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Weld supports plan to bury PCB

Envxronmental official speaks at city hearing

By Natajle White
Stendasd-Times steff wylter

NEW BEDFORD — The siale™s 1op eavironmental
official said o Weld admlnisiradvn Stands behiod a
Jederal plan 10 vacuum the bottom of New Bedford Has-
bor and then bury a half-million cubic yards of PCB-
tanied sedimens in four covered shareline spots.

“It is oot the pesfect solution, but it is best thet
icchgology has 10 offer us right now," Eavironmental
Affairs Sccretary Trudy Coxe said lust aight at a public
beanng oo the proposal put {orth by the LLS. Environ-
mente] Pratecrion Agency.
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Tte 516 million plan calls for the creation of more
than 32 acces that will be filled io with the contaminas-
ed maierizl, allowed to sctde for three yeas of 10, and
thea capped. Tha land could be used 1or recreation af
industry, although the arcas will aot be Jined and the
contamipanis will aot be treated, officials said.

The EPA hag said thero I a minima) risk that coatam-
inanls will e :E‘ but the plan will grealy reduce
human health (l mmovmg the pollutants fiom the
eaviroament where they sit in the aadunenu aod move
into the feod chain.

PCBs, or polychlorinated bipbenyls, arm chemicals

constdered to be @ probablo human carcinogen by the
federn! govemnicor. The cbemical has also been linked
to reproductive problems and othes disciders. New Bed-
ford Hasboc has oot of the largest underwatcr PCB baz-
ardous ovaste siles in the petion.
Ms. Coxe was voa of two people who commented on
the proposal, and eac of aoly 20 who aucnded the hear-
ing a1 the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational-
Technical High School. No ane spoke in oppositica to
the plan, which would be the second phase of the Super-
fund clean up.
State Rep. Willium Strans, D-Matapoisett, tpoke in
favor of the plaa. He praised the public ioput in the
process that has been provided by the New Bedford Har-
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bor Focurm, o group of local, state and federnl officials
and citizens groups thal was formed aboul twe years
ago.

The forum is one of the first of ity kind in the nation,
and was creaied after public opposition forced the EPA
to back down an a plan o iociocrate PCB ~<ogamiwsted
sludge.

“I laud ool _|llll the EPA, but sil of dic Pcople in the
New Bedford region,” for their effarts, said Ms. Coxe.
“T's impostaas 10 keep that momentum golag.”

Moaths ago, there was some active oppoditioa 10 the
combined dispose] facilitics because the plan did cot
include treacment of the contaminants. The EPA has said
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¢ €

200

p
&)

REIR

[ADYIRAN

‘CCQ/hARNC T




NOV. -2

1736 THU)

13:53

DEP / SERO

TEL: 5689476357
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plan to bury sediment |

x¥3 no known technology
(3 ‘could deal effectuvely
i’: with the contaminants
ke, ,_m’- in.a cost-effective way.
P St Opposition has qui-
XHRREESRE eted since the EPA
agrccd to an annual review of new

technologies during the three years |

before capping and the agency said
it would ke?_an open mind if a cost-
effective, cient technology were
10 emerge..

Ms. Coxe and. Mr. Straus asked
the EPA to consider combining the
Superfund dredging with much-
needed - dredging ‘of navigational
lanes in the harbor to make it easier
for large ships to come in and out of
port.- :

Ms.: Coxe said smte officials will
coptinue to work' with federal offi-
cials'to-make Sure-that the vacuum
dredging and' the shoreline lagoons,
called combined disposal facilities,
will prevent the contaminants from
escaping and protect the salt marsh-
es and sea life as much as possible.

TheEPA has chosen four spots for
the combined disposal facilities. Two
are by the Aerovox property, one just
north-, of the Coggeshall Street
Bridge an.d 1 fourth m North Termi-
nal.

The. EPA will conmder comments
until Dee. 9, or longer if a request to
extend the deadline is approved.

AVX Corp., one of several com-
panies sued for the pollunon,. has

- asked for the extension, EPA offi-

cials sgid. In a court-approved sentle-
ment where the company agreed to
pay more than $60 million toward
the cleanup and restoration projects,
the EPA and the company agreed
that the government could reopen
the case if the government had to
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supports

EPA to accept
input on cleanup

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency will aceept
comments on its New Bedford
Harbor Superfund cleanup
plan until Dec. 9:

Send your comments to
David Dickerson, Project
Mansger, US. EPA, Region [,
HBO, JFK Federal Building,
Boston, Mass., 02203.

More detailed information
about the plan, the project’s
history and related studies, go
to the Wilks Branch Library,
1911 Acushnet Ave., New
Bedford, or contact the EPA
Records Center at (617) 573-.
5729.

After the public comment
period. closes, the EPA will
review them before making a
final decision on the plan.
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spend more than $130 million cleam
ing up the pollunon. v

The EPA has already spent moré
than $30 million on the first phase of
the cleanup, which removed 5 acres
of the most severely contaminated
sediments from the Acushnet River.
Those sediments are heing stored at
the foot. of Sawyer Street while thg
EPA tests PCB-destroying technols:
gies. o "
EPA officials said they are a loug
way from counsidering reopening the
case, and that not all of the money
spent or to be spent would be direct-
ly related to the cleanup. -
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