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.as an obligation to the state- <5 tU•

Opposition to permanent
'CB storage is growing

3
n any given dute we have found
that The Standard-Times has been
very forth-coming but most
impoitantly honest Hi its reporting

what's been going on with the haibor
anup ana restoration Being properly
urmcd is only part of the solution,
coming educated about (be information is

• answer
The Thanksgiving day article in The
andard-Times saying thai opposition fui
edged PCBs is meeting growing
Distance is totally true
No one, to our knowledge, is divided on
is issue, as the article suggests, m fact, it
quite the contrary Our elected officials,

jngiessman Barney Frank, State Reps
iseph Mclntyre. Antonio Cabval, Robert
oczcra, and Allan Cass, the president of
~s New Bedford Fisherman's Fund, the
orth bnd Business Association and the
Lushnet selectmen all prove that
pposition to the EPA's current plan for
DF's using the terms untreated and
)7t-vtr is growing,

Proof of this was given iu us in written
)rm recently from the Acushnet selectmen,
lying that with leservations, they would
'low CDF's onlv as a temporary solution
mil A better toUmokigy exiMs, so as not to
ipedc the cleanup process Congressman
-r-mk states the same concerns in his letter
i the EPA

Hands Across the River's position in this
hole process is total commitment to
orkmg with the agencies and the Forum

->r a health-conscious cleanup and timely
.storation proiect plan Hands Across the
ivcr has piovcd this by being the only
roup on the Forum to bnng a fortn.il
roposjl to the table, stating we endorse

~ D F 7 because of its location and benefi t
* the city This facility would be
onsiruUed as a bulkhead for large ships to
ock at ana .-illow the city 10 hove a place tu
1.1 maintenance burbot dredge spoils and
'ow EPA to clean up New Bedford's Pearl

urbor witnout the smoke (Herman
-Iclvi l le ships) and also to remediate two or
nrce CSO problems in that area

We have also suggested that the Coffin
\\cnuc lagoon not be drained and fi l led
Mth to\ic material untreated and capped
orever, it is m written form not from

JIM SIMMONS

The entombment of highly
toxic material untreated
forever on the riverbanks /s
unacceptable.

HARC, but from approximately 30
residents and homeowners. Some have lived
there for 70 years and more. We have the
mayor and City Councilor-at-large George
Rogers on tape voicing The some concerns.
The councilor for that ward, Fred Kalisz.
and soon-tO'be councilor of that ward Paul
Koczera, feel the same way We have
proposed a ROD 11A and ROD I I B which
seems to bo very feasible for everyone.

All of us know that there is no magic,
and this is far from a perfect world.

Tho EPA and DEP are offering a tour of
the proposed CDF's today at 1 30 p m. at
Maritime International, Inc All Forum
members are invited and the public is urxed
to attend and become educated on how tne
EPA will enhance tho North Terminal and
extend ihe woikmg waterfront and to see
foe yourself the difference between the tivei
and the harbor CDF'a. We truly thank the
agencies for thetr tolerance on this issue,

However, the entombment of highly toxic
material untreated forever on thy banks is
unacceptable. Can all of these people be
wrong in opposing untreated and iorover
and so few be right0 I think not

We have identified the toxic dragon and
agiee it must be confined. It is our moral
obligation to now spc-ak of termination of
this monster so it is not allowed to consume
our future generations

As stated in a recent Standard-Times
editorial (Dec 1) it would be a mistake for
EPA to declare that it is CDF's or nothing
and that this is the end of the line

Keep up the good work on informing the
public on these issues

G
Jtrn Simmons uf AVvv Bedford is president

of Hand1! Acrn<!<; the River

Quotables

"It will unleash an awful lot
oj talent... to help push this
' -/M / M / »•) i y^ ̂ ,« p/l >v/ in thf-> -\tr-tnt'\!

— House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Bill Aicher. R-Texas, as the the
House adopted legislation to leA Social Secu-

offended millions
Is Ann Landers a racist0  I f not, why did

she refer to the Holy Father as a "Polack1"'
This remark mode by Ann Landers is an
insult not only to Pope John Paul II and to
the Polish people, but also an insul t to
millions of Christians and non-Chnstians
alike

GEORGE M.THOMAS
New Bedford

Change comes hard
to New Bedford

The morning after the recent election, a
local radio talk show host said that change
comes hard to New Bedford's citizens, even
when an election offers them opportunity to
change He mused, too, that it take* lots of
effort and money to get someone elected to
office. Yet, getting them out requires
something really, really bad It made me
wonder, was the reason the old "devil you
know" excuse0

Or, perhaps it's tho same thing that
bothered a Greek philosopher nearly 2,000
years ago. He was more worried how
people perc-cived things to be than he was
about how things really were. After the
election, an article by Dick White described
the totally contrasting styles of the mayoral
candidate!!. Reading it made me realize that
those contrasts were reflective of what
divides this city, dulls its spirit and affects
its future,

A hindsight view of the election helped
me to understand that the mayor's campaign
was endorsed by those who had the most to
lose if she lost, The challenger's
campaigners, on the other hand, believed
the city couldn't afford tu keep or losing It
should have seemed obvious, then, that
what this city was in need of was not just a
change in administrations, but a change in
the powet structure that created and
benefited from it

Oliver Wendell Halrnos wrote that ''What
lies behind us and what lies before us are
tiny matters compared 10 what lies within
us " Before Nov 1, tho Art Museum was
done but not finished The proposed casino
was — 'absolutely, positively' Change, fia
the talk show host pointed out, comes hard
to New Bedford and yet, slightly loss than 2
percent separated the dissatisfied from the
complacent!

It's nearly a month later and the
entertainment/gaming mecca continues to
lemain a two-dimensional concept looking
up a very tall hill The combined fine art
repository and municipal annex is, well,
Mill a multiple choice of opoa/closed/m
progress The mayor's supporters still
hehexe they're l ight because she won. The
challengers folks can't believe he lost
because they were right, and look, the beat
goes on1 Cameo Curtains'250 jobs will be
going, going, gone

A friend, who knows I love to collect
quotes, left this one from the Chinese sage
Lao-Tzu on my answering machine the day
after the election "Do they have the
patience to wait t i l l (the) mud settlor and
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