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Dear CGerry:

Thank you Tfor the 2fforts you are makirng to keep interast grouns and
ths community informed on the progress of cl2an-up pl-ns for the

Zew _edford 200 sites, e appreciate all thz trounlse ou are taring,

I an writing to expresg soma concerns a2ocut IPA-NUS's developmant
of alternative rem2dial actions to clean up the "hot-srHts" in

ths fcuchnet River, {iese concerns are sasel on the "iraft-draft®
you circulzated to us, and th= information you presented to the
citizen's group meeting on Junz 26 in few IZedfor

-4

If T understood you ccrrsctly, =PA-US will prevedbly narrow the fi=2ld
of alternatives mentionzd in the "draft-draft" to fouwr: no-action,
hydrauvlic controls, dredging of contaminated mauwrlal for “containmant®
at a n2ar-shorzs site; and dredging of contaminated mat-rial for

"contzinment" at an upland site to ove designated by the state,

Cthzr alternmatives which were descrived in the pre M‘WQ?J draft will
probably be dropped., Variocus methods of inoinera+1 znd chemical
destruction will no longer be coasiderad tecaussa of o** factors, time

facters, or "infaasibility."

Wiile the =21limination o
fisd, I would 1ikes to u

of thoso alternativz:s may in tho ond 2e justi-
“PA-TUS not to Arov them without exhaustive
erned that PCos ars persistont in the

r
consideration., We are cone
environment and ;posed "containment" altsrnatives may simply

rapresant a poestoonam2 of thz2 problem, one that sta~=n off the inmedi-
ate threat of migration of PC3s downstream (good!), but leaves & monu-
m2nt to the potential for futurs escave of toxic material, It is
1ifficult to imagine what kinds of liners cr containers will dependabdly
withstand hundreds of years of !lassachusetts' climate without permitting
l2aching of contaminants into the environment, Is ZPA assuming that

a site with pzrmanent integrity can te found? Are you assuming, instezd,
thet 2 future generation will some up with th2 technology and dollore

to deal with this contaminated material more 2ffectively?

ct !

t clnser look at incineration and chamical destruction alternatives may
well b2 Justifisd because they may e2liminate the dangers to futurs
generationg, not simply hend the pronlem aver to somecne else, In the
lzst few years, I have heen irvelvod in both the chemieal and redic-
cetive waste disposal issussz, Wit radicactive waste, we 2ppear to
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have no choice hut to find the securest form ¢f containment and hops

the radioactivity decays to harmlsss levels hefore an nmaterial lezks
out, With much chemical west2, however, w» se=2m to heawe an advantsge
hecause technolocy 1is available to destroy or at l=ast substantially

decreass the chemical toxicity, Leti's not discerd this :dvantage

unless we absolutel; have to!

sts which future gensrati . ms will have to

igur2d into PA's "funid-halancing"
factor that must not »2 overlooked,

v burdens and responsirilities which
we allow the siting .7 a "securs
will be seriously conesidered in

for the Acushnet 2ive-r,

y

system, dut this is an 1
a: well ags the mammoth re
we se=m to be l=avi
landfill," I howv:
SPANTUS'a cle:

Q

am also 2nclesing a copny of a letter fo 211l Tass on another aspect
f this issus which we discuazsed on the 26th,

Thanks again for vour efforts.

L%

Priscilla Chapman
“xecutive Director, Jew ‘molsnd Sierra Club

cc: Micha=l Neland, RPegional ‘dministrator
5i1 Woolley, Yew warland Sierra Club Iazardous oate Chair
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Mr, William Cass, Director
Division of Hazardous Waste
g 1 Winter Street ‘ o o
L Boston MA o e e e SRR

Dear Mr, Cass:

The New England Sierra Clud has been following the issue of the
clean-up of the New Bedford Superfund sites with intense interest
for several years, On June 26, I attended a meeting in New Bedford
at which Gerry Sotolongo of LPA presented an update to citizens

on the development of alternative remedial action plans for the

"hot spots"™ in the Acushnet River,

Two of the potential alternatives, as you are probably aware, involve
dredging of the contaminated material from the river for "containment,"
either at a near-shore site or at an upland site "somewhere in Massa-
chusetts,"” I asked Gerry at that point whether the designation

of either site would have to go through the established Massachusetts
process for siting hazardous waste facilities and whether the site
would have to meet the criteria in Phase II #f the Massachusetts
regulations, Gerry responded that this question had been posed to
DEQE, but that at that time, no response had been received,

We would like to know what DEQE'S response is, The answer to this

question will obviously be a major factor in the ongoing discussion
of EPA's proposals for clean-up alternatives which will probably be
taking place in August and early fall.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter,
Very sincerely,
Pt Choperian
Priscilla Chapman
Executive Director, New England Sierra Club
ce: Tbny Cortese, DEQE Commissioner
Michael Deland, Rggional Administrator, EPA

Gerry Sotolongo, EPA ' .
Gil woolley, New England Sierra Club Hazardous Waste Chair
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