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NOAA: U.S. domestlc seafood Iandlngs and values mcrease in

2010
Dutch Harbor-UnaIaska Alaska and New Bedford Mass. are top fishing ports

September 7 2011

U.S. comme‘rcial fishermen landed 8.2 billion pounds of seafood in 2010, valued at $4.5 billion, an increase of
200 million pounds and more than $600 million in value over 2009, according to a new report released today by
NOAA. This report shows US.fi shermen, who meet high environmental and safety standards, continue to be
competitive in the dynamic, fast-paced global seafood marketplace.

"These increases in fish landings and vaIue are good news for our nation’ s fi shermen and for fishing
communltles where jobs depend on healthy fish stocks,” said Eric: Schwaab assistant NOAA administrator for -
NOAA's Fisheries Service. “We know fishermen are making sacrifices now to rebuild fish-populations, and
these efforts, combined with good science and management, support sustainable jobs for Americans.”

Commercial and recreational fishing are integral to the nation’s social and economic fabric. In NOAA’s most
recent economic report, commercial and recreational fisheries generated $166 billion.in sales impacts,
contributed $72 billion to the Gross National Product and supported 1.4 million jobs in the fishing sector and
across the broader economy. - ' " ' :

. Today’s report, Fisheries of the United States 2010, shows that for the 22nd consecutive year, the Alaska port of i
Dutch Harbor-Unalaska led the nation with the highest amount of fish landed, primarily pollock. For the 11th
consecutive year New Bedford, Mass. had the highest valued catch, due in large part to the sea scallop fishery.

Last year, commercial fishermen unloaded 515.2 million pounds of fish and shellfish in Dutch Harbor-Unalaska,
an increase of nearly 10 million pounds over 2009 and a rise in-the dockside value of $3.4 million to $163 million.
Alaska claims three of the top 10 ports for landings volume and six of the top 10 ports for Iandlngs value. More
than half of the seafood Americans eat from U.S. waters is caught in Alaska. - :

The port of New Bedford took top place for values of landings, bnngmg in $306 million in 2010, a 22.8-percent
increase over 2009, and the highest landing values in 30 years for that port. While there was a substantial
increase in value, the total amount of seafood landed in New Bedford. decreased by 36.6 million pounds to 133.4
million pounds The increase in value was driven by az28 percent increase in the per-pound price of sea
“scallops. Sea scallops, which account for 22 percent of the volume and 77 percent of the value of landings in
New Bedford, were declared overfished in 1998. As a result: of the cooperation of fishermen and a rebuilding -
plan that included temporarily reducing fishing: effort, restricting some gear, and closing some areas, the
population was fuIIy rebuilt in 2001, and is now the top-valued fishery in the country.

Fishermen at the nearby port of Gloucester, Mass also landed their top value in the last 30 years wvth landings
valued at $56.6 million, an increase of 11 percent from 2009

All coastal regions of the country saw increases in total.value of fisheries Iandmgs in 2010. The Gulf of Mexico
region, which suffered the nation’s worst marine oil spill in 2010 and saw Iandlngs drop by 19 percent, achieved
a modest two percent increase in total landings value.

Today’s report also shows that the average Amencan ate 15.8 pounds of fish and shellfish in 2010, a slight
decline from the 2009 fgore of 16 pounds. The U.S. continues to be third-ranked for consuming fish and
shellfish, behind China and Japan. Amencans consumed 4.878 bl|||0n pounds of seafood, sllghtly less than the
4.907 billion'pounds in 2009.
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While.seafood-consumptidﬁ"reméihea fairly consistent, the amount of imported seafood consumed by Americans.
- continued to increase. About 86 percent of the seafood consumed in the U.S. is imported, measured by edible

weight, up four percent from 2009. However, -a portion of this imported seafood is caught by Amencan
fishermen, exported overseas for processing and then re-imported to the U. S

" The U.S. exports 63 percent of its domestically produced seafood, measured by live welght WhICh represents an

increase of four percent over 2009.

Almost half of imported seafood comes from aquaculture, or farmed seafood. Aquaculture outside the U.S. has
expanded dramatically in the last three decades and now supplies the world with half its seafood demand,

- according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. America’s aquaculture industry, though

vibrant and diverse, currently meets less than 5 percent of U.S. seafood demand.

“While we are turning a corner on ending overfishing on wild stocks, this report shows the need for U.S. ¢
aquaculture to grcw and complement wild fisheries,” said Schwaab. “Sustainable domestic aquaculture creates
jobs in our coastal communities, helps meet the demand for healthy seafood suppor‘ts exports to global markets
and helps us narrow the trade gap.”

In July, NOAA announced its National Aquaculture Initiative, to jump-start prlvate sector investments in
aquaculture to create jOb opportunrtres '

To learn more about the nation’s commercial and recreational fi sheries, landings, import, export, pevr capita fish
consumption and consumer expenditures for fish products, go to the NOAA Flsherles website. The Fisheries of
the United States 2010 report is available onlme

TOP 10 COMMERCIAL FISHERY LANDINGS AT MAJOR U.S. PORTS, 2009-2010
: ' F|gures in Mllllons of Pounds

Po rt . 2009 1 2010
Dutch Harbor-Unalaska, Alaska - . 506.3 5152
Reedville, Va.© . | 3494 - 426.1
Empire-Venice, La. _ 4917 353.5
Intracoastal City, La. © 2917 " 3346
- Kodiak, Alaska 282.9 13253
“Cameron, La. - 2153 204.7.
Los Angeles, Calif. 1136 186.8
Cordova, Alaska 455 147.7 .
New Bedford, Mass. -170.0 133.4 -
Port Hueneme-Oxnard-Ventura, Calif. 1413 1314

TOP 10 COMMERCIAL FISHERY VALUES AT MAJOR U.S. PORTS 2009-2010
Frgures in MI||IOnS of Dollars

Port = i 2009 2010
New Bedford, Mass. 2492 306.0
Dutch Harbor-Unalaska, Alaska 159.7 . 163.1
Kodiak, Alaska 103.8 128.1
Naknek-King Salmon, Alaska : 76.1 100.9
Cordova, Alaska 328 "84.3

~Cape May-Wildwood, N.J. . 73.4 810 -
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Hampton Roads. Area, Va. 75.4
Honolulu, Hawaii - 59.4 716
Seward, Alaska 33.1 69.2

.Sitka, Alaska 51.3 62.2

U.S. Annual Per Capita Consumption of Fish and Shellf_ish )
Pounds of Edible Meat

Note: To avoid disclosure of private enterprise, certain ports have not been included.
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Year ‘Fresh and frozen Canned Cured Total
. 2005 11.6 43 0.3 16.2
2006 - 12.3 39 0.3 16.5
2007 12.1 ~ 39 0.3 16.3
2008 11.8 3.9 03 16.0
2009 120 37 0.3 16.0
2010 11.6 3.9 0.3 15.8
U S. Annual Per Capita Consumptlon of Canned Flshery Products
' Pounds of Edible Meat
Year Salmon ‘Sardines | Tuna Shellfish Other Total
2005 04 0.1 3.1 0.4. 0.3 43
. 2006 0.2 02 29 0.4 0.2 39
2007 0.3 02 2.7 0.4 0.3 39
2008 0.1 0.2 28 04 - 04 39
2009 0.2 0.2 25 0.4 0.4 3.7
2010 - 0.2 0.2 27 . 0.4 04 3.9
u.s. Ahnual‘ Per Capita Cbnsumption of Certain Fishery Items
' . Pounds of Edible Meat '
Year Fillets and Steaks Sticks and Portions Shrimp
2005 - 5.0 ' 0.9 . 4.1
2006 52 . 0.9 4.4
2007 5.0 0.9 41
2008 4.8 1.0 4.1
2009 46 0.7. 4.1
2010 5.0 . - 09 4.0

NOAA'’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's envirdnment from the depths of the ocean
to the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us on Facebook,
Twitter and our other social media channels

Privacy Policy | FOIA | Information Quality | USA.gov | Ready.gov | Site Map | Contact Webmaster

http://ww.noaanews.noaa. gov/stories201 1/2011 O907_usﬁ'sheriesreport.html '

2/3/2012


http://USA.gov
http://Ready.gov
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2011/20110907_usfisheriesreport.html

	RETURN TO UAO AR INDEX: 


