCI' di,crldO pcfos residentes de 
New Bedford, c 56 ekf;' .!:-q...e pode:m diur de: ~suajuSl~­
tobrt eSle pI&lIO. ~ lion de 0 coohe<:er, e de dar a sua opi­
!lila, I~ em frenlt; e capiwit.ando no nosso legada 
rico em cultun, trId~ e ~ 
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City of New Bedford 

Upper Harbor 
Vision Plan 
Community Meetings 

The Upper Harbor Community includes: 
The Acushnet River 
Acushnet Avenue 
Historic Mills 
Neighborhoods 

Mayor Lang and the City of New Bedford 
Planning Department want to hear 'rom you. 
Please take this opportunity to participate in a 
meeting to review the draft vision plan that was 
developed at a pubic planning workshop in february. 

We need you to help shape the future growth and 
development possibilities for the future. 

Portuguese and Spanish translators will be available. 
Questions: Please call the City of New Bedford 
Planning Office at 508-979-1488. 

This is your community - don' t let others control 
New Bedford' s future! 
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City of New Bedford 

Upper Harbor 
Vision Plan 
Community Meetings 

The Upper Harbor Community includes: 
• The Acushnet River 
• Acushnet Avenue 
• Historic Mills 
• Neighborhoods 

Mayor Lang and the City of New BedfOfd 
Planning Department want to hear from you. 
Please take this opportunity to participate in a 
meeting to review the draft vision plan that was 
developed at a pubic planning workshop In February. 

We need you to help shape the future growth and 
development possibilities for the future. 

Portuguese and Spanish translators will be available. 
Questions: Please call the City of New Bedford 
Planning Office at 508-979-1488. 

This is your community - don't let others control 
New Bedford's future! 
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Cidade de New Bedford 

Plano de Visao da 
Upper Harbor 

Reunioes Comunitarias 

A Comunidade " Upper Harbor" 
inclui: 

• 0 Rio Acushnet 
• A Acushnet Avenue 
• As Fabricas Historicas 
• Bairros 

o presidente da Camara Lang e 0 
Gabinete de Planeamento da Cidade 
de New Bedford querern conhecer a 
sua opiniao .. 

Tradutores de Portugues e Espanool 
estarao presentes. 
Para perguntas: Favor chamar para 0 
Gabinete de Planeamento da Cidade 
de New Bedford 508-979- 1488. 

Quarta-feira as 6pm 
30 de Julho de 2008 

Brooklawn Senior 
Center 

Brooklawn Park 
New Bedford 

Sabado 9:30am 
2 de Agosto de 2008 

Riverside Park 
(perto dos brinquedos) 

New Bedford, MA 

Quinta-feira 6 :30pm 
7 de Agosto de 2008 
Centro Paroquial da 
Igreja de Antonio 

1359 Acushnet Avenue 
(use a entrada da 

Nye St.) 

Ciudad de New Bedford 

La Vision Alta Del Puerto 

Reunion de la 
Comunidad 

La Puerto Alta de la Comunidad 
inclui: 

• EI Rio De Acushnet 
• Acushnet Avenue 
• Historic Mills 
• Neighborhoods 

EI Alcalde de la Ciudad de New Bedford 
yel Departamento de Planning quiere 
oir de ti. 

Traductores vas a estar disponible 
para las personas que hablen Espanor 
y Portugues. 
Si tienes Preguntas: Par favor lIame Ia 
ciudad de New Bedford en la oficina de 
Planning 508-979- 1488. 

Miercoles a las 6pm 
EI 30 de Julio 2008 
Brooklawn Senior 

Center 
Brooklawn Park 

New Bedford, MA 

Sabado a las 9:30am 
EI 2 de Agosto 2008 

Riverside Park 
(ce rca de el parque) 

New Bedford, MA 

Jueves a las 6:30pm 
EI 7 de Agosto 2008 

St. Anthony's 
Church Hall 

1359 Acushnet Avenue 
(usa la entrada de Nye St. ) 

New Bedford, MA 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY T UllE, Year or 51. Pilld IULV 27,2008 

Mass Schedule .md Intentions 
S"mrday, Ju ly 26 
-1:00 pm Roger Q uinlin 

Sunday, July27 

6:3O .m Jeronimo Vald"" & Family 
8:3O.m Felix Oudlel 
10: 15 am ,\Incd Rogi ... n 

Munday, July 28 
7:00am j.cob D. V.""oncelo. 

T"e"d"y, July2'J 
7:00 am Don.ld ])u",ole 

Wednesday, july.JO 

7:00 am Eduardo Fe,.....ira Arrud o. 
T h u .... d ay, J uly .\1 

7:00am Miguel Gome. 
Frid ay, Aug u. , I 

5:15pm 
Sa .... rd ay, 

8:00am 

-1:00pm 

In Honorof Ihe Sacred Hun 
Aug u. ,2 

/>Ir. & M ..... J oS( Alljo & I'. ",ily 

john ConnoUy (I I'" Anni,.., ... ')') 
Sunday, Aug us. j 

6:30 am Intention. of An gelo D<-Bonoh 
8:30 .m 
10:15 am 

Raymond Roy Sr. 

Mr. & 1<1". )0 00 I<I.u", 

Fin.mcial Rc ort 
I ncome: 
F.ri~h Colle<:lion ........... .. ................ ... ...... .......................... SJ.328.9.J 
Shrines ....... ................................ ......... ........................... .......... S239.23 
Bi,,&O ............................... .................... ........... .. .... .......... ...... 51.000.00 
F.';'h Del,I.. . SI.811.RO 
$h",/. Relun, ReceiplS Program ... ....... .......................... 51.29-1.5 1 
Re,w,""Uon Fund .......... .......................................... ................. 526.00 
FU<: I ..... ....... .......................................... ........................... ........... . 525.00 
Food Panl') .................... ..... ...... ......... .................. ......... ............ S20.00 
Organ Res!Qralion.. . ........................................................ 5IZQ.00 

Among Ihis Weck'8 Billo & E"penoeo: 
F. ri,h 51.ff A'·e",g<' Weekly Sal.ric~ .. .52.337.75 
Porish $Iaff A,·c",I,'" Weekly lIC/BS .... .............................. $672.91 
Pori,h Siaff l\,·e"'ge Weekly Pen.ion ... ............... $107.2-1 

(I"oM Al~ 1f? .... k/y & ~JU = 16,9Q() 

I'RAVERS - 11"",,: keep ·11,e." ... nd E,,,,,,, J,,,·i., I'"d Gom"., 
""hI«" ll.u""lId"n 11<:,,<101, a.i.~ s.:,.,,,,, hen"Je"" and ,n .1 ... ill of 
.... " I",iol, ill r .... " 1'",).., ... [f)"<>u 0" f,,,, i )· ", ... "1,,,,;, oi<"k ,,. "'i",~,1 
.nd "·0,,1.1 I;k~ ' 0 """I"'" ,1« P")"" of)",,,, r.uow I',ci.hi~"" .... I~ "'" 
cilll'.ul",~" 'he """""Y'" em. 1 F •. 1 ... ",1,)". 

UJ NGO - Bingo ",ill I", h<hI 0" W~,I" .. " t.y .. 6:45 1'.'''. I)" ... " .nd 
h,d..,,, " I'"""" 4:00 p.'" 

N IOXT KN IGHTS 01' COl. UM Ii US ME ETI NG - T" .. ,J. )", 
Augu" 12 .. 6:10 1'''';'' .h" p,,;,h h:>l[. 

NEXT I'AUI.J NE VI·:AR 1l11ll.E ST u nV- Aug"" 10., 6:001'''' 
"' ,h. p"joI, hall. 10 pfep .. :uio", pie .. " "y .o ", .. I S,. l',u['.S<c<>"d 
I.e"., ,,, ,h~ n, .... lo" •• "'. AU .,e "·d""",,,. 

N li XTSA I: r M m r n N(: - A"g"" 17., 7 I"". J"'" A", ... I ,,·illh .. 
'P,,,>ki,,S "" ~M i,~~. ofF";'h." Oolle" >t. " ... k"", .. '0 come'" oI"fe 
,/",i. "'"''' ul"'rien"" .. 

From 
Father 

Wurlulhup ·1 i I » n 111 , ' "'l" '''nI",1 
12 .. da)" pricd. cou'""" for Ihe Prie"ly Sociely of the 1101)" Cro ... 
Al>(>l> l .j() priest. from .crou the to un, ry and I ha,·e gollen 
logolher 10 dedic.le ou"",1I',,0 10 inlen"" pr:ayer and . tudy"" Ih.l 
,,"<= co." COme h~ck 10 Se,,·e )"ou w;11I U""cr effCCli'·" ne $$ and 
Io,·e. Plea"" p"'y for me and my brolh" 1''';''''' over Ihe course 
of Ihe nexl fow d.y •. Fr. Ron Floyd is m.n"ing Ihe fori during 
Ihe week. Fr. Dufour is 'aki"g Ihe .\I.s,e$ ,hi$ w«kent!. 1 look 
fOf"\\".rd 10 '''''ing }·ou nexi w.eken:11 

D ange..,,, . C urri cu lum Se' To Ile J mplcmcn'cd in New 
lle.Jf"rd I'ublie Schu"l~ - The", il • ,·cry di<lmbing new 
progUI1l heing piloled 10 somc "w.1enlS in Ihe New Bedford 
Schools. The I·]uman RighI. Camp.ign - one of ,he moS! 
.ggrt"""i'·e gay righls group. in Ihe ooun,')·- h.s de,·eloped 3 

cumeulum ,h .. , under Ihe gui~c of SloPl'ing hullying, hu os ilS 
real objeCli,." lu prog ... m kid, to lhink Ihal no f.mily ,lruClu", i. 
heller Iha" . nolher, thai Ihere', no ",.1 imporlanc~ 10 ha'~ng a 
married mOlhcr and f"l her ... ",],h .. gro.ndm. i. mi",.ken wh"n 
she ";~ Ihl people of Ihe ,.me·$<:' c .. mOI or should nol m'fT)". 
II', Irying 10 .Iign Ihe kid.' >'31"". on sexualil)", ",arriage and 
f.mil)" w;th lhose o f Ihe pro·homol<:xuality mo'·emel11, "'ther 
,h.n .ceoruing 10 Ihe ,,·isdom of lheir p.renl, and grondp. ",nlS . 
• lmo", "II ci,·ili,OI;on. ,h roUgllOut the cenlUric'.je,u. Chrisl and 
Ihe Church he fou nded. The curriculum is , .lled "Welcoming 
School," .nd il i. heing pilOled in the Campbell. Win,low "nd 
Taylor School. Ihi. )·eM, hefo",. p""n",.hl)\ rn,ing brouglu 10 
o[her public school. ill ,ubi<:qu<:n ' ye ..... \Xh,,"s ",.lIy 
h. ppening is lhat Ihose \\"ho ,upport the gay .genda, while 
prelending 10 Iry 10 "'01' childhood bullyi"g. are in f.cl 11");"g 10 
usc the publi<: ""hools 10 bull)" f.""lies who OJ>poS( Ihal "&" ,,,..1 •• 
I would urge all New Bedforu ",sidenlS _ but parlicul.rly 
p.re",,; of ,ho,e in Ihe C;I(. public school, - 10 c. lII 
(508.997.-1511) or clll ail (pb00 l1er@:I1ewbcdford.k I2.l11a.us) Ihc 
new Superinlend.nl, Dr. Porri. Bonner. a, wdl as members of 
Ihe School Commil1<"e, 10 exp"''' opposition 10 Ihe prog",m. 
There ~re plcol)" of onli·b,,1));ng curric,,!.. Ih . 1 could he used in 
schouk New Ikdford doe. nol h.·,.., 10 u"" one Ihat i, a Trojan 
1-10,""" 10 ;odOClrinale our children with . f.lse and h.onful 
und""'landing of wh" il mc.ns 101><- ,boy or girl, of sexualil)" 
of m.rriage and of the family. Thrne who " .. ould ~ke 10 see more 
of Ihe curricu lum .re "ncourogc<1 h> "i';1 Ihe I!RC'. "..,b,ile . 
hn::.org/i.''''''/parenling/Khoob/720I.h lm. I would 
p.rricul.dy C1'COU"'ge p.",nlS to ...,ad ,h rough Ihe following 
Q&A ,h. t leoche .. are eneou"'ged 10 .oy 10 Ihcir ,hikl""l: 
hn::.org/ documenlS/ . chool,_ Que'lion, _ Children_Ask.pdf. 

The T rulh T ha' S"' 5 Luve .... ee -July 25 is Ihe 4I»h 
.nni"e",.ry of H",,,",,,,, Vilat. The inserl in looai' buUNin has 
Iwo .nick. from the Ma.sachuS(t!; Calholi, Confcrt"Ilce Oil 
marriaS" IhAI ",laic 10 Ihe mo",1 rei:\llalion of fCrlilily as ,,·dl u 
lh~ honeS! relalionship of 10'''' rn,1,,"c~n hu,band and ,,"if~. In 
lenn. of .om~ of Ihc larS"r iss"", of the 4I»h anni'·e"'''I)', I prinl 
her-.: Ihe edilorial I wrol~ for our dOx:es~n n~wsp.per: 

The lo'·e of man and woman in m.rri'ge " .... mcam from Ihe 
b(gi"ning '0 be • "sacr>mcnl» of 'hc Io'·c Wilhi" Ihe hearl of Ihe 
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I.Iksscd Trinity. God ~rnlro mall in his "uag~ .. . "mal~ and 
femole he ~'eued th~m" (1 John 4:16; Gen 1:27·2l:l), He who is 
love ~'ealcd d'e human IX'rsOIl 10 lo~ u he 10vC"i (1 John 4;16, 
In 15:1J), Ni. 'l"ri"j11 ... i •. n ~Olllmunion of IX"SQll~, in ,du~h the 
overflowing love of Fadter and SOIl e terrully gmefllln lhe Holy 
Spiril, God ~reucd !he human JX"on male and fcmalt 
according to dun i"'"ge, so tlUlt ",a,n ami wOman could ~xi'l ill a 
<:ommnn;on nf persnns;n love 10 Iltnng Ih.1 thei, 10Vl', lno, 
<:ouid genef"-Ie I third person, ,.'ho would both be I froil of their 
loving union .nd I mel nl by ,,·hkh il ean be nourished and 
gro"'. 'Ihrough proaeuion, in other ""Om!, husband and wife 
partieipale in Go<:h ronti1ll.lll1 erel60n, reflect the image oflhe 
divine Gi~r, and yo,,' inlo e(ealer communion wid, each od,cr 
. nd with God, 

Sillce hwn:lll persons' g..:.ttst identity, dignity and ,"O<:a 6011 
.. ~ fOILnd in Ih • .;, b~ing m.cle in God's im.gt: .nd c.lledln grow 
inlO God'sliken~n; since Ihey cIo Ih.1 by living oU1lhfo nllp,i.1 
muning of Iheir pen;OI'1.lity, enl~ring into. lo,;ng communion 
of p~n;Ofl~ IhrcOlgh. mun .. 1 e):changt: of , elf·giflS; and ,inc~ Ihe 
w.y mn" human beings .chi~vc this ;1 Ihrough enlering into Ihe 
one·fksh uniotl of I mm and a wOmOJl in marn..gt:; 1I.nytlune 
d-..t corrupt! tile cisemi.1 meming of marilallovc has Cnonlloui 
comcqucn~el. 

n,i.;. why POI'" h ,,1 VT"l'roph~lic ~n<;)'dic.1 H""""'at Vi"'~, 
the .10"> onniv~~.ry of which Ih~ Chur<;h ~elchnlle< n~~t ""eel; is 
'0 impor!an! , Th~ tea<;hi"g of !hi$ " ncydical doc. nol corlc~rn 
somelhin!: pcnpheral 10 ChriSli.n life Ih.1 C.lho!iCl a",1 otheu 
U n C\i s<;ord or ignore wilho.,1 con,e<r-""'ce. II """01.'"" 
sQlnething indeed cent",llo a person's ",alk "'~Ih the Lord and 
to g~nuine hUm:lll fulfillment For if the real mel"ing oflruma" 
love is falsified, Illen nOl only willlhe inS!ilulion, of mOfl'iogc 
ond family he ",'eo k"ned, bul.ll ;nlcntClions wilh God and 
o lhe" , which 0", ' "Pl"",,,d 10 be oo"d on .df·gi~ing love, will 
Ix affc(ted. 

III H",,,,,,n(1l Vi ...... , Pope P,"1 VI reoffinned!lw Chun:h', 
~rCluli..l te:ad-.ing tI,al tile Use of ~onttictption ill marn...ge " 
. h ... ys immof"-1. "Il,e imm~dio.lc oceuion for the encyclical was 
dl~ invention of dle binh ~OIltroi pil~ which some dleologi •. n s 
po!ittd would nol fall under Ihe Church's tradiliorul prolubilion 
of conlraception .incc il worked chemically to prevent ovulal;on 
within a woman and, w,like malt or f<.-mak prophylactics, did 
not prev<! (1! Ihe physic. l <:ompleliOl'1 of Ihe morital .ct. l'op~ 
JOlul XXIII had commissioned a pand in 1%3 10 ;",'C'Sligatf tll~ 

",,,,,I;on .nd p.ul VI ~OI'1t1n'u:d the grolLp'I wnrk. AI Ihe end of 
their 'IlIdy, I majority of memlxrs thought tlu.l the modality of 
the plU made 11 mOf"-Uy ditt~renl trom other fom\! ot b,rth 
control; a minority, which included tlte future John Palllll, 
m1inlaincd II .. t tilt S:llllC deftCI was present in both: the choice 
10 do so<nt illing to rtnde< Ihe llI",i-..lacl u,lfruilful :Illd 
intentio""lly $el'0 .. lc Ihe unitive from Ihe [>ro<;n,,.li.-,, mc.ning 
of the oct Paul VI prayed, nuditd bodl reports :Illd rectivcd 
olh~r COtlru!d At Ihe encl of the proc~SI nf clisc~, mmenl, he 
condlIcI~cI tn.1 Ihe '''e of Ihe pill WOl mOnllly ~ imilar to Ihe lIse 
of other ~OlllfllCCpti"es and rtaffimle<! ti,e Clrurch's peremlli.1 
tHching 1n.1 d,e us~ of fomraception 10 rendn Ihe m.rit. llct 
inttntionally unfruitful il 111" .. )'1 imlllO(aL 

The dooJ1"~"1 couldn't h.v" lxcn rdcucd I t 0 WO~t ,ime, 01 
Ihe height of the .""",,1 revolUlion, when IhtfC wO$.o 111uch 
in.labilily in Ihe world ond will,in Ihe Chun;h. Many COlholic 
m. rri"d couples .nd ck,gy im",c<~.ldy di ssenud fron' Ihc 
lel~hing, oulra!;.,,] Ih.l Poul VI would rcjeCI Ihe findings of Ihe 
m.jorily of the e~perts. !.lUI one of the items in dlC encyclical's 

Ii,vr is ti,e f~ct dut Paul VI,. man very mu~h optII to 
~Otl$ultltion and fonning ~onsensus, rejected dl~ 6,ndinJ'\$ of the 
majority report He k.new well tI,.( lruth isn' t det~mlilled by vote 
and lI-..t he h. d a duty, in d"rity, to give " 'i,nC"is to Ihe Illlth, 
CVClI if m l ny would rcject it 

WidIin the <:ncyc~cal, dl~ Holy Falhff .d;:nowloogeu dUlt 
",arried coupiC'S could indeed havt s~riou. md mOUlU)' valid 
reuoru! - medica~ psychological. "Cnnomi~ ond sociol - 10 
de!irt '0 ","Oid Ixcoming pregnanl, b'.1( he ureslcd Ih .. tht}' 
n<'eded 10 ule morall)·· , .. lid mun!, like nalllf"-1 family planning. 
'Ihc e" enlial diff~renC<' Ix""een conff"-eeption .nd NFl' has 
nothing 10 do wilh OI1e'. being artificial and d,e Olher nafUf"-1. 
Rother, in COnlfllctplion d,e 'pouses' reject tlte built· in 
p<ocrc.tive meanine of (tch odler', sexuality in dlC very lei 
mlde by God for il to bt txp(C'S Icd, whaeu in ,-..tural family 
pl.nning. the cOl'pks acc~pl elch other in thcir lolalily, whi~h 
invol\",s God's crelling woman "'ith a cyclical potter<> 10 hc r 
fertility. In conlroceptinn, Ihe couple s«kl tn comc into nne· 
Hesh uninn willing ' s-ins' th~ir one· f1Mh union in a child; in 
N Fl', Ihe couplc pUIS no obll.dc hUI ! imply 'CCeplll Ihe 
womOJl'S God.givcntttnporuy infertility. In comNlccptiotl, God 
md his will 11": ulcnti.Uy "evicted" from d,e bedroom; in die 
lI,e ofNfP, God's ,,~U il t mbrlced and. couple karns to \clm 

how 10 "Xl""" lheir love in d~epe r w. )"1 ou l.id" of Ihe 
1>«1'00111 , In Ihe U$e of conln<;<:l'lion, . ince Ihe reproduclive 
mea"ing of thc r( l'roduCli,-", a~ 1 i. r"jN;led, pleasufC, ",Ih"r Ih.u 
king by . fruil of Ihe aC I, oftcn [,.,c01ne, Ihe 1"''£'0' <: o f Iht, aCI, 
and "1'011$"" Cln begin cons<:n,ulllly 10u~~ eld, olh~r for 
pleo.sure; using d,e otller, however. is dte opposite of loving the 
other, and on~e pleasure becomes th~ goa l of the mari l.la~l, 

11I,he< ,h. n "making lo~ e." lhe acl Ic'"olly begins 10 ~o ... od" 
",h.,,,ve< 10,'( Ih .. 's d,~re. In d,c usc ofNFP, "'Iher th.ll using 
co.ch olhc' for sexual plco'l11<c, Ihe co"ple blOwn, 10 grow in 
dlUtity and hulband. in partirolar grow in t ~nderrteu 10", ... rd 
Ihc womon's nohu.1 ,h)"lh11ls. n,e" I<C Inlg<: ond i",l,spulable 
~Ot"e~e'l(;C"i dUI flow from dtest enemio.J differeuces between 
COtHUceptiOtl l nd N I'P. In ~ ... rious studies it has been 
demO!lstral~d that the use of co"'r.~eption within marriage 
inertl$cs the tlivor!X .... IC, wluch alrcady is aboul 50 percent; the 
divorct "'It for d,ose who UlIC NFP is k •• tI,.", Iwo ~rcen1. 

Paul VI also prcdi<:lcd tI,.1 as d,e usc of contftlccptioll 
exp.nded, Ihe", ",·oulcl be I gt:nenl lo,,'ering of mo,..1 nlncUrdl 
tllfoue,houl socie ty, a riSt ;'l ;'lfiddily, • ko.tn;"g of r('pec I for 
","Omen by men Ind Ihe enerc;ve " Ie of cOl'1trlccpli\'<:! by 
governmena. $ inee 1968, I II of thc,e prophecies h.ve provt1l 
In'c, Moral H.ndard. luse plummeted 1$ condom, Irt pan«l 
o\lllike c:Illdy llld many adole1cffill t(ut sexual hook-ups like 
ca",aI evctlls, Marital infidelity •• tld divorce I .. ve skyrocketcd 10 
proponiolll (ha! few would h.ave IhooVII possible 40 yeal$ .ago, 
'n"ough COnlra~el'lion, men hove beg>U1 10 look.1 scxu.1 
activity ,,';thoul the re1poflSibl)' 10 support Iny child conceiv«l 
and hi, moth.,r; when a chilcl is conceived, it nften j,; loobd.1 0$ 

Ihe mother' s problem, s; nc~ she COt,lcI hove prewnled il by 
cOnlrll ception. It's unrurpr;sine dlat widespr~.d cOI1I11Iceptive 
ns~ Ius m~de the tlumlxr of his sexw.1 parl'I~f'! surge as ,",..,U. In 
lenn i of coercion by gowu1llle'l!s, ,,'" Can look no l OIt1y loward 
Ihc repressive One child policy in Chi"" Ihol impose. 
cOulfllceplion, slc,i\iz. lions ond .OOrlion', but olso 10 all Ihc 
devdop111cnl assi.lon<;<: from fif'!1 wo,ld ccomlri",. Ih.1 i. lied 10 
Ihi,c\.",,,,ld CQunt,iu' .~ceplollc e of Ihese ,.me evil p.-.clices. If 
all ofPoul VI'. l'",di<;lion$ h. ve proven v.li,~ then il i, . very 
good ;'ldi>;j. liol1. eVen 10 secularisw, d .. t Ius an.!ysis of Ihe 
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c.m~' of thos~ practic~, wu also vo.lid. 
Po< C. th"~ C'!, HKm~"~ V~ .. not iUllt oho" , ,he be .. "y of 

God's pl.n for maritallov~ o.nd Iif~ .ad th~ ~vil of 
~o.-, t "~<:l'tion, hut ohou t f.ith. C.,holic. hcli~v<: th'l the Holy 
Spirit guides the Clrurch to aU truth Ind prevM1ts h~r from ~""r 
",.king I mistake once about something relevo.nt to "'+'ot w~ 
need to 1>~lie,'e o r do to pleu e God ond cnt~ r ;nl" hi~ life, If I 
C. tJ,olic thinko IhO! the ClnJ<ch ,10<:. nol h. ~ c the ,uthonty to 
t ... ch on the essM1tial m~lning of love and of m.nuge, Ind 
"pccifieolly how conlnceptio<, vK"l,r~ 1 ChriSI. like love, then the 
Church would logically have no authority to t~och on faith .nd 
morols at .ll. The c r;,i, of H"",,,_ Vit.or ""l>osed 0 cri$i, of 
f. ilh. n'e 4(1~ o,miW:f$ory uf Ihi, <neydic.1 i, an rxc .. ion fur 
the whole Clruoch 10 gto,,- in faith and, duough Icceph,1f, and 
foll'N'ing Ihe te,ehing' of Ihe ~nCfclical, grow in Ihe type of 
hum." kl\'e Ihlll will ltdp Iu red."", mHri,!;"S, f"nili", and 
sociely as 0 ,.'hole. 

I',ms h Pa s .oml C"uncil M~'rn.""T~hip - In order 10 keel' the 
l'''i~h l', s tofll,l co"neil continuolly rencwed wilh new ;<k., ond 
en~rgy, ~very FIlii appoint "' least dUN: ne,., mmlbers to take 
the p l.ce o(t],«:( ur mure dcputing m"mb"" On Ihe 15l'el'$on 
ccunei!. 1l1C pllflX"C uf Ihe <:('"ncil ii 10 .d~i.e ,,,d ... i" me in 
the pastoro.l care of d,e m~mbers of th~ parish Ind on I wide 
von.:ly of olhe r ,nut",.". DU'le' in~olv( .11rorlonce., • mOllthly 
meeting be"'-""n September and June (g~ner:tny on the first or 
"«.ond Mon,t..y nighl <.>flhe month), on OJ"""''''' 10 Ihinking 
.hrough """"'I> .. , ue. . ffeeling Ihe I"ri~h u ,d lU expr"" une, 
p.-.y~di.,l."d prudent opi";o,, .bout step" forv.1trd, and 0 

",il1inglle .. 10 I~ke on a lru.\c:",lrip rol~ in Ihe plllish, which will 
!,~;ne ... ll)' . ho .... itlre!f in k",~ng ~ portieul" pruj~". Or 
subcommi !t~e over the course of lhe y ... r. If you ",ould be 
intereslffi in serv'''B OIl the paris h pas toral council Of ,,-ould like 
'0 hav~ ",e con.i<kr .omeo"" )'ou beli~~~ ",ould be. grrOl 
lelld~r i" d,e parish, please <'Inail m~ or drop m~ a note by the 
c"e! <.>f1ul)' , trr forming Ihe CC.HI~,i~ my "hjecliv~ in choooing 
.he Ihree n~'" ",.mbers ",ill be to bolancc ,cveral lhillg> - .kiI1· 

se!!;, "S", su , .th"icity, elc., so that th~ CaJI"illlOt only ca" 
rc:l'rc:~r.nt th" whole pori,h, h"t olso f'Hlcrion u an "(x~t;ulive 
• <: .. n~ w,d} d,C ability togcd'<r 10 gel ~ 101 accomplished. I would 
like 10 rl"",,k.llll thos~ lcackrs of our parish "'ho hive llbly serv.d 
on d~ parish »>sloro.l council during Ihe »>S1 rcO!, in "'hich 
wc!v( ma<k grcal Siridcs 0.1 the obj(clivN of slt"'~rdship, 
inc,""i"g communily ~pirit, ond will, r~l?Jll 10 rh~ Calh"li c 
Ch"ril'N carupaigtr . 

lJai ly H o ly H ours -! <'Ilcou"'B~ evel)' pe"Oll or fo.mily ill th. 
parish to try to come to the .fternoon holy hour ill th~ parish 11 

leas] OIle time a ,.~ek. 'I1I~ holy hour is hdd Mondor through 
'l1lUrso:by from 5:15·6: 15 pOll ond furnres the s<mg Lirurgy of 
Ih" J-Iou~, II..., r~cir...tion of Ih" HoI)' Rou ry, .do .. tion of th( 
Lord in d,e lllessffi s.cr:tnlem, confessions (whene~~r !'m 

resent and other rll 'ers. 

noed help fe, on 7128 all2:30 lI<Iloadltlg t10ms fo, the food pontry 
FIe .... help !fyou csn, Thonhl foul. (m.994.9907) 

,. 

ST,ANT HONYSE NIORS -Atou<July 28 m~tlllg.t 1:30, ...... will 
be wang .. gn.up. for Fe:rwoods on llugust 18. Snoct. a~lil.ble. Bingo 
will be pl3yfd New m~mMn aa always welco~ 

PARISI! PA W-SOX GAM F., AUGUS T 1<) - Th~ purSh youth 
poup,. spo"",,,n£:,, t"p to .e .. th" Pl\Irso::r: ~l Powtud ", 0 111 

Wedne><l~y, Apfil19. We ho"" up to tOO f,e. tlCk",s'o the gam .. Th. 

only 'o~ wlll be IS wS fet, Th .. memben of Ill .. youth g<0llf' an 
ulVlUng.ll p.""lno,*" 10 )01n them fOf 0 night of fun ond community· 
building:. W. would b, lea~ing on a bllS about 5pm and ,truming an" 
the gan> •. 1bo.e "'te,"'led lt1 atlendtltg "'. u<geci to <>gIl Ill •• ign.up 
""e"" '" the """nsty. Po< mOfe ",fomlsllOn, c.ll Luann ConnollJo at 
Sll8. 99 5. 4')0& 

fARMER'S MARKET COUPONS - Th .. Po"",,'. F,. McGwn"l' 
COUflcil of the K"'ght:; ofColumb"", WIll hoot the Commwmy 
Mlin.tr:um P<ogrom of Co ..u.n. EId.,ly Ser~",,, ino., '" tho 
dist"bubon ofF",,,,.: """"k", Coupons to old", p"',shron",. of s",,1 
Anthony of Pod ... ofPamt"" .flef the Mas. .. th,swe.k""d Th~ ... 
coupon. can be uoed by elder. al the Jo.cal fann .. "'o<k", .. th .. closest 
doo>gnoted SIt. be1l1g.t B.ook"""n P",k of New &<!fOfd. P",m .. o' 
Marut i •• nutrition program open""'" by th, E~truti~" Offio, of 
EJde< Aff""'., .... d the Ma<uchu.el1<' Depo<lnlenl. of Jlgaeullwal 
Re",urc~. 3f1d Pubhc H.alth. In ordu to b-o eligiblo for the SXl 
coupon. val"",.he p .... on rnll<t b. ov.,. lhe OS~ ofrSOand c""tj. th~1 
heOf"'~ IS eligible for Food Stamps, Puel A£:.iUn<." SSI. MA HoaIth, 
or subStdirei hou.ing. Th;.oppru:tu.-.ity is hmtltd to th. filS!. 30 
~u>ltfytng elde". F1ea.e dnect ony quest>On. concern~'g th .. 
opportumty.o S_<'fl Gutllott./CommufHl1 Maon •• :r...-n D tfoctor@ 
0il8863·5928 

n.~1TIlRY.QPIlRATIlD FA!>.'S - 'Iller< or •• """I''' .,fdoz.n >malt bouory 
<>p<<> .. d f.." .,.. il.",. i" 11'1< """"'ty to I'1<lp p..-,gu.".,." on p..,,,[.j..-Iy t>Ot 
~.,.. They .... 1M &111 ofM,. &< Mr •. RoI',O,Mioh.ud . 1("", odult;.would I, .. 10 
..... 0 .... "''''pIy"OP ,n'o Ih. ""nrty t>eror. M ... ."d"," can bo,t01lIO<I' (or 
tIl.M ... "" ,n. hono, 'Y'''m. 
TRIDn!>.'TINn MIlSS - On til. f,,,ts..w.-.,,l' of .... .,. moo"', "'" otl,o< ... 
th,S am mcrni"{lM .. , in Latm a:ooNing to.he 1962 Romorr M",", of Pope 
BI .... <:I 1""" xxm. n.. F,.""IOC>" 8>_00(11'1< 1",,,,,,,,[.jat.lu<I_'1""'t;" 
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