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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission
October 4, 2011

mnrfand Records Center
Kimberly White X

0.0
Remedial Project Manager BT 2
US Environmental Protection Agency ' GTHER: L9 St'}? 4,
1 Congress Street, Suite 1100 o
Boston, MA 02114-2023

RE: New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site, 2011 ‘\/Iarme Reconnalssance Archaeomglcal Survey,
New Bedford, MA. MHC #RC.17682. ’

Dear Ms. White:

Staff of the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the office of the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer, have reviewed the Final Letter Report for documentation of the ship’s anchor
recovered in 2010 in central dredge area K, prepared by Fathom Research, Inc., received September 29,
2011, for the project referenced above. The MHC is also in receipt of electromc correspondence among
EPA, the US Army.Corps of Engineers, Fathom Research and the Massachusetts Board of Underwater -
Archaeologrcal Resources regarding post- rev1ew discoveries of additional ship timbers on September 16,
201 l w1thm dredge area K .

MHC notes that the EPA has determmed that the shlp s anchor is an isolated amfact and therefore is not
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. However, in MHC’s opinion the anchor is a
rare example of the Long Shank Admiralty pattern anchor type, and retains rare non-ferrous elements,

. evidenced by the remaining tarred canvas and puddening on the anchor’s ring. The anchor is diagnostic of
the late 18th to early 19th century, and exemplifies the maritime industries that created and used it,
including sailors, iron workers, riggers, carpenters and ship chandlers in the New Bedford region. The
anchor’s deposition in an active harbor setting is characteristic of a common pattern of maritime
equipment loss and disposal practices that may be used to answer research questions on New Bedford’s
maritime hrstorv even though it cannot at this time be definitely assomated with a particular vessel or
event.

Because the anchor is not contaminated, and is capable of being transported and displayed after
stabilization through standard conservation treatments, it represents a singular opportunity for local and/or
regional maritime education, research and interpretation. Documentation of the anchor completed by
Fathom Research could assist in the development of a public display by any interested educational
institution or local interested parties. The proposed interim stabilization methodolbgy, including plastic
wrapping and resubmergence in anerobic harbor mud, should slow decomposition of the anchor. MHC
requests that if the ship’s anchor is requested for further conservation and display, that the MHC be
notified of its dlsposmon so that the MHC may offer further technical assistance in archaeology and
historic preservatlon

MHC understands that Fathom Research will document the newly recovered sh1p tlmbers The proposal
to mamtam the timbers in a wet environment is con51stent w1th ‘standard conservation protocols to
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minimize decomposition prior to documentation. Fathom Research also proposes to conduct coring to
obtain cross-sectional wood samples for tree-ring dating of both sets of timbers, which MHC understands
will be retained until analyses are completed. The results of timber documentation and core sampling
should be prov1ded to the MHC as they.are completed. :

MHC understands that dredging is complete for the 2011 season and that post-dredging survey may be

proposed for the 2012 dredging season. The research design and methodology for upcoming pre- and

post-dredge survey(s) should be submltted to the MHC: for review and comment as it is developed 36
. CFR 800.4(a)). :

[If other historic maritime archaeological discoveries are made during the remediation project, MHC
recommends that the EPA, with the assistance of the US Army Corps of Erigineers, continue to follow the
notification.and consultation process pursuant to 36 CFR 800.13. MHC looks forward to continued
consultation with EPA and the Corps with other interested and consulting parties to avoid, mlmmlze or -
mmgate adverse effects to significant historic properties during the project.

These comments are provided to assist in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (36 CFR 800). If you have questions or require additional
information please contact Jonathan K. Patton at this office. -

Sincerely,

Brona Simon .
State Historic Preservatlon Officer
Executive Director

State Archaeologist

Massachusetts Historical Commlssmn

xc:+  CR Environmental, Inc.
- Lois K. Adams, EPA Region 1
Marc Paiva, USACOE-NED
Bettina Washington, THPO, WTGH(A)
Ramona Peters, Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
Jennifer T. Nersesian, Superintendant, New Bedford Whalmg Natlonal Historical Park
Attn: Jan da Silva . : :

Victor T. Mastone, BUAR . - _ S !
Joe Coyne, DEP- SERO, BRP : )

- James Russell, President, New Bedford Whalmg Museum
Peter Hawes, President, Waterfront Historic Area League
Anne Louro, City of New Bedford- -
Acushnet Historical Commission
’Falrhaven Historical Commission
Dav1d S. Robinson, Fathom Research LLC
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