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Mr. Lee Thomas

pssistant Administrator

Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
U.S. Environmental Protection ageucy

401 M Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Mr. Thomas:

1 am forwarding for your review a proposal for a Creatcr KRew Bedford
(Msssachusetts) Polychlorinated Biphenyl Heslth Survey to be fumaec by
the Comprehensive bavironmental Response, Compensatioun aud Liavility Act
of 1986 (Superfund). This proposal wss developec by the Division of
Environmental Hcalth Assessmeat, Massacnusctts Department of Public
Health., Staff scientists in tne Centers for Dbiscase Coantrol (CC),
Center for Environmeatal Health have reviewec the proposai and discussed
i¢ in detail with officials from the Commonwecaltu Oof Massachusetts. Io
the opinion of the CLC reviewers, it is of sounc sclentific merit and
should be carriea out,

Iuterest at CDC 1s suca that they propose t¢ eater into & (ooperative
Agreement with Massachusetts to conduct the proposced study jointly. In
our opinion, this i3 an appropriate funding mecharnism since there are
clearly poluts oi tne study best perforwed Ly eacn of the respective
groups.

Yassachugetts nasn estimoted the cesis for their work uudar (he proposail
at about $1.0 miilion. Funding would be in cvwo pheses: $7G0,000 auc
$300,000 respectively; with the second phese contingent ou positive
finainge in pliagse one. CDC costs weould be cuaviderably lezs, mad are
¢3vimated to be in tue rauge of $75,000 - §100,v00 for both phases.
hctual coste of the proposal are, uf course, subject to change as the
{coperative Agreewent must be pegotiuted walh the Commcawealth. It is
wost likely tiret the actual costs would be 10-:i0 perconit Llesé than Lhe
budget estimates. -
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We are requestiug a tentative decision by your oltice on your willinguess
to support this study. If you agree iu principal that 1t should be
coaducted and cun be funded by Superiund, we will asa CDC to aegotiate &
CoopiratiVe Agrecacut and submit the uvetailed budget request lor Lhe
studf to you for final review aau approval.

1f you or your staff nave quéstiocus abeut tuis proposal, piesse call
Danigl C. Vanderifcer, Executive Oflicer, Agency for Toxic Subuitances and
Disease Registry at FIS 236-4113.

Thaunk you for your assiatance,

. blicerely yours,
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. Vernon N. Houk, M.D,

Assistant Aduinistrater
Enclosure
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