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       November 5, 2018 

 

Mr. Newton W. Tedder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Mail Code OEP06-4 
Boston, MA  02109-3912 
 

Re: Notice of Intent (NOI) for EPA Stormwater Permit 

 NPDES PERMIT ID: MAR041194 

 

Dear Mr. Tedder: 

 

Recently you requested supplemental information to our original filing for the Notice of Intent 
for Dracut’s Stormwater Permit.  As the drop down menus of the EPA format are not allowing us 
to insert our preferred language into the permit, we are offering the supplemental information in 
letter format. 

The following information is offered: 

1. ESA Eligibility:  The Town’s planned discharge activities will not adversely affect 
endangered species.  Using the USFW IPac process, no critical habitats were found in the 
Town of Dracut for a threatened species, the Northern long-eared bat; 
 

2. Public Education MCM:  Education programs, measurable goals and dates for messaging: 
The Town of Dracut is required to contact residential, commercial and industrial property 
owners as well as developers and provide educational information relative to stormwater 
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management.  The Town will be using Think Blue Massachusetts educational tools, 
which have been generated by the Massachusetts Statewide Municipal Stormwater 
Coalition, as well as develop workshops on stormwater pollution prevention and 
mitigation measures, such as rain gardens, rain barrels, contained stormwater systems 
(such as Cultec and Vortech systems), and programs on fertilizer use, composting and 
other actions that may lessen or prevent stormwater pollution.  Educational literature and 
programming is anticipated twice a year, with additional literature on pet wastes and 
commercial and industrial wastes. The metric for measurement of success for these 
efforts would be stormwater testing to determine if pollution levels have decreased, as 
well as increased efforts in using stormwater systems (rain gardens, rain barrels, 
contained stormwater systems, etc). 
 
In addition to written materials on stormwater pollution and water conservation, Dracut 
has several active radio stations which cater to Dracut residents.  Each week talk shows 
are aired on various current topics facing the community.  It is anticipated that an annual 
radio show will be aired to address stormwater pollution, water conservation and other 
related issues. 
 
It is also anticipated that there will be a public educational program on stormwater 
pollution and water conservation in the Dracut School system. Whether first or second 
graders to high school students, age appropriate programs will be introduced annually in 
the science and art classes to educate Dracut’s school children on the issues of 
stormwater pollution and how they can act to lessen the pollution.  We are anticipating 
catch basin stenciling programs and other measures to continue the education programs. 
 
One challenge unique to Dracut may be in working with the agricultural community on 
containment of agricultural wastes, which may be related to the stormwater impairment 
of E Coli. Dracut is a right to farm community and has historically generated crops for 
the Lowell and Boston food markets.  Today is no exception, with hay and various other 
vegetable and fruit crops being sold in Boston and Lowell, as well as locally.  Many of 
the Town’s active farms are close to or within stream areas that eventually feed into the 
Merrimack River.   Dracut’s stormwater consultants and staff will work with the newly 
created Agricultural Commission on development of Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
procedures and methods of addressing animal waste run-off in an effort to minimize the 
impacts to streams in the areas of farm fields.  The metric for measurement of success for 
this action would be outfall testing to see if E Coli levels have decreased. 
 

3. TMDLs:  Total Maximum Daily Loads are not applicable to the Town of Dracut. 
 

4. Impairments:  In addition to the E Coli impairment, Dracut’s waters are impaired by 
Phosphorus.  The Town plans to follow the requirements of Appendix H, Part II to 
address Phosphorus impairment.  The Town will follow the requirements of Appendix H, 
Part III for all discharges to waterbodies impaired with E Coli.   
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5. Also attached is the original electronic form with the original NOI. 

 

I thank you for the opportunity to supplement the Town of Dracut’s NOI application form.  My 
staff and I look forward to working with you and Fred Civian at MassDEP on this project.  In the 
meantime, if you have any further questions or comments, please contact Elizabeth Ware of my 
staff at 978-453-4557 or eware@dracutma.gov or me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James A. Duggan 

Town Manager 

Town of Dracut, MA. 

 

CC: Fred Civian, Mass DEP 

 Elizabeth Ware, Dracut Community Development 

mailto:eware@dracutma.gov

