
SITE UPDATE 

w.R. Grace 
THE SUPERFUND PltOG ltAH f)ratKtt humon IM!alth 
ond the en.tronment by IIIVI!:mtatlnt ond cli!anlng Ufl o[UtHibandon<!d 
IH:aordoll$ WGS'le ws and l!llgafing commun/ti&$ mrought:l<lt tile flnx:e". 
Many of t/!6se sit6S (/~ c~mplex ond nM<I l011g-tetm deanUf) actions. 
Those respOIItlble (or contcmln~n 1.1re held 1/ob/e (or dMnUfl (QftS, 

EPA Jtlfves to rewrn previously CDII!dmlnoted fond ond groundlwter 
to produe!Jvt: uJe. 

SITE D ESCR.I PTION: 
TheW. P.. <ln.ce (Adxln Plant) S.perli.l\d $lie Is 1o<mt<1 rn w tcwns of AaJ:Jn end Concord. Husadtu.!tUS end has 
been u$ed for lnd\Wial pll"ppO''$ lllnce 11te 1800's. TheW. P.. Graoo p~ Is <Omprtsed of appro>dmmly 260 
aaes of lend in bo1i1 -.... •nd incbles ......,..r llllrlilte Wlll.er bodies and wd!ands. Gna: acqlired the pn>perty in 
1954 and pnxlua:d mmn.ls......! ~malo:-~ odditM:s, e<p11it dtllrTlil:llls, amtaintr oe.alirc """'po\.1\do, lrt<x 

producto, &lid poper w plastic. brttety .sepua~~>n. In 1982, all production of organic dtemicolo ceued rt the Gna: 
(A<:ton Plant) lildllly. The slllo was listed on 11te Nallonal Pr!or111M Ust (NPL) In 1!'83. 

IS THE DRINKING WATER SAFE! 
Yes. The Aclllll WaW Olttrlct (AWD) CllllUnuti> to 
dosely monitar, sample end tmlt 11te wwn'• drirlmg 
we~ to t!IW~ lftat ufe drinking _. sundards ~ 
mU.Illi,....j, end to ensun: tNt dean cft!O!g _. 
COMlnues to be pr<M<Ied to ell re6ldems. The AWD w11 
a>nlin~~e 11> p,....;de ...., si;ht at lite si1z: until sofe end 

<ll'l'fOPrllllo <lea""""""* 11n1 ~. 

WHERE WE ARE NOW1 
There are foor main .- at whldl lite - deanup 
&Ciivitieo rt 1he G,_ & _.. perfctmeci 1he Nortt. 
ea1t Mia. lito L.andfl Mia, Sinking Pend and 1he NOI1h 
1..9p1t1 WeUarlcb. See ~ 1. Conlllrt'llnote<l pl.f\c!W&­
ter mntinues m be -ed and 1n>&t!!d from bo1i1 lite 
Undfll~endw Nri-"-ofthe$11Je. CMwn~ 
nated oedimenll fnom bo1111he NOI1h LJcaon Wdland 
and Slnb\8 Pmd 1Mt posed 1.11~e risks ~ 
-and properfydispooed v( rt 1111 ~ affsi1e 
disposal fadlo/. The b<llow S«tton p!'0\4cl«s a NM!aty of 
1he «>nm!dlon end clearA4> ~- ......... ,_.,Itt 
been mmpleted. The e.,...;-~ Prcnection Afl.et>c'l 
(EPA). 1he Musact.usoeus D.!prtment of EiMIU'IIIIenllll 
Piolzc!Do(M...oB'),Ifte-.. cl Al:loo\ lheAWO,and 
lite Ml>n auz-for EtMronm~llll SGfe1y (ACES) Yot 
amthleto pr<l"ide ~ rt 1he &. 

&U At~=l-lon 

NORTHEAST AlEA1 
CGnrtruclion of ti>e Norti>eari:Jv... ~ bt1111o"'it II)'SI1!m., _,)lne:JJX'h andW¥~nMarcto 2010. 
Th~ ;yswn - c( 1) .. - well. tom ,..,lcll 
~20galonspermftlle{GPM)cl-i~ 
~ft~iunl11 ~be!ewlftep.r>d 

......, (!bp); a - S)'lll:rn tMt "'""""" Vaklie 
Orsank~~)tun1he~and1.WO 
ir;.ction""'*- in ,..,icll t1>e ~~is N>iFit:d 
b.>ck~1he&q.at70. Thl$$)'1tanbegan~ 
on~~ S, 2()10. One ol)fecll;t vfUii U<ZU•oer« ~Is "II> 
pmtl!d 1he ,.,,;opat- "'-""'>' by ...uing lite ....... c( 

C<llilllli.doli hlhe m<:llt O:>hctiobGII:d f"l"' of 1fle plrne. 
It """' ""'"ned tMt litis b e:otmtnt syrll:m """'-'~ open~~~> 
.... ~Wee )'1!>111$, I¢ 1he and of 11115 111~ 
period, 111.....w.tiao.,. be Cllndutled ~ clelonnine if 1"""1'" 
lngc:an be~ This MIUIU<>n¥.il hoblolfteli:llow-
1~~ 1) 1"4l'J!n.o.nlfteAWO ~~ 011\d '*'­
~ 2.) ~~at <ad~ c(tlte1Me 

s.t.ool ~ Wflls and ~1hey ft ~Gild ft 
~ 1D anr...1D meet,MCl.t; and l) lfteel'fUo1j..,_ 

of 1he e<llecllol• and hl!meut $)'IUrll. As of ••ibo!l 
20'12, 1he Norti>eart Ar<ll beabi,.ll3)"12m had p<n~pod 
,_. 25.2 mhl gallons c( <OnUml1'1111!d g<>111<1wmr and 
had ~ ~Willlly U.5 ~nds"" 1.3 l!'ilonli at 
1111111 VCX:S. liguno 1 d'!'ictJ 1lie loarticn of 1he Nortl>east 
~ bllillli'"IU)'lll!ll'llltlfte~ c4nt/nued > 

e Pf(lllhld on lC<JIWJ ~ lXII*'· 'fifth o I'IIIHr!ll'ftoftiO'WJ pallccrrmw......._ .... Aiplfui:L h~a•tftlb. 

KEY CONTAC:TS1 

DEU.ICK GOLDEN 
EPA New England 
Prc}f<;t Monogor 
(617) 918-H<IS 

&olden.derridt<irlepa.,ov 

I!NNIP!a NCW!!N!Y 

MauDef' f'tc~r Mofi(Jger 
(617) 65~560 
jennif<r.Mtwem~ma.uo 

GEN EltAL INFO a 

!I'A N!W !NCLAND 

S Post Office Square 
Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109·3912 
(617) 918-1111 

www.epo.govfre;ian 1/ 

TOLL.fltll 
CUSTOM Ia UIVIC:I 

1~88-EPA-7341 

LSARN NOR& ATa 
www.epo.gov/re;ian1f 
superfundfsites/v&ceoclon 
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before remediation
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SUPERFUND I HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM AT EPA NEW ENGLAND SITE UPDATE 

W.R. GRACE (ACTON PLANT) SITE HISTORY 

19-45-1954: Dewey & Almy Chemical Company manufactures various products at the Acton site at various times including latex, 
resins, plasticizers, and paper battery separators 

195-4-1991: W. R. Grace acquires Dewey & Almy and continues various chemical manufacturing processes at the Acton site 

1978: Organic contaminants (vinylidene chloride, vinyl chloride, ethylbenzene, and benzene) detected in municipal wells 
(Assabet #1 and #2) 

1980: W. R. Grace and EPA enter into a Consent Decree to cleanup waste disposal areas and restore groundwater to a 
fully useable condition 

1983: Site added to the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL) 

198-4: As part of an agreement between the AWD and W.R. Grace, a treatment system to remove VOC's was added to 
the public water supply system. 

1985: As required by the Consent Decree, an Aquifer Restoration System (ARS) is constructed and begins cleaning up 
contaminated groundwater 

1989: EPA signs first Record of Decision for the site; this Record of Decision included a frame work to address all areas of the s 
site by dividing the site into three Operable Units: Operable Unit 1 soil contamination; Operable Unit 2 residual soil 
contamination: and Operable Unit 3 groundwater contamination focusing on an evaluation of the existing ARS; this first 
Record of Decision also included a cleanup plan to address soil and residual soil contamination at the site (Operable 
Units 1 and 2) 

1994: Soil cleanup begins 

1997: Soil cleanup completed 

1998: Remedial Investigation/Feasibility study (RifFS), ecological and human health risk assessments initiated for 
Operable Unit 3 

1999: EPA prepares first 5-year clean up review; finds past clean up is protective 

2004: EPA prepares second 5-year clean up review; finds past clean up is protective 

2005: RifFS and human health and ecological risk assessment reports released, EPA issues a Record of Decision and 
proposes the cleanup plans for Operable Unit 3 

2005-2010: Numerous studies and engineering designs were conducted under the review and oversight of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Town of Acton, the 
Acton Water District, the Acton Citizens for Environmental Safety and AECOM. 

2011-2012: Construction and operation of the Northeast and Landfill Area treatment systems and the removal and offsite 
disposal of sediment from Sinking Pond and the North Lagoon Wetland. 

2012-present: Continued groundwater pumping and treatment 
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