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What action is EPA taking?

EPA has proposed a new draft permit, known as the “North Coastal Small Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer System (MS4) General Permit,” which updates pollution control measures to help control
excessive pollution from stormwater runoff. The draft permit would apply to 84 communities in
eastern Massachusetts.

Where would this draft permit be in effect?

The draft permit would apply to 84 communities in eastern Massachusetts, in the watersheds of the
Charles River, Neponset River and the Shawsheen River. When finalized, the permit will apply to
communities in a geographic area north to Newbury and Gloucester, west to Wilmington and south
to Weymouth. A complete list of communities is below.

What will the new draft permit require?

The draft MS4 permit would require communities to continue to implement stormwater management
programs already in place that are designed to reduce pollutants discharged from municipal storm
systems to rivers, lakes and bays. The new permit builds upon work the communities started under
the previous MS4 permit, issued in 2003. The proposed permit includes “best management
practices” such as removing illegal sewage connections to storm systems, street sweeping, public
education and steps to expand the infiltration of stormwater rather than diverting stormwater into
sewer systems. These measures will help prevent water pollution caused by stormwater in
Massachusetts.

Why is stormwater pollution a problem?

Stormwater pollution is a leading cause of surface water quality impairments in Massachusetts.
Stormwater carries elevated levels of nutrients, pathogenic bacteria and other pollutants. The draft
permit is designed specifically to reduce elevated levels of phosphorus in the the Charles River and
pathogens in the Charles River, Neponset River and the Shawsheen River. Phosphorus and other
nutrients are a major source of water quality degradation and ecological impairment.

Why is EPA taking this action now?

The federal Clean Water Act requires that EPA reissue these permits every five years to ensure that
they continue to protect the country’s waters and the environment. The previous permit was issued
in 2003.

How can | comment on the draft MS4 General Permit?



EPA is seeking public review and comment on the draft MS4 permit until March 31, 2010. EPA will
also hold a public meeting and hearing on the draft permit on March 18 at 9:00 a.m. in the Thomas
P. O’ Neil Federal Building, 10 Causeway Street, Boston Mass. Following consideration of public
comments, a final permit should be available later in 2010.

Where can | get more information?
Further information, including a copy of the draft permit, a summary of its requirements, and

information on the public comment period and the public hearing is available at:
http://www.epa.gov/region01/npdes/stormwater.

List of 84 Communities covered under the North Coastal Small Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer System (MS4) General Permit

1. Arlington 43. Millis

2. Ashland 44. Milton

3. Bellingham 45. Nahant

4. Belmont 46. Natick

5. Beverly 47. Needham
6. Boxford 48. Newbury
7. Braintree 49. Newton

8. Brookline 50. Norfolk

9. Cambridge 51. North Andover
10. Canton 52. North Reading
11. Chelsea 53. Norwood
12. Danvers 54. Peabody
13. Dedham 55. Quincy

14. Dover 56. Randolph
15. Essex 57. Reading
16. Everett 58. Revere

17. Foxborough 59. Rockport
18. Franklin 60. Rowley

19. Georgetown 61. Salem

20. Gloucester 62. Saugus
21. Hamilton 63. Sharon

22. Hingham 64. Sherborn
23. Holbrook 65. Somerville
24. Holliston 66. Stoneham
25. Hopedale 67. Stoughton
26. Hopkinton 68. Swampscott
27. Hull 69. Topsfield
28. Ipswich 70. Wakefield
29. Lexington 71. Walpole
30. Lincoln 72. Waltham
31. Lynn 73. Watertown
32. Lynnfield 74. Wayland
33. Malden 75. Wellesley
34. Manchester by the Sea 76. Wenham
35. Marblehead 77. Weston
36. Medfield 78. Westwood
37. Medford 79. Weymouth
38. Medway 80. Wilmington
39. Melrose 81. Winchester
40. Mendon 82. Winthrop
41. Middleton 83. Woburn
42. Milford 84. Wrentham
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