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Weld supports plan to bury PCB sludge
Environmental official speaks at city hearing
By M»l«JJ« MttilM

iliffwrllir
NEW BEDFORD — The *wle^ inp envuoiuntrttal

offkial said ihs Weld admiiusirauwi stands behind a
federal plan 10 vacuum the bottom ofNew Bedford Har-
bor ind then bury a tulf-railUoo. cubic yards of PCB-
uinied sediment in four covered shoreline spots.

"It U not Ui« pejfecl solution. but it ii die best ibtt
technology has lo offer us right DOW," EnvlioiunenuJ
Affairs Secretary Trudy Coxe Mid lut night it a public
bearing oo the pioposal put forth by Uw US. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

The SI (6 million plan calli for tbe cnuion of more
Ihon 32 acres llut will be filled In wiih tbe coniamiiui-
ed materinl, allowod to icrde fox tbiee vein 01 so. v,<l
Ibeo nipped ThA Und could be used lor fecrcttioa or
industry, although the areaj will not be lined and ihe
cooumiouu will not be trtated, offlciali laid.

Tho EPA haf uid there U a minimal riilc Uui contain-
ininU will eicape, but the plan will greally reduce
human health risks by removiag the pollunaU ftom tbe
enviroaaeDl where tbey sit lo tbe jedimeali tod movo
EDIO tbe food chain.

PCBs, or polychloriiuled bipbeayU, an cbemicili

considered to be » probable human carcinogen by (he
federal government. The chemical hu also been linked
ID reproductive problem* and other disoiden. New Bed-
ford Harbor hu ooe of (be lugcsl underwater PCB baz-
aidnui waste silei in tbe oalioo.

Ms. Coxe was ooo of two pcuple who commented oo
the proposal, and ooo of only 20 who attended Ihe hear-
ing ai the Greater New Bedford Regional Vbcanoaal-
Tecbnical High School. No one spoke in opposition to
die plan, which would be tbe tecond phase of the Super-
fluid clean up.

State Rep. William Strain. D-MusspoUett, Spoke in
(avar of ihe plan He praised tbe public Input in Ibe
process that hu been provided by Ihe New Bedford Har-

bor Forum, a group of local, state ind federal officials
and uitiztAS groups that wu formed about fwo years
ago.

The forum is one of the first of iu kind in the nation,
and wsj created afles public opposition forced Ihe FFA
to bade down on a plan to iocioerale FCB-coatuniaited
tludge.

"I liud nol Jim the EPA, but all of (lie people in tbe
New Bedford tegioo," for their efforts, said Ms. Coxe.
'It's important to keep that momentum going."

Months ago, there waj tome active opposition to the
combined disposal ficilllits because the plan did aol
include treatment of the coulamininU. The EPA has said

(See PCBs, Higc C2>
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g no known technology 
could deal effectively 
with the contaminants 
in a cost-effective way. 

Opposition has qui­
eted since the EPA 

agreed to an annual review of new 
technologies during the three years 
•before capping and the agency said 
it would keep an open mind if a cost-
effective, efficient technology were 
•to emerge. 

Ms. Coxe and. Mr. Straus asked 
the EPA to consider combining the 
Superfund dredging with much-
needed dredging of navigational 
'lanes in the harbor to make it easier 
for large ships to come in and out of 
port. • 

Ms. Coxe- said state officials will 
continue to work' with federal offi­
cials to-make sure-that the vacuum 
dredging and the shoreline lagoons, 
called combined disposal facilities, 
will prevent the contaminants from 
escaping and protect the salt marsh­
es and sea life as much as possible. 

TherEPA has chosen four spots for 
the combined disposal facilities. Two 
are by the Aerovox property, one just 
north-1 of tht CoggeshaU Street 
Bridge and a fourth in North Termi­
nal. 

The EPA will consider comments 
until Dec. 9, or longer if a request to 
extend the deadline is approved. 

AVX Corp., one of several com­
panies sued for the pollution, has 
asked for the extension, EPA offi­
cials said. In a court-approved settle­
ment where the company agreed to 
pay more than $60 million toward 
the cleanup and restoration projects, 
the EPA and the company agreed 
that the government could reopen 
.the case if the government had to 

EPA to accept 
input on cleanup 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency will accept 
comments on its New Bedford 
Harbor Superfund cleanup 
plan until Dec. 9. 

Send your comments to 
David Dickerson, Project 
Manager, U.S. EPA, Region I, 
HBO, JFK Federal Building, 
Boston, Mass., 02203. 

More detailed information 
about the plan, the project's 
history and related studies, go 
to the Wilks Branch Library, 
1911 Acushnet Ave., New 
Bedford, or contact the EPA 
Records Center at (617) 573-.. 
5729. 

After the public comment 
period closes, the EPA will 
review them before making a 
final decision on the plan. 

spend more than SI30 million clearr? 
ing up the pollution. " 

The EPA has already spent more 
than $30 million on the first phase of 
the cleanup, which removed 5 acres 
of the most severely contaminated 
sediments from the Acushnet River. 
Those sediments are being stored at 
the foot of Sawyer Street while tbi 
EPA tests PCB-destroying technolo­
gies.

EPA officials said they are a long 
way from considering reopening the 
case, and that not all of the money 
spent or to be spent would be direct­
ly related to the cleanup. 
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