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worshipper kneels in prayer in a church in AguaTorta

link no flight of fancy
a, the direct flights could take
tt ly after the runwa>! at the New
d Regional \irpoirt expands
000 feet to 8,000 fjset. as sup

> of the expansion iritend
tjugh city officials pave yet to

) detail with any airlines about
iospect of direct iiternational

flights, the idea is certainly on their
minds and on the mind of Azorean
Regional President Madruga Da
Costa

President Da Costa said that he
would welcome the opportunity for
connecting flights to New Bedford if

(See FLIGHTS, Page A2)

As always, the stakes are highest for the front-runner.
Mr. Dole has mat distinction, but barely. His Iowa lead
has stabilized but polls suggest support well below the 37
percent he won here tn 1988. And he is in a neck-and
neck race in New Hampshire with the phenom of the
1996 contest: multimillionaire publisher Steve Forbes.

Mr. Dole rejects the notion that 37 peseent should be
his credibility threshold. Even though he got that number
against a sitting vice president eight years ago, no one m
that race spent $4 million oa Iowa tele\ ssion ads, most ot
them critical of Mr Dole. "I thmk just being able to hold
our lead in the face of that shows strength," he said

(See IOWA, Page A2)

North End throws
PCB sludge plan
back in EPA's face

«*•«!.
Standard-Times staff writer

NEW BEDFORD  The US. Enwnmental Protec
tion Agency continued to encounter vehement neighbor
hood aid political opposition yesterday upon floating a
potential compromise for storing PCBs dredged from the
Acushnet River.

The EPA could redirect roughly half the toxic sludge
slated to be deposited in a contaminated lagoon off
Belleville Avenue to another planned riverfront lagoon
farther north, behind a row of factories, said David Dick
erson, project manager of the harbor Superfund site

The trial balloon immediately burst, tiiough About 75
residents at a public hearing sponsored by the New Bed
ford Forum made it clear they want the lagoons cleaned
not covered Many people trashed not only the use of
lagoons, but also the use of the low-income North Fnd
neighborhood to store the untreated polychlonriated
biphyenels.

"Are they telling me I only have to dnnk half a cup of
hemlock now'' I don't have to drink the whole thing0"
said Monique Frechette, a North Front Street resident. "It
seems Ward 2 is getting stuck as the dump site of the
river. Is this like we have to save the patient by cutting off

(See SLUDGE, Page A2>

Living with Pina trial is
an ordeal lor both sides
Standard-Times staff writer

BOSTON  The six ftoljee officers and
two cell attendants sit in the front row of the
courtroom, watching as another witness takes
die stand.

Two rows back, Delores Gonsalves also sits
and listens, turning her head slightly as yet
another autopsy photograph of ha* brother is
flashed on the courtroom television screens.

For more than two months, the police and
Ms. Gonsalves have sat mere feet apart in
Courtroom 5 at US. District Court.

Thev "sit with thi» c'ir><:t of Mnrris Pina

ii
waited $v» years. I can

wait a little bit longer.
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, In Terceira there is already a gOlf 
course and in Faial there are prepara­
tions to build a second. The Island of 
Pico is also entertaining a golf 
com,., prop~ . 

The climate js a strong selling
pomt fortourisrS. .~'. .". ...... 
(Continuedhm,. 1) 
the .arm, ami you're the arm, but 
we're.sony?" ,. , 

Because officials lacked any spe­
cific prospects for eyentually treating 
the , PCBs. . residents wondered 
whet!ler Sludp contained on the 
b~ of the .river would be any
healirier, than sludge now sitting in 
the river. About two-thirds of the' 
sludge is set 19 be stored within Ward 
2, 1be lower North End. 

'4Why caB't it aU ~ treated so we 
I· 	 can' fmally resolve the problem so 

1l1y·grandcbildren and' great grand­
cDildrca won't be sitting here flaying 

I 	 the same discussion, while all these 
a 	 people are dying of cancer1" asked 

Susan MaIps ()f North Dartmouth, 
whose grandmother lives ne.ar the 
Belleville AVenue lagooo. "We have 
no~faidi inBPA." .' 

''The frustration we share is the 
same."replied Frank C~~vattieri of 
the ~A. "The technolOgy, simply 
i&p't there at this time to practically 
treat them. The monies involved 
would break the federal bank." 

Mi Dickerson tried to convince 
the erowd that the holding areas 
woukJ be contained and relatively
sPt. Althol18h he said' as much as a 
third ofapound of PCBs might ini­
tially leak from the lagoonS into the 
water and air each day for the first 
couple of years~ he said the daily: 
t.bge would tb~n drop to about a 
twentieth of a pound. For comp~i­
son, Mr. Dickerson said about a h.arf~ 

.'\, pound ofPCBs in the Acushnet River 
•now flows out the harbor with the 
daily tit;Ie. 
• Sediment containing about 300 

" tOns of PCBs has already been 

are 	 110 casinos In lile J\LUI0S, , '._, 

that may also change. 
President Da Costa says that a 

casino could be a reality for the 
islands by the year 2000.. 

"We are working with the Q9vem­

pillar of our iso'l~led I:wllomy, but It 
is not the only one. Ifwe have a casi­
no and many ofthe natives go there it 
will ruin our economy. Whereas in 
Amtmca a casino in New Bedford 

dredged from the Acushnet Rie1lltd-· . ~omiseTitiss.tih.bas~Ott.Lt.. 
moved to the lagoon off Belleville damental injustice." saldTep~ Nr~--_uWarer Rosemal'JLTign-ttwas~is~t~o=e~~V
Avenue, III the foot of Coffin Avenlle tyre, who maintained that resideD1s 
and Sawyer Street. Another 300 tons of the lOWer North End "are being 
of PCB:; are slated to be dredged in p~nish~d for having already. been 
the next phase oftIle project. Exactly vIctImIzed QIlCe before. Unttl 1fJU 
where the EPA will dump them is reC,'ogllize everybody in. the reg!on 
the questiop. '?eeds t<? sh~re equally "':lth cteanma 

The politicians who spoke at the 
hearing yesterday were less caustic 
than the residents, although they also· 
insinuated thc current plans for stOf­
age in Ward 2 smack .of environmeri~ 
tal racism. The EPA became the tar­
get .of such accusations foul' years 
ago when it was still seeking to burn 
PCBs at the fOOl of Sawyer Street. 

Rep. Joseph B. Mcintyre, D-Ncw 
Bedford, said that as long as the ~lUr­
age options are confined to the lower 
North End, the EPA seems to be 
treating the storage as "a narrow 
engineering issue" at the expense'of 
larger social justice COlleen$$. 

"No matter how you configure the 
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It up. thl~,kInd ofa solution seems to 
be 	 unfair," 

The EPA officials respon~ by 
saying the storage options are limited 
and that hauling PCBs out of the bar-
bar would he impractical. 

.. 
There is this sense we're dumpinB 

on Ward 2. We're not. The pr~1em is 
there now," Mr. Dickersol1 said. 
"We're trying to make it better." ' 

. City Council President George 
Rogers told the groupthatthe-eeua­
cil will consider fLghting thedispos­
al of hazardous waste in the lagOoll 
as well as the surrounding ~. He 
declined to discuss the issue after the 

anli ot11;11 .·~'Jl"~ ~al ll.. " .... 

the side of the volcanic lake which 
offers fisherman the chance to catch 
lake pike and lake frout from crystal 
clear waters. _ 

meetiIIg. 

out oftown and did not attend. MOIW-
Fontaine. a city enviTont)1ental plan­
ner, ~d the mayor ~as not made up
her nund on the·ta$Ue of storing 
PCBs but that the po~ent,iallJse afthe 
lagoon "has Deen a concern. 

"She has not seen the .altema­
rives," Ms. Fontaine. sai4 , 

. "The harbor needs to be cJeaned 
up. If this is the best alternative for 
me entire city and aU its citizens, I'm 
sure that's what she would go with.... 

The New Bedfiml Forum, a group 
ofcitizens and public officials work­
ina to find solutions for the harbor, 
will continue discussing storage 
options in the coming weeb: 

"The solutiona that are proposed 
are not satisfactory to everybody," 
said Michael Keating, the forum'$ 
moderator. "The response from this 
group is an index of that." 
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Lamar AlexandeipreotCfnowlt~ 
show, even ifMr. DoJe wins. "H:c 
very w-_t. front-"'-r." ::;.:'~,' 

"'-.'- '.': 
Charles Blac~, chief strategl~,},'. 

. Texas~en. Phd Gramm's stru~( 
~hpalgt\l'be. gh U~ ~.. 

. ~t WI a tou ~ 10~,;~ 
fInlshtng ~~ back, which ~s;' 
second pl~e IS such a ~ted;~ 
- assumtng Mr. OoJe wiltS','; 

A. week .0, Mr, Forbes ,~
d~sttned fQr second, b\tt hr 
shpped ,s.teadny and. fmds h~ 
clumped In an unpredictable ~ 
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