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took some ribbing at [jrst:' Ulc ll<:lghtlortwGU l)'PC issues.' t'all KLVI.:r, Ule J IrSi area (kpanmcm with a blk~ pa{ml
But as tne six-person unit began making arrests - and That's been the experience throughout the region and which starred in 199], boasts a lO-person bicycle unit; 

dearing rowdy teen-agers from neighborhood beaches - C{)untry as a growing number of police departments roll (See BIKES, Page 32) 
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Area citizens honored 

for battl~ against PCBs 

BV Natalie White 
St8nda rd-Times staff writer 

PCBs mayor may not cause can
cer, The chemical's exact health 
effects are still unknown. 

, But PCBs defmiteJy caused Clau
dia Kirk of Fairhaven to turn from a 
mild-mannered dental assistant to a 
savvy grassroots activist and 
founder of Concerned Parents of 
fairhaven, one of several groups 
responsible for forcing a federal 
agency to change its mind about 
incineration and to pay attention to 
locaJ concerns, 

Polychlorinated biphenyls pushed 
lim Simmons of New Bedford to the 
helm of a v,'lltchdog group, Hands 
Across the River, still keeping close 
tabs on the US, Environmental Pro
tection Agency and the Superfund 
cleanup ofllie New Bedford Harbor. 

The organic compounds, used for 
years by Jocal capacitor manufactur
ing companies and dumped into the 
harbor, forced Ro]and Pepin of 
Acushnet to become a Jay expert on 
dredging and Carol Sam of Marion 
to launch the Dowmviod Coalition, 
, On Thursday, the contributions of 
these four and countless others citi
zens were acknowledged by the very 
agency they once sought to turn on 
its head. 

John DeVilJars, EPA's regional 
administrator for tbe Northeast, 
thanke4 these folks, if not exactly 
:for their opposition, then fOT their 
cooperation after the opposition jn 
working with the EPA on the New 
:Bedford Forum to help shape the 

C IN OUR AREA==:J 

clean up and seek alternative tech
noJogies to incineratioD. 

"We are here because of a com
munity that came together," Mr
DeVillars said during a press c.onfer
ence at the foot of Sawyer Street. 
"This is a great day for the harbor 
cleanup. And I extend my thanks to 
the citizen actlvists who have played 
such an integral part of the process," 

On Sept, 6, the cleanup marked a 
milestone. On Thursday, about 20 
people gathered as a celebratory 
gesture. 

A few weeks ago, the last of 
more than 300 tons of PCBs in five 
acres of so-called hot spots were 
dredged from the Acushnet River, 
removing about half of all the PCBs 
in the harbor and placing them in a 
storage lagoon at the bottom of 
Sawyer Street. 

The dredged material - about 
14,000 cubic yards of mud - must 
still be treated and the EPA is 
exploring several teclmologies for 
this. The agency is also trying to 
decide how to deal with the remain
der of the harbor, which is contami
naiW with PCBs but not to the high 
Jevels of tne hot spots. Those areas 
contained up to 200,000 parts per 
million, some of the highest PCB 
concentrations ever found in the 
United States, 

In 1993, local citizens groups 
organized a grassroots fight that 

(See EPA, Page B2) 
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Photo by Oaf.. Srni1h 

New Bedford Mayor Rosemary S. Tierney listens to EPA Adminis
trator John DeViliars as he speaks Thursday. 

Fishing .~ 
plan WOI~ 

'-.0 

By Jack Stewardson cD 
Sfandard·Times staff writer ~ 

FAIRHAVEN -- Like, 
bridegroom at a shotgun 
fishing industry official s 
tant to embrace new g 
management alternatives 
win put them out of busin F1 

Instead, industry spokes ffi 
New England Fisherv M, eJ 

Council hearing Thursday eL) 
tually unanimous that tf T 
should try to rebuild ~ 
groundfish stocks witnou c; 
the existing management I m 

"It brings forth an old a t5 
it's working don't tTV and· '-' 
Howard v./ Nicke~son, 
director of the Offshore 
Association and a memt 
Massachusetts Fishermen' 
ship. The group says the 
existing pJan --- with some 
ing -should form the ba 
C{)ntinuing response to the 
groundfish crisis. 

The partnership, workh 
with Cardinal Bernard L 
sents fisrung ports in Ne\, 
Boston. G locuester and C< 
drew widespread support 
150 who attended the heal 
Seaport Inn. where spec 
speaker urged the counci 
abandon the existing plan, 
beenin place about 18 mon 

"The plan is only a year 
old," said Bill Oell, own 
trawler Xiphias, "Let's fee :u 
find out what is really hapr J;:::' 
there first." U 



nat m mmd, they said they 
for the inclusjon ofaltema.
:tions in the prison bill in 
<.eep its cost down. 
support a biIJ that not only 

It looks at alternative sanc
~aid Rep. Antonio F,D, 
~-New Bedford, "In order to 
e these other bond bills 
:!"! bond bill, the higher ed 
, the open space bond bill 
,ated, we have to craft a bill 
: at a1ternative sentences." 
William Straus, D~Mat
also said he will work for 

~ sentences to be inciude<i, 


is no question thee are 

)blems, but just building 

never the whole criminal 

ue," he said. 
reid hopes to turn up the 
1e issue when he holds a 
nference Monday wjth 
;riffs and stale prison offi· 

N elson, who will attend, 
ld his col1eauges will tet 
ring prison populations 
thernselves. 
're going to pass truth in 
~, eliminate good time, 
er sentences, then gives us 
ces to deal with it," he 

nt from no concentration 
o havjng an expert work
us," Dartmouth Chief 
~ares said, 
}ares called bike patrols a 
nponent of community 
at helps link the officer to 

, opinion that a poJice 
s up a physical barrier 
Ie officer and the resi~ 
said. "The bike patrols 
u with another tool or 
:y for crime prevention." 

-i leni agreed. "You're not 
~ 4?ie steet box:' 
~ 1 If! ":NbSo;, 
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By NataUe White ":rhe EPA~ budget is about to be slashed, :I1\t;.
S18 I'ldard-Times staff writer envJronrn,en~ 18 really taking a large hit." 'f': ., 

Superfund work at Sullivan's Ledge in New She sEud. m ~e last six montbs environmental 
Bedford and at ReSolve in Dartmoutb could grind Reo-Solve and SuJlivan's Ledge, could be slowed g;oups nattonwlde gathered more than 8 GiUi~ f'§ 
to a halt if proposed budget cuts for the U.S. Envi or stopped. sJ~atures on a Environmental BiU of Rights·, I 

ronmental Protection Agency go through, federal The Re-Solve site, a former waste reclamation whJch asks elected officials to protect progrrurti &; 
and regional EPA officials said Thursday, d~mp for hazardous waste materials, is pcJluted such as th~EPA and Jegislation such as the Clean J. 

"I.t could ~e. devastating," EPA's Northeast with PCBs and other toxies. \\ork is w:arly rom Au ~ct, Clean Water Act. and the Endangered. iB 
SpeCIes Act. 	 .' ~j, C~~eg1Cnal Admimstrator John DeViliars saId dur pJete, but could be slowed significantly, 

mg an afternoon press conference at the New . ~he Sullivan's Ledge cleanup is still in the "We need to stop the roUback of 25 year~ of Q 

Bedford Harbor Superfund site, which he said deSIgn stages. It js one site officiaIs said would ~rogre~s," said ~s, Eiseman, who added the peti,' -oJ 

could also be affeded, although money for this lIOn will be dehvered to congressional leaders in· 22fall off the priority rist if EPA's budget is severely
cleanup has already been set aside. 	 October. More than 60,000 of the signatures were: ~ ~ut. The area could be vital to the area's econom

The proposed cuts would slash the EPA's bud	 conected in Massachusetts, Ms. Eiseman said; 
JC development since it is being considered for a 

get by a thjrd. 	 With the belp of groups such as the Coalition for caslIlo."We will not be able to provide the level of 	 Buzzards Bay.Mr. DeVi1Iars and Ms. Browner weren't the
protectlO~, to the American people that they now 	 "We are coming to a critical point in the debate'only ones holding press conferences Thursday. count on, said Carol Browner, federal adminis	 of the future," said Ms. Browner.The local chapter of MassPIRG, based at UMasstrator of the EPA. She spoke to reporters from 	 (--:'

Dartmouth. s.tated its concerns from the steps ofNew York, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Ver	 The House Appropriations bill for the EPA S2
the Federal Building in New Bedford.mont during a Thursday morning telephone press 	 w()uM cut the agency's budget by $2.5 billion or - ~ 

"We need to breathe the air. We need to drink confere~ce "It ~ould quite IiteraJJy mean sewage 34 percent of.President Clinton's budget requ~st I 

and toXIC waste 10 our waters," the water, If anything, we need to strengthen envi The Senate wIn take up the debate ne..xt week. 8 
They both said enforcement would be seriously ronn:ental protections, not weaken them," said President Clinton has said he will veto the rh 

weakened and that Superfund cleanups, including Rohm Eiseman, UMass campus roordinator for House's version if it gets to his desk. ' ;E:
ZMassPIRG. to 

And what of the poJice chief's ·1I'''~E~:~~~~''''''''''''''~n~o~~on~e~WO~U~ld~1i''st~e·n.~,,~~~1~r.·S~i~nun"o·n-s: 8 
autnori7-3tion'? r-J said.···II Details "The chief doesn't have the , ~ut th~ did. After a bitteroattle, i 


(Continued from Page B2) . authority to spend the DPW budget" (Continued from Page B2) mcmeratlon was dropped,· ; 

Mr, Hannon said. "And I don't ha~e ..<lIf the EPA didn't listen,.Dime of:
a form, signed by the peopJe on the 	 Elsie Souza, aide to U.S. Rep.
the authority to spend his budget. 	 th1S w?uld be happening," said ~lty ;staff, which substantiates what was 	 Barney Frank, D-Mass" remember's, 

C-Ouncilor Fred Kalisz,· "~ow{·we :done. "But all of this will not mean that "This is government of tbe peo" may not all,always agree hut:theie is. "1 have never signed an authoriza rwi!) not listen to reason tomonm"..." pie, by the people and for the people an openness there and that has been ' tIon for payment without that form." 	 and I watched it happen," said Ms. 
key." ,...: :Souza, "I remember when David 

Hammond (a founder of Hands In addition to Mr. DeViUars oth-! 

- h· enough time to work," said Mayor Across the River) was in my office ~rs wbo spoke at tbe 8ath~ring:
mcludedMr. Pepin, Mr.· Sjnunons, . I sin9 Rosemary S. Tierney, who spoke in every day. When Claudia was bans"II F	 Mayor Rosemary Tierney,state;

(O:mtinued from Page B2) support of the status quo. ing her fist on my desk." Department of Environmental Pro- ~ , 	 Sha.ring her message were repre- The congressman, as wen as sev
tection Regional AdmjriistraJor : survIval of the fish stocks, but it wi.U sentatl f tIt '1' I era! Cl'ty Offl'cl·als. were l'nstrumental I h II . \:es o. e area s egIs ative 	 Andrea Papadopoulos and Larry I~ so cause t e co apse of the fishing delegation, meJuding Elsie Souza in making the EPA rethink its deci" Rosenberg of the u.s. Army Corps:mdustry and its infrastructure;' said local aide to Rep, Barney Frank, D~ sion to burn the material from the of Engineers. 	 ;James M, Kendall, executive direc- Mas hot spots. , 

tor of the New Bedford Seafood s, But it was ordinary citizens who I 

Despite the congratulations, all:Industry Coalition. "~his i~ .stopping people from Kevin Ferreira, president of the relentlessly kept at their elected om- involved said this is no time for' 
m,aking, a. hVlng, abruptly," said Har- Whaling ~jty Seafood Djsplay Auc- cials, who organized rally after rally, complacency. : LJhon, whtch hand1ed 10.4 million who launched telephone calling tree 

"There stiU isn't a solution," said: f...>net Dldnksen, a Mattapoisett fish- d'· 	 ft I ' ,i~&.vsa:sel.~er, poun s III Its first year, said "any a er etier wntmg campaign, who Mr. Pepin. t--=-___~~"_'~i$_~_liiot_"__IQa_.:as:s~e~ss~m~e:n~t~o~fthe merits of Amend- passed around petitions and . "But there's a Jot more trust" said; 
r 

I WAl.. mepNi lIP ~,~~"at this point. deTanded action. , Frank Ciavattien of the EPA. ' :• 	 ~~,i,;;;"'~~",". ! remember the frustrahon, when 
~"., 11 1m H' ra$' an 'JAn 18 

b It S· ; I II r ., r'. 
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