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This distinct arch serves as a gateway to th b = E -
Federal Hill in Providence, RI. G D —

:Possible
| event

ouse Create an Upper Harbor Heritage Trail Continue community-building
- Tell the story of the Upper Harbor Neighborhood with a heritage g c . .
e . walking trail: ’nvestment in the RlverSIde
- L aFEARaE ol B Identify key buildings and sites of historic and cultural interest to be "
5 - linked by the trail, such as the mills, churches, the Feast, the Museum of Park ne’ghborhOOd
€ L Madeiran History, and the first settlement site of New Bedford on the river _ The City has designated this area as part of a
0 . near Wood Street. { North End Community Development Target Area
d B Create a map of the trail with descriptions of significant sites and identify to fund storefront upgrades, housing rehabilitation,
Q g‘e sites Wit.h :Ilter:re:vs sig;\SU e} o g = = — | |¥= 1. and infrastructure improvements. Other needed
) T reate a neighborhood-based Upper Harbor Walking Club to promote the == L A fHorts include:
" " g U Heritage Trail and increase public health, seeking funds from public health st W= eiahlerfivad stabiljzgtioteHarfs infi¥de .
= o) =T e foundations and similar sources to help support creation of the trail and 111 | Initiatives to improve real and perceived security, such | =

i| |_the walking club.

as community policing, enhanced lighting, and youth
| programs.
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Create a Community Boathouse and other opportunities

—

Plan for water activities as the river cleanup
moves towards completion:

[ | Build a boathouse and ramp (initial- phase could .
include walk access only) at Riverside Park.

B Develop a rowing and boating program.

B  Establish new parkland, public amenities and a
public launch site for kayaks and canoes at the
City-owned Reliable Truss property.

B  Organize river races, catch and release fishing,
and volunteer water stewardship activities.

for water-oriented activities .

Redesign the avenue to emphasize its character as an international marketplace Q (i,
. 1 L. u 3 u . i S T
Organize a merchants’| assgciation or “Main Streets” program to encourage business-_ L O | (R

Come Down to the River! — Our Community’s Vision for the New Bedford Upper Harbor

Improve the streetscape on Draw people to the river

) "riverview streets” that connect
- I the neighborhOOd to the River to the neighborhood annually. Draw them to the

improvements.

Hathaway Street and Howard Avenue.

| o . o
[l Designation of a few streets as primary connectors to
] the river will make river access visibile to Acushnet B Host free outdoor movie screenings, concerts,
Avenue visitors and to neighborhood residents: [ | festivals, a farmers’ market, and other events

B Use simple signage or banners to identify streets that lead
to river access points, with future plans for streetscape

B Focus first on a few key streets, such as Sawyer Street,

with programs and events

The Feast already brings thousands of people

river at other times with fun and exciting activities:

in Riverside Park and other riverfront areas.
| B Encourage extension of the Feast activities to

the mills and the river.
B Develop programs for children and youth focused
on local history and the Upper Harbor environment.
Install “RiverCams”—yvideo cameras with live video
feeds to the internet—at activity points on the river
for security and to raise awareness about the river.
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Acushnet Avenue
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DLl L Acushnet Riverwalk

Existing Parks and Open Space

Proposed Parks and Open Space

Mill Area Preservation/
Reuse Priority

Mill Area Redevelopment
Opportunity

Community Institutions

collaboration for joint'mdrketing and imprayements ™
Support-businesses that will help expand work options for local residents S y
Improyve storefronts and facades, particularly the historic buildings from Eugeniga T i ¥
Street to Davis Street, using community development funds st. @, t:tH = O
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Create the Acushnet Riverwalk for public river access from Coggeshall - Attract new investment to the historic mill corridor

Street to Tarkiln Hill Road

— Work with the City and property owners to establish a

ﬂfﬂ

Create a plan and investment strategy for the mill corridor to preserve and create jobs, add add complementary new
uses, identify public infrastructure and amenity improvements, and secure riverfront access — high priorities include:

e continuous Riverwalk:

HH ; B Create a wide river promenade and associated amenities —

RETL o — viewing areas, open spaces, natural shoreline plantings, etc.

' 3 [\ @ Work cooperatively with property owners to provide river access. .’:1
B Identify potential early segments — demonstration projects. -8
- 1 \ B Secure public easements as part of Chapter 91 compliance.

B Identify and secure funding for design and construction. ?
B  Over the long term, work with the Towns-of Fairhaven and

Acushnet to extend a Riverwalk loop to the other side of the
river via Howland Road and Slocum Street.

Ensure the protection of the Coalition for Buzzards Bay building by
identifying an appropriate new user when the Coalition leaves the
building.

Encourage the adaptive reuse of the Cliftex buildings, including
exploration of the potential to create a visual connection to the

river from the neighborhood through the building.

Build on the existing Whaler’s Cove and Whaler’s Place redevelopment
by exploring residential redevelopment opportunities nearby.

Find interim uses for vacant sites, such as event parking, farmers’
markets, community gardens, or other community uses, taking
appropriate measures, such as site clean up and fencing for interim uses.
Identify a relocation site for the junkyard and, in the short term, work with
property owners to screen it with walls suitable for murals or plantings.
Invest in public realm improvements.

Consider creating a District Improvement Financing area to

T I

A

support public improvements.

o Ay
~ Former Reliable g~
Wi Truss Propertyg

Park, kayak &
canoe launch, salt
marsh restoration
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New Bedford Upper Harbor Building the Vision

ool Sireal [
PY P P ® ACUSHNET 1
Community Visioning Workshop 2 Bt | |
The study area for the New Bedford Upper Harbor Community B
Visioning Workshop is bounded at the south by I-195, at the west
The City of New Bedford and the —L y L2 . by Acushnet Avenue, at the north by Wood Street, and at the east o re T =
New Bedford Economic Development —— by the Acushnet River. It can be divided into three distinct zones: — -’r- —
Council, assisted by planners ' A waterfront zone comprised of both valuable underutilized };Lif' Can 2 L
! land and historically significant mill buildings that limit physical i mﬁ”ﬁ‘gum'
from Goody Clancy, sponsored a Eeumnr :
! e and visual connections to the waterfront from the neighborhood st HeeanD B
Community Visioning Workshop B ) B gans BXE
) tOt ewest ,‘;Mf-wz
focused on New Bedford’s Upper = . \ A culturally rich commercial corridor with community centered %ﬂ' i
Harbor on February 16th, 2008. o : | businesses along Acushnet Avenue Hﬁ%ﬁﬂbm&
The joseph Abboud Manufactu ring , i 2% « Avresidential zone that lacks connections to the many ' E;J;L 4y Stefint 4
Corporation made its cafeteria :;! i W wonderful existing assets within the community AROIMAT 50 Jﬁ'!"';
available for the event. This poster % Riverside ' ' e £
ASSETS THE WORKSHOP et s ¥
documents the workshop and the The worksh tincluded analysi fth brief Precnd e o
s T Brobklawn Parand \Riveksida Park e workshop event included analysis maps of the area, a brie T maft S
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vision that emerged from a day
of work by over 60 New Bedford
residents and leaders.

. The\Adshnzt Aoehbid commercial ared presentation by the Goody Clancy planning team, and two

sessions of small group activities. A week before the workshop,

2

«  Diverse neighborhoods

o Numerous schools and churches

the planning team met with a focus group of local residents, city
officials, and staff to identify a set of themes for the first round of 9(“0‘&

«  Museum of Madeiran Heritage

Community members approved the «  Thesite of the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament and other small group discussions. &"vﬂ\;\rg ;E%\U‘r
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V|S|.on Plan in three public mee’flngs = =F 5 Portuguése cultural traditions

durmg the summer 2008, f'ocusmg \ o oy - - Historic mill buildings Five small groups discussed these themes in a morning session.
especia"y on access to the river and ' . The Acushnet River itself In the afternoon participants worked in three groups to create
developing Acushnet Avenue as

- B F E =B & =

s wo=

FAIRHAVEN
e ﬁﬂﬁﬂé»\} H ‘

Fairhaven LS

- Thriving manufacturing in some mill buildings visions for the Upper Harbor area by working with maps and

markers and focusing on improving connections between

an international marketplace. (The B\ 'S : NSy E « Successful adaptive reuse in some mill buildings . .
meetings EUR VI A1 DA\ W City of | ) —Thtee Porigpaesssopal\clibs the waterfront, tl.'le. surrounding neighborhood, and Acushnet i 10- T
Y Bedford WU Harbor Vision Plan \ . _ Avenue. These visions were pre.serllt.ed to the larger group at the GI’OUP 1- Key priorities: Group 2- Key p”'o”'t"es: D
Community Meetings, summer 2008.) ISSUES e.”‘.j of the d?y' The et priofjties af‘fi elements from these e Create a pilot site for public waterfront access and e Identify and gain easements to create a recreational “loop” * [RECUSIVE, oy

/ : - Vacant or underutilized land along Belleville Avenue yiSIens prov!ded the basis for the final Vision-Plan. The findings events behind the Coalition for Buzzards Bay building around both sides of the river — Fﬂm‘
Funded by MassDevelopment «  Vacant historic mill buildings are summarized below: with appropriate signage and cameras for safety Enhance Hathaway Street from Acushnet Avenue to the i

. »  Continuing periodic dredging for environmental clean-up of river Increase signage along key east-west connector streets River, Howard Avenue, and the River's edge
and the Garfield Foundation , , : , . ' ; : ) W g T .
« Neighborhood-incompatible uses, such as a junkyard Obtain the easements needed to gain public access to Create an educational cluster in the Coffin Avenue area er Harbor I

with assistance from the g Wo Crancy

. . ) the River at key points and to create a riverwalk Create public facilities, a police sub-station, and an
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.

Create a pilot access point to the River at Howard Avenue information center at Riverside Park
Provide additional bus service throughout the neighborhood,
especially along Acushnet Avenue Group 3 - Key priorities:
Improve Acushnet Avenue between Coggeshall and e Create a plan for a riverwalk and secure funding
Phillips streets with Community Development Block e Secure funding to build a dock at the end of Sawyer Street
Grant funds for facade improvements, streetscape o Continue the City's strong effort to stabilize the area )
enhancements, and crosswalks between Sawyer and Nye streets to eventually accommodate
Initiate an “eyes on the water” web-cam program a walking loop and streetscape improvements
to increase safety Create a safe, structured after school activity for the youth
Improve housing Create a map and walking trail that incorporate the history
Strengthen the connection between Brooklawn of the neighborhood, the River, a variety of landmarks, and
and Riverside parks restaurants
Create a plan for the future use of the Coalition for Buzzards
Bay building

« Historic storefront facades covered with newer, less attractive
materials

«  Parking lots in front of newer businesses detract from pedestrian
experience along sidewalks

+  Need to accommodate festival and business parking CUGEHIAST

HOPE 5T
—DESAUTELS 5T.

«  Concerns about gangs and crime in some parts of the

WHETMAN 5T

neighborhood
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Strengthening the Upper Harbor: (R 1 Ft ik oo R [Z R < 3)
© (LAN Y Ceeoe FUADIAS | i \ - |
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Improving connections to the Acushnet River and (3) Sz Fvome o o
. ey y e . Bortiouse DockCPIE D
preserving the community’s rich cultural heritage b B o sioni TR
ERFL TP omoe A
erpbilie < —
spebelt L Wanlvs DR T
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L[] ° o L[] Fry c E-}]
Early Action Initiatives (9) ectort, sucirts
Iﬂ,{-ﬂ'ﬂﬁjﬁ:fﬂ%?ﬁ‘ﬁ oL :
. e ' cf J-I'(
B Create the Upper Harbor Heritage Trail B Create an Acushnet Avenue Corridor Plan L gf[m i ﬁ f /
by connecting a variety of landmarks and to strengthen its identity, appearance, < Ty S T
important institutions with Riverside and and character ISRl W) LA
Brooklawn parks with interpretive signage . . . g.lh Y +ﬁ%
and public art B Create two public access points to the River Ll 4?%
behind the Coalition for Buzzards Bay TH E M Es FOR TH E VISION 9 CreaE A
B Create a map of the Trail that incorporates building and at the end of Howard Avenue P s
the history of the community, the River, g%gﬁ{ﬁ
and a variety of landmarks and important W Install “River-Cams” (cameras with live Group 1: Jobs and Small Business Group 4: Historic Character and Reuse ; £ il
institutions video feeds to the internet) at the two This group was keenly interested in building on the area’s rich Themes that emerged from this group included: e e M =1L o <
p”'ority access points to the River and at cultural heritage. Ideas that emerged from this group included: . Document and inventory historic structures _n;%"i % ETT\%’“L s \ % __gé: 5 _}]“ :_ .
B Create the Upper Harbor Walking Club, Riverside Park : Busm'ests. collaboration and the organization of a business «  Create programs to educate children and the public on the historic % ;_e:?_;‘ %_K :é.. 5,‘] 3 1—. "\55:% \ 2 (i N
ossibly run by the Parks Department, to association ; he Upper Harb 5 gt |3 -4 -y e 3\ 2 LY
P 4 Y . . P "y ; Expanding festival areas towards the River lmporta'nce of the pper =2 M 1:‘7 :ﬁ: “k' A %‘3'-':13 ~ a }":—
promote the Heritage Trail, increase public B Work with property owners to screen the panding ” «  Determine whether historic storefront facades could be restored Lt = - ‘3;_5 o W 33 A& =B
health, and increase public education Jjunk yard from the neighborhood through » Educational opportunities and government programs to keep «  Determine best opportunities for underutilized mill buildings Rl | fEsey M D ia“: B 2, E

the use of mural and for ivy covered walls talented people and businesses from leaving the area

«  Resolving transportation access from Interstate 195 to Belleville

B Work with property owners to construct Group 5: Recreation and Special Events

Avenue, and for a “gateway” experience to create a better draw

Phase | of the Acushnet Riverwalk between B Host free festivals, movie screenings, and T Special events are an immediate way to inspire change and interest ..
Coffin Avenue and Hathaway Street farmers' markets—short-term projects in the area. Ideas that emerged from the discussion include: Lug;;i“ A i\
g «  Year-round activities to draw people together, such as free festivals, el e e
that could help give the redevelopment Group 2: Waterfront Access ’ ’ ) - o A” ==}
momentum [ movie screenings, and farmers’ markets i

Priorities for the group included: «  Strengthen access and views to the waterfront and a naturalized New Bedford Upper Harbor

«  Improving access and views to the water

Community Visioning Workshop

coastline

«  Enhancing connections to existing neighborhood assets, especially «  Improve directional signage to events and areas of interest within

Riverside. Park and.local schools

the Upper Harbor

«  Promoting pedestrian, bicycle and bus routes

ﬂl «  Connecting to Hicks-Logan and points south

Group 3: Environmental Issues

This group focused on cleaning up the existing polluted conditions
in the River and creating new, attractive environmentally-themed
destinations:

«  Prioritize cleaning the contaminated water of the Acushnet River
o Clean the littered streets

«  Improve public safety

. Create publicly accessible landscaped areas along a Riverwalk

lF MAS D - «  Create community gardens
- SUEVELOPMENT ' Enhance both views and access to the Acushnet River by punching
- Build. Create. Innovatg

holes through the underutilized waterfront mill buildings

=

GoobDy CLANCY « 2008
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Upper Harbor Vision Plan is an effort undertaken by the City of New Bedford, the
New Bedford Economic Development Council (NBEDC), MassDevelopment, and
Goody Clancy, to create a blueprint for the revitalization of this historic industrial
area. The New Bedford Upper Harbor and Acushnet River estuary neighborhoods,
which was the focus of these events, is bounded at the south by 1-195, at the west
by Acushnet Avenue, at the north by Wood Street, and at the east by the waterfront.

This Upper Harbor planning effort is being executed as a two-phase process. Phase
one focuses on the development of a community vision, gathered through a public
planning process and the second phase will develop a comprehensive district plan
that reflects the visioning process towards the goal of implementation. The complete
vision plan will be completed and presented in the early fall.

Visioning Workshop

A public presentation and a charette were held on the weekend of February 15, 2008
at the Joseph Abboud Manufacturing Corporation mill located within the district. This
event was advertised in the Standard Times newspaper, on the local radio station,
WBSM, and Mayor Scott W. Lang issued a press release, which was also posted on
the city’s website. The NBEDC and the City’s Planning Office also sent out mass
emails to their contacts from various organizations, including the NBEDC’s Council
members, the Coalition of Buzzards Bay, and Neighborhoods United, which represent
the city’s neighborhood associations.

On Friday evening, the students from MIT’s Design/Build Studio/Workshop presented
their design for the community boathouse and rowing facility that will be located
along the Acushnet River, with a possible site at the end of Sawyer Street. The
evening was great success, with over one hundred people in attendance. On the
following day, approximately sixty people arrived at the mill to participate in a
daylong charette. This process, overseen by the consultant firm of Goody Clancy,
consisted of breaking everyone into several groups in the morning to review maps
and visuals of the study area and discuss ideas, concerns and visions for what the
plan should focus upon. After lunch, the groups reconvened and determined their
top goals and objectives for the District. At the end of the day, the groups all
merged to create one audience to which each group presented their ideas.

Goody Clancy documented the notes, plans, and supporting materials from the
morning and afternoon sessions of the February 16 Upper Harbor Community
Visioning Workshop. Summaries of each group‘s discussion, including the goals and
issues that received the greatest emphasis, followed by verbatim transcripts of the
map and poster notes taken by each group's facilitators (refer to New Bedford Upper
Harbor Community Visioning Workshop Shaping the Future of the Upper Harbor
February 15th & 16th,, 2007 Summary Report & Workshop Record).



Community Input on the Vision
The City and NBEDC then presented the draft vision plan to the community to ensure
that Goody Clancy’s vision plan was what the public envisioned for the Upper Harbor
District. The planning team recognized that a greater level of involvement was
needed to reach a broader base in the district and to attempt to break through
language barriers. The City, NBEDC, and MassDevelopment decided that the best
way to accomplish this goal was to schedule several meetings in a variety of familiar
locations in the district, at different times with translators available, to attract as
many participants as possible. The community meetings were held on:

* Wednesday, July 30" at Brooklawn Senior Center at 6pm

= Saturday, August 2" at 9:30am outside at Riverside Park gazebo

* Thursday, August 7™ at Saint Anthony’s Church hall

Community meetings were publicized through an array of outreach methods,
including:
= Weekly Saturday morning local Portuguese radio station talk show
=  Weekly Compass newspaper in both English and Portuguese
= El Latino Expreso newspaper in Spanish
= O Jornal newspaper in Portuguese
= Meetings dates were printed for several weeks in the Saint Anthony’s Church
bulletin
= The Assistant City Planner and the Preservation Planner spoke on the Upper
Harbor during the Mayor’s monthly Friday morning talk show, live at City Hall
= Fliers were printed in English, Spanish and Portuguese and were placed on
the city’s website
= 2,000 of these multilingual fliers were dropped in the upper harbor
neighborhood by Youth Court, a group that oversees youth performing
community service hours
= Mass emails were distributed to the City Council and City department heads
= Multilingual fliers were emailed to Neighborhoods United, the umbrella group
for the city’s neighborhood associations, and the Bullard Street Neighborhood
Group

The meetings presented lively discussion and common themes emerged. The
common themes expressed by the participants during these sessions include:

e Develop the Acushnet Avenue Corridor as an international market with a
greatly enhanced physical presence and character that emphasizes local and
independent shop owners and encourages an increase in pedestrian activity.

e Targeted and increased marketing of exiting strengths (i.e. restaurants,
parks, etc.) to both New Bedford residents and visitors.

e Accelerated development of the river-walk and other access points to the
waters edge such as the boathouse and former Reliable Truss site.

e Market and promote development and public access along the river and a
revitalized Acushnet Avenue as new sources of pride for the city, turning long
perceived negatives into new strengths for the city.



COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

The community meetings began with participants being greeted by the NBEDC and
Planning staff that encouraged them to review the visuals, and ask any questions
they may have regarding the draft vision plan, the process, etc.

Each community meeting included a brief presentation from the NBEDC to provide
the participants with an understanding of how the Upper Harbor draft plan was
developed. Public input and discussion was facilitated at each meeting by the vice
chair of the New Bedford Planning Board. The planning staff through flipcharts
documented the participants’ input on the vision plan. The following input was
gathered at each of the three community meetings from approximately forty
participants.

Community Meeting 1 — Brooklawn Senior Center

= Public access to waterfront
= Riverwalk should be Phase | of the implementation of the plan
0 Early access will give public better perspective of redevelopment
progress of the mills
0 Create a better perception of the district
0 Spur progress in the neighborhoods and the district
= Riverwalk would provide an essential link from northern neighborhoods in the
District to Riverside Park
= Perception of Riverside Park is mixed; safe during the day, unsafe at night
= Restoration of Reliable Truss site
0 Provide for canoe/kayak launch in Phase | of the project
=  “Get people on the water”
= Traffic management/calming
0 The Avenue, Ashley Blvd. and North Front St. become one-ways
= Historical survey/assessment of the District and its resources (a partial survey
has been completed by the City)
= Need for a heritage trail linking all the resources
0 Churches are a draw for heritage tourism
o Ethnic, urban gardens
= Recognize and appreciate the cultural, “European” atmosphere of Acushnet
Avenue
o Prefer smaller, unique niche boutiques, cafes, shops, restaurants
o0 Prefer the walkability of the Avenue, but needs enhancement
0 Appreciate the access to diverse services that the Avenue provides,
i.e. post office, dry cleaning, “village-living”
o0 Enjoy the urban and international feel of the Avenue
0 Close the Avenue one day a week to create a open, street market with
a trolley running a loop for transportation
0 Make the Avenue a destination with its own unique identity, i.e.
Federal Hill, Providence, RI
o Design uniformity in the streetscaping, with signage, streetlights,
storefront awnings, street furniture, banners, planters, unique
pavement applications
o Implement empty storefront program, i.e. art in the windows through
partnerships with the schools, cultural organizations



Community Meeting 2 — Riverside Park

= Redevelopment of the mills should include community needs, such as co-
operative stores, mini-mall, i.e. downtown Providence, Quincy Market
=  Empty, triangular lot across from Cliftex mill, should be considered for
resident parking/community events, i.e. the Feast
o Enhanced planned parking and streetscaping that require quick and
easy design improvements “phase | implementation”
=  Plan for future uses not revolving around traditional vehicular uses
o In the mean time, parking may be provided in ways that do prohibit
future alternative development of the sites, i.e. no structured parking
=  Shuttles to events and programs on the river and throughout the city
= Improve public transit in the area
= |mprove pedestrian experience through enhanced sidewalks with seating and
bus shelters
= Relocate underutilized benches at Riverside Park to the playground/soccer
field areas
= Community swimming pool with a pavilion
= Construct a performance half shell for movies, music, cultural events
= Create heritage trail throughout the District
o Collaborate with appropriate community organizations, i.e.
Preservation Society, WHALE, NPS
=  Community gardens sited in appropriate areas and could reflect the ethnic
culture of the neighborhoods
= Create pocket parks and green spaces
= Public access to the waterfront
= Riverwalk should be a dual pedestrian/bike path with delineation to
accommodate the dual use
= Riverwalk promenade outlook (east/west connections) i.e. San Antonio model
= Improve streetscaping with better east/west links
0 Special streetscaping that leads to the waterfront
o0 Wayfinding signage for identification, i.e. Freedom Trail
= Designate Acushnet Avenue a “slow street” with signage and speed tables,
bike lanes i.e. Berkeley, CA
= Market the Avenue better with a retail directory/maps, rack cards
= Make the Avenue tourist/pedestrian friendly
o Wider sidewalks
o0 One-way traffic flow on both the Avenue and Ashley Blvd. to create a
loop
=  Provide opportunities for facade improvements
= Create an identity for the Avenue
0 Market its cultural resources
o Improve gateway entrance at Coggeshall Street
0 Build upon the authentic, ethnic feel i.e. “international boulevard”
= No big chain stores/restaurants
0 Build upon the uniqueness of the existing establishments
0 Balance with family-friendly restaurants
=  Provide for entertainment to 18-20 year olds i.e. Providence
=  Address litter and code enforcement issues
= Selected demolition of blighted properties



Community Meeting 3 — Saint Anthony’s Church hall

= Visitors Center at the gateway entrance from 1-195
0 Serve as a place of orientation
o Provide informational brochures, rack cards
0 Live person to answer questions
=  Community center/visitors center at waterfront, possibly the boathouse at
Sawyer Street
= Dog park
= Textile museum
= Light Saint Anthony’s Church spire and other notable landmarks at night
0 Act as a draw
=  Facade improvements along the Avenue
o0 Facade easements under City control
= Limit chain stores while providing incentives for niche shops and cafes
0 Use existing chain stores as anchors for future mom and pop
businesses
= Conduct a market analysis of the Avenue similar to the downtown
= Encourage development that replaces blight while maintaining the character
of the Avenue
o Design review - maintain minimum setbacks, signage, etc.
= Improve building code enforcement
0 Address litter issue
0 Address vacant properties
= Address the issue of “cruising” traffic
= Address parking issues along the Avenue
0 Provide parking behind the Avenue
0 Spot parking throughout the District using city’s vacant lots
0 Create useful, enhanced parking signage
= Enhance public transportation throughout the District and linking to downtown
= Utilize traffic calming measures on the Avenue
= Create BID for the Acushnet Avenue businesses
= Market the Avenue, invest in the businesses and improve their physical
conditions
= Reintroduce the former “International District” on the Avenue
0 Use a PWED for street improvements
0 Must sustain a collaboration between the City and businesses
= Inventory the existing resources/businesses on the Avenue to develop a retail
directory
=  “Change the mood” of the Avenue by creating identity through streetscaping
and design review
" Immediate improvements/access to waterfront will change perception
0 “Create a sense of pride”
=  Current and future riverfront will act as a natural stimulus for the
revitalization for the District
= Public access to the waterfront, i.e. riverwalk
0 Security along riverwalk
o Link riverwalk to Acushnet and Fairhaven side of harbor
= More restaurants along the waterfront
= More mixed-use businesses along the river
= More open space in the District



SUMMARY FINDINGS

Strong support was expressed from the participants at all three community meetings
that the City needs to better harness the assets of the study area to ensure that they
are utilized to their fullest potential. The Acushnet Avenue Corridor and the
development of the river walk received enthusiastic support for complete planning
and development. Many participants articulated that marketing existing assets and
short-term successes are needed to build momentum in what could be a 10-year
development plan.

A summary of consistently expressed comments during each of the sessions has
been grouped together and are as follows:

Acushnet Avenue Corridor
= Develop the Acushnet Avenue Corridor as an international market with a
greatly enhanced physical identity and character that emphasizes local and
independent shop owners and encourages an increase in pedestrian activity
= Establish design review for Acushnet Avenue
=  “Change the mood” — Create pedestrian-friendly Avenue
0 Address the “cruising” issue
o0 Create an identity to the Avenue using streetlights, street furniture,
bus shelters, etc.
= Establish a gateway experience at the Coggeshall Street entrance and
gateway intersections at key locations

Riverwalk/Waterfront Access
= “Get on the river!” - Immediate water access was stressed at every meeting
0 Start at a central access point while walk is developed
o Kayak/canoe launch at the former Reliable Truss site
= Establish east/west connections with promenades jutting into the river
= Utilize Riverside Park as an existing community asset
= Acquire easements along the waterfront so that as funding becomes
available sections of the riverwalk may be constructed
= Create riverwalk connecting former Reliable Truss site to Riverside Park,
thereby connecting the neighborhoods

Marketing

= Targeted and increased marketing of exiting strengths (i.e. restaurants,
parks, etc.) to both New Bedford residents and visitors

= Develop a consistent source of funding and management for promotional
activity

= Market on a equal level with the downtown

= Market and promote development and public access along the river and a
revitalized Acushnet Avenue as new sources of pride for the city, turning
long perceived negatives into new strengths for the city



Neighborhoods
" Increase homeownership to address quality of life issues/concerns
= Provide funds for exterior home improvements

The main goal of the community meetings was to encourage greater participation
from residents and stakeholders who live and work in the project area, through
extensive outreach. The participants in attendance were energetic and represented
a wide range of stakeholders, though the residents of the neighborhood made up a
small number of total participants. The reason for the less than expected resident
turn out may be attributed to this type of event being foreign to their experience and
the fact that this area of the city has a low homeownership rate, and therefore
residents in the area are not as invested as in other sections of the city.

As the visioning process concludes, public outreach must be continued and
intensified to overcome skepticism and apathy regarding the future development of
these neighborhoods. The City and the NBEDC are hopeful that as progress is made
through the creation of the riverwalk and improvements to the Acushnet Avenue
corridor, that these accomplishments will increase residents’ awareness and
participation in future planning and development projects.
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SouthCoastToday.com: Public access key component of New Bedford's upper harbor plan ~ Page 1 of 2

Public access key component of New Bedford's upper
harbor plan

By Joe Cohen —_

Standard-Times staff writer Text §|ze. “ I A_l A ey )

July 31, 2008 6:00 AM [T Print this Article , Email this Article
ShareThis

NEW BEDFORD — A draft plan for upper New Bedford Harbor
revitalization proposes three new, east-west, public-access waysto = MOST VIEWED STORIES

the Acushnet River and a north-south walkway starting above Fairhaven man dies from motorcycle
Coggeshall Street and continuing for miles along the river to above crash injuries

Wood Street. | Flood damage 'looked like Katrina'

Under the plan, the public would gain access to the riverfront and Dartmouth pilot confident, puts faith in
walkway at both ends of the promenade or from Sawyer and God |
Hathaway streets and Howard Avenue. Summer home struck by lightning |
At present, there is extremely limited public access to the riverfront A flood of reader photos |
along the upper harbor, and no way to walk along it for any distance. Civilian flaggers may be directing traffic

A boathouse for small rowing and sailing craft is proposed for the by October

Coggeshall Street end of the walkway, and a new park for the

New Bedford officials address Pulaski

northern end. concems

Details of the plan were discussed Wednesday evening ata -
community meeting conducted by the city Planning Department and New Bedford Economic Development
Council. Planners are seeking public comment.

Meetings will be held at 9:30 a.m. Saturday in Riverside Park near the playground, and at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7 in St.
Anthony's Church Hall, 1359 Acushnet Ave.

About 20 people attended Wednesday's meeting; public officials outnumbered residents about 2-to-1. Those
attending included Ward 1 City Councilor Linda M. Morad and Ward 2 City Councilor Steven Martins. Most of the
affected area is in Mr. Martins' ward.

Derek Santos of the Economic Development Council noted the relatively sparse attendance at the meeting, held in
the Brooklawn Park Community Center. "Most important to us is the quality of the exchange” of participants, Mr.
Santos said, "not the quantity."

Jennifer Gonsalves, vice chairwoman of the Planning Board, said she does not remember ever having access to
the waterfront along the upper harbor, and believes the current effort "represents an incredible opportunity.”

The upper harbor waterfront is dominated by old mills. The neighborhood is delineated by the river to the east,
Acushnet Avenue to the west, Wood Street to the north and Coggeshall Street to the south.

Residents who attended the meeting indicated that they are interested in having a walking path along the river,
and comparisons were made to paths along waterways in Rhode Island and Maine.

Residents also expressed interest in efforts to upgrade Acushnet Avenue as a shopping and cultural center.

City Planner David Kennedy said that business district has been studied for 30 years. Mr. Kennedy said it has
among its assets 300 stores with no more than a 10 percent vacancy rate, and public transportation along its
length.

Ms. Morad suggested an effort to bring "design unity" to the avenue, possibly with new lights, planters and
banners. Ms. Morad also represents the North End Business Association, and said making the avenue one-way

http://www .southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbes.dll/article?AID=/20080731/NEWS/807310393... 8/13/2008
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SouthCoastToday.com: Public access key component of New Bedford's upper harbor plan ~ Page 2 of 2

deserves consideration.

Contact Joe Cohen at jcohen@s-t.com

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbes.dll/article?AID=/20080731/NEWS/807310393... 8/13/2008
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ST

Beyond My
Microphone

In continuing to bring development
ard betterment to our city, the Planning
Department, Planning Board and the
Office of Economic Development have
joined forces and prepared the Upper
Harbor Vision Plan. The boundaries
ofthe area encompass: Acushnet
River west to Acushnet Avenue; from
Coggeshall Street north to Wood Street.
However, the boundary lines are not
finite and the former Reliable Truss site,
Hicks Logan Sawyer District, Harbor
Plan and Brooklawn Park are also taken
into consideration.

building blocks of a community.

~ Neighborhood planning requires

personal knowledge of the economic,

~_ social, and physical characteristics of

the area, and the people who know these
issues best are those who live there. It
is essential to gather input from the
residents to ensure that the fabric of the
community is maintained and integrated
into the Upper Harbor Vision Plan.”

To that end, three meetings have
been scheduled: Wednesday, July 30th
at 6:00 pm at the Brooklawn Senior
Center; Saturday, August 2nd at 9:30 am
at Riverside Park (near the playground);
Thursday, August 7th at 6:30 pm at the
St. Anthony Church Hall (use Nye Street
entrance). For the benefit of non-English
speaking residents, translators will be
present.

New Bedford residents must
participate in this decision-making
process and involve themselves in
the outcome., Don't let others decide
your future, for it is too precious a
commodity. Attend these meetings and
be proud to build upon a rich legacy that
no one outside this city can claim. Lend
your voice at these meetings and the

,Iﬁmn'e will speak for itself.

melhoramento de tradigbes culturais.

O Plano de Visiio Upper Harbor
define mudangas positivas para a nossa
cidade. No entanto, vocé, o cidadio
da nossa cidade tem que elevar a sua
VOZ ¢ comunicar as suas intengdes, se
New Bedford vai em frente como uma
luz brilhante para o futuro. Conforme
o Mayor Lang disse: “A voz dos
cidadfios ird ajudar New Bedford a
definir as metas para a drea da Upper
Harbor que podem capitalizar nos
pontos positivos da nossa cidade .., Os
melhores recursos da nossa comunidade
530 0s nossos cidaddos e eu incentivo
todos para participarem e auxiliarem
a moldar o Distrito do Upper Harbor.”
Por seu turno, Matthew Morrissey,
Director Executivo do Concelho de
Desenvolvimento Econdmico de New
Bedford ja validou'a importéncia da
intervengio dos residentes dizendo: “As
vizinhangas sfio os pilares estratégicos
da comunidade. Plancamento de
pessoal das caracteristicas econémicas,
sociais ¢ fisicas da drea, € 0 povo que

- conhece bem estes temas sdo aqueles
* que 14 vivem, E essencial colhermos

informagdo dos residentes para assegurar
que o fabrico da comunidade mantém-se
integre no Plano de Visiio Upper Harbor.

Para isso, trés reunides foram
marcada: Quarta-feira, dia 30 de Julho
is 6 da tarde no Brooklawn Senior
Center; Sabedo, dia 2 de Agosto as 9:30
da manhi no Parque Riverside (perto dos
brinquedos de criangas); e na Quinta-
feira, dia 7 de Agosto s 6:30 da tarde,
no Centro Paroquial de Santo Anténio
(entrada pela Nye Street). Para beneficio
dos residentes que nio falam Inglés,
tradutores estarlio presentes.

Os residentes de New Bedford
devem participar neste processo de
decisdo e envolverem-se no resultado
final. Nilo deixe que outros decidam
o seu futuro, pois é precioso demais.
Esteja presente nestas reunides e sinta-
se orgulhoso de construir num legado
rico que pertence somente a nds que
residimos aqui. Participe nestas reunides
e o futuro falerd por si proprio. .
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In many ways this vision plan as
enrepreneurial as it can be construed,
is a giant leap forward in creativity,
while preserving the rich, cultural
heritage of the ¢ ity. To name a
few examples, the Upper Harbor Vision
Plan calls for a boathouse, riverwalk,
heritage trail that tells the story of the
Upper Harbor, access points to the river
and many activities for residents. It also
cal's for adaptive reuse of historic mills
as well as enhancing cultural traditions,

The Upper Harbor Vision Plan
delineates positive change for our
city. However, you, the citizen of our
fair city must raise your voice and
make your intentions known, if New
Bedford is to go forward as a shining
light into the future. As Mayor Lang
has stated: “Input from residents will
help New Bedford define goals for the
upper harbor area that capitalize on
the city's assets ... Our community’s
greatest resource is our citizens and I
encourage everyone to participate to
help shape the Upper Harbor District.”
In turn, Matthew Morrissey, Executive
Director of the New Bedford Economic
Development Council has validated the

importance of resident’s input by stating:

“Neighborhoods are the strategic
rage 14

_ PARAALEM DO
MEU MICROFONE

por Maria José Carvalho

Continuando com o
desenvolvimento da nossa cidade, o
Gabinete de Planeamento, o Concelho

Pl to e o Gabinete de
D olvimento Econémico deram as
mios e prepararam o Plano de Visiio da
direa denominada “Upper Harbor”. Os
limites da drea sfio: O Rio Acushnet
oeste para a Acushnet Avenue, da
Coggeshall Street norte para a Wood
Street.” No entanto, o sitio do Reliable
Truss, o Districto Hicks Logan Sawyer,
o Plano Portudrio e o Parque Brooklawn
também entram em consideraglio.

De muitas maneira este plano

“visiondrio é empreendedor e pode ser

considerado como um passo gigante
para a frente em criatividade, enquanto
conservando a heranga cultural rica

da comunidade. Nomeado alguns
exemplos, o Plano de Visiio Upper
Harbor menciona uma casa de abrigo de
barcos, caminho ribeirinho, um passeio
panorimico que conta a histéria da
Upper Harbor, ponto de acesso ao rio e
muitas actividades para os residentes.
Também ¢ incluido no plano adaptacao
de fibricas historicas assim como

July 25, 2008

City of New Bedford.

Upper Harbor Wednesday 6pm
Vision Plan collawn Sent

Brooklawn Senior
Community Meetings

Center

The Upper Harbor Community includes:

* The Acushnet River .
P P st it Saturday 9._3Elam
= Historic Mills August 2, 2008

Neighborhoods Riverside Park

Mayor Lang and the City of New Bedford jrounc)
Planning Department want to hear from you. !
Piease ke this opportunity to participate in a

meeting to review the draft vision plan that was
developad at a pubic planning workshop in February.

We need you to help shape the future growth and
development possibilities for the future,

Portug and Sp s will be
Questions: Please call the City of New Bedford
Planning Office at 508-979-1488,

Thursday 6:30pm
August 7, 2008
St. Anthony’s
Church Hall

This is your community — don‘t let others control
New Bedford's future!

The Weekly Compass
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buted in Massachlusetts and Rhode Island @ Number 1687 B July 25, 2008 W ojornal.com

GRATIS * FREE

Falando

sem microfone
" Por Maria José

Coma residente de New Bedford & meu dever de me inte-
ressar sobre o desenvolvimento da cidade. Um dos projec-
tos que despertou o meu interesse € o “Plano de Visio” da
direa denominada “Upper Harbor,” cujos limites da firea
sdo: 0 Rio Acushnet, oeste para a Acushnet Avenue ¢ da
Coggeshall Street norte para a Wood Street. No entanto, o
sitio do Reliable Truss, o Distrito Hicks Logan Sawyer, o
Plano Portudrio e o Parque Brooklawn também entram em
considerago. :

Num esforgo colaborativo, o Gabinete de Planeamento,
a Comissdo de Planos e o Gabinete de Desenvolvimento
Econémico da Cidade de New Bedford desenvolveram
este “Plano de Visio™ que contém muitas iniciativas ino-
vadoras, desde a criago de poritos de acesso'ao rio Acus-
hnet, uma casa de “botes” com actividades recreativas
aquiticas para o piiblico ¢ um caminho ribeirinho a um
passcio panorimico, que conta a histéria da Upper Harbor.
Incluido também no plano estd a adaptagdo de fibricas his-
tdricas, assim como o melhoramento das tradigdes cultu-
rais jd existentes.

Niio foi esquecida a importincia da drea comercial da
Acushnet Avenue ainda sub-utilizada no seu potencial, o
que pode representar mais postos de emprego para os resi-
dentes ¢ assim abrir portas para mais companhias escolhe-
rem New Bedford como sede para os seus produtos e ser-

. vigos.

O grupo que trabalhou neste “Plano de Visio™ tomou
ainda em consideragio certos problemas imperativos como
a seguranga, recomendado um posto de policia, transportes
colectivos, estacionamento para a &rea comercial e necessi-
dades residenciais nesta drea.

18

Agora que o plano estd pronto para ser desvendado ao
piblico, trés reunides foram marcadas para tal apresenta-
¢hio: quarta-feira, dia 30 de Julho as 6 da tarde no Brook-
lawn Senior Center; sébado, dia 2 de Agosto, as 9:30.da
manhd, no Parquc Riverside (perto dos brinquedos de
criangas); e quinta-feira, dia 7 de Agosto, as 6:30 da tarde,
no Centro Paroquial da Igreja de Santo Anténio (entrada
pela Nye Street). Para beneficio dos residentes que ndo
falam Inglés, tradutores estardo presentes.

Este plano contém niio s6 algo de especial e de impor-
tante para os residentes de New Bedford, como contribui
também para a diversidade do panorama naturalistico de -
Massachusetts, Aqui estd a oportunidade ideal para o
envolvimento dos residentes da drea, que presentements
carece um “empurriio” de melhoramentos positivos.

Falando recentemente sobre este plano, o Mayor Lang
incentivou os residentes dizendo: “A voz dos cidaddos ird
ajudar New Bedford a definir as metas para a drea da Upper
Harbor que podem capitalizar nos pontos positivos da
nossa cidade... Os melhores recursos da nossa comunidade

- sio 0s nossos cidaddos e eu incentivo todos a participarem

¢ a auxiliarem a moldar o Distrito do Upper Harbor.” *

Por 'seu turno, Matthew Morrissey, Director Executivo
do Conselho de Desenvolvimento Econémico de New Bed-
ford, também validou a importincia da intervencio dos
residentes dizendo: “As vizinhangas siio os pilares estraté-
gicos da comunidade. Planeamento de vizinhangas requer
conhecimento pessoal das caracteristicas econdmicas,
sociais € fisicas da frea, € 0 povo que conhece bem estes
temas sio aqueles que 14 vivem. E essencial colhermos
informagiio dos residentes para assegurar que o fabrico da
comunidade mantém-se integre no Plano de Visio Upper
Harbor,"

Muito estd na mesa para ser digerido pelos residentes de
New Bedford, e 56 eles é.que podem dizer de “sua justica”™
sobre este plano. E hora de o conhecer, e de dar a sua opi-
nidio, avangando em frente e capitalizando no nosso legado
rico em cultura, tradicdes e heranga.
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City of New Bedford

U p pe r H a rbo r Wednesday 6pm
July 30, 2008

ViSion Pla n Brooklawn Senior

Center
Brooklawn Park

Community Meetings New Bedford, MA

The Upper Harbor Community includes:

= The Acushnet River g

% Aevlinet Avancs Saturday 9:30am

= Historic Mills August 2, 2008

= Neighborhoods Riverside Park
Mayor Lang and the City of New Bedford (near the playground)
Planning Department want to hear from you. New Bedford, MA

Please take this opportunity to participate in a
meeting to review the draft vision plan that was
developed at a pubic planning workshop in February.

We need you to help shape the future growth and
development possibilities for the future.

Portuguese and Spanish translators will be available, .
Questions: Please call the City of New Bedford Thursday 6:30pm
Planning Office at 508-979-1488. August 7, 2008

St. Anthony’s
Church Hall
1359 Acushnet Avenue

(use Nye St. entrance)
New Bedford, MA

This is your community — don’t let others control
New Bedford’s future!
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City of New Bedford

U p pe r H a rbo r Wednesday 6pm
July 30, 2008

Vi Sio n Pla n Brooklawn Senior

Center

" . Brooklawn Park
Community Meetings ol Bedvaord, MA

The Upper Harbor Community includes:

* The Acushnet River %

= Acushnet Avenue Saturday 9:30am
= Historic Mills August 2, 2008
* Neighborhoods Riverside Park

Mayor Lang and the City of New Bedford (near the p’ayground)

Planning Department want to hear from you. New Bedford, MA
Please take this opportunity to participate in a

meeting to review the draft vision plan that was
developed at a pubic planning workshop in February.

We need you to help shape the future growth and
development possibilities for the future.

Portuguese and Spanish translators will be available. . i

Questions: Please call the City of New Bedford ThurSday 6'30p

Planning Office at 508-979-1488. August 7, 2008
St. Anthony’s

Church Hall
1359 Acushnet Avenue

(use Nye St. entrance)
New Bedford, MA

This is your community — don’t let others control
New Bedford’s future!
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Cidade de New Bedford

Plano de Visao da
Upper Harbor

Reunioes Comunitarias

A Comunidade “Upper Harbor”
inclui:

= O Rio Acushnet

= A Acushnet Avenue

= As Fabricas Historicas

=  Bairros

O presidente da Camara Lang e o
Gabinete de Planeamento da Cidade
de New Bedford querem conhecer a
sua opiniao..

Tradutores de Portugues e Espanhol
estarao presentes.

Para perguntas: Favor chamar para o
Gabinete de Planeamento da Cidade
de New Bedford 508-979-1488.

Quarta-feira as 6pm
30 de Julho de 2008
Brooklawn Senior
Center
Brooklawn Park
New Bedford

Sabado 9:30am
2 de Agosto de 2008
Riverside Park
(perto dos brinquedos)
New Bedford, MA

Quinta-feira 6:30pm
7 de Agosto de 2008
Centro Paroquial da
Igreja de Antdnio
1359 Acushnet Avenue
(use a entrada da
Nye St.)

Ciudad de New Bedford

La Vision Alta Del Puerto

Reunion de la
Comunidad

La Puerto Alta de la Comunidad
inclui:

El Rio De Acushnet
Acushnet Avenue
Historic Mills
Neighborhoods

El Alcalde de la Ciudad de New Bedford
y el Departamento de Planning quiere
oir de ti.

Traductores vas a estar disponible
para las personas que hablen Espanor
y Portugues.

Si tienes Preguntas: Por favor llame la
ciudad de New Bedford en la oficina de
Planning 508-979-1488.

Miercoles a las 6pm
El 30 de Julio 2008
Brooklawn Senior
Center
Brooklawn Park
New Bedford, MA

Sabado a las 9:30am
El 2 de Agosto 2008
Riverside Park
(cerca de el parque)
New Bedford, MA

Jueves a las 6:30pm
El 7 de Agosto 2008
St. Anthony’s
Church Hall
1359 Acushnet Avenue
(uso la entrada de Nye St. )
New Bedford, MA
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year of St. Paul

JuLY 27, 2008

Mass Schedule and Intentior
Saturday, July 26

400 pm Roger Quintin
Sunday , July 27
6:30 am Jeronimo Valdez & Family

8:30 am Felix Ouellet
10:15 am Marcel Rogissart
Monday, July 28

7:00 am Jacob D). Vasconcelos
Tuesday, July 29

T:00 am Daonald Durante
Wednesday, July 30

T:00 am Eduardo Ferreira Arruda
Thursday, July 31

7:00 am Miguel Gomes

Friday, August 1
5:15 pm In Honor of the Sacred Heart

Saturday, August2

B:00 am Mr. & Mrs. Jose Anjo & Family
400 pm John Connolly (11" Anniversary)
Sunday , August 3

6:30 am Intentions of Angelo DeBortoli
8:30 am Raymond Roy Sr.

10:15 am Mr. & Mrs. Joao Maura

Financial Report

Income:

Panish Collection $3,328.94
Shrines $239.23
Bmngo S1,000.00
Pansh Debt §1,811.80
Shaw’s Return Receipts Program §1,294.51
Renovation Fund £26.00
Fuel ..525.00
Food Pantry $20.00
Organ Restoration $120.00

Among this Week’s Bills & Expenses:

Parish Staff Average Weekly Salaries .. 52,337.75

Panish Staff Average Weekly BC/BS L JOT291

Pansh Staff Average Weekly Pension e $207.24
(Total Average Weekly Expenses = 86,900)

PRAYERS — Please keep Theresa and Emest Jarvis, Paul Gomes,

Kathleen Brum, Helen Beader, Claire Souza, Trene Jette and all the ill of

our parish in your prayers. If you or a family member is sick or injured
and would like to reguest the prayers of vour lellow panshioners, p]r:n«:
call Pauline at the rectory or email Fr. Landry,

BINGO — Bingo will be held on Wednesday at 6:45 p.m. Doors and
kitchen open at 00 p.an

NEXT KENIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING — Tuesday,
Angust 12 at 6:30 pm in the pansh hall,

NEXT PAULINE YEAR BIBLE STUDY — Aungust 10 ar 6:00 pm
in the parish hall. In preparation, please try to read St. Paul’s Second
Letter to the Thessalonians. All are welcome.

NEXT SALT MEETING Aungust 17 at 7 pin. Jose Amaral will be
speaking on “Miracles of Faith.” Others are welcome to come to share

their own experiences,

W3
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From

Father Landry

Workshop — This weekend | am n New York for my annual
[2-clay priest’s course for the Priestly Society of the Holy Cross.
About 40 priests from across the country and [ have gotten
together to dedicate ourselves to intense prayer and study so that
we can come back to serve you with grealer effectiveness and
love. Please pray for me and my brother priests over the course
of the next few days. I'r. Ron Floyd 1s manning the fort during
the week. Fr. Dufour is taking the Masses this weekend. I look
forward to seeing you next weekend!

Dangerous Curriculum Set T'o Be Implemented in New
Bedford Public Schools — There 15 a very disturbing new
program being piloted to some students in the New Bedford
Schools. The Human Rights Campauign — one of the most
aggressive gay rights groups in the country— has developed a
curriculum that, under the guise of stopping bullying, has as its
real (:l}l[ccliw: to program kids to think that no fﬂmii}' structure 1s
better than another, that there's no real importance to having a
married mother and father, and that grandma is mistaken when
5}1{_’ 5aYs lhflI p(_‘()l)tc (Jr |hC same-sex cannol or sht)u]d not mﬂrl’_\'.
['s trying to align the kids' values an sexuality, marriage and
family with those of the pro-homosexuality movement, rather
than according to the wisdom of their parents and grandparents,
almost all civilizations throughout the centuries, Jesus Chrnst and
the Church he founded. The curniculum is called “Welcoming
Schools™ and it 1s being piloted in the Campbell, Winslow and
Taylor Schools this year, before, presumably, being brought to
other public schools in subsequent vears. What's really
El:lp;‘:cning is that those who sup porl the fay :ig{.‘ﬂdﬂ‘ while
pretending to try to stop childhood bullying, are in fact trying to
use the puhlic schools 1o |)|.l||)' famulies who oppase that ngcndsl.
I would urge all New Bedford residents — but particularly
parents of those in the city’s public schools — to calll
(508.997.4511) or email (pbonner@newbedford k12.ma.us) the
new Supenntendent, Dr. Portia Bonner, as well as members of
the School Committee, to express opposition to the program.
There are plenty of anti-bullying curricula that could be used in
schools. New Bedford does not have to use one that is a 'I‘rui:m
Horse to indoctrinate our children with a false and harmful
imdcrslunding of what it means to be a Imy or gir], of wxu:l]il_\-‘,
of marnage and of the family. Those who would like to see more
of the curriculum are encouraged to visit the FIRC’s website,
hre.org/issues/ parenting/schools /7201 htm. | would
particularly encourage parents to read through the following
Q&A that teachers are encouraged to say to their children:
hre.org/documents/schools_Questions_Children_Ask.pdf.

The T'ruth That Sets Love Free — July 25 is the 40"
anniversary of Humanae 1 itae. The insert in today’s bulletin has
two articles from the Massachusetts Catholic Conference on
ln:lrl‘i:lg{: that relate to the moral rcgulnlion of I'crliiil_\; as well as
the honest relationship of love between husband and wife. In
terms of some of the larger issues of the 40" anniversary, I print
here the editorial I wrote for our diocesan newspaper:

The love of man and woman in marriage was meant from the
beginning to be a “sacrament™ of the love within the heart of the
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Blessed Trinity. God created man in his image... “male and
female he created them™ (1 John 4:16; Gen 1:27-28), He who 1s
love created the human person to love as he loves (1 John 4:16,
Jn 15:13), As a Trnitaran communion of persons, in which the
overflowmg love of Father and Son eternally generates the Holy
Spirit, God created the human person male and female
according 1o that image, so that man and woman could existin a
communion of persons in love so strong that their love, too,
could generate a third person, who would both be a fruit of their
loving union and a means by which it can be nourished and
grow. Through procreation, in other words, husband and wife
participate in God’s continual creation, reflect the image of the
divine Giver, and grow into greater communion with each other
and with God.

Since human persons® preatest identity, dignity and vocation
are found in their being made in God’s image and called 1o grow
into God’s likeness: since they do that by living out the nuptial
meaning of their personality, entering into a loving communion
of persons through a munal exchange of self gifts; and since the
way most human beings achieve this is through entering into the
one-flesh union of a man and a woman in marsiage: anything
that corrupts the essential meaning of marital love has enormous
consequences.

This is why Pope Paul VI's prophetic encyclical Humanae 1itar,
the 40% anniversary of which the Church celebrates next week, is
so important, The teaching of this encyclical does not concern
something penpheral to Chostian life that Catholics and others
can discard or ignurr without consequence. It involves
something indeed central to a person’s walk with the Lord and
to genuine human fulfillment. For if the real meaning of human
love is falsified, then not only will the instilutions of marriage
and family be weakened, but all interactions with God and
others, which are supposed to be based on self-gving love, will
be affected.

In Humanae 1-"?{/)\'?, Pop«u Paul VI reaffirmed the Church’s
perennial teaching that the use of contraception in marriage is
always immoral. The immediate occasion for the encyclical was
the invention of the birth control pill, which some theologians
posited would not fall under the Church’s traditional prohibition
of contraception since it worked chemieally to prevent ovulation
within & woman and, unlike male or female prophylacties, did
not prevent the physical completion of the marital act. Pope
John XXTIT had commissioned a panel in 1963 to investgate the
question and Paul VI continued the group’s work. At the end of
their study, a majority of members thought that the modality of
the pill made it morally ditferent trom other forms of birth
control; a mmnority, which included the future John Paul II,
maintained that the same defect was present in both: the choice
to do something to render the mantal act unfruitful and
intentionally separate the umitive from the procreative meaning
of the act, Paul VI prayed, studied both reports and received
other counsel. At the end of the process of discernment, he
conchided that the use of the pill was morally similar to the use
of other contraceptives and reaffirmed the Church’s perennial
teaching that the use of contraception to render the marital act
intentionally unfruitful is always immoral.

The document couldn’t have been released at 2 worse time, at
the hcight of the sexual n:\mlu'l.ion, when there was so much
inslnhi]i'l‘y in the world and within the Church. Mnny Catholic
married couples and clergy immediately dissented from the
teaching, outraged that Paul VI would reject the findings of the
majority of the experts. But one of the items in the encyclical’s
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favor is the fact that Paul VI, a man very much open to
consultation and forming consensus, rejected the findings of the
majority report, He knew well that truth isn’t determined by vote
and that he had a duty, i charity, to give witness to the tmth,
even if many would reject it,

Within the encyclical, the Holy Father acknowledged that
married couples could indeed have serious and morally valid
reasons — medical, psychological, economic and social — to
desire to avoid becoming pregnant, but he stressed that they
needed to use morally-valid means, like natural family planning,
The essential difference between contraception and NFP has
nothing to do with one’s being artificial and the other natural,
Rather, in contraception the spouses’ reject the built-in
procreative meaning of each other’s sexuality an the very act
made by God for i1t to be expressed, whereas in natural family
planning, the couples accept each other in their tonlity, which
involves God’s creating woman with a eyclical pattern to her
fertility. [n contraception, the couple seeks to come into one
flesh union willing against their one-flesh union in a child; in
NFP, the couple puts no obstacle but simply accepts the
woman’s God-given temporary infertility. In contraception, God
and his will are essentially “evicted” from the bedroom: in the
use of NFP, God’s will 1s embraced and a couple learns to learn
how to express their love in deeper ways outside of the
bedroom. In the use of contraception, since the reproductive
meaning of the reproductive act is rejected, pleasure, rather than
being by a fruit of the act, often becomes the purpose of the act,
and spouses can begin consensually 1o use cach other for
pleasure; using the other, however, is the opposite of loving the
other, and once pleasure becomes the goal of the marital act,
rather than “making love,” the act actually begins to corrode
whatever love that's there. Tn the use of NFP, rather than using
each other for sexual pleasure, the couple begins to grow in
chastity and husbands in particular grow in tenderness toward
the woman’s natural r}l}‘l.hms. There are hngl: and intlispuhlh]u
consequences that flow from these essential differences between
contraception and NFP. In various studies it has been
demonstrated that the use of contraception within marriage
increases the divorce rate, which already 1s about 50 percent: the
divoree rate for those who use NFP 15 less than two percent.

Paul VI also predicted that as the use of contraception
expanded, there would be a general lowering of moral standards
throughout society, # rise in infidelity, a lessening of respecet for
women by men and the coercive use of contraceptives by
governments. Since 1968, all of these prophecies have proven
true. Moral standards have plummeted as condoms are passed
out like candy and many adolescents treat sexual hook-ups like
casual events. Marital infidelity and divorce have skyrocketed to
proportions that few would have thought possible 40 years ago.
Through contraception, men have begun 1o look at sexual
activity without the responsibly to support any child conceived
and his mother; when a child is conceived, it often is looked at as
the mother's problem, since she could have prevented it by
contraception. It's unsurprising that widespread contraceptive
use has made the number of his sexual partners surge as well. In
terms of coercion by governments, we can look not only toward
the repressive one-child policy in China that imposes
cc)nlrn.ccplion, sterilizations ancd n}:)nrti(ms, but also to all the
development assistance from first-world countries that is tied to
third-world countries’ acceptance of these same evil practices. If
all of Paul VI's predictions have proven valid, then it is a very
good indication, even to secularists, that his analysis of the
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causes of those practices was also valid.

For Catholics, Humanae 17itae 1s not just about the beauty of
God's plan for marital love and life and the evil of
contraception, but about faith. Catholies believe that the Holy
Spirit guides the Church to all truth and prevents her from ever
making a mistake once about something relevant to what we
need 1o believe or do 16 please God and enter into his life. T a
Catholic thinks that the Church does not have the authority to
teach on the essential meanmg of love and of marnage, and
specifically how contraception violates Christ-like love, then the
Church would logically have no authority to teach on faith and
marals at all. The crisis of Hamanae Vitae exposed a crisis of
faith. The 40 anniversary of this encyclical is an occasion for
the whole Church to grow in faith and, through accepting and
following the teachings of the encyclical, grow in the type of
human love that will help to redeem marriages, families and
society as a whole.

Parish Pastoral Council Membership — In order to keep the
parish pastoral council contimually renewed with new ideas and
energy. every Fall [ appoint at least three new members to take
the place of three or more departing members on the 15 person
council. The purpose of the council is to advise and assist me in
the pastoral care of the members of the parnish and on a wide
variety of other matters. Dutes involve attendance at a monthly
meeting between September and June (generally on the first or
second Monday might of the month), an openness to thinking
through various ssues affecting the parish and to express one’s
prayertul and pradent opinion about steps forward. and a
willingness to take on a leadership role in the parish, which will
generally show itsell in leading a particular project or
subcommuttee over the course of the year. If you would be
interested in serving on the parish pastoral council or would like
to have me consider someone you believe would be a great
leader 1n the parish. please email me or drop me a note by the
end of July, In forming the Council, my objective in choosing
the three new members will be to balance several things — skill-
sets, age, sex, ethnicity, etc., so that the Counal not only can
represent the whole parish, but also function as an “exccutive
team™ with the ability together to geta lot accomplished. I would
like to thank all those leaders of our pansh who have ably served
on the parish pastoral council during the past year, in which
we've made great strides on the objectives of stewardship,
ncreasing community spirit, and with regard to the Catholic
Chanities campaign.

Daily Holy Hours — I encourage every person or family in the
parish to try to come to the afternoon holy hour in the parish at
least one time a week. The holy hour is held Monday through
Thursday from 5:15-6:15 pm and features the sung Liturgy of
the Hours, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, adoration of the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, confessions (whenever I'm
present) and other prayers.

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

July 27, Fuel — This goes to pay off our annual heating bill, which was
$129,000 this past winter.

Awgwest 3 Heoly Father (Pater's Pena) — This collection goes directly to.
support the work of the Holy Father. The Vatican 1s only able to pay its
bills because of this annual collection held throughout the world, and
particularly the generoaity of Americans and Germans to it

FROM PAULA BRIDEN OF THE FOOD PANTRY —We will
need help for on 7/28 at 12:20 unloading stems for the foed pantsy
Flease help if you can. Thanksl Faula (508-994-9907)
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ST. ANTHONY SENIORS —At our July 23 mesting at 1:30, we will
be taking sign-ups for Foxwoods en August 18, Snacks available. Bingo
will be played. Mew members are always welcome

PARISH PAW-SOX GAME, AUGUST 19— The parish youth
group is spensormg a bip to see the Pawsox n Pawtucket on
Wednesday, April 19, We have up to 100 free hickets to the game. The
anily cost will be §5 bus fee, The members of the youth group are
mviting all parishioners to join them for a night of fun and community-
building, We would be leaving on a bus about 5 pm and returming after
the game. Those mterested in attending are urged to sign the sign-up
sheet in the sacnisty, For more information, call Luann Connolly at
508.9954508.

FARMER'S MARKET COUPONS — The Pansh’s Fr. McGivney
Council of the Knights of Columbus, will host the Community
Mainstream Program of Coastline Elderly Services Inc,, in the
distribution of Farmer Market Coupons to elder panshioners of Sant
Anthony of Padua of Farmer after the Masses this weekend. These
coupons can be used by elders at the local farmer markets, the closest
designated site being at Brooklawn Park of Mew Bedford. Farmers'
Market is a nutrition program sponsared by the Executive Office of
Elder Affars, and the Massachusetts’ Departments of Agnicultural
Resources and Public Health. In order to be eligible for the §30
coupans value, the person must be over the age of 60 and :ezl‘ify that
he or she 1s eligible for Food Stamps, Fuel Assistance, 31, MA Health,
or subsidized housng. This opportunity is lirnited to the frst 30
quahifying elders, Please direct any questions concerning this
apportunity to Steven Guillotte/Comnunity Mainstream Director (@
508 853-5028

BATTERY-OPERATED FANS — There ate a couple of dozen small battery-
opecated fans available in the sacristy to help parishioners on pacticularly hot
days. They are the gift af Mr. & Mes. Rogee Michaud. Ifany adults would fike to
use one, simply stop into the sacosty before Mass and you can borow one for
the Mass on the honor system.

TRIDENTINE MASS — On the fiest Saturday of every month, we celebrate
the & am moming Mass In Latin according to the 1962 Roman Missal of Pope
Blessed John XXIIL The Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate lead everyone in
singing the Gregorian Chants. Baaklets and explanatary sheets are prowided. All
are welcome. The next first Saturday Mass is August 2.

UPPER HARBOR VISION PLAN COMMUNITY MEETING — COn
Thursday, August 7 at 6:30 pm in our parish hall, the City of Mew Bedford will
be hosting a community meeting to get community input on the new Upper
Flarbor Vision Plan, The Upper Harbor Community includes the Acushnet
Fiver, Acushnet Avenue, Historic Mills and Meighborhoods, Mayer Lang and the
City Planning Department want to hear your feedback on the draft wsion plan
that was developed st 2 public planning wockshop in February. The city needs
you to help shape the future growth and development of our neighborhoods,
Bortuguese and Spanish translators will be available., Similac meetings will take
place July 30 at 6 prm at the Brooklawn Senior Center and August 2 at 930 am at
Riverside Park. Please make plans to come. This is out community — and we
need to take contral over the future.

CHOWDER/CLAMCAKE SUPPER — The St Anthony's CFLI Chapter 3
will be hosing a Chowder and Clameake suppet to celebrate the Solemnity of the
Assumption on Friday August 15 at 6:30 pm in the parish hall All profits will go
to our Organ Restoration Fund, The meal will be prepared by Mspr. Levesque.
‘Tickets are $10 for adults and §5 for children under 15. Reservations must be
made by August 11 by calling Mancy (S08.995.1604), Lillian (508.996.2151) or
Fauline at the rectory (S08.993.1691). All are welcome!

TRAVELING IMAGE OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE — On the
evening of September 2, we will have the privilege of welcoming the traveling
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe here to St. Anthany's. We are still in the
process of developing a program of prayer and veneration for the nighr, but
please save the date,

VOCATIONS HOLY HOUR — This Thursday, July 31, at 7 pm at St Julie
Billiart Chuech in Morth Dagmouth, Bishop Coleman will lead 4 holy hour fot
perestly vocations, followed by a hght teception with our serminacians in the
patish hall. All patishionets of St. Anthony's are weleome and encoutaged to
attend. The Lard Jesus told us to pray to the harvest master for laborers in his
fizld and this is a great opportunity, around a succeszor to the Apostles, to beg
the Lord to send laborers to work in the vineyard of the panshes of our Diocese.
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