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Coffin Avenue stirs ~ively d~b~~~ SITE: +~~'v:!__~~J?~ 
BREAK: -L~~~~-_.____ 

By Lori Rebet!o fi'GiW:Ef t: ' ' ", 
Staff writer 	 ,--------...;..-- OrnER: _-!::I-_f_S_LE2__ _'.:..--:-:

The batUe over' where to put 

polluted materials dredged from 

Ne\v Bedford Hamor is still brew

ing, .JS. EPA offidals' found out. 

whew th~y met with residents and 

harbor forum members to' discuss 

their options in the superfund site 

clean-up project. " .,: ' '

." 	 ') 'The number' one point'of cOn
tention was the proposed CDF 
(confined disposal facility), to be 
located in a filled lagoon north of 

. Coffin Avenue. Someo! the 100 

l1$idents complained loudly about 

'that locatiQn. • " " . " .,: . ~ . 

';~.""~h~ most ;unportant ,thing. we 

'picKed 'up from the meeting. was 

that sor.ne environmenfii-jU'stice • 
issues:' are a;tiWe more important < 

·.;;to :·pec;ple. ~n;'we:underStood," ~: 
,;s8id.~vidDickersoni~EPA.;pI:O.iect ,. 
"·manager.~'."Some.:peopu:~ in <'the 

crowd..-didn't .Usten. tp! anYthing- we .. 
naa' to. .say; It- was kind of disap. • 
pointing:' .. ;. 
_FeU~w EPA. manager '.Frank 

. Ciavattieri said' the .me~tirig suf
fered from mixed reviews. ": . 

"I wouldn't say it Was;rUUy'~ 
received. but not· rej~ted either," 
he said. "Some people don't want 

-~,~~~riili~~rt iiViiig ~j~.' :~~d"',:~ 
reVIews were Fairhaven' 'Select- l 
man John Haaland., CliNaia- Kirk i 
of Concerned Parents of Fair- . 
haven and President Jim Si- : ,=n~:n~5:;~~:t~:J '1! 
Coalition <HARC). ' 

'"To me, it seemed to be a little 
orchestrated," Haaland said. 
'"They were passing arouna a ! 
mailing list and 1 saw one person : 
from sawyer Street and one per- : 
son from Coffin Avenue on it" I 

The other residents, he said. were ; 
from other neighborhoods or : 
other towns, ; 

Kirk also noticed the'lisl . 

'1 don't know if it was truly 
\ representative of the people that 
: live there,II she said, adding she 
:was disappointed people,did not 
· show in~ in the iDformation 
:the EPA-ad DEP were there to 
:presenl· . 

."As a Cotum member, I felt very 
frustrated there was no real dia
'logue. They Were there to argue, 
that's it," Kirk said.' .

• 
On the other., band, Simmons 


said he thought the meeting was a 

success. 


· ~ '''I think the general pubUc: is ! 
, upset the EPA would make a dec:i- II 

,sian like this for a residential C 
area," Simmons IBid.' "There ' 
~ a, lot of boos and negative 
comments made aboUt the la
goon." 	 . 

HARC members banded out a 

newsletter at the meeting which 

blatantly attacked the government 

agencies.' ,', .

'""•. ~. } 

Incendiary comments such aa:. ... 
'"The cove that the. Environ-::; 
MENTAL destruction agency ',; 
wants to fiJI in won't even have .~ 
one of these lealdng Uners.n 

'All we want from those bone 
heads is. ~ clean the dirt _" and 
"What if HARC had been sedUced' 
and duped into going along wtt;: 
(the EPA) as others have?" 

Haaland said the meeting 
seemed to be run by an intenne
'1tiary group rather than· by the 
residents themselves. 

"It isn't being driven from the 
people iUp. If (the project) stands 

-

"... lop;·1iicl merits. they don't 
stand a cbanc:e," Baaland said. 

While Haaland bas been trying 
to safeguard Fairbaven, .from p0
tential 'CDFs,:.CJavattiel'f said al
ternatiVes exist' for' the eastern 
shore but are. not .c.:urrently. being . 
consid~ ~_. ~ '. '" ....; 

"No one is looking to bave 

them on that side." Ciavattieri
said. ..•.. ' ., -: 

,Although it's on the wesf side of 
the river, the Cotlin Avenue site is . 
close to Fairhaven. Ultimately. the 1\ 

fate of that. CDF and of CDFs in 
general Will depend on the coop
~tion of everyone involved. ... 

-rile stakes are too high in this 
project for people to be stubborn 
and close. minded," Dickerson 
said. "No one wants to hear it's a 
very difficult site with no easy 
ansviers.n 

,Ciavattieri ~ ,: ,.;. 

"'l'he key is ale they going to be 
able to agree amongst them)
selves," he said. . _. . 
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