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Dredged Material Management Plan 
New Bedford and Fairhaven 
Buzzards Bay 
11669 • 
New Bedford Harbor Developmient Commission 
December 22,2004 

Pursuant to the Massacbusetts Environmental Policy Act (O.L. c. 30, ss, 61-62H) and 
Section 11.10 oftiie MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I have reviewed the Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) submitted on this project and hereby detennine that it does not require tiie 

•preparation of an Environitiental Impact Report (EIR). • -

The project completed the ,E1R process on December 1,2003 .when a Final EIR 
Cenificate was issued, which found that the proposed project adequately and properly complied 
with MEPA. . As background, this project is part of a state-wide Dredged Material Management 
Plan (DMMP) to address the issue of finding environmentally sound disposal sites for the 
dredged material firom the Commonwealth's eight Designated Port Areas (DPA) that are 
unsuitable for imconfmed ocean disposal. The project involves the development of disposal 
options for dredged materials and not diedging specifically. Dredging needs for each DPA will 
be detennined by the local harbor plans that are currently being developed by the participating 
municipalities. This Final EIR was filed specifically forthe DPA of New Bedibrd/Fairhaven 
Harbor. The Final EIR evaluated preferred alternatives for confined aquatic disposal (CAD) sites 
in the New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor for containment of dredged material The Final EIR 
discussed two altemative CAD cell sites, Channel Inner and Popes Island North. The preferred 
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• The Final EIR recommerided a Monitoring and >^anagement Plan that uses a ti • 
monitoring strategy. .Under this strategy, if lower levelmomforing uncovers adverse effects, a 
.higher level of monitoring would be implemented and, if necessary, management actions such as. • 
restricting or curtailing disposal operations might be implemented. The Final EIR identified a , 
number of Best Management Practices for the CADsthat have been used in other disposal 
operations with considerable success. .The Final EIR also recoramerided that a Technical 
Advisory Committee be estibUshcd that will include representatives of local, state and federal 
agencies. This groupwiU be responsible for o-versight of CAD management, and would estabHsh 
what specific actions will be taken in response to. xnonitofed probieins .and determine who is 
responsible for taking'any necessary actions. 

The current project change involves a minor change.to the conceptual" footprint .identified 
in the Final EIR for the Dredged Material Management Plan ,(DMMP), which is necessary in 
order to create two transitional confined aqueous disposal (CAD) cells to perform maintenance 
dredging and begin die construction of the CAD cells as shown in the FEIR. Portions ofthe new 
cells fall within the outer boundary of the DMMP. 

• The proposal change allows for the use of an existing borrow pit area for the deposition 
of dredge materials aŝ  a source for contaminated material,and fines from the proposed CAD 1, , 
harbor and channel dredging. I note that the change is an added benefit to the over all project and 
makes sense from a logistic and management point and is supported by DeparUiient of 
Environmental Protection's (DEP) Waterways Program. Any upland reuse of material shall 
require prior review and approval by the DEP's Division of Solid Waste. 

The NPC contain sufficient information to' demonstrate that the enviironmemal impacts of 

the proj eet change do not warrant further' MJEPA review. The proponent can resolve any 

• remaining issues during the process.o/iia^ desigQ..,-" 
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