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Dear Ms. Carman:

The Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management (MCZM) office is pleased
that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) is preparing
a supplemental proposed remedial action plan for the outer harbor
and offers these comments for the Administrative Record. MCZM
would like to see additional areas be included, e.g., Clark's Cove,
portions of Apponagansett Bay, Mishaum Point and West Island as
part of that effort. The lack of data which has undergone quality
assurance review suggests that additional studies should be
conducted prior to making decisions regarding remedial actions.
MCZM also supports additional clean-up efforts in the Inner Harbor
that is consistent with Harbor Plans being developed by the City of
New Bedford. We will be submitting more formal comments during the
public comment period.

At meetings held over the past few months, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) agreed to develop a document in
support of remediation activities in the outer harbor based on the
data that is deemed acceptable after quality assurance review.
MCZM has reviewed the materials that NOAA has prepared to support
remediation activities in the outer harbor. Given the limited data
set, the document entitled, Evaluation of Effectiveness: NOAA
Relative Exposure Model reflects the Commonwealth's views that
cleaning up the outer harbor to levels lower than 50 parts per
million (ppm) may accelerate the recovery of this area.

MCZM requests that additional sediment analyses be conducted in the
outer harbor region to clearly identify the extent of contamination
and provide a realistic estimate to the level of remediation needed
and to volumes of sediments that are contaminated. The MCZM is
concerned that erroneous estimates of the quantity or areal extent
of clean-up may result in high cost to benefit ratios that are not
reflective of the current distribution and potential benefits



gained.
 

MCZM continues to support clean-up levels that will result in
 
additional benefits to the ecosystem throughout the area
 
contaminated by polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). We will formally
 
comment on this once the supplemental proposed remedial action plan
 
is released.
 

MCZM would also like to note at this time that it will be
 
imperative for the USEPA to comprehensively monitor living
 
resources prior to remediation in order to evaluate the
 
effectiveness of the clean-up efforts.
 

Once the supplemental proposed remedial action plan is released,
 
MCZM will be submitting formal comments.
 

Singerely yours,
 

ienoit, Director
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JP:jp
 

cc:	 Susan F. Tierney, Secretary EOEA
 
Tom Bigford, NOAArNMFS
 
Andy Raddant, USFWS
 
Judith Pederson, MCZM
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