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EPA ANNQUNCES DIOXIN DETAILS ANP ACTION PLAN

NORTH PROYIDENCE......The detailed results of sampling at propertics along the
Woonasquanicket River in North Providence, R, conflrtn high lavels of dioxin at three locations,
John P. DeVillars, the Environmental Protection Agency's New England Administrator announced
today at 3 meeting of community residents and public officials at the North Providence high schoal.

DeVillars alse announiced the next phase of EPA's action plan, including further sempling of the
contamninated sites, a strategy for determining future cleanup actions, and the formation of a
Manzgement Committee to guide the agency’s work in North Providence. EPA will also continue to
restrict access to the contaminated sites and staff the hotline it established Wednesday in North
Providence to respond to sitizen concetns,

“We have found high levels of diexin — not everywhere, but in enough places to warrant both
concern and prompt action. The results are not ¢euse for excessive alarm or panie, but they do call
for a very focused and aggressive response.  That is what EPA has been providing and will continue
to provide,” said DeVillars.

“We have meved quickly fo put in place precautionary measures to ingure that residents are
protected. We have also undertaken an aggrassive sampling program to further cheracterize the
extent and significance of the contamination and we have begun the steps necessary to develop an
appropriate long term remedy,” DeVillars added

DeVillars releaged the results of the sampling at a community meeting hosted today by Congressman
Patrick Kennedy and Mayor Ralph Moilis. '

The results announced today detail the specific concentrations of dioxin in 45 samples taken by EPA
last September. Earlier this week, immediately upen receiving preliminary results, EFA announced
that three locations -- Centradale Manor, the riverbank next to the Lee Romano ball field, and the
riverhank immediately upstteam of the Allendals Damn - had diexin concentrations abave EPA's
aetion Jevel of ane part per billion.

Taday's results - which have undergone an expedited quality assurance review in EPA's Kansas
City, KS, laboratory -- indicate that 14 samples taken af the three locetions had concentrations of
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dioxin ranging ftom 1.5 perts per billion to 14.2 pph. The highest concentrations were from 2
sample taken from a drainage ditch behind the Centredale Manor in an area inagcessibis to the
public. The remainder of the samples did not exceed EPA’s action 1 ppb ection level,

EPA took 20 additional soil samples Friday at Centradale Manor, the Lee Romano ball field, and the
Boys and Girls Clubs, 2 well as water samples from the private wells at the Pied Piper Nursery
School and Yacht Bottling Club. Preliminary results from the samples will be available within 10
days to two weeks, and final results in about 2 month.

DeVillats also said that beginning on Monday and extending over the next week to ten days EPA
will work with state and local officials to design and undertake a sampling plan that will address data
gaps and more thoroughly investigate the priority areas of concemn. The results of the sampling
program will be the basis for deciding appropriate remedial actions which are anticipated to
commenee this spring.

A management committee will be established by EPA to averses the sampling and remedy selection,
according to DeVillars, It will include representatives from EPA, the Rhode Island Department of
Heslth, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, the federal Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry, 2z well as fiom the community. The commumity representatives
will be appointed by Mayor Mollis and local legislators.

Since 1996 when EPA sampled fish caught in the Woonasquatucket River and discovered high
concentrations of dioxin in fish tissus, the agency has warned residents not to consurne the fish.
EPA has alsa conducted a broad public education carnpaign including bilingual signs and brochures
to wam residents against swimming and wading in the river. After receiving preliminary results this
week of sampling of fverfront properties conducted in Septamber 1998, EPA put snow fencing and
warming signs in the contaminated areas to restrict the public from having access to these areas.

DeVillars pledged that EPA would continue to work ¢losely with community leaders and residents,
as it has done since initiating fsh sampling and public health protection measures in the summer of
1596,

“There are three promises | will make to you and that you have every right to held us to,” DeVillas
told those in attendance at the high schoel.

“\We will bring the best expertise available to us from anywhers in the country to address this
problem.

"“We will gather all of the information we need as quickly as possible and we will immediately
shars it with you.

“We will deal honestly and forthrightly with every citizen in this community, You will be full
partners in all our efforts.

“I'iis is 2 complicated problem that defics quick and easy sclutions. But we are fully committed to
working with you so that together we can protect your health and restore your community,”
DeVillars said,
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WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER
EPA Sampling September 1998

-Sample Number and ., Sample T‘j‘pe | Concentration! - FEQs®
:Location © - . - | R (ppb pan&per “billion)
$8-01 Centredale Manor Soil Not Reviewed®
§8-02 Centredale Manor Soil 4.7

§5-04 Centredale Manor Sail 8.1

$5-03 Centredale Manot Sail 34

$8-05 Centradale Manot Soil ' 2.7

SD-18 near Lee Romano Sediment 8.0

Ballfield

5020 Allendale Dam Sediment 3.6

5021 Allendale Dam Sediment 4.4

5D-22 Allendale Dam Sediment 88

SD-23 Allendale Dam Sediment 103

5D-24 Allendale Dam Sediment 53

8D-25 Allendale Dam Sediment 7.8

SD-27 Centredale Manor Sadiment 1.5

$D-30 Centredsle Manor Sediment 4.8

'All data has undergone quality assurance teview in EPA’s Kansas City Laboratary, and
is under review by experts at our Quality Assurance Office in New England.

*TEQs represent 2,3,7,8 TCDD toxic equivalents for mixtures of different forms of
dioxins and furans.

1A problem with this sample analysis is still being worked out.



WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER
\ EPA Sampling September 1998

—
i

I'l‘""'"r 'l. ".:
R N | ,I

P\
=

L A

e

“Thlendale Damy

Laa Flnmarih :
Bali Fiald

No. Providence Boys & Girs
Club And Early Years
Lumlng Gantur

........




WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER
EPA Sampling September 1998

.......

e
——
~ .-
ot

{8021

-

4 Allendsle Dam] -

. Ball Fisld

.I '. ! ._I 'i 1 ':J
RN A B T
H . : III | v‘\..“, et
: - ;

i
————— e rar

|ee Romano J..-

Ne. Providence B

EnEr

0.2 Mes 3 Boi Sampis L

g & Glrls

CGluk and Early Years
Learning Center

........................... oy

.........

& Sadimant Sampis Locatcn
@ §oi Sampls Locaten




8661 Joquardes bundwes ydI
HIAIH LINONLYNOSYNOOM




T

LJ#.T J H

8661 Jaquieydes Bund

- 1
] I

1

. -_..T..,,

»

[

1

PR

I

JAIACUS

.3

HIHY

) i
o

. L} b

wes vd3

HIA 13)01. YNOSYNOOM




	dsfgd: 


