
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION I

J.F. KENNEDY FEDERAL BUILDING, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02203-2211

Superfund Records Center

SITE:
July 22, 1993 BREAK: _ /3 . / ---- „

OTHER:

Martin S. Manley, Executive Director
Harbor Development Commission
City of New Bedford
102 Pope's Island, Route 6
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740

RE: New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site;
Possible construction in North Terminal Area

Dear Mr. Manley,

I am writing in response to your letter reporting on the Harbor
Development Commission's concerns following a May 13, 1993,
presentation by EPA and the Corps of Engineers. EPA's
presentation briefly and generally described potential
construction of a confined disposal facility (CDF) in the North
Terminal area. This proposed CDF would be constructed as part of
the clean up of the New Bedford Harbor Superfund site. As I
noted at the beginning of the presentation, any substantive
discussion of this proposed construction prior to finalization of
a Record of Decision is premature.

EPA is considering construction of a CDF in this location in
response to comments submitted by officials and citizens of New
Bedford. The conceptual design for this CDF includes sheet-pile
walls rather than the usual earthen dikes, to accommodate
adjacent berthing of vessels. This design modification would
increase the cost of construction considerably. In addition, the
conceptual design locates the CDF to facilitate future
construction of a second cell. This second cell would be
available to contain dredge spoils from future harbor dredging
projects .

Records of Decision are based upon conceptual designs and' cost
estimates. Following remedy selection by issuance of the Record
of Decision, specific design issues are resolved during the
development of the design and specifications. It is during this
design process that discussions with the Harbor Development
Commission regarding requirements to accommodate intended future
uses of the property can be most fruitful.

I must remind you that the North Terminal area is part of the New
Bedford Harbor Superfund site and will require remediation

°P'MED ON RECYCLED PAPER



whether or not EPA undertakes construction of a CDF in this
 
location. EPA data indicates the sediments in the North Terminal
 
area have PCB levels greater than 50 ppm, and are a regulated
 
hazardous waste. Any owner, operator, transporter, or disposer
 
who contributed, or contributes, to the uncontrolled release of
 
this material is a potentially responsible party.
 

I believe that design issues identified following the
 
presentation on May 13, 1993, such as underground utilities, time
 
to consolidation, and building foundation requirements, are all
 
issues that warrant detailed, in-depth discussion with the
 
appropriate engineering specialists.
 

Your letter requested that EPA respond with alternative plans.
 
We look forward to continuing our discussions with the H.D.C.,
 
its tenants, and City officials in the future. However, EPA is
 
unprepared to resolve these specific design issues until after
 
issuance of a Record of Decision.
 

Please call me at (617) 223-5522 if you have any questions
 
regarding this matter.
 

Sincerely,
 

' —6£
- / - - 7/7. -̂

Gayle £a
 
Remedial Project Manager
 

cc:	 Liz Bettencourt, City of New Bedford
 
Paul Craffey, MA DEP
 
Mark Lowe, EPA ORC
 
Mark Otis, USAGE/NED
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