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Municipality/Organization: Town of Amherst, NH

EPA NPDES Permit Number: NHR41001

MaDEP Transmittal Number:

Annual Report Number
& Reporting Period: No. 5: March 03-May 09

NPDES PII Small MS4 General Permit
Annual Report

Part I. General Information

Contact Person: Bruce W. Berr Title: Director of Public Works

Telephone #: (603) 673-2317 X 204 Email: bberr(famherstnh.gov

Certification:

I certify under penalty oflaw that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, tre, accurate

and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Signature:

" -;; 

;J /

Printed Name: Gary MacGuire

Title: Town Administrator

Date:
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Self- A
ssessm

ent

, (a) 2004 - T
he T

ow
n of A

m
herst has had a slow

 start addressing the requirem
ents ofS

tonn W
ater II. T

he first initial year w
as spent attending m

eetings and trying to get a handle understanding the com
plete process. W

e
are com

m
itted to these requirem

ents and regulations and I w
as delighted to find during the review

 phase by our consulting engineers that inform
ation posted in the Public W

orks section of the tow
n w

ebpage
unintentionally included educational inform

ation addressing Storm
w

ater II. W
e have a long w

ays to go and w
e w

il stay the course. L
im

ited volunteerism
, and resources m

ay require us to rethink our strategies , but the

tim
etable subm

itted in our perm
it package is doable. W

e anticipate a local cable channel to be up and running by sum
m

er of 2
0
0
4
.
 
T
h
i
s
 w

il becom
e a valuable resource for spreading the w

ord.

2005- V
ery active Storm

w
ater II com

m
ittee m

eets m
onthly. O

ur chairperson has posted m
any Storm

w
ater II links to the tow

n w
eb page.

2006- C
om

m
ittee chairperson has authored a num

ber of articles for our local new
spaper covering such topics as the sins of vehicle w

ashing, over fertilizing of law
ns , etc.

2007 - A
fterm

eetings w
ith T

ow
n A

ttorney, and soliciting public input , A
m

erst's Storm
w

ater R
egulation w

as adoption by both the B
oard of H

ealth and Planning B
oard.

2008 - T
he com

m
ittee continues to educate both residents and contractors through printed articles and the tow

n
s com

m
unity access channel and T

ow
n Storm

w
ater W

ebpage.

2009 - Storm
w

ater interns developed an educational Storm
w

ater brochure , checked all G
PS m

apping of culverts , catch basins
, and outfa11s. C

reated a G
IS

 show
ing locations of all inlets and catch basins , checked for

ilicit discharges.

,
 
(
b
)
 

B
est M

anagem
ent Practices

are under review
 by our Planning B

oard. M
ore tim

e js required to determ
ine appropriate necessary actions and areas of responsibility by various deparm

ents.

2004 - In house im
provem

ents on tow
n w

inter m
aintenance equipm

ent such as groundspeed controls , liquid calcium
 system

s (that low
er the m

elting tem
perature of salt and using less product), ground and air

tem
perature sensing equipm

ent m
ounted on vehicles , all for m

ore appropriate w
inter m

aintenance w
ith a goal tow

ards less pollution by w
inter m

aintenance products.

2005 -W
e continue to educate our P

l
a
n
i
n
g
 
b
o
a
r
d
 
o
n
 the necessity to form

ulate rules and regulations. Public W
orks is in its second year using m

agnesium
 chloride/leftover m

ash of alcohol distileries. T
he voters

authorized purchase of a second liquid deicing system
 for the 05- 06 budget cycle.

2006 - In conjunction w
ith school and civic groups the tow

n has assisted in roadside cleanups. V
oters approved a salt/sand storage facility w

hose layout w
il further m

inim
ize residue runoff. W

e continue our annual
street sw

eeping and catch basin cleaning. D
PW

 inspects erosion control system
s for new

 public and private road construction. T
he T

ow
n of A

m
erst em

ploys tw
o licensed pesticide supervisors in different deparm

ents
overseeing fertilizer and pesticide controls for the tow

n and three school districts. W
e are assisted w

ith soil analysis at the U
niversity of N

ew
 H

am
pshire. A

m
erst voters supported Phase II ofthe B

aboosic L
ake Septic

program
 adding as m

any as tw
enty additional users to the eleven already on the system

. Interns com
pleted m

apping outfalls and receiving w
aters. Follow

-up w
i
l
 
t
a
k
e
 
p
l
a
c
e
 this year along w

ith dry w
eather screening.

2007 - Public W
orks is in it's forth year of m

agnesium
 chloride/leftover m

ash of alcohol distileries
, the area of use has been w

idened. W
e are up to seven trucks w

ith onboard liquid calcium
 chloride (w

hich
im

proves/m
inim

izes salt usage below
 20 degrees) system

s and five spreader trucks w
ith groundspeed controls. T

w
o replacem

ent trucks approved by the voters this year w
i
l
 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
 groundspeed and calcium

 system
s

bringing the total to nine. A
lm

ost every w
inter m

aintenance vehicle is now
 equipped w

ith ground/air tem
perature sensing equipm

ent. A
dditiO

lial m
onies are in the operating budget to sw

eep roads expanding our pickup
sw

eeping thus reducing w
asted sand pollution into fish spaw

ning areas. D
uring the previous latesllm

m
er , interns developed, designed , and installed m

arkers at three quarters of our catchbasins.

2008 - T
he tow

n approved a road repair budget increase sufficiently to place D
PW

 on a ten year road m
aintenance s

c
h
e
d
u
l
e
.
 
P
r
o
p
e
r
 
h
o
r
i
z
o
n
t
a
l
 
a
l
i
g
n
e
n
t
 
a
n
d
 cross slope uses less w

inter road chem
icals. T

he practice of
c
l
e
a
n
i
n
g
 
c
a
t
c
h
 

asins and rem
oving w

inter sand from
 roads is supported and continues. Sum

m
er activities for our interns w

i
l
 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
 rem

arking of catch basins and stream
 w

ater review
s.

2009 - A
ll catchbasins w

ere cleaned the previous sum
m

er and a portion of roads w
ere sw

ept. T
he 2008- 09 w

inter w
e sw

itched from
 liquid calcium

 chloride to liquid m
agnesium

 chloride.

,
 
(
c
)
 

A
chieving our first year goals , becam

e m
ore challenging w

hile tryng to understand the process. T
his w

il im
pact our five year plan and necessitate a tighter tim

efram
e. T

he Planning B
oard , M

aster Plan revision is
underw

ay w
ith a goal of adopting it after hearings in 2007. T

he tow
n is going through a reevaluation of the Z

oning and P
lannng D

epartm
ent w

ith a goal of increase tim
e tow

ards C
ode E

nforcem
ent w

ith sites on site
plan com

pliance and review
 and support Storm

w
ater Phase II.

2005 - T
he process of developing and im

plem
enting rules and regulations covering pre and post construction activities are going a little slow

er then originally anticipated. T
he Storm

w
ater II C

om
m

ittee has m
ade this

their num
ber one priority for the upcom

ing year.
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T
his is in progress now

H
andout brochures

Som
e brochures built out of

E
ducation brochures

E
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E
ducational brochures

S
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ater interns

B
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&
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ttee is
intially

reprints from
 new

s articles
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P
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p
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i
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R

egional
5 R
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m
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m
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Post- D
evelopm

ent S
torm

w
ater M

anagem
ent

E
stim

ated percentage of developm
ent/redevelopm

ent projects adequately regulated
50%

75%
75%

100%

for post-construction S
torm

w
ater control

S
ite inspections com

pleted
50%

75%
M

unicipal rules and
R

egular inspections take
Inspections are conducted

Presently regulated through
regulations passed w

ithin
place on all construction

regularly by tow
n

State site specific as required
the last tw

o m
onths

si tes
em

ployees and contracted

by N
H

D
E

S. T
ow

n authority
regular inspections have

e
n
g
i
n
e
e
r
i
n
g
 
f
i
r
m

lim
ited until regulation in

. already started.
place

E
stim

ated volum
e of Storm

w
ater recharged

O
perations and M

aintenance

2003
2004

2005
2006

2007
M

ay 2007 - M
ay 2008

2008/09

A
verage frequency of catch basin cleaning (non-com

m
ercial/non-

tim
e/yr

!tim
e/yr

tim
e/yr

1 tim
e /yr

1
 
t
i
m
e
 

1 tim
e per year usually in July

O
ne tim

e per year , anually

a
r
t
e
r
i
a
l
 
s
t
r
e
e
t
s
)

in July

A
verage frequency of catch basin cleaning (com

m
ercial/arterial or

tim
e/yr

tim
e/yr

tim
e/yr

1 tim
e/ yr

1 tim
e / year

1 tim
e per year usually in July

A
ll cleaned July of 09

other critical streets)
T

otal num
ber of structures cleaned

340
345

355
360

360
360

365

Storm
 drain cleaned

5
0
0
 
L
F
.

200 LF
200L

F
200 LF

000 LF

Q
ty. of screenings/debris rem

oved from
 storm

 sew
er infrastructure

220 yards
240 yards

210 yards estim
ated

200 yards estim
ated

200 yards estim
ated

220 cu yards estim
ated

200 yards est.
est

est.

D
isposal or use of sw

eepings (landfill , PO
T

W
, com

post , recycle
recycle

recycle
recycle

R
ecycle

R
ecycle

R
ecycle

for sand
, beneficial use , etc.

C
ost of screenings disposal

$15
000 .

.
 
2
0
0
3

2004
2005 .

2006
2007

M
ay 2007- M

ay 2008 .
J
u
n
e
 
2
0
0
8
 
-
 
P
r
e
s
e
n
t

A
 
v
e
r
a
.
g
e
 frequency of street sw

eeping (non-com
m

erciallnon-arterial
tim

e/yr
tim

e/yr
.
.
 
1
 tim

e/yr
. . 1 tim

e/yr
1
 
t
i
m
e
 

year
1 tim

e per year usually
O

ne tim
e per year

streets)
in M

ay
usually in M

ay

A
verage frequency of street sw

eeping (com
m

ercial/arterial or other
!tim

e/yr
tim

e/yr
tim

e/yr
1 tim

e/yr
1 tim

e per year
1
 
t
i
m
e
 
p
e
r
 
y
e
a
r
 
u
s
u
a
l
l
y

O
ne tim

e per year

c
r
i
t
i
c
a
l
 
s
t
r
e
e
t
s
)

in M
ay

usually in M
ay

Q
ty. of sand/debris collected by sw

eeping
lbs. or tons

000yds
.
 
L
e
s
s
 
t
h
a
n
 
1

000 yards
L
e
s
s
 
t
h
a
n
 
1

000 yards
Less than 1 , 000 yards

D
isposal of sw

eepings (landfill , PO
T

W
, com

post , beneficial use
locatibn

B
enefiC

ial.
B

eneficialll
age

B
enefiC

ial usage
B

eneficial usage
B

eneficial usage

etc.
usage

C
ost of sw

eepings disposal
000

200
$13

000
$13

000+
-

$14
000

V
acuum

 street sw
eepers purchased/leased

N
ot going to

. be d
o
n
e
 
w
i
l

C
apital Im

provem
ent

It is best left to be done
N

o equipm
ent

continue to hire out
plan does hot support

by others
purchas

s passed by the

purchase
voters in the18st tw

o
years , m

ust hire out

V
acuum

 street sw
eepers specified in contracts

O
utside

O
utside hire

O
utside hie

O
utside hire

O
utside hire

O
utside hire

hire
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