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SDMS DocID 000200880

Mr. John DeVillars

Regional Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region I

JFK Building

Boston, Massachusetts 02203

Dear Mr. DeVillars:

I am forwarding to you a copy of a letter from a constituent
in New Bedford regarding her concern about the disposal of PCB
laden materials from the New Bedford Harbor Superfund site.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter and sending
a copy of your findings to Jennifer Miller in my Boston office.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

John F. Kerry;
United Stated Senator
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RECEIVED FEB 2 1 18

492 North Front Street ' ()’ A"
‘New Bedford, Massachusetts 02746 ’
08 February 1996

Senator John F. Kerry :
- 421 Russell Senate Office Burldmg
‘»*Washmgton ‘D.C. 20510 ‘

Dear Senator Kerry L R

I am deeply dlsturbed about the EPA’s umnformed and 1ll—advrsed dec1sron to dump PCBs in: heav1ly

o populated Ward 2 in New Bedford’s North End. “Further, I am inténsely concerned about the fate of city. .

- residents who evrdently don t have the ethnic background or per caprta mcome requrred to .be-‘cmzens ‘Wrth the .
,nght to life, lrberty and the pursurt ofhappmess BR S - TR

The hasty decrsron to bury PCBs is as ludicrous as the prev1ous notion to burn, them Would you €lean
you.r house by stuffing all the trash under the rug? Of course not. Then why ‘clean” a rives: by ourymg all the -
~ toxinsin our - neighborhood?. We need only to look at Sullivan’s Ledge on Hathaway Road.to see that burymg
“. . toxins is a temporary and hazardous patch on an infected wouind that surely will reopen, fester, pollute and kill.

‘Contrary to the EPA’s unfounded belief that this area is uninhabited, thousands of residents strround this
- lagoon. Conceivably, a student at recess at the Ottiwell Elementary. School could hit a baseball into this dump
srte The majority of these people are ‘of Portuguese descent. ‘Many are the elderly who have lived and worked
in the factories that have since closed. Adrruttedly, this. section of Ward 2 is also home fo many. poor people.
Because these people don’t speak ‘the- ‘same language or make as much money as the policy makers{(a:k.a. Public
" "Servants), their quality of life is.not a concern. The EPA’s actions once again demonstrate their wrllmgness to
- use soc1al ethmc and economic drscnmmatlon asa viable publlc pollcy The EPA w1ll tum Coﬂln Avenue intoa -

coﬂ'm Lo

, Surely, if the pollutants were in a more aﬁluent crty, the EPA would consrder safer more cost effectrve '
solutlons Turmng Ward 2's main real estate asset a waterfront into an open p1t of tox1c waste lS not a safe, =
effectrve 1nte111gent or Just de01510n e ce e ' = -

Pohcy makers are currently seekmo federal assrstance to grant the New Bedford waterfront Nat1onal Park .
- status. - Does this status stop before the Ward 2 waterfront? ‘Why aren’ll Ward 2 residents included in. thlS
‘revitalization: plan'7 ourely, a Safe cléan, revenue- generatmg ‘park would 1mpr ove the qualrty of life’ for Wara 2
. residents and further umfy the c1ty Why does the EPA want to ﬁll in the lagoon and turn it mto a. toxrc NN
o wasteland? C e e . [ . S S . . . S v

Please take a long, hard look at your demsron makmg One stroke of your pen could revrtahze Ward 2 orﬁ

P tum 1t into an EPA embarrassment a tomc eye- sore and testament to mult1 cultural mtolerance and. the

e un-Amerrcan treatment of the poor s

. s s.'ﬁ".. ~
eyl

- Please consrder a safe solutlon to thls crty-wrde problem

e Sr Cerely, _ u &
RS : L M niqug M Frechette e
' Concerned Resrdent Ward2 o S
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