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4 Upper Dublin Homes Waterless
Foi 118 Days as Lawyers Debate

Gy IFEIT R H BINSG N ghburing  familizs bas
QOF The Bu " ial Stai’ Dov Tiea cithout water  tar] B
i r lomges,  Well

. most of the
ul the wrspship

vo caaminated, aimmica.
4 additiona) cases, wells that! One rcason why et
aopacently were poliuied by the on w slaw in

av., Upper
“how you adjust ta things.

wanan you &0l [k it bat 3o Giine lase fali are  nawlnaeduss famile - s thar

wy WLDI.‘E{:‘:LHanmn hee hug. ablE: been difficult f fin respons
al Mrs, . - ) ¢ for the problam.

band and Heycar-ld dscgiste <Month Delzy Possible | Last tali wck

have beta adjnstine m (o While Upper Dublin_ officials|jne™ alang

tast four monrhs @5 lile sithat
rupRing waler.

npw auti sgeking a so-

big sewer fin: to the Foct Wash-
prablem—very B2 nnion clementary s, whick
Their well -« . in the cesidents” view|icoenaduled ty npen i seiom-
? foliewing bl wrcas are thal walct per g1 Forr Washinglon  and
a for instabietive of 4 se- ,pay not  fun inta the "i“‘;mg?ﬂand avs, B

r line 19 a naw [laper Dublio “muses far aaotber one or twol R
entary schesl.
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Seurr Contracy

n Nches!
e sewars,

N ' wag 86 percent whits ! . ar e s¢

en 1ap b ke 0 cansus and all ol i N8 Wi Upper Dutiia  Sewer
<P N . tAutharity, created hy the staie

1ractive LT viddy are white, the section! N | of the winship, had

abavt & Ihe dry and contaminated {20 reQuest of (he wenship, ha

|contracled for ils gonsiruction,
The cantrace went 1o Slaw-Land.
1= Paving Co., Inc., of Namres
tawm,

100 percent black. Tais

s caused bad feuling.

of the Nepgro [lamilics
Upper Dbblia_ from

Pottted Water

Each weekday aff
Upper Dudbn  Tas
plove delivers [aur gall
ed waler lv

In mid-Octobsar,  Slaw-Landia

Bellairc avs., reportedly within
200 yards ot )l the houses that
later eaported demage.

. kas seen wvasl growlh
foriod, The wnshidi® gt andis official said
1 Negro Tamilies inlyay yerore the blasting began
IS g of them ¥ e Ihe company sent 3 man asmind
Jipv in Rig staninn wagen an lmljs\lur‘mt: wore s A ngnty residents. Mrs. Har
drives Lo e hame of 2 “very; P 5. |nsun 53id nobady wamed her.|
dear feiend™ in Penllyn 1+ 3t Fach owse Has Own Well - 1Mrs. Oladys C. Cowld, acling
up the jvgs. ‘. - ~ the'president of the BeHaireHigh-
The arzizuns uge e st 21 fand aw Neighborhood Ass-
- water for drinkiap amd .- - 1 Rel. cation, said she received word
and the ek : it - that *lasling was planned  but
Ing. Bathing " al it wooidn't s6act for more
it an’a month.
ctures Fall O Wallg

r A e

the Ambler Warec|

e

CANNISTER OF WATER is carsied to ler Lpper Dublin Township home by Mrs, Wilbert Harrison.
There kas been no running water in her house since blasting for a sewer-line installation last MNov, 7.

tremen- te the blasting that would makelshe said. *“Lhal's buw i's been
duus explosien, Fictures fell off jyou sick,” waid Mre, Hargisan levar siner.” -
our walla.” Immedaitely alter e elase] Other families repuried simi.
Qmher residenls camplaingd of|ing, she said, the family's &7 experienees.

cracked walls, weakened faun-{foet well became contaminated |

dations a0d damaged fircplaces.p “Then 1 turacd

-

“The ory sl weeh she

I have cra nere dug'one day and no
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‘ the end  contaminated,

Water
ot Foom Tirst Page

orey, Shaithian of the health
jtwee, 32l a plama for
ine wall be comple
3 aparoval ls golen

jreq he restdenls.
Copty sad the waler com-
s ARress (6 nav 25 per
of e cos wad the rew-

ouen déclded
the ceémalnlng

Ta lesson the cost, Corey
sid. eliorts will bo miade
“synchromze the waler line lays
i\|g with arwer cxcavations go-
Ying an in the atea,
“Calla Townshiy Kesponsihle -
| Wrs. Gladys Gould, of 620
‘Bellaire av.. ore ol the [Gur
horaes totally withoul waler,
said the lown;‘np i rosponsible
(for Ihe residents' plight
‘ au awarded the sewer cons
ract” she said. "Dmat yuu
[fcel yon 0w us semething? We
{had plenly of water. Then, the
blacting searted and we had

none.

Curcy suid he Iou certaln an
aquitable arrangement could be
warked oul,

“We have foond a3 way I
aplve this problem.” he said
“We have guarantced the wager
company that the tawashig will
be responsible, for paying far’
ftag war fne”

Neot Slulng on Hands

Thomat P. Glassmuyer, buard
iarcaiden:, detended the board'a
handliag al the warerless sizua-
ticm.

“Wa are rot sltlag onoour
hands" he said. “Nao problem
has aver received greater al-

lIEnticR. We have goiea nothing
‘bu! g publicity out of this
Prasiniv snmeane here has been:
lat " tauie.
thix
i “We know vau had waler be-
*fore the blasiing. But | dan’ r‘
ithink we will detecmine wha 15
‘at faule’uptll & court decides.”
Blasting Blamed

The gesidents contend that
the Elasting caused ke dry and
palluted wells,

Slaw-Lardis Pavhg Ca,, lac,
of Norristown, which dig tha
Blasting, daesa’t cunceds tnatl
It caused the water problems. !
¢ A company official said Ihe,
waitr lable in the arem hast
ibeen laling for vears, He said
lthe wells may have gone dry
I'ur ihat reasan slone.

We are investigating,

Hz also noted that Lhe Amb
sler Water Co. bad dug a large
well on luwer zround rear the
+Deliaire-Highland  hoanes, This
;Lurge well may have drained
(off the residenss’ water, he
{raid. !
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{Upper Dublin Pledges Relief

{To Four Wat

By JOSEPH J. MeMAHON
Of The Bultelin Staff

Relinl 8ppears on the way tr,
dons Upper Dublin families who

pave been without water tar a
meat hive nantha,

Bur che niiti—waler-is s

rd It could prove costly [0 e
i o

{amilies

Tamllies "neac ghiand

Monigemery Counly.
They will be

walter (o their orea.
Secks Walcr Line Bids

The Upper Dublin Tawnshi
Board

other
and
1Belizire wva, Fr. Washinglon,

Rl leust scveral moaths away,
our

ssessed  far
ipart of the cow of bringing the

of Cammissicners an-
Aeunced Jast nlght at lis monthly

eeling thai the townshlp is
\Joining with the Ambler Waler
ICn, 1o draw plany and =pecifica-
ltlons and 1o adver:ise for bids

erless Families !

He Install waler lines to Lhe wa-
terless homes.

Than HOMES became water-
less last Ocober during blasi
ing for Inslallalion nf @ sewer|
une lo & new Uppez Du‘ulml
elementary achool.
1+ Taur welis in the area went
«dry and auiers hecame ‘contam-
iagied.  The blesting  caused
damage (o some homes.

Since then, township employ-|
es have beep dellvering four|
gallond of bollled water each)
allernoon to the  afllicted|
nomes,

The residents, all Negroea In
an_aliest entirely white lown-
ship, feel Inat their praglem
Plhas been nlighied far racial
roASONS,

Résldentst Approvat Seught

Ont of the commissioners at
fast night's meeling, Semuel C.
Contiaked on Eagt 8, Cal 2

. thix mroa hasa't had an epide-

ells.
Eut Slaw-Landis pointed ‘ous

| that the water e in the area

had been falllng Mor yemes, 1L
argued thut the well nay have
pune dry {or that reasen alone,

An afficlal of the constructi
firm elsa poted that the Am-|
bler . Water Ca. had dug a targe
|dEEp wril on lawer ground nearl.
|(I|r Bellaire-Highland  houses.

x large well - might  hev
drained off the n.-sid:.nls war
tor, he said.

vownsnlp officials were un
(L
Cnrse Nal Proved

“Qur 2l supposition,”
faid Richard Brown, the Lown-
ship secretary, “was that blast|
Ing cavned the loss of water,
This hase'l been proven onc|
way or the ocher.””

Tha result has been an Im-
passy = apd na reliel for the
residepta, At first, the towne
ship sent around a water truck
rrorn which the briesguersd

% ware able to doaw wa-
ler.  Wilh the comiag of cold
weather, the daily deliveries of
free bollled waler wetre begun.

At 2 mecting las! Thursday,
towinship  officials  announced
Mat the eost of running water
lings (o e 40 houses  with
walls would Tange from 513,000
18 $WAN0 depending an  Lhe
amount ¢f rack enceuntercd and
olier prablems.

The Ambler Waler Co. said It
wauld pay 25 percent ol the
wost.

Lewyer Files Suit

It wue decided 1o determint
the oxact coat ta the residents.
The residents themsetves  did
nol commit themselves one way
ar anainer.  Meanwhiie, Rec-|
ghuii sail he dlready has [0}
el suil wpamsl Slaw-Landis on
behall of the residenis and |

“|ne plans 1n sue iho sownship,

"The 1owaship has been s
ting en s rear end” e swid,
"They have refuscd o wse the
siandard meana of communi-
cation,  They'Te now telling me
things | knew theee and four
months ape.®

Besides the Hacrivons, fumi.|
lies without wates are Mr. andi
Mrs. Sherman Hill, 367 High-§
| 1and av. Mrs. Aliet Gould, re-
cenlly widewed, of Beliaice av.,
and hirs. Anmig Polk, ol Higk:
land av.

On he coffee toble in Mrs.
Tlarrigun's nouse yrstarday was
B copy of “Black Rage,” by Wit
liart M. Grier and Price M.
Cobbs,  hirs, Harrisan said she,
mot the ook bocause “T'm
black wnd § projecc mysall In i)
wpes of reading.

‘Two Sews ui Rules*

OF the wuter  problem,  she
snid: “This dida't il ot g
8 Situirlion. Bul ihe sume
conrlrsics wera nat exionled o
us. Thix woukd noz kave hap.
poned in angther section. I
Huough thie grace at God L

mie or & serioys illoess.'” .
She nuied that whcn sewer
work was sel [or tac township's
Rese Valley seetion last pwonih
o0t was announced that the fuwn-
ahip would send ndividual el
lerg Lo all residems wn doys
ahead af time. And he con-
tracror was to leave hls card nr
each hmise with @ stere 10 be
used by e home owacr in
rarking where ho woated his
SEWEr e, .
o ars.” muid Mrs. Haee
risun. “thal thore are tew acts
al rules, deponding au the soc.

Lion."
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W ater _Appears Plentiful y
In Northeastern U. S. 1

NEW YORK (AP) — Another; A waitress at a Bickford’'s on
summer of plentiful waters ap-|50th Street said she didn’t serve
wears in store for the Northeast.|water unless people asked for it.
The great drought of 196166 is| ‘‘When you give people water
only a memory. - they don’t usually drink it,”" she

ir ljevels are at eor explained, “If they ask for wa-
d spring runotf ter we gladly give it fo them.”
is expected} City water officials reported
to be normal, reservoir storage normal for

Duting the drought, when the r—430 billion

| reservoirs were nearly

{|city asked r

i | sorve water unless the sustomer|was expected.

| asked for it. A casual survey] In New England, water stol-
| showe” that some still don't, but|age ranges from 87 to 150 per

g | most do. cent of average. Major reser-

il “We have always served wa- voirs are generally lower than a
8 icr,” said the ‘maitre @ at Lejyear agn, except in southermn
| pavilion. “Except during the|Vermout and central’ New|
¥ drought,” he added. Hampshire.
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Dean E%raix:m*ﬂ, , ' )
. several ﬁ&ygﬂﬂﬁm we had & long letter -
from - x1b0?t k1l ﬁicn ke ﬁﬂ%ovlhﬂﬁ hig recent week ia
ﬁarhor%xﬁﬁ.' "
Lo 3451 Finisheﬂ re&&gng an imters.
‘epving and infoemative ao » Henry Grokg and Hig
Dowsing hod b?axﬂﬂe%b RE herﬁs {15%5L), 1t delnils the
unlque ability «f Gross to deteet. undergreumﬁ water .
‘l@@aﬁiaﬂﬁ by using a forksd gtiek a5 o doweing red.s. ¢
Hre wross hmu_ds;bme warden in izing in. the Keﬁneauﬁkpogﬁ

. BRYef.

: T haé rvad this Lcﬁk sbout 15 vcvvs a 6
and it now aghﬁz interested ne Lecpuse futhlc cousiy
Csimon Lxué gl 4 doweex tocate water for hiw on Jatr-;
Iele Vils pos’h JULLET, while I wae thers to wateh o
L had never Bxown what degrec of the o7
: aaligihy indeijking water :1:3 aucedealc. {(your pras&ﬂt
p?ﬂﬁlﬂﬁi imn pjmg 216-of “his book 4 Find - ,

Laboratory Rapopit :
} ﬁepo % of findings..e-s 1{.J’mfuy'udl“ll&@fl@&ggg
Gea wobOr ity ey 1100 0
To teste salt 1T mued be abouu iéﬂ parub e M

, e T
—-k**“ hm&ﬁ* J‘%.J' o

?‘i..i.a’(}’c @1:. F,l S t_") I fiﬁb hhim-“"
M Tl ﬁh moy he determined with Nitrupine r&y&r,wh;gﬁ
you dan gotiat & nhavma Y &&n@rally g peaking wabey
which Dag & pi of 70 18 consideyred neusrals. Lﬂythiﬂg
leas Yhan 7.0 18 UO‘SJ&L”?& apid and corrBsivé, inye
thing over 7.0 oan De CONS - ‘dered on the alkellue pide
and NOB~COEYUHivE, HakuTs with & low pH, %hat i, e@nn’
siderably #ndexr 7. 0, shéuld not Te pipué ih copper. -
tobing beefiuse of 1ts corrogive qral*tiaﬁ, *Few, 1
do not sgres with the’ 1egt gentence beoo cade s our waley
pere has a pi of aboul 4.5 . we’ hhvb 0 nad. any”émr«
ryeive provlews in oy cegaﬁr pipes tﬁ,ayagt 13
- yeurs. ' '

_i think bhe govs LJI‘””¢470ﬂ’W131 Eu of
ingerest to Dedl you znd Albers, L aw 3 *iﬁg bzm .
c¢opy of uhi& lLethers
- Ruth saw %ha doeter on the 21 ;n
setigtied Tith her, sordition, Zuve her o
nedication wnd wanbe o see her agsln o
- Guy ﬁimnﬂ for Maine, Lered

indafinates
' ﬂaVu yaﬁ baun able te et Lelp

ox the lﬁ*dﬁd.ne do not wani you be woyk ther
ning th;‘ f dgoyeu bath in gcaa a&agﬁ

1 remuaili,
: “1n6kﬁtlj gour frid

HAow is 5i4%
cony te Aslbert.
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4 Upper Dublin Homes Waterless
For 118 Days as Lawyers Debate

By PETER H, BINZEN
Of The Bulietin Staff

“Its amazing,”” swid Mes, Wil-
berl Harrisom, of 6M Belaice
av., Upper  Dublin Towashin,
“how you adjust lo things.
mean you don't like it but you
Loy lg adjust.”

Whar Mrz. Harrison, her hus-
band end Llycar<ald daughler
have been adjustiar to [0y the
Tast four months is lite without.
Tunning waler.

Their well want dry last Nov,
7 talloWing blasting 100 yards
away for msrallatica of a_ sew.
ar line to & naw Upper Dublin
clementary  schoal.

Since then, not a drop of wat-
er has trickled from the kitch-|
en tap in the  Harrisans® at-
iraclive two-siory frame house
about ‘& half-mile from  the|
Highland av. exit of the Route
M Coxpressway,

Boliled Water

Each weekday altermoon an|
Upper  Dubkin  Township eme
ploye delivers four gallons of
bettled water lo the Harcisgns'
ek door,- And every might
Harrisog, an Intemal  Revenue
Service warker in Fhiladelphig,|
u\nm: Iwo big pl “waier

to his statian wagop and
d:wc; ta Lthe home of o ™
deer frien Penliyn ta.fill
up the jugs.

The Harzisons uze the boltlod
water for drinking and coaking

i the Penllyn water fot wash-

Iyears,

Three  neighburing  families
have been withaul water  for
just as lang a¢ tonger,  Wells
at five uth:r houses in the sec-
tipr. are cantaminated. [n about|
len additionat cases, wells that

I ipparently werc palluted by the

hasting
usable.
2hlonth Deldy Possible

While Upper Dublin officials|;
ars now acrively seeking o So-
lution o the pmbl:m—very be-
latedly 30, In the rasidents view
—the. changes are that. water
may mei run into the nina
hauses for anather one ar twa
months at least,

Although Upper Dublin's pop-|
ulatlon was 85 percenl while in
the 1960 census and all ef its
ofticials are whue, the section
with the dry ard contamioated
wtlls s W0 percent black, Tils
Tact has caused bad loaling.

Most of tke Negro Mamilies.
moved to Upper Duhdin  from
Philadelphia within the last 26
"ipper Dublin, a grean
subuch bewween Abington and
Ambler, has seen wasl growth
n Ut period.  The lownship
countad 804 Negro families in|
1350, and many of them ware
middle-class allice warkers and| |

last  fall ara  naw

ery | Protessianals.

Each House Has Own Well

In the  suclion whers  the.
blusting cceurred are  just, 31
bouses on Highland and Oall-
aire avs. They are neatly kep|

Lhmg and sanitary facik

Jt.'ms “way, they ha\e ;ur-‘
L& waterless days.

and silvated on large tots, They|
‘appear 10 have cost from 15,
000 to upwards of 525,000. They
wire built individually and cach

~ Thurs,

PHILADELPHIA
day, March &, 1960

has ils gwn well !

Ey conlrast, mast af the re-
mainder of Ihe township s
Zerved by Ihe Ambler Water|
Ca.

One reason wiiy relief has
bezn so slow in cominp tn the
waterless famllies is thil it hus
been difficuit 1 fix responsibil-
ity for the problem.

Tast fall wark was proceed-
ing along Highland av. oo 2
g sewar lina to the Fort Was!
ington elemontary ychoal, which|
s stheduled o open In Seplem-
ber at Fort Washington and
Highiand avs.

Sewer Conteact

The Upper Dublin  Schoal
Board ad asked far the sewers
and the Upger Dublin  Sewar
Authority, created by the state
jon request of tfie owaship, had|
conuacted for ils canstruction.
The contract wend Io Slaw-Land
is Paving Ca., Inc, of Horzis-
tawn,

In midOclober, Slaw-Landis
stacted blasting ai Highland and
Bellalre aws,. repoctedly within|

luter ‘reported damage,
A Slaw-Landis official sald
th.r; COMpaNY Sent 4 mEn araunt
stsidents, Mrs. Har-
son said nahody warned her.
Mrs Gdys C. Gould, acting

200 yards of all the houes that

that befare the blasting began| .

CANNISTER OF WATER i is cardied to her Upper Dublin Township home by Mrs. Wilbert Harrison.
There has been no running water in her house since blasting for o sewer-line installation last Nov. 7.

presideat af the High
land av. Nelghharhood Asw
ciation, gald she receiived word
that " lasting was planned but|
that it wouldn't start for more
than "= manth.

Ficlures Fall Q) Wills

said, “thers was this tremen-lg the bla:
dous explosion, Pictures talt off |you sic
our walls." ) Immedailely after Ihe blast|
Glher residents complained of | ing, she sald,’ the family's Bi-ad
cracked ‘walls, weakened foun-|faot well became contamimated.|
ations and damaged fircplaces | “Then T fuoned on the, spigat

g thal wauld make|she sald, "'er; how iU's been
said Mrs. Harrlson.|ever since.’
Other fami

I expEriences.

“"The very next week," she,

“1 have cracks-in here due'one day and nothing cama out™




13 1_“
Cominisgloner
puriced |nst'night-at'{Ls mpnithly
ceting . that . the : townshilp 13
Haining with the Ambler-.Wate
“4|Ce, to'draw flans end-speclfica-|
¥ d ip agvertls

pproval ‘Soupht ]
One of tha-commlssioners at

fzst night's -meeting, Samuef C.[
Conliived-on-Pags 58, Col 2./

I appeags,

préawr s
& have  gailen fathlng

goad wEe: -
[, A cpmpeny. afficial said ‘the
Wetet.table. in e -aree. hes.
been talllng for yeaes- He said
the - wells"may Heve goné dry
for that teasod alape. P
i He alsa moted that.tha Amb
Iler Water Co. bad_dug a-largs
|| &l an- lowér grounid azac the
| Bellaire-Highland _homes. This
liecet well may ‘have draineg
iulsd the residenis’ water, he
Slamid, .

s " sald Mes, ’
if Msum, “thap there.are g Iz:lrs .

& aL;y}cs, depending on e x!n-i'

ti

|
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a few wor-ds fr-om the well dmller-s

president

to the editor:

There was an act to “Regulate the Drilling of Wells
and Instaliation of Pumps” submitted last year to the
104th Legislature. It was “‘indefinitely postponed”
because the Legislature felt it was “not essentnal” at
that time.

If the 105th Legislature decides to be more consistent
in their approach to environmental pallution in 1971,
then perhaps the road salt-water supply problem might
in part be solved.

This bill provided uniform construction standards
for drilled wells, aquifer protection from abandoned
wells, and minimum distances from sources of pollution.

Maine Times (Jan. 16) published a most interesting
article on road salt and wells. The material was provided
by Professor Frederick E. Hutchinson of the Univeristy of
Maine. Professor Hutchinson did a survey of water wells
durmg the period between July 1965 and June 1969 and
in addition to wells, covered nvers and roadside vegeta-
tion.

His research team made semi-annual tests of 100
- wells selected at random within different parts of the
state. The wells were within 60 feet of the highway and

25 percent of those surveyed were found polluted.
Considered unfit for human consumption by U.S. Bureau
of Health standards

The article failed to mention that more than half of
the wells surveyed were drilled wells and more than half
of the polluted wells were surface wells, This essen-
tially means that there is far less probability of a drilled
weil becoming polluted than of a surface well. :

B

Let me at this point differentiate between surface
wells and drilled wells.

Surface wells generally are from 5 feet to 25 feet
deep. They depend on local sources to replenish them-
selves,

The water in them is usually surface water and is accord—
ingly much more susceptible to pollution.

They can be recently constructed or 150 years old,
but in all probability they share a similar distinction. They
were not constructed in such a manner as to insure
against pollution of any kind.

On the other hand, a drilled well is usually from 40°
to 200° deep. Oceasionally circumstances and conditions
warrant deeper wells, even to the depth of 1000 feet
or more.

The water in a drilled well ocours in water-bearing
zones (or aquifers) far below the surface of the ground.
Most often a fissure, seam ot bedding plane will yield the
water supply for the well. Some drilled weills are com-
pleted in gravel zones rather than in ihe bedrock.

In either case the quality of the water is usually
superiot to that of its surface neighbor; in addition it
has; in most cases, the additional characteristies of
superior abundance and stability. The drilled well mlght

“be brand new or around 60 years old.
Regardless of when it was drilled, this type of well is also

susceptible to pollution if the well casing is not placed
far enough into the bedrock or gravel aquifer or if a
seal at this point is not accomplished.

About a dozen yeats ago a revolution in the water well
industry took place in Maine. High speed drills came
onto the scene, This equipment could drill more wells,
penetrate the ground faster and do a better job, if the

operator cared to. From that time on the trend has been
for better workmanship, better service and above all a
more responsible contractor.

This state has seen the water well industry experience
a transition from heing a relatively small business to a
multi-miliion dollar industry, constructing thousands of
water wells each year. The state also has a trade organiza-
tion called The Water Well Drillers Association of Maine.

Although the trend within the industry has been
for more conservation minded practices, there still
remains a segment which chooses to ignore such matters.
Legislation would foree these people to clean up their
operatlon

Regardless of equipment used, a competent workman-
can drilt a well 10 feet from a salt pile and get good water.
It merely involves placing the casing deeper into the
ground and sealing it properly.

Again, legislation could make this mandatory. This
would make for better and safer wells and minimize

the road salt problem.

The efforts of peopie such as Professor Hutchinson
and the combined efforts of Maine’s water well con-
tractors have, heretofore, failed to impress the 1eglslature
At this point, I feel the only way to motivate them is
through public awareness of the issue. This is my purpose
in.writing. Thank you, Maine Tlmes .

George Palmer, President

WWDA of Maine

. Water Well Drillers Assn.

63 Elm St., Topsham



WATER -

Click here to view part 5

Easton Wells' siphaned of f

. Six Easton families whose wells have been depleted -
by nearby drilling for Maine Sugar Industries are seeking
redress through legal avenues or negotiation. Neither
course has been-successful so far. :

Four wells, ranging from 30 to 70 feet deep, went dry
when the Vahlsing.owned MSI began pumping from two
newly-drilled 200-foot wells to serve the beet processing
plant. The affected families live across from the plant on
property that is almost completely surrounded by MSI
‘holdings and within a few hundred feet of the new deep
wells, ‘

One of the fathilies affected are the HienryﬁJohnstons
and their four children, whose 30-foot well was the
first to go dry, two weeks ago.

They have appealed to the State attorney general,
the towh of Easton, to Pine Tree Legal Society and 2
private attorney and have been told they have no leg'a}
grounds fdr a suit, because no law has been broken. lfme
Tree Legal is still investigating,.and has set up a meeting
with the faniilies for Monday.- '

“dﬁr‘ oniyl-hope," Mrs. Johnston said, “is for an
agreement with MSI'to get water from its new supply.
“We're willing to pay for it, but they won’t even talk
to us.” ’ :

The company has supplied each house with a small
tank and enough water to flush toilets and a smakt-
amount for drinking. There is not enough for baths or
clothes washing, however.

If the company cannot be persuaded to give or sell
an adequate water supply to the six families, the pros-
pects for other solutions are bleak. The two MSI wells

- now operating are pumping out some 200 gallons a

" minute and have drained an area extending 400 feet

from the site. At least one other well is now being
drilled.

Mrs. Johnson considers drilling new private wells
futile in the face of that competition. The cost of going
deep enough to the lowered water table would be
prohibitive. -

They have c-ons'gdered going in together and starting
a water conipany of their own, but that, too, would be
expensive and possibly futile. '

- The town of Easton has no mlmicipal water system,
~ and ne plans to install one. Town officials say there is
nothing they can do to help. .

That leaves the irregular deliveries of water from .
MSI to the small tanks and dependence on friends out-
side the depleted area. - )

Inaddition to the Johnstons, families dependent
on this day-to-day serounging for water are Mrs.
Estella Carney, an 80-year-old widow and her widowed -
daughter, Mrs. Phyllis DeMerchant, who share a well;
the Rupert Langleys and Harold Crays, who share
another, and Mrs. Charles Gardiner, a school teacher.

Maine Times, Friday, November 7, 1969 b

When Maine Times talked to some of the families last

Things are looking brighter on Station Road in Easton,
to their plight. But such was not the case; on the same day

WATER
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families, all went dry after the company began pumping

ened for families along the road. The wells, serving six
from its-own new deep wells last month,.

where Maine Sugar Industries is having four wells deep-
plant manager George M. Philbrick met with Rupert

. Langley, whose well was one of the first {o go dry, and
-promised tio.have the Station Rd. wells drilled to the

lowered water table, Work began Monday:

looking brighter

“week, there wis a feeling that the company was indifferent -

i
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