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Honorable John H. Chafee

United States Senator

10 Dorrance Street, #221 -
Providence, Rhode Island 02903-2018

Dear Senator Chatee:

1 am writing regarding the Allendale Dam Repair Project in North Providence, Rhode
Island. On June 12, 1998, Mr. Bocchino of my staff met with Ms. Janet Coit of your staff and
local officials. A great deal of concern was registered regarding the scope of the Federal project.
This letter is to provide a status report and apprise you of our plans.

The Dam was naturally breached in 1991 when its wooden crib failed. The Town of
North Providence hired a consultant who prepared plans to repair the breach and estimated the
construction cost at $90,000. This project scope and its estimate was the basis for the : roject’s
first authorization at $90,000 in the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1594
directing the “reconstruction” of the Dam. Upon initiation of Corps efforts, it became clear that
the $90,000 estimate was low and that construction at that estimate was not possible. 1n
coordination with our Headquarters and your staff, we prepared revised draft plans and
specifications to repair the breach within available funds and provided them in 1995 to the Town
for its use, with the recognition that NEPA and other appropriate reg ilatory ~equirements would
need to be satisfied before beginning repair.

The project was later re-authorized at $350,000 in WRDA 96 based )n an estimate we
provided at your request. The updated estimate reflected the effort necessa:y to repanr the
breach. Our Environmental Assessment, in accordance with NEPA, found "0 significant impact
from repair activity. Several important matters were resolved at this time including:
compensatory storage for that storage lost by replacement of the wooden crib, architectural
treatments to address historic preservation concerns, and agreement to postpone sampling of
sediments behind the Dam until construction.

There may be a need for non-Federal attcntion to elements of the Allendale Dam not
within the scope, or funds available, of the Fede. 'l Project. These include maintepance of the
earth emb: nkment and the gated sluiceway. Th: non-Federal owners of the Dam will be made
aware of 2 | their future maintenance responsibilities. '
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We were prepared to proc s a Decision Document (Letter Report) for approval to act us
the basis for a Project Cooperatior Agreement (PCA) between the Corps and the non-Federal
sponsor when we were alerted by APA to possible contamination of sediments behind the Dau.
The Rhode Island DEM has requ: sted we postpone approval of the project until they conduct a
Risk Assessment and :ake recor: mendations accordingly. Any required cleanup . f
contamination by h:z rdous matc. ials would be the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor in
accorda~ce with standard provisic:.s or the PCA.

Upon receipt of RI DEM’s . ecornmendations, we will coordinate with your staff as to our
course of action. If cleanup of cor amination is required, an estimate of this cost for non-Federal
financing purposes will be preparcd. Should you have any questions please call me at
(978) 318-8220 or the Project Mavrager, Mr. Joseph A. Bocchino at (978) 318-8620.

Sincerely,

Lo\ R
Michael W. Pratt

Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer

Copy Furnished:

Honorable John H. Ch fee
United States Senate
Washington, DC 2051 }-3902

Honorable A. Ralph Mollis

Mayor of North Providence

2000 Smith Strect

North Providence, Rhode Island 02911

Mr. Leo J. Perrotta

Director, Planning and Development
2000 Smith Street :
North Providence, Rh¢. = Island 02911

Allendale Dam Repara - Commitice
c/o Mr. Stephen Patacsi

One Turks Head Place

Suite 600

Providence, Rhode Island 02903
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CT. 12 996

1 execute a release " the Fai nount Dam and the Columbia B ‘ge generally within
?;ii%ala _inst the United > the limiis of the channel alignments r.eferr tgf as the Schuylkill

" River Ricecourse and returmn lane, and the Relhont Water Works
the dat ; of the enactment | jniakes ind Boathouse Row. o »
r any s ccessor in1aterest .} ol o e SOUTH CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA.
s sdiction over any - (a) COST SHARING.—Section 313(dX3XA) of the Water Resources
‘yant% é“\ ﬁ:gostates antg T De}reﬁopment Act of 1992 (106 Stat. 4846) is amended to read
. ecﬁon wi . as rouows: : .
neers ur “onn “(A%iIN GENERAL.—Total project cosés unl(;i;r eal;:h local
. iepations of, - cooperation agreement entered into under thi subsection
Ewg?hni ers:.%';x:nﬂy des- 7y sha]])] be shared at 75 percent F.

ederal and 25 percent non-
Federal. The Federal share may be provided in the form

i of grants or reimbursements of roject costs. The non-
REGON A' 0 WASHINGTON. )  edoral interests shall receive credin :
Willamet - and Columbia . .. Q) for design and construction services and other
{ Portlan Oregon, author- . in-kind work, whether occurring subsequent to, or
“An Act n King appropria- “]-v within 6 years prior to, entering into an agreement
rvation, a d completion of with the Secretary; and

d for sther purposes”, -, .
i modif d to direct the Iy

“(ii) for grants and the value of work performed
on behalf of such interests by State and loc: agencies,
B £ as determined by the Secretary.”.
d to carry out improve- i (b)  UTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section $13(z)X1) of
o an 1 between the mouth “F& ch A (106 Stat. 4846) is amended by striking “$50,000,000”
5t not to exceed $2,400,000; k5 1 insc  ing “680.000,000"

b - (c) SicTioN HEADING.—The heading to section 313 of such
Act is amended to read as follows:

SEC. 313. JOUTH CENTRAL PYNNSYLVANLA
X MENT PROGRAM.”.
ON, PENNSYLVANIA- BRSEC. 346." 'YOMING VALLEY, PENNSYLVANIA.

flood control, L:ackawanln‘;; . The oroject for flood control, Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania,
aorized by section 101( 3), 4euthoriz. d by section 401(a) of the Water Resourcas Development
et of 1992 (106 Stat. 480{ > et of 19 36 (100 Stat. 4124), is modified to authorize the Secretary—
1 carry out tt(lé t}}im];rcgje:{; _ 1) to include as part of the construction of the project
idge sections © g

" mecl anical and electrical upgrades to st &
ST RATIO WAIVER AUTHOR-ISER- 4 n. i the Wyo

ce maintenance dredg- :
K“tﬁoﬁzed channel dimen- ENVIRONMENT IMPROVE-

ming Valley; and
- (*) to carry out mitigation measures that the Secretary
. Would otherwise be authorized to carry out, but for the General
p- Desig1 Memorandum for phase II of the project, as approved
k. by t} > Assistant Secretary of the Army havi g responsibility
- for ciil works on Februa: 15, 1996, providing that such meas.-

:.ures are to be carried out?;t credit by the non-Federa) interest.
-347. A LENDALE DAM, NORTH PROVIDENCE, REODE ISLAND.

The roject for reconstruction of the Allendale Dam, North
sources Development Act yovider 2, Rhode Island, authorized by section 358 of the Water
; striking “$3,000,000 Bl ouTc  Development Act of 1992 (106 Stat, 4861), is modifisd
4 prautho ze the Secretary to reconstruct the dam, at a total cost -
EE$350,0 10, with an estimated Federal cost of $262,500 and an
mated non-Federal cost of $87,500.
itled “An Act mak 3481‘ ARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND.
ﬁ,eﬁgﬁl preservation . Sect’ ;. 361(a) of the Water Resources Development Act of
ws, a.1d for other purposeSRI9n (10 ; Stat. 4861) is amended—
)52’) ‘3 modified to prov g ‘1) by striking “$200,000” and in;ertin_g “$1,900,000™;
[ of s. liment to provide i (2) by striking “$150,000” and insertmg “él,425,000
the F irmount pool betwerg

1
ylkill River, Pennsylvar

’ n; and
( * by striking “$50,000” and inserting “$475,000”.
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