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The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has made a preliminary
selection of a cleanup plan, known as a preferred aiternative, to address sediment contamination
in the Acushnet River Estuary, New Bedford Lower Harbor and Upper Buzzards Bay at the New
Bedford Harbor Superfund Site, New Bedford, MA (see Exhibit 1). This summarizes EPA’s
preliminary selection of a preferred remedial alternative which is documented in full in the
recently published Proposed Plan.

In 1990, EPA selected a plan to address polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination of
sediments in an area of the Estuary known as the Hot Spot. The current preferred alternative
addresses the contamination in the Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay not associated with the Hot
Spot sediments. EPA has published the Proposed Plan, and this summary sheet, to provide an
opportunity for public review and comment on the remedial altematives being considered for the
Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay and especially on the preferred remedial alternative. The
selection of this preferred alternative is not a final decision. EPA will consider public comments
as part of the decision-making process in selecting a final cleanup remedy for the Site.

EPA is currently conducting a Supplemental Feasibility Study on areas of concemn in the
Buzzards Bay ("Bay") portion of the Site, south of the Hurricane Barrier (see Exhibit 1). Although
some remedial measures for the Bay are addressed in the current Proposed Plan, EPA is
considering additional remedial action in the Bay area which could allow for an earlier reopening
of fishing grounds in the Bay to commerdial harvesting. After the analysis is completed, EPA will
issue an addendum to the current Proposed Plan which will detail any additional proposed
remedial action for the Bay. Public comments on the proposed additional remedial action for the
Bay will be sought by EPA at the time the addendum is published. EPA plans to publish this
addendum in April 1992.

EPA’s PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

In the preferred alternative, EPA has established a target cleanup level of 50 parts per
million (ppm) PCB contamination in harbor sediments. As such, EPA is proposing to remove
sediments in the Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay contaminated with greater than 50 parts per
million (ppm) PCBs which would result in residual levels less than 50 ppm. The contaminated
sediments would be removed using a specialized dredge which would prevent, as much as
possible, the spread of the contaminants throughout the water column. The dredged sediment
would then be disposed of in three confined disposal facilities (CDFs) that would be constructed
along the western and eastern shores of the Estuary north of the < oggeshall Street Bridge (see
Exhibit 2). Approximately 150 acres of the Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay contain sediment with
PCBs greater than 50 ppm. EPA estimates that a total of approximately 300,000 cubic yards of
sediment will be removed from these areas of the harbor. The EI’A is not proposing any
additional treatment of the contaminated sediments prior to their disposal in the CDFs.
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Removal of sediments contaminated with greater than 50 ppm PCBs will significantly and
permanently reduce the levels of contaminants in the harbor. Disposal of the sediments in the
diked and covered CDFs will reduce the potential for migration of PCB contaminants and isolate
the contaminants from the public and the environment. The preferred alternative also provides for
long term monitoring of the Site and the CDFs. EPA estimates the cost of the remedial action will
be approximately $33 million, which does not include the additional remedial work now being
considered for the Bay portion of the Site. The cleanup will be funded with federal Superfund
cleanup money.

The Proposed Plan explains the opportunities for public comment on the remedial
alternatives which were considered for the Site, includes a brief history of the Site and the findings
of EPA’s investigations, details the preferred alternative and other remedial alternatives evaluated
by the EPA, and outlines the criteria used by the EPA to select the preferred alternative. This
summary provides only a brief overview of the Proposed Plan. For greater detail, the public is
encouraged to consult the Proposed Plan itself, which has been included in the Administrative
Record, and which contains information used by EPA to select the preferred cleanup remedy for
the Site. The Administrative Record can be found at the Information Repository located at the
New Bedford Free Library, 61 Pleasant Street, New Bedford, MA and at EPA Region I, 90 Canal
Street, Boston, MA.

EPA will present their findings and conclusions at a public information meeting at the
Day’s Inn in New Bedford on January 30, 1992 at 7:30 p.m. Copies of the Proposed Plan will be
available at the public information meeting January 30, 1992. This meeting will begin a ?60-day?
comment period during which the public may comment on EPA’s Proposed Plan for remediation.
In addition, EPA will hold an informal public hearing on March 5, 1992 at the same location and
time, to accept public comments, both oral and written, in person, after community members have
had time to review the Proposed Plan in detail. A Portuguese translator will be available at both
the public meeting and public hearing. Additional written comments may be submitted to EPA
by mail postmarked no later than May 31, 1992, the last date of the comment period. Written
comments should be addressed to:

Gayle Garman, Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1
Waste Management Division (HRM-CAN3)
JFK Federal Building
Boston, MA 02203
(617) 223-5522
or
James Sebastian, Community Relations Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Public Affairs Office (RPA-74)
JFK Federal Building
Boston, MA 02203
(617) 565-3423

For additional Site information, members of the community may contact Gayle Garman or
James Sebastian at the EPA in Boston at their telephone numbers listed above.

EPA will hold another informational public meeting to present the evaluation of additional
remedial alternatives for Upper Buzzards Bay. An informational meeting on this section of the
planned remedial action will also be held. The dates for these meetings have not yet been
scheduled. EPA will review comments received from the public as part of the process of reaching
a final decision on the most appropriate remedial alternative, or combination of alternatives, to
address the contamination of the Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay. EPA’s responses to public
comments will be summarized in a document known as a Responsiveness Summary. EPA’s final
selection of a remedy will be issued in a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Site. The
Responsiveness Summary for the Estuary and Lower Harbor/Bay will be issued in conjunction
with the ROD.

The ROD will also include the final cleanup plan for the additional remedial work now
being considered for the Bay portion of the harbor. EPA’s responses to public comment on the
Proposed Plan Addendum for the additional Bay activities will also be attached to the ROD. Once
the ROD is signed it will become a part of the Administrative Record and work on the Remedial
Design stage of the cleanup will begin.
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