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EPA gives up bid to store 

PCB sludge in city lagoon 

BV Hans Schattle 
Standard-Times staff writer 

NEW BEDFORD - Chalk up a victory 
for the common people. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency abandoned plans yesterday to store 
roughly 300,000 cubic yards of sludge-taint
ed with PCBs in a lagoon off Belleville 
Avenue, a proposal vigorously opposed by 
local residents, politicians and members of 
environmental groups. 

Instead, the EPA plans to "roughly triple" 
a planned holding area by the North Termi
nal, project manager David Dickerson said. 
The agency also plans to construct holding 
areas along the Acushnet River north of Cof

fin Avenue and between Sawyer and Cogge- , 
shall streets. 

The EPA's turnaround is especially sweet 
for Hands Across the lliver, the community 
group that earlier this decade helped pressure 
the EPA to scrap plans to incinerate poly
chlorinated biphenyls. 

"This is a breakthrough, because the EPA 
is finally listening to the citizens," said Jim 
Simmons, president of Hands Across the 
River. "It's a victory for the little man, but it's 
also a victory for the federal government, 
because they have listened to the little man. 
It's a plus for both sides. It's fantastic." 

Because the lagoon remained the last 
major hurdle to the second phase of the har
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,,~Inside the Sheraton ballroom on the 
en ~Y. the talk was about weeds, pesticides and 
o~ons. In the hall, over cranberry juice and 
\0 ~ :vas about two things: money and weath
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I pftlie.Cape Cod Cranberry Growers' Asso
r-. \1eCtirig. 6fOwers were talking about last 
~ I iWa how it bas caused the market price of 
~ ~ faster 'than ever, a topic the association 
tlliday. . 
~:wo camps, the growers for Ocean Spray 

It commitment to the companv - even 

On the other side of the fence are people such as Larry 
Cole of Carver, whose family, he said, has grown berries for 
Ocean Spray since the company started. 

"We need the competition," he said. "But we need the orga
nization to keep the price of (juice) from going up and up and 
up and up. Like a lot of people, I'm not a cranberry grower 
for the money. I'm in it for the way of life." 

Coupled with the drought, increased competition is driving 
companies to offer high prices in an attempt to hedge bets on 
their future. New York-based Cliffstar Corp. tried Tuesday to 
entice growers to its fold with a luncheon in Middleboro, a 
tactic the company also tried in 1992, following a short sup
ply because of Hurricane Bob. 

The Decas Cranberry Co. of Wareham is one. John c: 
Decas, company president, was at the meeting talking t6 
growers. 

The Hiller Co. of Rochester IS another. Robert B. HllJer 
was at the meeting as well, as was an Ocean Spray "grower ~s 
relations" worker. 

Mr. Decas, whose company both sells berries to Cliffstar 
and sells its own brand of fresh berries, said his growers will 
be paid "market price," meaning he will match what Cliffstar 
pays. 

But, he said, Cliffstar has an out. If more berries than need
ed are picked nex.t fall, Cliffstar might tell growers it is 
un:ln't'" tn n.,l1 ;"C' r'\ff..... 

bor cleanup, members of the New Bedford 
Forum, a group formulating compromises in 
the harbor cleanup, said they are optimistic 
the project's second phase now can move for: 
ward 

"There are no more snags now," Mr. Sim
mons said. "The only things that should be 
left up for discussion are the timeframes and 
the construction of the holding tanks" 

Rep. William Straus, D-Mattapoisett, saiQ 
discussion now will shift to the logistics of 
constructing PCB holding areas. The planned 
North Terminal location wIll likely involve a 
strip of land being extended about 200 feel 
into the inner harbor, which is about 20 to 25 

(See LAGOON, Page C2) 
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town's border with Mattapoisett. She said a strong odor ing subdIvisions of more than 24 homes to Iht: s.;w!;r sy~·
and water discoloration led her to make the complaint. tern. It is likely to continue until the expansion is com

State and local officials surveyed the area Feb. 18. Mr. plete. 

II Lagoon 
(Continued from Page C1) 
feet deep in that area. 

"At this point, it's just like putting 
a puzzle together," Rep. Straus said, 
adding that questions about owner
ship and uses of the new land will 
need to be addressed. "That is the 
kind of issue the EPA is happy to 
have people talking about." 

The most guarded statements yes
terday afternoon came from Mr. 
Dickerson, the EPA's project manag
er, who cautioned that details of the 
cleanup's second phase still must be 
finalized. "We're close enough that 
we think we can present it and tweak 
the system as we go along," he said. 
"It's still a preliminary concept, but I 
think it has enough meat to work." 

Mr. Dickerson said he is not ready 
to estimate when the cleanup would 

progress. "We've learned not to raise 
our expectations too high at this site, 
so we're taking it one step at a time," 
he said 

Some also see the lagoon victory 
as Significant in the overall history of 
the battle-scarred federal agency. 

"The EPA would have to come 
away from this whole experience 
grateful that people in New Bedford 
are concerned enough about the 
environment to make them consider 
changing some of their policies," 
City Council President George 
Rogers said. "This is probably going 
to be a textbook kind of model for 
them. They haven'l had this kind of 
success anvwhere." 

Ward 2' COWlciior Paul Koczera 
said the news also bodes well for 
plans to make the lagoon the center
piece of a riverside park in the lower 
North End. "When the lagoon area is 

clean and they use the restoration 
monies, this area could have a 
chance at being one of the nicest 
areas of the city," he said. 

The EPA's decision is also good 
news for Mayor Rosemary S. Tier
ney, who otherwise might have been 
caught between the EPA's wishes and 
the steadfast opposition to the 
lagoon. While the mayor had recent
ly avoided saying whether she agreed 
with the EPA or the opponents, the 
mayor last fall promised there was 
"no way, no how" any of the lagoon 
would be filled. 

"They listened to my message," 
Mayor Tierney said yesterday after 
meeting with EPA officials. "They 
made what I consider an agreeable 
arrangement that answers the con
cerns of the individuals on the forum 
in a way that will definitely enhance 
the process." 
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Ul 	 W~thl. Benard· Explaining how it all worked, class 
4-~.a.rd-TjmBS correspondent member Danielle Barrieau said the 
O:'AKEVILLE - They set up, company, dubbed REACH 
Vl Fzed and built their own compa- Remember Everyone Always Can 
a. . 	 ,Help - contacted area businesses 
!- hen, students from Apponequet 
O~onal High School's Junior 
U devement c4ss took most of their 

litsand donated $1,000 to the 
<I: Fric,fuCancer Society. 
r-..t am"So impressed with these 
~ l," sa,id CanCer Society field 
O\~utive:Sandy Pacheco, accepting 
a check on behalf of the organiza
f·' ~.iO r 

0\ I-usuaIly; we have to go out and 
i , for donatioilS. But the students 

r-.. roach.ed.t,'.s.," she said,-O
I Uthough they were entitled to 
~pa share of the profits, many of 
~: students' chJse to include their 

p.missions in the donation. 
me result was that of the $1.500 

and sold $4 pins for a recent "Dress 
Down Day." Those who bought the 
pins bought the right to come to work 
in casual dress for the occasion 

Of the $4 charge, "One dollar went 
into the company account for 
expenses, $1 went to the student who 
sold the pin for conunission and $2 
went to the Cancer Society. But a 

f .I'bunch 0 us wantca to glV(, O1\r com
missions to help cancer research," 
Danielle said. 

h ffi . hTo get tee ort gOing, teac er 
Janet Bienvenue told the class how to 
set up a business plan. "The compa
ny had to come up with a description 
of itself; decide whether the students 
would work on a p~i~t syste~. co~-

, , 

They raised over 
$1,500 and donated 

two-thirds of it to 
charity. And they 

learned as much from 
the problems and 

difficulties they 
encountered as the 

successes. 

" 

- teacher Janet Bienvenue 
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"He was really helpful," said 
Brant. "He worked with me and 
trained me to be a president. I need
ed to have a sense of everything that 
was going on in the company and I 
had to stay one step ahead. 

"This whole thing was a lot harder 
than I thought it would be in th~ 
beginning," he said. 

Mrs. Bienvenue said Kate Bernier, 
vice president of finance for the 
company, did a yeowoman's job in 
keeping records and handling divi· 
dends, paychecks and conunissions 

Kate said she and Dallidlt Elliut 
enjoyed the experience of being 
involved in a business and both plan 
to study accounting in college. 

Not so with classmate Jeremy 
Sweet. "It was interesting," he said. 
"But I know I don't want to go into 
business." 
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n July, the Olympics will be ( 
resident Melissa CorneU, the 

Thanks to a nomination seI 
mittec by Lisa Devlin of the 

Bedford, stating Melissa's kindnet 
always help others, a package arri 
Via UPS, informing her of being 5 

torch on June 15 in Boston, 
"I'm wicked excited, but I didn 
The road that brought Melissa I 

and struggles. 
Melissa, daughter of Steven an 

when a brain tumor was discovere 
that left her partially paralyzed. SI 
Schwartz Center before going on 
Apponequet Regional High Scho( 

She has since given freely of f.e 
er Seals and many other charitabh 
can help. 

Melissa's philosophy for life is 
have helped her along the journey 
and see her as physically challeng 
ing a recent snowy afternoon wa:( 
tie shoes, do origami and zipper, 2 

hand. It was I who felt challenged 
Melissa doesn't allow much to : 

every day and do things," she says 
On Feb. 21, Melissa, along witI 

dents, was honored as a communi' 
City Hall, with the Boston Mayor 
guests, along with Marion Heard, 
Massachusetts Bay, and represen~ 
New England. 

Melissa will receive an official 
she will wear June 15 as she cam, 
runs her half mile toward yet anot 
in this official Olympic event. 

We all need heroes to belp us n 
people. 

Melissa. we are proud to know 
town hero. We will be with you 
June 15 as you continue on your j 

The Olympic Search Committe. 
'l1 50meonc who perfonns outs~dir 
~ conununity leader, role model or I 
j"i erosity or kindness; and performs 

nationally. 
~1 The statement of purpose of the 
l' 	 Atlanta says: "The committee for 

..:~i.•, honor America's cOmDlU?itys ~~ro(]
". 	 ers embraces the OlymPIC pmt. 

across America, CommWlity Hero 
elo\\, of the Olvmpic Flame to the 
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taken from the adjoining Acushnet River, but would 
move the toxins to New Bedford's North End instead. 

Story is on Page B 1 

Manny Sylvia, who owns property across from this 
lagoon on Coffin Avenue, is pleased after the EPA 
announced it would not fill the lagoon with PCBs 
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ROCHESTER - With so 
contemplating a recall electi< 
office, the stakes could be hig] 
Monday's selectmen's meeting. 

The reasons Mr. Hughes giv 
Police Chief Walter V Denham 
divulge Monday night'after we 
dents - could decide whether 
election move forward. . 

"People are just fed up," sai 
"They've been aski~ to hear tI 

Ms. Bare is one of~ peop 
Clerk Naida Parker about a I 

weeks. She is the mother of : 
ran against Mr. Hughes. 

"I've had two people ask me 
about recalls," said Ms. Parker 
petitions or affidavits yet. Peol 
the steps are," 

The prospect ofa recall first s 
Hughes and fellow Selectman 
Jan. 16 to replace Chief Denhar 

Mr. Murphy is up for re-eIe 
face Richard Cutler, who thi: 
incumbent to an open debate. 

Mr. Hughes' three-year term e 
did noi return a telephul1t: ~lIii SI 

Roxanne Costa, who also ask 

TV exe~ 
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