
EDWARDS & ANGELL, LLP 


COUNSELLORS AT LAW 	 2800 BANKBOSTON PLAZA 
PROVIDENCE. RI 02903-2499sina 1894 (401) 274-9200 
FAX (401) 276-6611 

Deming E. Sherman 

Direct Dial: (401) 276-6443 

Direct Fax: (888) 325-9061 

E-Mail: dshennan@ealaw.com 


October 7, 1999 

VIA FACSIMILE AND REGULAR MAIL 

Catherine Garypie, Esq. 
Senior Enforcement Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 1 - New England 

One Congress Street - Suite 1100 - Mail Code SES 

Boston, MA 02203 


RE: New England Container Co., Inc. 
Centredale Manor Superfund Site, North Providence, 
Rhode Island ("Site") 

Dear Ms. Garypie: 

This is to advise you that New England Container Co., Inc. ("NEC") declines to 
perfonn or finance removal or response activities at the Site. While NEC occupied a small, 
discrete portion of the Site prior to the late 1960s for its barrel-cleaning operations, all the 
infonnation we have reviewed, including the information in your files, does not indicate that 
NEC caused or contributed to the contamination at the Site. At this time we are unabie to 
verify the information you forwarded relating to an anonymous phone call, and it is contrary 
to the other information we have obtained (and reported to the EPA). 

We think that the source of the contamination is Metro-Atlantic, Inc., in particular 
,,"" 	 bccause dioxin is a byproduct of one of the chemicals manufactured on the Site by Metr'~­

Atlantic, Inc. (hexachlorophene). We have no evidence that NEC handled any drums 
relating to chemicals used to manufacture hexachlorophene. We encourage the EPA to 
follow the liability of Metro-Atlantic, Inc. and notify its successor(s) of their potential 
liability. We are willing to cooperate with the EPA in this endeavor. 
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I shall continue to serve as the contact for any future communications. 

Sincerely, 

'~u.~ J;,CwtUAeP--
Deming EjSherman 

cc 	 Ms. Sharon Fennelly /' 
Mr. Gerard C. DiSchino, NEC 
Michael Isby, Esq. 
W. Raymond Felton, Esq. 

Bernard V. Buonanno, Jr., Esq. 

Mr. Vincent J. Buonanno 

John W. Gahan III, Esq. 

Leonard H. Freiman, Esq. 

Richard J. WeIch, Esq 
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