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Acushnet officials appoint
new member of harbor forum

By Cagj Les Costa-Crowsil
Standed. Times staff writer

and Pyy§ Gately )
Standyd-Times correspondent

ACUSHNET — After nearly three
years of being the town’s voice on the ..
New Bedford Forum, Roland A
Pepmi;as been replaced. |

* Moxday night selectmen appomt-
ed Selectman Peter W. Koczera to
replac: M. Pepin. . '
. The forum is made up of federal,
state, local and citizen representa-
tives lo yeview progress of the New. .
Bedford Harbor cleannp.
. Mr. Pepin resigned his seat on the
newly created Board of Public Works
last year when selectmen said he
couldn’t serve on both panels, -
In veplacing Mr. Pepin, selectmen
cited u fack of communication from
:him about the forum’s activities. Mr.
Pepm denied the allegation, saying
-copies of the mioutes of every forum
meeu.ng were given to sclectmen.
Mr. Koczera was re-elected April 1
1o a three-year term as selectman and
said hee could attend forum meetings.
“T'Il lnave more time now to devote to
-efforts such as the PCB cleanup,” he
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FAIIRHAVEN — Nicky Soares

felt Lijke she would fly away Friday
night.

Thee Margaret’s Restaurant wait- -

€55 ggot her big hreak and a big tip

when, “I'll Fly-

Awayy”  televi-

said [
- The move to replace Mr. Pepin
was proposed by Selectman Robert
St. Jean and wnanimously supported.

Selectmen met last summer with
Mr. Pepin seeking increascd commu-
nication on the cleanup process and
3 the:various.US. Environmeota! Pro-
teetlon 'Ageficys” proposals to dis-
pose of PCBs from the Acushnet
River.

.Mr. Pepin defended hls record,
saying he made every effort to com-
maunicate with Town Hall and added
he never'acted {unilaterally when
;_(e}pt;dnsmtmg the town in New Bed-

Mr Pepm- said yesterday he ficst
got in a tussle with sclectmen last
summer when he put up sigss along
the Acushnét River at the EPA%
request. Mr. Koczera, then sélectmen
chaitman, said he wasn’t informed
the signs were going up.

' M= Pepin said current Chairman

Bverett L. Hardy Jr. called him yes-
terday to inform him of the replace-
ment and to thank him for:-his ser-

vice.
“He. broke the news to me.
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Frankly, § was shocked,” Mr. Pepin
said. “They never called me to attend
Monday's meeting. [ have continued
to keep the board informed and
appraised of the issues at all times.”
He said the EPA supplies minutes

" of meetings and he has often gwen

selectmen type-wntten reports
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___NEW BEDFORD___|

Council on Aging ol‘ﬂces and
Senior Center closed: Monday,
Pattiot’s Day observed.

Blood Pressurs Clinle: 1-3 p.m.
Wednesday, Brooklawn Patk, Irving-
ton Street.

Chorale Group: Accepting new
members, if interested come in any
Wednesday at 11:30 am. For more
information, see Henry James or

M. Pepin said he has worked hard , Ruthanne.

on the town’s behalf, citing an EPA
report aftesting to his work in pro-
tecting the river’s saltmarshes.

“In my opinion, this is not war-

_vanted. It’s a total surprise to me and

I felt like 1 was hit below the belt,”
Mr. Pepin said. )

He is considering talking with
Michae] Keating, the forum’ facili-
tator, to se¢ if there is a way to
appoint him to the organization.

“I’ve been on the board since it
first came into existence. I've
learned a lov and I really want to keep
involved.”

Mr. Pepin pointed out that select-
men in December gave him a certifi-
cate of appreciation for his work on
the PCB issue and for the town.
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