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State official: Lack of open minds
could sink city harbor cleanup

By
Standard Ttnrif; >.i3<f wrrtef

NEW B H M U R U — Despite
fYmi resilient1; .'ixl 3 cnmmuntry froup, »
"friotal K»i<i t >c ( «i«in ihat its possible no action
might be in), ̂ n «<> cl*ao up the contanurmtcd
Nc* Bi.-d((Wj Horhor

Hclrn WalOorf, cnvironmenTal analyrt for the
I5«p»rtmrtw of !;j«irmnmcntal Protecdoo. Mtd
H'lhe commimilv cnntmucs to reject proposals
rccommended bv ^'f>t« and f«dcraf ofTi«a!s, it

jnO i>|> gcttmg nothing M*. WaW<xf.
hns «tn<iu*<f ttw harbor contaminated witJ>

PC'B's is cutiofi»»«f thai resident? arcn'l look-
ing at options with an open mu>d

C'urrcntJv. Mime of the most highly conWroi-
rt.itL-d sediment is bcmg stored m a CApp««<:t
Ingoon etjll^d .1 <'W — a combtned dispo«a)
facility — ju^ t>(T of Sawyer Street Ctty resi-
denw, town t tor* and Hatids Across tfac Rtver
have argircd --in>nj:!y again'rt the CDKfc, clajm-
ing tlut the ftciht-y \Y\1] leak up to 300 pounds
of carcinogcTin; scdimeni into the water and air,
putt ins the residential area at risk. •

Jim Simmons, prvsidem of Hands ACTOR* th«
River, said tisc l.?>;oc>n is the natural resource
Ihst conW ^cr\f ns » t«Hirist attraction and sn
cc<vnomic T<,^curc« Mr. Simmon* said the peo-
ple have <poV<n ags>m and again

"The faot it-mrim* that (he lagooo should hi"
cleuncd up, tiot covered up" he said. "P^oplu
ore ?eflhig nnwc ami niorc exasperated"

[vq'tnlly cxa^pcraied Ms. Witdorf «»d fh<'
comi>uriiiv /<» foing to have to come «p with a
viable alK-riuitivo, ihoujjh she believes the
t'DF'« aiv thv IVM option. She al« tncntioned a
government p!«p to <nore the sediment jn the

Milk nearby
"People could blow it and the government

<;ould walk away," she ssud "The conwiiniiry
r^t'edfi to say 'Let's maks a deal ' Win. lose or
rii iw, you want to stay IB the enme, hut thryVc
nn( even playing the game it's a difficult situa-
tion. but I thiok ws could work out a batmeits
deal here."

Representing Hands Across the Riven
< 'hwJes Lord from Alternative^ for Cormnum<y
iind Environment railed against CDF's sw "sub-
<;(nndjm3 waste facilities.," loeatt-U dangerously
<. lose to families on Sswvcr Sti«ct,

"They don't meet the standards," he s»id,
mldtng *e permanent storage facilities are
milmcd and will teak 300 pounds of sediment tn
t!iree years "Th« key issue m term* of fhe
neighbors is that this is a hazardous wa.̂ le facil-
ity-

Mr. Simmons suggested moving the sediment
K' another point in the harbor, away from the
cornmunify, bat Ms AValdorf said dredging the
sedunentsernb toxins into the %vaicr and air.

Ward 2 Councilor Paul Koczera said officials
claimed there tvas no harard when they moved
the highly-concentrated sludge to th* temporary
CDF on Sawyer Street, out now are claiming
tlwt they can't safely move it from the lagoon.

Ms. Waldorf and David Dickerson, project
manager for the New Bedford Harbor Super-
fimd Project, took issue wiih poiats made in dse
3rtort>«y '$ premntation.

Mr Ulckerson said the issue needs clarifica-
tion and also «id people need to keep "an open

A public fonun is scheduled at 2 p.m. on Feb.
1 1 at Recordoeos on Coggestoll Street.
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