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MJ il Cooe ORAOI 4 

BO\lon, MA 02109 

I am wilting to you a, t he Mayor of N<:w Bedlord r<:gard,ng EPA', proposed con,tructron 01 a New 
Bedford liarbor Superfund Sae Operable Unn 1- Low... r Harbor Confined Aquat l[ O l ~posa l (CADI C~ II III 
1982, the U.S. Coa~t Guard became th .. "hilt responder" to the New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site, bV 
i m,ta lli" ~ ~iRn~ warning the publiC of the presence of PCB~ The Cit V of New Bedlord is gratefu l lila t. 
,Ince the iMlal re,ponse, USEi'A has expended 50 muCh t ime and effort In order to de lrneale arld 
remed'ale the ImP;OCt, to sediment ""th'n our harbor, The ('Iy has worked d,l,genlly to as"st USEPA or, 
Its ~Cl l o n ~ where It wa~ ab le, m ~ome (a~e\ allOWIng USEPA to work on ClW-owned or control led 
propeny. It has been 28 years lince that ,nit,al re'pon.e bV the U.S. Coal l Guard. and m"nv peop le 
Within the City of New Bedford wan! answers, ·When w,lI th~ work be complete?" 

Accord ing to USEPA'~ own numbers. al t~e present level of lundrng bV the federal governrne(lt, the 
remedy se le cted withi~ the 1998 Record 01 Decis,on is ant ici pated to tJ ~e another 46 years unt il 
completion. The residents of the Cit y demand and deserve an opedlted clean-up, The longer tile PCBs 
remain In the sediment" the wOrle the impact on blo-accumulatLon In the Harbor. Funhermorc , lhe 
Uppe r Harbor is an incredibly Y~luable re~ource !hat oflers tremendous potential for recreat ion, v i su~1 

opportunity, and econom,c revitali13t,on An accelerated clean-up will l e~d 10 great progress lor Ihe 
City and improve the quality of life for .1, (,Iilem". A fa~ler pa{ed clean-up must also include I nueased 
funding allocation; to get the Job done. 

Befo re I addre" the proposed CAD ce' ls. I wan: to go on record opposing shore-based CDFs. It', 
important to note that the current approved prorosed remedy rel ie, on Ihe wnstru[tion of "[onf ined 
d i'po,al faci litie, ", or CDF, CDf! are lacil,:'es th at would be constructed along the shorel ine into which 
d redged sed imen t would be depo>ited and capped The City oppo'e, the use of anv CDFs to remediale 
the PCBs in t he harbor, 

The ,dence regarding the u,e of CAD Ce~ls tor coma,ning contiiminated ~e d ' menl has been well 
dc~eloped by the U.S . Army Co rpS 01 Eng,neers. USEPA h~s collected dota to d~term i ne whether . nv 
sign ificant ",kl to the publIC or the enY'"onment mav eXl,t due to the use of CAD Cell, and has foun d 
whot the City of New Bedford hal already demonsaated When properly planned, designed and 



executt"d, CAD Ce ll • • re an economk~l ••wift. laie and effective method for disposing of contaminated 
• 	 sediment that is protect ive of human health and Ihe enVIronment The New Bedford Harbor 

Development Commi.~ion hal succe»fully u\ililed CAD Cell. for ,equestering contaminated sediment 
s ince 20051hrough nav iga tional dredgmg overseen by the Slale Enhanced Remedy. Pa,t construct ion 

water quality monitonng ha, no! deleoed a plume ou ts-de of I he CAD cel l. The same monitoring 
found no toXicity Finally, ,hort and long term compu ter modeling indicate that Ihe find ings of 
waler quality monltorong are not hkelv \0 (hanae 

That said, it II incumbent of the EPA to demonstrate how Ihe CAD option I, lafe ,lrld 10 provide 
aSs urance the CAP can effectlve lv Wlllain the matenals. The CAD alternat ive must be slich that it is a 
~rmanen1 ,olulion Ihat "nee complete there w,1I be no rei:ont~minat ion of tile HJroor Or p05e ~ nv ai' 
qua lity Issues. lhe Cily 31.0 urge, EPA 10 include a robusl plan for long term monilorons to demonstrate 
Ihe eftectivenes5 of the CAD as 10 best prot!K1 th!! communoty and Ihc watershed. 

New Bedford" fo , tunJle to h~ve an ~ct,ve and 'nformed crt'jl'nry. many of whom have bee" I nvo"'~d 

Wilt' I he New Bedford SUPI" fund "Ie for mere Ihan J dec3de Some c'l i,ens rem"in conce rned that 
Ihe propo,ed ESD will ensure t hat conlaminated sed,ment rema,n ,n the CAD (el ls. The City 
undC!5!and, these conCNM and ulses EPA 10 conduct s,gniflCant outrcach 50 rcs ident! are Informed of 
thc 51"IU, of CAD planning. deSIgn and conSlrUC1Oon and have an opportunity for mean in gful 
PMl lClpalion 

The City of New Bedford ,upporls safe and permanenl alternat ives that will al low uS to move Ih ,s 
cleanup forwa rd as fasl as poss,ble, and tllerefo.e the (,ty supports Ille Lowe' Harbor CAO Cell ESO wllh 
Itte ~ i)Qve addrel5ed condiI IO,.., and c~ve~I>_ 

S"'ce re ly . .-::~/~/~;;~.?--_____~ 


/ 




Comments from Mayor Scott W . Lang of New Bedford 
t 

'  ̂  '^ Catherine Rollins o NBH Comments 09/10/2010 05:36 PM 

«Comments from Mayor Scott Lang of New Bedford.pdf» 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Rollins 

Policy & Intergovernmental Relations 

Office of the Mayor, City of New Bedford 

Office: (508) 979-1410 

Cell: (508) 844-7773 
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