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URGENT LEGAL MATTER -- PROMPT REPLY NECESSARY
CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

March 3, 2003

American Hoechst Corporation n/k/a CNA Holdings. Inc.
c/o Gary M. Rowen, Assoc. General Counse
Corporate Vice President of Environment, He:
Celanese Americas Corporation

86 Morris Avenue

Summut, NJ 07901

and
Ith and Safety

Re:  Notice of Potential Liability for Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site,
North Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Mr. Rowen:

This letter serves to formally notify American Hoechst Corporation of the potential liability
which it has or may have incurred with respect to the Centredale Manor Restoration Project
Superfund Site, North Providence, Rhode Island ("Site"). In addition, this letter requests that you

pay certain costs related to the Site and that you prepare to participate in the conduct or financing
of certain clean-up activities at the Site, as discussed further below.

NOTICE QOF POTENTIAL LIABILITY

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has documented the release or threatened
release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants at the Site. EPA has spent and is
considering spending public funds on actions to investigate and control such releases or
threatened releases. Unless EPA reaches an agreement under which a responsible party or parties
such as yourself will properly perform or finance such actions, EPA may itself perform these
actions or order responsible parties to perform these actions pursuant to the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601 et seq.
(“CERCLA").

Under Sections 106(a) and 107(a) of CERCILA, 42 U.5.C. §§ 9606(a) and 9607(a), and other
laws, 1 :spuna%ﬂPIMHUMSInmwln?(ﬂﬂumncdlruum@amake£m1unu,d@&mﬁxlneu&ﬁxwylwyk% A Lo
protect the public health, welfare or environment. Responsible parties may also be liable for all

costs incurred by the government in responding to any release or threatened release at the Site.
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Such costs may include, but are not limited to, expenditures for investigation, planning, clean-up
response and enforcement activities. In addition, responsible qmﬁ(ﬁ,mnu be required to pay

damages for injury to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources, including the costs to assess
such damages.
Responsible parties under CERCLA include persons who are current or former owners and/or

operators of a site, persons who arranged for disposal of hazardous substances at a site, or

persons who accepted hazardous substances for transport Lo a site sel

ccled by such persons

EPA has evaluated a large body of evidence in connection with its investigation of the Site,
including witness interviews; written statements and administrative depositions from persons
familiar with activities at the former chemical and drum recycling companies that operated at the
Site; and responses to CERCL Afwmllrn NﬂHeﬂinﬂwnwaM(WIHMWMNﬁs.I}mwxionlhh%evﬂkmuxL
EPA has information indicating that you are-a po ' responsible party ("PRP™) with respect
to this Site. Specifically ,EJU\thﬂ.mdwcmru)behcvcthu ynmnmnamg@dlxycmmnmmn,agmmwncnlor
otherwise for disposal or treatment, or arranged with a transporter for transport for disposal or
treatment of hazardous substances found at the Site.

By this letter, EPA notifies you of your potential lability with regard to this matter. EPA also
encourages you, as a PRP, to reimburse EPA for the costs incurred 1o date as set out below, to
participate mna kwwmﬁm]%knuuahdeeumg;«LwduMJ1hﬁdPN%oa,(umlUJ]anlu’M>‘rdunuwﬂv
perform or finance future response activities which EPA determines are necessary to address the
contamination at the Site.

DEMAND FOR PAYMENT OF COSTS

In accordance with CERCLA and other authorities, EPA has undertaken certain actions and
incurred costs in response to conditions at the Site. These response actions are described below,

The costs to date associated with these actions are approximately $11,340,000, excluding
interest. EPA anticipates that it will expend additional funds for response activities at the Site
under the authority of CERCLA. and other laws, including those response activities described
below.

In accordance with Section 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.5.C. %(Mﬂlﬂwﬁwdﬁm1unllJm1w+mrmwwk'ﬂn
paynmwﬂ<)[uuzJbuve'nnuund,mnd{d]mmeTem‘mm]ummmwlnglw-fxxnmz " that Section or
under any other provisions of law. Demand is also hereby made under [}t]ﬂfiiiiffl :allgll.l1l(:»1'l‘l;ttz:s; for
payment of all future costs, and interest thereon, that EPA may accrue in regard to the Site.

In the event the addressee of this notice intends or has already filed for dissolution or
reorganization under bankruptcy laws, you are hereby requested to include EPA-Region I and the
United States Department of Justice on any mailing or notice lists used in that proceeding. The
United ! )LJNN.M@S?[V@E||N“[lﬂhll(bllk‘a]DwJGJ1J[LJMMIAGM.ﬂpkﬂﬂca]qu for retmburserment of
administrative expenses in such a proceeding.
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RESPONSE ACTIVITIES AT THE SITE

EPA has conducted or 1s planning in the future to conduct the following activities at the Site:

1. Previous Site activities:

Previous activities by FPA
- estabhished site security:

- restricted access to contaminated soils:
- conducted certain characterization activities to assist in determining the extent of contamination
at the Site:

- installed onc and partially installed a second interim cap over two contaminated soil arcas at the
Site; and

- conducted an Enginecring Evaluation/Cost AﬂleﬂSlHl«Kth%ﬂHM: the breached Allendale dam
and contaminated soil and sediment on reside

=
il

-Use prope rtes.

Previous activities by PRPs
- completed installation of a second mterim cap over a contaminated soil area at the Site; and
- completed the restoration of the Allendale Dam.

2. Current Site activities:

Current activities by EPA
- a remedial investigation to identify the characteristics of the Site, to define the nature and extent
1&[&mﬂ,sedunmnl,am,uurhue water and ground water contamination at the Site, and to
characterize the risk posed by the Site;

- a feasibility study to evaluate a number of different means for addressing the contamination at
the Site and the nsk posed by that contamination; and
- a continuing search for additional PRPs.

Current activities by PRPs
- sampling and analysis and excavation and off-site disposal of contarninated soil
located in areas accessible by residential and recreational users.

s and sediments

3. Future Site activities:

Future work at the Site may include removal actions to address any remaining sources of
contamination. Future work shall also include the design and implementation of the remedial
action to be selected and approved by EPA for the Site and any or
monitoring activities necessary at the Site.

ation, maintenance and

In addition to those activities enumerated above, EPA may, pursuant to its authorities under
CERCLA and other laws, decide that other studies or clean-up activities are necessary to protect
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public health, welfare or the environment.

FUTURE SPECIAL NOTICE AND NEGOTIATION MORATORIUM

mate to
s is pending and that
6d to negotiate an agreement to perform or finance those

At an appropriate point in the future, EPA will send to you. or a person you desig
represent you, i notice 11111[11‘rmun£1‘ You that one or more of the above activities
your cooperation 18 being reques
activities.

This forthconung notice will tell you whether EPA has decided 10 use the “Special Notice™
procedures pursuant to CERCLA Section 122(e), 42 U.S5.C. § 9622(e), to formally negotiate th

terms of a consent order or consent decree to conduct or finance response acuivities at the Site. 1f
EPA does not use Section 122(e) Special

Notice procedures, the notice will explain to you why
EPA has determined that those procedures are not appropriate for this Site.

If EPA chooses to employ the Special Notice procedures under Section 122(e) CERCLA, that
notice will commence formal negotiations between EPA and the PRPs. This notice will also
trigger a moratorium on certain EPA activities at the Site. The purpose @f the moratorium 1s to
provide a period of time when PRPs and EPA may negotiate a settlement.

INFORMATION TO ASSIST POTENTIALLY RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

GENERAL NOTICE MEETING

EPA will hold a meeting for all those parties sent this notice on Tuesday, March 18, 2003, at
1:00 p.m. at the following location:

1 Congress Street - 1 ‘l”' Floor

Boston, Massachusett

At this meeting, representatives of EPA will discuss EPA’s activities at the Site to date, and its
planned future activities. EPA will also provide you with additional information about the
proposed removal activities. EPA will answer questions you may have regarding the Site or this
notice letter. At the end of EPA’s portion of the meeting, we will make a room available for the
recipients of lhm letter to meet with the representatives of the existing PRPs.

For security purposes, we must provide our building security with the names of all visitors
in advance. Please call Lauren (’Neill at (617) 918-1730 by noon on Monday, March 17,
2003, with the names of all individuals who will be attending the meeting. Please also
provide the name of the company or firm with whom the person is associated.

SITE INFORMATION

In order to encourage you to meet with other PRPs and to begin organizing yourselves for future



negotiations with EPA, the following information has been attached to this letter:

1. Alist of the names and addresses of PRPs to whom this notification is being provided.
This list represents EPA's preliminary findings on the identities of PRPs. Inclusion on or
exclusion from the list does not constitute a final determination by the Agency concerning
the liabihity of any party for response actions at the Site (Enclosure A).

20 Ahist of contacts for PRPs previously identified for this Stie (Enclosure B).
3. Anevidentiary summary which sets forth the documentary evidence which indicates.

along with other mvestigatory information gathcred by EPA, that you are a PRP for this
Site (Enclosure ().

In most cases, EPA sceks an active dialogue with PRPs regarding the scarch for additional PRPs.
If you have evidence regarding the liability of any party for response actions at the Site which has
not already been provided to EPA, you should provide that information no fater than thirty (30)
days from the date of this letter.  In addition, if you are iterested in participating in the search
for additional PRPs, you should contact members of the EPA case team, listed below, for
guidance on how ‘you can best target your efforts. You should note that any evidence which you
gather and offer to EPA regarding other PRPs will be subject to independent evaluation by EPA.
Therefore, this evidence must be reliable and sufficiently detatled to be verified by EPA.

ORPHAN SHARE INFORMATION

Pursuant to the Superfund Reforms, when EPA enters into certain settlements, EPA may
compensate settlors for a portion of the shares specifically attributable to insolvent and defunct
PRPs (“‘orphan share”), if any. EPA believes that there may be PRPs at this Site who are insolvent
or defunct. If in the future you, either individually or with other PRPs, enter into a cost recovery or
RD/RA settlement with EPA and provide sufficient information about the existence, liability, and
relative shares of responsibility of insolvent and defunct PRPs, EPA will analyze the information
and determine whether to consider the shares of these parties in the amount of past costs and future
oversight costs which EPA will seek to recover in such settlement.

STEERING COMMITTEE

EPA recommends that all PRPs form a single steering committee to negotiate on behalf of the
entire group of PRPs, and to otherwise pursue the interests of the PRPs. Establishing an effective
steering committee, which represents the different interests of all of the PRPs at the Site, is a
critical component of the negotiation process.

EPA recognizes that the organization of a steering committee and the allocation of responsibility

among PRPs may be difficult. 1f PRPs are lmrml_)]lez to organize an effective steering committee or to
reach consensus among themselves, we encourage the use of the services of a neutral third party to
facilitate negotiations. If requested, EPA can provide a hist of experienced third-party neutrals and
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help arrange for the PRPs to meet with such a neutral.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

In accordance with Section [13(k) of CERCLA, EPA must estabhish an administrative record
containing the documents used by EPA to select the appropriate response action for the Site

The administrative record 1s available to the public for inspection at:

EPA Records Center

I Congress Street
Boston, MA 02114-2023
Telephone No. 617-918- 1440,

Please call the EPA Records Center for current hours and directions

This administrative record is also available at North Providence Union Free Library, 1810
Mineral Springs Ave., North Providence R1 02911 and Marion J. Mohr Memorial Library. 1
Memorial Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919,

In addition, this administrative record is available at
hitp://fwww epa.goviregionQ ] /superfund/resource/centredale . him,

TIMING AND FORM OF RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER

As a PRP, you should notify EPA in writing within 30 days from the date of this letter of your

receipt of this letter, and your willingness to join the other PRPs in addressing the contamination
mn[he!»ne,dndln])vwn@;hkvx;uouhidmdnn{mnqunmﬂ’guwmmmm(nnJWIw“slauer,An@u1mmﬂﬂwmm
should indicate the appropriate name, address, and telephone number for further contact with
you. If you are already involved in discussions with state or local authorities, engaged in
voluntary clean-up action, or involved in a lawsuit regarding this Site, you should continue such
activities as you see fit. This letter is not intended to advise you or direct you with respect to any
such activities. EPA requests that you report the status of such Site-related activities in your
response to this letter.

Your response letter should be sent to

Anna Krasko

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Site Remediation and Restoration
I Congress Street, Suite 1100 (HBO)
Boston, MA 02114-2023

If EPA does not receive a timely response to this letter, EPA will assume that you do not wish to
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/ Richard A (‘:,;\’z.:u;»,(l‘n_‘:lvf)., Actimg Director

negotiate a resolution of your liabihties in connection with the Site and that you have declined
any mvolvement m performing the response activitics, and paying outstanding costs.

I vou have questions recardimg the Site or this notiee letter, please contact Anna Krasko at (617)
Ol&-12321

questtons to Fve Vaudo of the EPA Office of Environmental Stewardship at (017) 91s- 1089,

The factmal and Teeal discussions m thas Tetter are mtended solely to provide nonee and
miormation. and such discussions are not to be construed as o fimal agency position on any
matter set torth herem. Pue o the sertousness of the environmental and legal problems posed by

condinons at the Sites EP A urges that immeediate attention and a prompt response
be arven to this fete

Sineerely
/Ry
;o : -
[ 7 ) _
1dl i/ ”
e ui4q s
fI N ‘.

Office of Site Remediation and Restoration

Enclosures

cc: Bret Jedele, RIDEM Legal Services
Louts Maccarone, RIDEM Remedial Project Manage
Eve Vaudo, EPA Office of Environmental Stewardship
Anna Krasko, EPA Remedial Project Manager
Ted Bazenas, EPA On-Scene Coordinator
Bruce Marshall, Chief, EPA Search & Cost Recovery Section
Rudy Brown, EPA Office of Government Relations
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CONTACTS FOR GENERAL NOTICE LIEET

TER RECIPLIENTS

I For American Hoechst Corporation

American Hoechst Corporation n/k/a CNA Holdings. Inc.
c/o Celanese Americas Corporation
86 Morris Avenue

Summit, NI 07901
Contact: Gary M. Rowen
ASS0C. General Counsel and

Corporate Vice President of Environment. Health and Safety.

2 For American Mineral Spirits Company
For American Mineral Spuits Company

Amirican Mineral Spirits Company

¢/o Unton O1l Company of California d.b.a. Unocal
2300 Barrington Road, Suite 500

Hoffman Estates. IL 60195

Contact: Theodore C. Hadley, Contract Attorney

3 For Ciba Geigy

Ciba Geigy

c/o Ciba Specialty Chemicals
540 White Plains Road
Tarrytown, NY 10591-9005

Contact: Anne Christien, Manager Regulatory Compliance

4. For Cranston Print Works Company

Cranston Print Works Company
1381 Cranston Street
Cranston. R1 02920

Contact: George W. Shuster, Chief Executive Officer

5. For Eastern Color and Chemical Company

Eastern Color and Chemical Company
35 Livingston Street

&

Providence, RI 02904


http:Hocch.sl

Contact: Barry S, Shepard, President

G. For Eastern Smelting

Eastern Smelting/Refinity
c/o Metallix, Inc.

Foot of Jersey Avenue
Tarcov Citv. NTOHTND

7 For Oreame Dvestuffs Corporation

Organic Dyestuffs Corporation
65 Valley Street

EBast Providence. R1 02914
Contact: Gregory M. Gormley, President

Contact: Andrew W. Davis
Henry M. Swan
Davis, Kilmarx, Swan & Bowling, L1.P
101 Dyer Street
Providence, RT 02903

8. IFor The Original Bradford Soap Works. Inc.

The Original Bradford Soap Works, Inc.
P.O. Box 1007

200 Providence Street

West Warwick, R1 02893

Contact: Stephen B. Forman, Chief Financial Officer
Contact: Richard A. Sherman, Esq.

Edwards & Angell LLP
2800 Financial Plaza
Providence, RI 02903

Q. For Warwick Chemical Company

Warwick Chemical Com

pany
c/o Sequa Corporation
3 Umiversity Plaza, Suite 300



Hackensack, NJ 07601

Contact: Leonard P. Pasculli, Esq.
Senior Assoctate General Counsel.

For T.H. Baylis. Co.

T Baylis Co.

n/k/a THRC, Inc.

c/o Stanwich Partners, Inc.
One Stamford Landinmg
62 Southfield Avenue
Stamford, CT 069502

Contact: Charles E. Bradley, President

Contact: Scott Junkin, Esq.
Scott A. Junkin PC
One Stamlord Lane
62 Southfield Avenue
Stamford, CT 06902

For Teknor Apex Company

Teknor Apex Company
505 Central Ave.
Pawtucket, RI 02801

Contact: Jonathan D. Fain, President
David Yopak, EHS Director
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CONTACTS FOR EXISTING PRPs

For Brook Village Associates Limited Partnership:
Colburn T. Cherney

Ropes & Gray

One Franklin Square

1301 K Street. NW. Suite 800 Fast

Washington, D.C. 20005-3333

PH 202-626-3900

FAX 202-626-3901

Howard Castleman

Murtha Cullina Koche Carens & DeGracomo
99 High Street

Boston, MA 02110

PH 617-457-4000

FAX 617-482-3808

For Centerdale Manor Associates Limited Partnership (C/S Housing Associates):

L.eonard H. Freiman

Goulston & Storrs, A Professional Corporation
400 Atantic Avenue

Boston, MA 02110-32
PH 617-482-1776
FAX 617-574-4112

33

For Centerdale Manor Associates Limited Partnership (Centerdale Associates):

Richard J. Welch
Moses & Alfonso, Lid.

170 Westminster Street, Suite 201
Providence, RI 02903

PH 401-453-3600

FAX 401-453-3604

[aurie Burt

Foley, Hoag & Eliot LLP
One Post Office Square
Boston, Massachusetts 02109
PH 617-832-1000

FAX 617-832-7000

For Emh :Em i Industries, Inc.

Jerome C. Muys, JIr.

Swidler ,[_Sc]rh n Shereff Friedman LLP
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300




Washington DC 20007-5116
PH 202-424-7547
FAX 202-424-7643

Warren Anthony Fitch

Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman LLP
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington l_)( 20007-5116

PH 202-424-7695

FAX 202-424-7643

For New England Container Company, Inc.:
Stuart R. Deans, Esq.

Robinson & (b]wi’ LLP

Financial 1\_, entre

695 East Main Street

P.O. 10305

Stamford, CT 06904-2304

PH 203-462-7500

FAX 203-462-7599

For Crown Metro, Inc.

Knox L. Haynsworth, 11

Brown, Massey, Evans, McLeod & Haynsworth, P.A.
P.O. Box 2464

Greenville, SC 29602

PH 864-271-7424

FAX 864-242-6469

For Bemard V. Buonanno, Sr.
Deming Sherman, Esq.

Edwards & Angell, LLP

2800 BankBoston Plaza

Providenc |., Rhode Island 02903-2499
PH 401-276-6443

FAX AM}{ 276-6611
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CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

Aimerican Hoechst Corporation n/k/a CNA Holdings, Inc.
c/o Celanese Americas Corporation

86 Morris Avenue

Summit, NJ 07901

Contact: Gary M. Rowen
Assoc. General Counsel and Corporate Vice President of
Environment, Health and Safety.

Evidentiary Surmnury

New England Container Company, Inc. (“"NECC”) operated a drum recycling business at 2074
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971. This property 1s now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site
(Site”). In response to EPA’s request for information, Celanese Americas Corporation states
that American Hoechst operated a plant located at 500 Washington Street in Coventry, Rhode
Island during this time period. (Celanese response.) The Coventry plant manufactured dyes,
pigments, chemical intermediates and pharmaceuticals between 1948 and 1997, (Celanese
response.) Raw materials used at the Coventry facility included chlorobenzene, nitrobenzene,
ethanol, sulfuric acid, methanol, hydrochloric acid and nitrie acid. (Celanese response.)

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about its operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. Two of the former NECC

employees interviewed as part of this investigation drove trucks for NECC as part of their duties.
One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a truck

for about six of those years. According to this individual,

, once or twice a week, he would obtain
h contained dye
powder residues. He delivered the barrels to NECC for reconditioning. The residues would eat
holes in his clothes and turn them colors. ThmﬁeVMMmmxahdaluequ<anh1mmnlhwgwnﬂherluml<
driver who was employed by NECC from about 1954 to about 1970 and drove a truck for about
eight of those years. This driver picked up drums from Hoechst Chemical in West Warwick and
brought them to NECC for reconditioning. He stated that Hoechst was a big supplier of barrels

Hﬂ)lmluﬂbfn@ml}hxxﬁki(lmemuuallnzxn,uu,NJka'Ldxnd off Rt 117, whic

NECC’s recycling operations resulted in contamination at the Site. NECC received drums by
truck. The drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the
drums leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt inside a
furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit located un he conveyor belt or were
burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell into the pit or was swept into the pit.
(ITW‘hquuiccmanqu[SDHM’dﬂwnmmwwq'hwwabmmmcnnmmmwlﬁnomeWW(huwmsCW(MM£HWm:gnmnmj
before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The contents of the pits were emptied periodically
into drums. Those drums or the contents of those drums were then taken to an area south of the
facility (but still within the Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed
the dumping of drums in this area. In addition, residents observed bulldozers burying drums into




the ground.

American Hoechst Corporation and Celanese Corporation merged in 1987 forming Hoechst
Celanese Corporation. (Celanese response.) Hoechst Celanese Corporation later changed its

name to CNA Holdings, Inc. (Celanese response.) CNA Holdings 1s wholly owned by Ce

anese
Americas Corporatron. (Celanese response.)



CEN" REDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

American Mineral Spirits Company
¢/o Union Oil Company of Californi:
2300 Barrington Road, Suite 500
Hoffman Estates, I, 60195

4. Unocal

Contact: Theodore Hadley, Contract Attorney

Evidentiary Summuaury

New England Container Company, Inc. ("NECC”) operated a drum recycling business at 2074
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971, This preperty is now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site
(*Site”). In re<ponse to EPA™s request for information, Unocal Corporation states that Americar
Mineral Spirit s Company (AMSCO) operated at two facilities in Rhode Island — first at 370
Allens Avenue in Providence and then, after 1967, at 1 Pier Road i East Providence — during
this time period. (Unocal response.)

The AMSCO facilities in Rhode Island were used for the storage, blending, packaging and
distribution of petrochemicals. (Unocal response.) Generally. chemicals would arrive at the
facilities in bulk and then were loaded onto a truck or packaged and shipped to customers in the
amounts requested. (Unocal response.) These chemicals included aromatic hydrocarbons,
aliphatic hydrocarbons, and to a lesser extent, acetone, methyl-ethyl-ketone, methyl-iso-ketone
and isopropyl alcohol. (Unocal response.) Repackaging the chemicals included the use of 55-
gallon drums. (Unocal response.) AMSCO sold drums to NECC and purchased refurbished
drums from NECC. (Unocal response.) Unocal acknowledges that the drums sold to or taken by
NECC may have contained minor amounts of residues of AMSCO’s products. (Unocal

Tesponse.)

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about its operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. From these activities, EPA has
learned about NECC’s operations at the Site, and has concluded that those operations resulted in
contarnination. NECC received drums by truck. The drums were then unloaded and stacked on
the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed
upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit
located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell
he pit or was swept into the pit. (The liquid contents ol some drums may have been
Bnuﬁmwdﬂﬂﬂ)ﬂﬂh&rdNUMI<DIUﬂWOth§HUM\mlbﬁﬁmﬁﬂhIW4~PLHFLMOH1HP(\NHN”NHWt .} The
contents of the pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or the contents of those
drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the Site property) and
dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this area. In addition,
residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.

In 1965, through various corporate mergers, AMSCO became a division of Unocal. (Unoca

|



response.) AMSCO remained a division of Unocal until the majority of assets were sold to
Ashland Chemical in 1992, (Unocal response.)



CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

Ciba Geigy

c/o Ciba Specialty Chemicals
540 White Plains Road
Tarrytown, NY 10591-900%

Contact: Anne Christien, Manager Regulatory Compliance

“videntiary Summary
Evidentiary Summa

New England Contamer Company, Inc. (“"NECC™) operated a drum reeyeling business at 2074
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971. This property is now part of the Centred
(“Site™).

ale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site

In the 1960s (and possibly earlier), NECC had an arrangement with a competitive barrel recycler,
owned by Milton Isserlis, pursuant to which NECC paid Mr. Isserlis 25 cents for each barrel it
purchased from one of the competitor’s customers. One of these customers was Ciba Geigy.
This ‘dﬂﬁ"?m‘&’F'ﬂ‘lt"m 1s shown in the documents attached to this summary. According to these
documents, Ciba Geigy contributed about 75,000 drums to the Site in the late 1960s and early
1970s.

EPA has requested and received information from NECC a.l‘,»(:»ul; its operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former emplo . From these activities, EPA has
learned about NECC’s operations at the Site, and has conc luxtled that those operations resulted i
contarination. NECC received drums by truck. The drums were then unloaded and stacked on
the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed
upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit
located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell
into the pit or was swept into the pit. (The ]lqluul contents of some drums may have been
emptied into other drums or onto the ground before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The
contents of the pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or the contents of those
drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the Site property) and
dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this area. In addition,
s‘s;u'lr nts observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.
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CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

Cranston Print Works Company
1381 Cranston Street
Cranston, R1 02920

Contact: George W, Shuster, Chief Executive Officer

Evidentiary Summars

New England Container Company, Inc. (“NECC”) operated a drum recycling business at 2074

Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971, This property 1s now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Siie
("Site”). In response to EPA’s request for information. Cranston Consumer Products states that
Cranston Print Works operated a textile printing business at 1381 Cranston Strect in Cranston,
Rhode Island during this time period. (Cranston response.) This business was privately owned
from 1824 until 1987, when under an employee stock ownership plan. the company was
purchased by emaployees. (Cranston response.)

oy

From 1952 to 1963, the Cranston facility bleached, printed and finished 100% cotton fabric.
Chemicals used in the plating and engraving process included chromic acid, ferric chloride,
caustic soda, xylene and methylene chloride. (Cranston response.) In 1963, a new plant was
constructed and Cranston Print Works began to print fabric using rotary screen-printing
technology. (Cranston response.) This process used dyes including fiber reactive dyes, acid
dyes, disperse dyes and pigiments. (Cranston response.) Former Cranston Print Works
emplovees recall that in the 1960's Cranston Print Works sold empty 55-gallon metal drums to
NECC. (Cranston response.)

At about the same time, Bercen Chemical operated a chenmcal manufacturing company on Valley
Street in Providence. (Cranston response.) Bercen primarily manufactured speciality products
such as surface-active agents, detergents, wetting agents, and emulsifiers for use in the textle
industry. (Cranston response.) Bercen was purchased by Cranston Print Works m 1963 and
becamne the Bercen Division of Cranston Print Works. (Cranston response.) A former Bercen

employee recalls that Bercen would purchase 55-gallon metal drums from NECC and Efros
Barrel would take the drums away. (Cranston response.) Efros Barrel was a customer of NECC.

EPA has requested and received information from NI \bout 1ts operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. From these activities, EPA has
learned about NECC’s operations at the Site, and has concluded that those operations resulted in
contamination. NECC received drums by truck. The drums were then unloaded and stacked on
the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed
upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit
located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell
into the pit or was swept into the pit. (The liquid contents of some drums may have been
ernptied into other drums or onto the ground before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The




contents of the pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or the contents of those
drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the Site property) and
dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this area. In addition,
residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.

sy



CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

CONFIDENTIAL

[astern Color and Chemical Company
35 Livingston Street
Providence, RI 02904

Contact: Barry 8. Shepard, President

Evidentiary Summary

CONFIDENTIAL



CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE,
Eastern Smelting
/o Metallis. I.m:',
Foot 01f' l[i’:"lr“;tE”V Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Contact: Pam Rollins, President

Lvidentiary Summary

New England Container Company. Inc. (*N
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximate
1971. This property 1s now part of the Centred
(“Site™).

ECC™) operated a drum recyching business at 2074
195210 ;fl]‘)]") [“ﬂ\‘iiI]'l"ll(3|)f mid-
ale Manor l,:wn(ltmn Project &

-

el

und Site

In the 1960s (and possibly earlier), NECC had an arrangement with a competitive barrel recycler
(“)W'I]wf‘l[ﬂ by Milton Isserhis, pursuant to which NECC ]“):.rlidl Mr. Isserlis 25 cents for each barrel
NECC purchased from one of the competitor’s customers. Lastern Smelting was one such
customer. This arrangement is showrt in the documents attached to this summary. According to
these documents. Bastern Smelting contributed at least 1,300 drums to the Site in the late 1960s
and early 1970s.

EPA has requested and received information from NECC ‘,lh()lll its operattons. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. From these activities, EPA has
learned about NECC’s operations at the Site, and has CO][)C]U(Ilti:d that those operations resulted in
contamination. NECC received drums by truck. The drums were then unloaded and stacked on
the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed
upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit
located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash {rom the incineration process either fell
into the pit or was swept into the pit. (The liquid contents of some drums may have been
emptied into other drums or onto the ground before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The
contents of the pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or the contents of those
drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the Site property) and
dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this area. In addition,
residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.

Subseque he early 1970s, Eastern Smelting became known as Refinity

Refinny :s;o]d its assets to Metallix, Inc.

In November 2002,
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CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

Organic Dyestuffs Corporation

65 Valley Street
East Providence, Rl 02914

Contact: Gregory M. Gormley, President

Contact: Andrew W, Davis
Henry M. Swan
Davis, Kilmarx, Swan & Bowling, LLY
101 Dyer Street
Providence, R1 02903

Evide ﬂ“dlfy SLTITIALY

19

New England Container Company, Inc. (“NECC”) operated a drum recycling business at 2074
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971. This property is now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site
(“Site™). In response to EPA’s information request, Organic Dyestuffs Corporation states that it
operated at 65 - 84 Valley Street in East Providence during this time period. (Orgamc Dyestuffs
response.) From 1 'l)@ 5 until 2001, the company also had a factlity on “1E‘1n< fit Street in
Providence. (Organic Dyestuffs response.) The operations at Valley Street include offices, a
laboratory and a production area for the mixing of dry powder dye for use in the textile industry.
(Organic Dyestuffs response.) The Benefit Street facility mixed various textile chemical

auxiliaries such as soaps, softeners, and after treatment for dyeing. (Organic Dyestuffs response.)
Raw materials included dyes containing acids or bases, pigments, and chemicals, including but

not limited to, sodium hydrosulfates, sodium hydrox ide , ammonia, isopropyl alcohol, ethylene
glycol and acetic acid. (Organic Dyestuffs response.) Organic Dyestuffs contributed empty 55-
ga ums to NECC. (Organic Dyestuffs response. )

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about 1ts operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former em iployees of NECC. Two of the former NECC
employees interviewed as part of this investigation drove trucks for NECC as part of their duties.
One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a truck
for about six of those years. According to this individual, on a monthly basis, he would obtain10
to12 barrels with chemical residues in them from Organic Chemical on Rt 44 in Providence,
Rhode Island.

NECC’s recycling operations caused contamination at the Site. NECC received drums by truck.
The drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the drums
leaked onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt inside a
furnace. The drurn contents either drained into a pit located under the conveyor belt or were
burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell into the pit or was swept into the pit.
(The liquid contents of some drums may have been emptied into other drums or onto the ground



before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those
drums or the contents of those drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still
within the Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of
drums in this arca. In addition, residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.



CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

The Original Bradford Soap Works, Inc.
P.O. Box 1007

200 Providence Street

West Warwick, RY 02893

Contact: Stephen B. Forman, Chief Financial Officer
Contact: Richard A. Sherman, Esq.
Edwards & Angell LLIP
2800 Financial Plaza

Providence, RI 02903

Evidentary Surmmary

verated o drum recycling business at 2074
Smith Street in North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-

1971. This property is now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project ¢

d
b L

New England Container Company, Inc. (“"NECC”) ¢

"

verfund Site
(“‘.5:»1 te’ ,)' ][1 1 e s,| onse to EPA’s request for 1:l?l]ﬁ(ﬁ)]?](l‘l:ﬂll'i¢Z]rI1\, (::)’f“i‘E!'i]”l‘*l] Bradford Soa 1" Works, '[*rlf“

‘.,(N) ]’Jr«,wldem:f: !m« et in W est Warwick, Rhode ][s_land ) (, Jb..:ld)h)m ! c:.s]puns::,x) l’ rom 19._)3 to
1969, employees recall that raw materials were purchased in drums of various sizes. (Bradford
response.) Following the use of such raw materials, the empty drums were sold to NECC
(Bradford response.)

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about its operations. IN£wkhﬁ(wnKﬂPA

personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. Two of the former NECC
employees interviewed as part of this investigation drove | mmﬂmxﬁwr%“ﬂ@&)usynwtodthenwmwnc&

One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a truck
for about six of those years. According to this individual, he picked up 50 to 75 barrels, with
residues, every two weeks from Bradford in Warwick, Rhode Island and transported them to
NECC for reconditioning. This evidence has been confirmed by another truck driver who was
employed by NECC from about 1954 to about 1970 and drove a truck for about eight of those
years. This driver recalled picking up drums from Bradford Soap and bringing them to NECC
for reconditioning. In addition, a former employee of the chemical company that operated at (
Site confirmed that he delivered barrels from the former chemical company to Brac
Warwick or Coventry, Rhode Island and then picked up barrels for delivery to NE

{forel in West

NECC’s operations resulted in contarnination at the Site. NECC received drums by truck. The

drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked
onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt mside a furnace. The

drum contents either drained into a pit located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash
fmelﬂM'muanIMmon[u<m.ssr1WWw1hllnwnwhm”pn(M was swept into the pit. (The liquid
contents of some drums may have been emptied ir

to other drums or onto the ground before being



placed on the conveyor belt.) The pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or
the contents of those drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the
Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this
area. In addition, residents observed bulldozers buryimg drums into the ground.



CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PRO)

ECT SUPERFUND SITE

Warwick Chemical Com |1>.a||r1 Y
c/o Sequa Corporation
3 University Plaza, Suite 300

Hackensack, NJ 0760

Contact: Leonard P. Pasculli, Esq.
Senior Associate General Counsel.

Evidentiary Summary

New Eng

(‘1 3

) operated a drum recyching business at 2074
Snmnh1MJeeln1[Mnmh]’um&dEMge,F%mmk‘kﬂ&ndllnn|appwnxnnah]w 1952 to approximately mid-
t971. This property is now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site
(“Site”). In response to EPA’s request for information, Sequa Corporation states that Warwick
Chemical Company ("Warwick™) operated a facility in Wood River Junction, Rhode Islind
during this time. (Sequa response.) Warwick manufactured chemicals for the textile, paint.
varnish and other industries. (Sequa response.) The raw materials used at the facility are
believed to have inchided methanol, formaldehyde and mineral spirits. (Sequa response.)
Warwick eventually became a division of Sun Chemical Corporation which subsequently

changed its name to Sequa Corporation. (Sequa response.’

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about 1ts operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. Two of the former NECC
cmployees interviewed as part of this investigation drove trucks for NECC as part of their duties.

One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a truck
from

for about six of those years. According to this individual, he picked up 150 barrels
Warwick once to twice a week and delivered them to NECC for reconditioning. The barrels
contained up to 2 inches of liquid chemicals. This evidence has been confirmed by another truck
driver who was employved by NECC from about 1954 to about 1970 and drove a truck for about
eight of those years. This driver recalled picking up drums from Warwick and bringing them to
NECC for reconditioning. He also recalls that he picked up drums from Wood River Junction in
Hope Valley, Rbode Island.

NECC’s operations resulted in contarmination at the Site. NECC received drums by truck. The
drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked
onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The
drum contents cither drained into a pit located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. Ash
from the incineration process either fell into the pit or was swept into the pit. (The liquid
contents of some drums may have been emptied into other drums or onto the ground before being
placed on the conveyor belt.) The pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or
thezacnlkzntslol\Hnmse'irunns were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still within the
Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums in this
area, In addition, residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.




CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

T.H. Baylis, Co

n/k/a THBC, Inc.

c/o Stanwich Partners, Inc.
One Stamford Landing

62 Southfield Avenue
Stamford, CT 06902

Contact: Charles Iu. Bradley, President

Contact: Seott Junkin, s
Scott A, Junkin PC
One Stamford Lane
62 Southfield Avenue
“Stamford, CT 06902

Evidentiary Summary

New England Container Company, Inc. (“NECC”) operated a drum recycling business at 200"
Smith Street in North Providence. Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approx: nrmdtr-j'w1nul
1971, This property 1s now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund §
(“Site”).

EPA has requested and received information from NECC ahonrn operations. In addition, - ?A
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. Two of the former NECC
employees interviewed as part of this investigation drove | ﬂm]m»hrrPHﬂL_,am[ yart of their duties
One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a (ruck
for about six of those years. According to this individual, he picked up 30 to 40 barrels from
"IKI]Mwhquwstwnww”l&imd(mhvmedﬂmﬂmmﬂﬂECFWbrmwnw&dnmmp The barrels
contained chemical liquids, including mineral spirits. According to the driver, this compan  so
sold barrels to NECC that came from T.H. Baylis” customers. This evidence has been confirmed
by another truck driver who was employed by NECC from about 1954 to about 1970 and drove ¢

. d

truck for about eight of those years. This driver recalled picking up drums from T.H. Bayli .nd
bringing them to NECC for reconditioning. In addition, a former employee of the chemica

company that operated at the Site also confirmed that barrels from T.H. Baylis in Warwick.
Rhode Island were delivered to NECC for reconditioning.

NECC’s operations resulted in contamination at the Site. NECC received drums by truck. The
drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the drums leaked
onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt inside a furnace. The
drum contents either drained into a pit located under the conveyor belt or were burned out. *sh
from the incineration process either fell into the pit or was swept into the pit. (The liquid



http:Stamford.CT

contents of some drums may have been emptied into other drums or onto the ground before being
placed on the conveyor belt.) The pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those drums or
the contents of those drums were then taken to an area south of the facihity (but sull within the
Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of drums m this
area. In addition, residents observed bulldozers burying drums into the ground.

In response 1o EPAs request Tor information, THBC, Inc. states that T.H. Bayhs merged mto
Sanitas Secunty Services Corporation, a Delaware corporation, in 1985, (THBC . Inc. response.)
Following this acquisition, Sanitas changed it’s name to T.11. Baylis Company and continued as a
Delaware corporation (“Baylis - Delaware™). (THBC. Inc. response.) By Apnl 1988, Baylis -
Delaware was insolvent and sold substantially all of its remaining operating assets, including the
name “T.H. Baylhis Company™. (THBC, Inc. response.) Baylis - Delaware then changed its

o

corporate name to THBC, Inc. (THBC, Inc. response. |




CENTREDALE MANOR RESTORATION PROJECT SUPERFUND SITE

Teknor Apex Company
505 Central Ave.
Pawtucket, R1 02861

Contact: Jonathan D. IFain. President
David Yopak, IKHS Director

Evidentiary Summary

New England Container Company, Inc. ("NECC™) operated a drum recyching business at 2074
Smith Street m North Providence, Rhode Island from approximately 1952 to approximately mid-
1971. This property ts now part of the Centredale Manor Restoration Project Superfund Site
(“Site”). In response to 1:PA’s request for information, Teknor Apex Company states that it
operated facilities in both Pawtucket, Rhode Island and Attleboro, Massachusetts during this time
period. (Teknor Apex was formerly known as Thompson Apex Company.) (Teknor Apex
response. ) Operations at the Pawtucket facility include the manufacturing of custom compounds
plastic resins, including the addition of fillers and color additives. (Teknor Apex response.)
LlL]it.lOl[.l rubber blending and molding are conducted there as well. (Teknor Apex response.) In
Attleboro, Teknor Apex produces custom compounds of plastic resins, including the addition of
fillers and color additives, and manufactures chemical additives for plastic compounds.

(Teknor Apex response.) Raw materials for these processes include zinc stearate, oils, lead
compounds, benzene, alcohols, phthalic anhydride and acids. (Teknor Apex response.) At least
one employee believes that drums were shipped to NECC for reconditioning.  (Teknor Apex
response. )

EPA has requested and received information from NECC about 1ts operations. In addition, EPA
personnel have interviewed many former employees of NECC. Two of the former NECC
employees interviewed as part of this investigation drove trucks for NECC as part of their duties.
One such truck driver was employed by NECC from about 1956 to about 1969. He drove a truck
for about six of those years. According to this individual, on a monthly basis, he picked up 150
»arrels with motor oil residue in them and transported them to NECC for reconditioning. This
driver also recalls that on a monthly basis he would obtain 150 barrels, some with chemical
residue in them, from Thompson Chemical in Attleboro, Massachusetts. This evidence has been
confirmed by another truck driver who was employed by NECC from about 1954 to about 1970
and drove a truck for about eight of those years. He recalls picking up drums from Teknor Apex
and bringing them to NECC for recondhitioning. This driver also recalls picking up drums from
Thompson Chemical in Attleboro, MA.

NECC’s recycling operations caused contamination at the Site. NECC received drums by truck.
¢ drums were then unloaded and stacked on the ground. The contents of some of the drums
|-"axl< ed onto the ground. Drums were then placed upside down on a conveyor belt inside a
furnace. The drum contents either drained into a pit located under the conveyor belt or were
burned out. Ash from the incineration process either fell into the pit or was swept into the pit.




(The hquid contents of some drums may have been emptied into other drums or onto the ground
before being placed on the conveyor belt.) The pits were emptied periodically into drums. Those
drums or the contents of those drums were then taken to an area south of the facility (but still
within the Site property) and dumped. Residents living near the Site observed the dumping of
drums in this area. In addition, residents observed bulldozers burving drums into the ground.
Teknor Apex’s business relationship with NECC is further documented in the attached
handwritten note which demonstrates that NECC picked up closed head drums for reconditioning
from Teknor Apex.
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