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NEW BEDEORY -— Desplte opposition
from rosidents ond @ community group, a state
offictl said tact winhi that its possible no action
might he akon 1o clean vp the comammalcd
New Bedlord Hurbor.

Heclen Waldorf, environmental analyst for the
Ikp artment of invirnnmental Protectiot. said
if ithe community contiucs to reject proposals
recommended by eate and federal officials, it
conld wind vy getting nothing. Ms. Waldorf,
whao has studicd the harbor contarminated with
PCB's is concerned that residents aren't fook-
ing al options with an open mind.

Carrently, sume of the most highly contam-

nated sediment is bcmg stored M a cwrppecd
tagoon enfled a D =« 2 combined disposai
tacitity — juxt off of Sawyer Stwreet. City resi-
dents, cownoilors and Hends Across the River
have argucd stronply against the CDES, claim-
ing thut the facility will lcak up to 300 pounds
of carcinogenic sediment into the water and air,
putting the residential area at risk.
! Yim Simmeons, president of Hands Across the
River, said tlsic lagoon iz the natural resource
thgt comld scrve a8 A tourist attraction and an
cconotmic rescutee. Mr. Simmone sajd the peo-
ple have spolin agein and again.

“The fact remning that the fagoon should b
cleuned up. not covered up,” he said. “People
are getliug more and awre cxasperated.”

Equally exasperated Ms. Waldorf said the
cammunily s going to have to come up with a
viable alteruative, though she believes the
CDFs are the iwst option. She alto mentioned a
1 government plon to swore the sedimens in the
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atandoned Pierce Milks nearby.

“People could blow it and the government
could walk away, she said. “The community
needs to say ‘Let's maks a decal” Win, Jose or
d1aw, you want to stay in the game, dut they're
not even playing the game. 1t's o difficult em.n-
ten, but I thigk we couid work out a business
deal here”

Reprasenting Hands Acroess the River,
harles Lord from Alternatives for (ommumty
and Envitonment railed against CDF % as “sub-
standard waste facitities,” locatrd daagerousiy
clouse to families on S~wvcr Suweet,

“They dom't mect the standards,” he said,
awdding the permanent storage facilities are
nnlingd and will leak 300 pounds of sediment m
three years. “The key issoe in termns of the
neighbots is that this is 2 hazardous waste facil-
iy

Mr, Sinamons suggested moving the sediment
W another point in the barbor, away from the
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State OfﬁCIal Lack of open minds
could sink city harbor cleanup

comamunity, bat Ms. Waldorf said dred fmg the -

sedimentsends toxins:into the water and air.’
Ward 2 Councilor Paul Koczera raid officials
¢lpimed there wag no hazard when they moved

the highly-concentrated sjudge to the temporary,

C'DF on Sawyer Strect, but naw are claiming
that they cant safely maove it from the fagoon.

Ms. Waldorf and David Dickerson, project
manager for the New Bedford Harbor Super-
fund Project, took issue with pomts made i in the
arorney s presentation.

Mr. Dickerson said the issue needs clarifica- .
tion and also vaxdpeoplc need to kzep m open :

mingd.”

A public forum fs schedulcd at2p. 0. on Feb. :

11 at Recondoeos on Coggeshall Street.
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