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30 million Weld plan will aid New Bedford, Fall River ports
By Dan Ring
Oftsway N«w» s*rvloe

BOSTON —
approved Oov.

A key
WlUlwn

legislative com
F. Weld's aaao

mlttee Thursday
million plan to

improve depressed seaporai such aa New Bedford and Fall
River and help the beleaguered fishing industry.

Rep. William straws, D-Mattapotsett, a member of the
Transportation Committee, said the plan iactades money to
dredge tbe channel hi New Bedford that runs from the Hum-
cane Barrier north to the FairtMTm-New Bedford Bridge.

The channel, which was hut dredged in 1W4, is being filled
in by silt. POT New Bedford to prosper as a commercial port
for International trade, dredging is needed. Rep. Straus said.

"Overall, this bill will really give a chance for the state to
focus on coastal communities as economic resources neces-
awy for the growth of tbe state," Rep. Straus said after
tbe Transportation Committee voted unanimously to pass the
legislation.

Gw Weld's plan contains $4* million for improvements to

^a&per channel is needed for passenger
-KS that might arrive in rfw city if the

i • is btjitt, and some ships now are
(-':-:ig to New Bedford with lighter cargo

the channel is only 26 feet deep.

piers in the state's 12 largest ports, including Fall River and
New Bedford.

The legislation also has WOO million for covering the
state's share of dredging costs in various harbors.

Supporters in the New Bedford area said a deeper channel
Jsjteeded In New Bedford to accommodat<L»es*»ncer shins
that might arrive in the city if the state approves a casino
planned by tbe Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head.

.The channel also needs to be dredged to attract larger
vessels to ship-repair yards in New Bedford and Fairhaven,

B«ck«n atoo pointed out that some vniaata now are being
forced to ship to New Bedford with tighter cargo because the
< Ijflnwl to only JO foet deep hi Mine parts.

.Us aMiuon, the seaport bond bill includes:
„-., i&^i),000 to develop fish hatcheries, aqwaculture and other

*hvr^i initiatives.

H? :{-: railllon to establish fiah-diApiay auctiOM and a eompre-
:--.-r,:-i,ve plan to save the state's struggling commercial flsh-

< 3 mdustry. J

•a- o.OOO to study the state's needs in marine transport of

for UMaa» Dartmouth to
develop a center for maritime
•afety.

Rep. Thomas Cablr, r>Bourne,
who took over as BJnue transporta-
tion chair in January, also revised
the legislation to earmark W.8 mil-
lion to build a 8tl.foot.long board-
walk for fishing at the Massachu-
setts Maritime Academy,

The money will also be used to
expand the Mate pier at the west end
of the Cape Cod Canal next to the
academy.

Rep. Cablr likewise added 110,000
for training of harbor masters, IB
million for dredging of smaller ports •
and harbors and 910 million for ren-
ovating public plen and wharves In
•mailer communities like Marlon,
Mattapoisett, Wareham, Dartmouth
and Wastport

Rep, Cahir also wants to ow the
package to change state law to
reduce a town's mandated share of
costs under a state program to
repair municipal piers and heritor
facilities.

•'It's an exciting piece of legists-
tion," Rep. Cahir said. "All aspects
of the bill clearly have economic
benefits. That's what was fun about
the bill,"

Ralph Cox, roarttim* director for
the Massachusetts Port Authority,
cheered the approval of tbe bill, say-
ing that the initiative shows the
importance of •eaportu to the state's
economy. .

Rep. Cahir saM the seaport bond
bill Is moving extraordinarily fast
considering that Qov. weld intro-
duced the legislation in January.

Rep. Cahir predicted that it could
be npproved by the House sometime

•gummer.
The bill would also need to be

passed by the Senate and then signed
into law by Gov. Weld.

The governor would also need to
authorise approval of the projects.
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