






































Notice of Intent (N01) for coverage under Small MS4 General Permit p ^ ^^
PartV: Certification

/ certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in

accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel property gather and evaluate the information

submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible
for gathering the information, I certify that the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true,

accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the

possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Name:

Signature:

v̂^ 4^^^ Title:

Date:

1^^ /^^i^-

[To be signed according to Appendix B, fib^bragmph 8.11, Standard Conditions]

Note: When prompted during signing, save the document under a new file name



Final September 27, 2018 

 

City of Cambridge, MA M4 Permit Notice of Intent Eligibility Screenings Documentation  

As a part of compliance with the Massachusetts MS4 General Permit, permittees are required to 
perform screenings to assess discharge impacts on both federally listed endangered species and 
historic properties. This memorandum is meant to formally document the steps taken by the City 
of Cambridge in certifying which eligibility criteria can be applied for both the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) and National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Determinations.  

Following MS4 Permit Appendices C and D, respectively, for the ESA and NHPA Determinations, 
respectively, the City of Cambridge can certify the following: 

1. Cambridge certifies under Criterion C for the Endangered Species Act screening; 
2. Cambridge certifies under Criterion C for the National Historical Preservation Act 

screening. 

Since previous MS4 Permit became effective in 2003, the City of Cambridge has created or 
accepted three new stormwater outfalls: Western Avenue, the Alewife Stormwater Wetland, and 
Binney Street. These outfalls were created as part of larger projects, and therefore each 
underwent extensive permitting processes involving review under the Massachusetts 
Endangered Species Act and the MassHistoric Project Notification process with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). Based on compliance with these permitting processes, it is our 
determination that these activities did not adversely impact either any federally listed endangered 
species or any national historic properties, as certified below. The Alewife Stormwater Wetland 
was covered under the Construction General Permit, while the other two outfalls underwent permit 
review at the state and local level. Any new structural BMP activity moving forward under the new 
MS4 General Permit term will follow the same permitting process and be assessed accordingly 
to comply with the criterion identified. Additional detail is provided below. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT DETERMINATION 

The ESA determination requires permittees to use the resources provided in the Information, 
Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) online mapping tool to assess endangered and threatened 
species within the permit area. Cambridge mapped the city extents to determine which federally 
listed endangered species are listed in the area. The results from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife IPaC 
system indicated that Cambridge’s MS4 area contains habitat for the Northern Long-eared Bat. 
See below for IPaC results and a Massachusetts NHESP Habitats map from the MassGIS Oliver 
map viewer. Using the ESA Eligibility criteria as referenced in Appendix C of the MA Small MS4 
General Permit, Cambridge falls under criterion C, as follows: 

• Although federally listed endangered species (Northern long eared bat) are present in the 
permit coverage area, stormwater structures installed since 2003 were created as a part 
of larger projects, which underwent extensive permitting processes involving review under 
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA). Based on compliance with MESA, 
these projects had no effect on the listed species.  

• Cambridge certifies that during the course of the new Permit term, if new structural BMPs 
are planned, endangered species review will be conducted to ensure no effect on federally 
listed species.  If any new activity is deemed “may affect” or is “not likely to affect” federally 
listed species or critical habitat the City of Cambridge will contact the USFWS.   

Documentation of ESA eligibility will consist of the following, in accordance with Permit Appendix 
C: 



• A dated copy of EPA concurrence with the above will consist of the issuance of the Permit. 
This will be included as documentation in the City’s written Stormwater Management 
Program Plan. 

 

 
Figure 1. IPaC Screening - Northern Long-eared Bat in Cambridge 



 
Figure 2. National Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) priority habitats for rare 

species (yellow) for Cambridge (Source: MassGIS) 

 



NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT DETERMINATION 

The City of Cambridge also completed an eligibility screening through the National Registry of 
Historical Places. The map below shows the spatial location of historic properties (shown in 
brown), which was last updated in 2014. Since the most recent addition to the National Registry 
for Cambridge was in 2005, this data is current.  

 
Figure 3. Historical Places in Cambridge (Source: Cambridge Historical Commission National 

Register Map) 

Much of the land abutting the Charles River is listed in the National Registry, and the City of 
Cambridge is planning to create new outfalls in these areas in the coming years.  While 
Cambridge was previously covered under the 2003 permit, the City’s plans for creating new 
outfalls in this area qualifies it for Criterion C, using the eligibility criteria in Appendix D as follows: 

• Stormwater outfalls created since 2003 have undergone the MassHistoric Project 
Notification process with the SHPO.  Based on this process, these projects had no related 
activities with adverse discharge effects on historic properties. 

• Cambridge certifies that during the course of the new Permit term, if new structural BMPs 
with potential discharge related activities are planned, the City will provide Project 
Notification to the SHPO and comply with any measures required to prevent or mitigate 
any adverse discharge effects on historic properties. 

Documentation of NHPA eligibility will consist of the following, in accordance with Permit Appendix 
D: 

• A dated copy of EPA concurrence with the above will consist of the issuance of the Permit. 
This will be included as documentation in the City’s written Stormwater Management 
Program Plan. 

https://www.cambridgema.gov/historic/districtsHistoricProperties/nationalregister/nrmap
https://www.cambridgema.gov/historic/districtsHistoricProperties/nationalregister/nrmap
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