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Limited sampling of fish from the lower Woonasquatucket River indicates the
presence of dioxin and other contaminants in fish at levels of public health concern.

Micrnbiological contamination in the river poses a potential public health hazard for
recreational use of the river.

The concentrations of dioxin and other contaminants detected in sediment from the
Woonasquatucket River do not pose a public health hazard.

The concentrations of dioxin detected in surface soils from the Lee Romano Ballfield,
the North Providence Boys and Girls Club, and the Early Years Learning Center do
not pose a public health hazard.

Elevated levels of dioxin were detected in surface soil/sediment from the wetlands
and flood plain areas around Centredale Manor. Occasional contact with these areas,
as could occur for children who walk through or play in these areas, would not pose a
significant health risk. However, if land use changes, or if frequent, prolonged
contact occurs, then exposures of health concern could result.

Recent testing of drinking water wells near Centredale Manor did not detect dioxin or
other contaminants in excess of drinking water regulations.

Recommendations
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Continue the RI DOH Fishing Advisory for the Woonasquatucket River and
disseminate the advisory to non-English speaking people.

Avoid swimming and other activities that could result in ingestion of water from the
Woonasquatucket River because of possible bacteriological contamination.

Characterize the extent of dioxin contamination around Centredale Manor and other
areas subject to deposition of contaminated river sediments.

Prevent further off-site migration of dioxin contaminated soil and sediment from the
Centredale Manor property.

Prevent access to and/or remediate surface soil dioxin concentrations that exceed
1 part per billion in residential, recreational, or other areas that could be frequently
accessed.

Implement a program of community and health professional education to provide the
public with accurate information on the risks posed by environmental contamination
and how to minimize exposures.
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Figure 1 - GIS map of Woonasquatucket River
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