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SDMS DocIO 253328EXECU1TVE ORDER 

Oetober 22. 2003 

03-16 

~crrABLISBlNG THE GQVERNOR'S N,.\RRAGANSETT BAY 
,.\j'ill WATERSHED PMN~NG COMMISSION 

WHEREAS. Narragaruett S~)' is inextricably lfnk~d to [he environmental and economIc 
health of Rhode Wand.; and 

WHEREAS, efforu to protJ:cr. md ennance the Bay are most effecti \Ie if focustd on It!; 

entlre wa.tershed: a.id 

\VHEREAS. Rhode Island's effectiveness ill pro!.c:cting and conserving the Bay and its 
..... atershed areas can be enhanced by slIOng coordination and com.murUication among 
gtrvcrnmenuU ar.d non-governmcntnl entities; Q.Cld 

WHEREAS. a s.tate·...·ide planning ar.d policy ff"3JT1l!work for B.a.y lssl!e& can improve o~r 
efforts to protect and m.l11:lge the Elly and i~ .....atershed ll1'eas; and 

\VHEREAS. th.: recent fi~h kill~. beach do~ings . .aJld the continuin& presence of 
UDaccc:pmble tcveJi or poIlut:on in the Bay requirc~ the cevelQflmen[ of both immediate action 
and a strategic long-~erm p!oan (Of the Bay <Uld its w.atenh~d are~~ and 

WHEREAS. governmental agencies nnd f.lon-go·,·emmental organizations wQJ;"king on 
Bay and watl!rshed issues are l\ot $.ufficit:r.tly linked by ~ common \'1$:on. commitment.. and 
agrttd-upon set of goals; and 
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WHERE.AS. Rhode Ishmd's lWeI'S. including the Governof and General Asrembty. will 
bc::ncfit from the recomrm:r.datloD5 of II c~ordinated and statewide struceholder .u:iviswy process; 
:and 

WHEREAS. this advisory process will be further enhanced by tbe participation of 
representatives of 'he fede.ral government: and the governments of our neighboring states where a 
majority of the Narra$ans~[t Bay wat~$hed areas are located.. 

NOW, THEREFORE. L DONALD L Clu~CJERl, by vim.le of ~he: authority veued in 
me iU Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Pr~"'idenc:e P\a."lt:atiQn~ do hereby order as 
follows: 

I. 	 There is bt:reby e.stAblisllcd the Govemor'~ Narragansett Bay and Watershed 
Planning Commission ("Commission") (0 ndvise and make reeommenda.tions to 
the Governor and the General As.sembly for developing a !trAtegic !oog-t(:rnl plan 
for the Bay Ilnd l[! watershed that will address environmental protection, 
restora[jo~ sUS1ainabiliry. ec..:momic development. and socially equitable. use of 
resources. The Ct'lrnrnission shall also fecorm:nena to the Governor solutIons to 
$pecific short-~erm problems as identi:fi~d by the Governor. TI'IC Initial C~arge5 
atr:sched as Atl8.Chml!n[ A to this Ex~utjve Order shall guide the Comrrussion's 
initial work, wr.lth will be supplemented ilSi the Governor detemun.e~. 

2. 	 The Commission shall be comprised of approxi.lll4tely twenty (20) memben or 
more a~ (h~ discre.tion of the G,;)Vernor and ~hall be sdected and appointed by the 
Govert\Qr. It shiLl} be housed ar (he Coastal Tnstitule at the L-niversHY I)f Rhode 
Islar.d. Membership may ~ncludc repre3entaliVl:.5 from the General Assembly. 
non·pr.ofit 0 rganizurions. acaderruc institutiol'l!. industry and business 
organiz.at.ioru, cOll'UTlerciiil iUld recreAtional fishing groups, ]oc:aJ government., 
Stal.t': 01 genctes. public advocacy gro~ps ~d reprcsenwt'vcs from the federal 
gQ.... crnmem JS "' ell as from the :ove~Qt$ of Mass.achuseus iU\d Connecticut. 
Members shall serve one· year terms It\d ma.y be reappointed at the pleasure of the 
Governor. 

3. 	 The Oo.... c-rnor shall appoinl a Chairperlon wbo will serve at the pleasure of the 
Governor. 

4. 	 There ~ha.1l be estabUsl~ed a. Steering Committee comprised of the Co~sion 
Ch.wperso;,\, t.~t Dir~c{or of the DeplUtment of Environmental Managemenr. ~e 
ChairperSon of the CoastnJ Res.ource Management Counefl, !he Executive 
Dirc-c[or or ~he Economic Devl!lopmcm CorporJ.tton. aJ1d the Executive Director 
of Sa',e the Ba.y. Tr-.e Steering Commil~et:'S li.mttion shall include: 
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a.. 	 establishlng the agcc.d4 or the Commission; 
h. 	 pro\JicEng arlr.ljnistr.ltiv~ sllppon; and 
c. 	 ~oordinating the 'w\'ork of the Commission and any workgroups e.5lablished 

by the Commi!:5ion. 

5. 	 The CClJnnussion shU meet at le~t quarterly at timl!:~ designated by the Sturin, 
Committee and .shall report its findints and recommcnd&tions rtgularly in writing 
to the Go\'etnor, the Spe~c.r of the House of Representatives., and the Pre:~idcnt of 
the Se.nat~ at limes dt!sjgnate.d by the Commissjon or directed by the Governor. 

This. Ex:ccutive Order shall take effectimmediarely upon the date hereof and shall remain 
in effece until tcnninated.. 

So Ordc:ted: 

Donald L Carcien 

joj....l-j'J, 
Date 
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EXHlBIT A; Summary of Governors Initial Charges to tbe Na.rr:a-gusttt Bay aDd 
W3ttt~hed Pl3n.nlng COlD..D11nioD 

SHORT TER"i 

• 	 In 2004, srudy the fcasibUity and ~1rocture of a. Bay and Watershed Restoration Fund bond 

• 	 By March 2004, df!velop a clear, n!:ilistie ;md unified strategic work plan for protecting the 
econom.lc viability 3Ild environmental sustainability ofth.e Bay. a shared ageada for, and 
efficient alloc:~tioo ofresponsibiLities among. in·$1ate and interstate efforts by fedL!!r.l!, Slate 

nn.d local go"'~l::nts as well a:i private sector orgmlutions, including academic imtirutions 
and nongovtmmental organizations. 

• 	 By Janu.a:ry 2004. estahfuh one Dr more Strategic Ass.essmrnt Teams to identify and ~S~ 
in a proactive way, conditioIl5 tha.t can lea.d to su.ch Bay md Watershed problems u large 
scale fisb kl11s and beach closures 

• 	 By J8.ll.\lAr'Y 2004. create: a formalized Cooperative Fisherit:$ R.~earch Program with 
participation by state aQencies, the fishing industry and. academic institutions 

Il1o By Ja.n.u.uy 2004, develop a bLl5ines.s plan for a central system that colleelS. ~tores .and makes 
publiely available perti.n~t Bay and wa.tenhed data, to be implemented no later trum Januat)' 
2005 

• 	 By January 2004. develop a fulal report on low oxygen !e..~lJ and nutrient loadiDg In 
Greel!Wic.b. Bay, including targi';ts and strategy for rc::ducmgnutrienli.oading 

• 	 By March 2{J(}4, .a study on (he feasibility ofereating a Bay Island Park i)'5tcnuhat wo-uld 
t:nhance COUSeTVaQOn,. edu.c:ltion and recreation OppU!1.utILUes on me islands 'Nithin th~ Bay 
including Hope, Ptudecc:e, .and Patient:e. aDd establishing a state traDsportation system to and 
between islBlJds, that ac~.ommodat~ the nced& of the unde:rseved. pop.ulation in the urban 
arell.S. to enhance public access to and enjoymcot ofthei<e resou.rce$. 

• 	 By March 2004. develop a .mate~c plan a.w1 interaget\-c;:y agreement for a .Bay and watershed 
wide wat~ quality monitoring program 

• By Apri12004. develop :a 50trategiC plan for reduction ofnutricnt l04ding i.e Nurag,ansett Bay 

MIDTElO1 

• 	 By 2005, develop a fInal master plan for dredging and management ofd:o:dge material, 
including a 20 year plan (QT malntaining n:lvigationaJ channels and basins 

• 	 By 2005, develop a oornprthc:nsive storm water managcmeDt p~ for all commurutie1: 
bordering the Bay.a.nd i~ tribut.m:'ics 

• 	 By 2006. de"'ctop a strategic plac for res.torntion mel protection of the B~y as fish habitB! 

• 	 By 2006, a str:Heil"c pl:lh for port activity and marine transportation 

• 	 By 2006, dc'o'dop a s~gic plan for rcc::reational boaring infrasQilcture 
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LONCTERM 

Through plamring iBld coordinated c:ffcms. the goals shall be to: 

• 	 By ZO 1O. teoptn 25% of areas :now closed to swimming 

• 	 By 2Q10. reduce number and frequency ofbeach closures by sere;. 

• 	 By 201(), redw:c number ofdays sbelUlsh a..-eas 2l'e closed by 50% and reopo:J 200 acres 

• 	 By 20 to, make nutrieQt removal operational at all wastewater treatment facllities cllsch:uging 
to the Bay or jts tributaries 

• 	 By 201 S, make tbe Blackstone. Woo~u.atuckct and Wood-Pawcatuck rivr:rs. and 
GTeenwieh Bay fi6h.able ;and ~mm!lhle 

• 	 By 2015. restore &h passage 011 Blackstone, Pawruxer, Ten lIAile Blld Wood-Pawcatuck; 
open 35 river miles to anadromous fi!:h by 2007, 100 miles by 2015 

• 	 By 2020, make the Seekonk, M06hassuck, Providenee and P&WtUXtet rivers, Upper Bay and 
MouDt Hope Bay fishable and swimmable 

• 	 By 2010. protect an additional 1.500 acres ofsemitive coastal resource- areas, including 
wetlands 

• 	 Resrort: 100 acres ofco:ut.al wetlands by 2008. doullle tlw by 201 S 

• 	 Re5tore 100 acres ofrip~ biller by 2008, double thai by 1015 
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