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]otolongo 
"P- Hog ion 1 

JPZ Pe d e ra 1 Pu i 

D°ar Ce 

Th^nk you for th~ effor ts you are making to k^ep int a_ '°3t groups and 
th° communi ty inf"^"1^ on th ^ progress of cl^an-up pl~m for tr > 
I*ev Bedford PC Rites . Q opor^o i" 3 ^ 0 ?11 th" t r o u A : MM are  t a k ing, 

I an writing to express some concerns a o o u t ^PA-'JUS's 1< 
of al ternative r ^ m ^ d i a l ac t ions to cle^n up th° ''hot- ~ )ts" in 
•*• Vi _i / (~* vj c* ^V] O"*~ "3 ^ TT -i -p ^ ^ o o  p r» ~) vi ^ £5 T* VI <""* P) "V ̂  O P S ^  l O"H ~f~ "S "~" '' ~'^*'~^"f>"t-""riT*' ' : 'f*"fc" 

you c i rcula ted to us, and th > i n f o r m a t i o n y^u pree> nt 5 1 to th? 
c i t i? ; -n ' r group m e e t i n g ^n Jim - ?6 in ,"evr . ' ^d fc rd . 

If I unde r s tood you ccrr;ctl,>, "PA- JJ " will p rooaol^ n ' - r row th fi ^ld 
of al ternat ives n ^ n t i o n o d in th'1 "dr? f t -draft" to fou : no-action, 
hydraul ic c ntrols, dredging of contaminated material for "co i t a inm^n t" 
at a n-ar-shor-3 sit°; an 1 i r ndging of con tamina ted ma- 1 rial for 
"containment" at an upland s i t ^ t^ 5° designated oy ti ^ stat°. 

^ t h _ r a.lternatives which w^r"" descr ibed in t^e pr^lir nary d r^ f t w i l l 
probably be dropped. V&riouc ' ' i ^ tho is of incineration nd chemiC'"1! 

ndest ruct ion will n  longer ^  ° cons ide r ed oecause o fco ' t factors , t lm^ 
factors , ^r " inf3aeibi l i ty." 

• /- i le ths elimination of
Q

 thos° al ternatives may in th - > n d :e jus t i ­
f ied , 1 would like to urg  -]?/•- T3 not to dr^p t h ^ m w^out e'-rhaustiire_ 

^nvir^n"1 ^nt and ^ho p r - ^ p o s j d "containment" a l ternat iv 3 may simply 
0  nr^pres^nt ^ ros t 'non^mont of th° pr^hl°m, on  that st^"1*  off t^a im^edi -

ate threat of migration of PGJs downstream (good! ) , but leaves a moru-
^-^nt to the potential for fu tu re escape of toxic material. It is 
d i f f i c u l t to imagine what kinds cf liners or containers will dependaoly 
withstand hundreds of year^ of : iasrachu°et ts ' climate without permitting 
leaching of contaminants i^to th^ °nvironment. Is JPA assuming that 
a s i t ^ with permanent integrity can ^" found 9 Are you assuming, instead, 
th" t ° future generation will e ^ m o  rp v i th th^ technology and d<~>n~r s 
to ^Qal with this contami.i t^d m a t e r i a l T-^--. Affec t ive ly? 

A c"|oser look at incineration and cheTical destruction alternatives may 
wel l o^ jus t i f ied bacaus° they may "l imin- ' te the dangers to futur^ 
generations, not simply hand th~ pro olom -iv°r to someone else. In ^^ 
lao- f - four \rpci>->'^ T Viairo "̂  ̂  nvi • i v>T7^ lTT-^ ' -

-
l i^ l^/-^ -*-V "h"h p r^ loam-T^nl pyirl V*P H "̂  r^ —. 1_ L ^ > . '  L J_ —• T - / ^  * ^-* • i - J * J - i - ' - J * —  ' J  *.^ j -. ui i J_ Cjt.li î j. _ c vJ. _ ^ 

i> r rrcti^0 ast d i sposa l i s s u c c . it r^ s i o a c + •=17"> wsto, - e ' ppear to 
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9 — ri-rra Clu"b en .lew ^dford ^l-^an 

have r>c ch^ic0 out to f i n  } th ^ ^curest f^T of eont^ " ' 'Tent and Lop 
t V  n rad i oactivitv decay? to }rjrrnljss 1'velr "IP -fir0 PVI "latcrial i p ^ 
out . ith mucA cb^micp] w ^ s t ^ , ^ov/^vor, w 3^ m to "b 'r •• an 

y 13 avnil"^l° tn ie^t^oy or r 
ti a chomici l t^v i i i ty . Let ' s ^ot i i ^ c ^ r l thj 

unless we d' i e:olntply  ^ n v3 to ' 

It is not clear to me how cost? vhi^Vi fu tur 0 gpn^ra t i n ^ w i l l h a v 5 to 
= peni on ronpiiol action^ are f i ^u r 2 i into ^"P-^ ' p "^un '-^al^cing" 
syst°m, out this i° on i fnpor ta i t f ac to r that m u s i not ^ ^vo r l ^oked , 
a w^ll ac t^ o mannoth regulatory jurd^ns onl r°sn^ns ; i l i t ipc w h i c n 
v/e seen to ^ leaving ev^rv ti"1^ 'va a l l o r f tn° s i t ing ." a "s°cur-
l andf j l l . " I horse t^o°Q "factors v5!! he s^ricu^ly co ^n-'ipre'i in 
~ T Y - \ T : J ' 0 r-l^an-u^ alt^^n'5 t iv^r ^^ r t1"1"- ^cuslin t "jve-"1. 

I an alco ^nclosinf; a copy of a ]^tt-3r to .11] '"PTF o <inothc ir aspect 
of this issue which wp d i scursed on th° ?6th. 

2h^rks a ^ a ^ n •for your °f forts. 

Sincerely, 

"ew "n^l~ad ^ierro nlu , 

cc: v:°ha = l "inland, ^^rio^al dministrator 
'r- 'l 'ooll-y, ^ T e^ / "n^lanl "ierra niub Hazardous 
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Mr. William Cass, Director

Division of Hazardous Waste

1 Winter Street

Boston MA. . , ~ . - :—


Dear Mr. Cass:


The New England Sierra Club has been following the issue of the

clean-up of the New Bedford Superfund sites with intense interest

for several years. On June 26, I attended a meeting in New Bedford

at which Gerry Sotolongo of EPA presented an update to citizens

on the development of alternative remedial action plans for the

"hot spots" in the Acushnet River,


Two of the potential alternatives, as you are probably aware, involve

dredging of the contaminated material from the river for "containment,"

either at a near-shore site or at an upland site "somewhere in Massa­

chusetts." I asked Gerry at that point whether the designation

of either site would have to go through the established Massachusetts

process for siting hazardous waste facilities and whether the site

would have to meet the criteria in Phase II »f the Massachusetts

regulations. Gerry responded that this question had been posed to

DEQE, but that at that time, no response had been received.


We would like to know what DEQS's response is. The answer to this

question will obviously be a major factor in the ongoing discussion

of SPA's proposals for" clean-up alternatives which will probably be

taking place in August and early fall.


Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.


Very sincerely,


Prise ilia Chapman

Executive Director, New England Sierra Club


cc: Tony Cortese, DEQE Commissioner

Michael Deland, Regional Administrator, EPA

Gerry Sotolongo, EPA

Gil Woolley, New England Sierra Club Hazardous Waste Chair
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