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Municipality/Organization: Town of Longmeadow p
EPA NPDES Permit Number: MA041013
MaDEP Transmittal Number:
Annual Report Number
& Reporting Period: No. 7: March 09-March 10
NPDES PII Small MS4 General Permit
Annual Report
Part I. General Information
Contact Person: Thomas Martens, P.E. Title: Town Engineer
Telephone #: (413) 567-3400 Email: publicworks @longmeadow.org
Certification:

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate,
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information,
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

s LD L)Y

Printed Name: Michael Wrabel

Title: Director of Public Works

Date: /l}/‘,h’/ ? (‘ ,Z(;\ (O
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STORMWATER COMMITTEE 2009 ANNUAL REPORT
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31, 2009

The following is a summary of the work of the Connecticut River Stormwater Committee
during the 2009 calendar year:

Member Communities (11)
Agawam, Chicopee, Easthampton, Granby, Holyoke, Longmeadow, Ludlow, South
Hadley, Springfield, West Springfield, and Westfield

Pilot Projects

Greenscapes

i

2

Greenscapes Calendar - The Massachusetts Greenscapes Coalition produced a
Greenscapes calendar for the 2009-10. The calendar is full of monthly tips about
seasonally appropriate was to reduce chemical inputs to your lawn and yard, and
conserve water. Calendars were distributed within member towns by committee
reps, and at local events attended by Think Blue/Greenscapes.

Local Garden Centers - PVPC communicated at length with several area garden
centers in an attempt to institute Greenscapes signage or a kiosk in association
with organic products and/or native plants. The objective was to increase
awareness about Greenscapes and promote the reduction of chemical usage on the
landscape. This concept needs further development including a well designed
display that can be easily set up at a location with free information for people to
take home.

Native Plants Demonstration Garden, Wistiriahurst Museum, Holyoke — Pride’s
Corner Nursery in Connecticut finally came through in September 2009 with a
$3,000 donation of native plants for the gardens at the historic Wistiriahurst
Museum in Holyoke. Extensive gardens at the site are maintained by the Master
Gardeners of Western Massachusetts. The plants were installed within the
existing garden to show how natives can be incorporated into an existing
landscape, augmenting it’s beauty and functionality.

School Children

L

Continued to seek funding to develop curriculum about stormwater pollution for
school age children. Received notification in early 2009 that two grant proposals
were not funded: Lego Children’s Fund Grant, $5,000; and, EPA Environmental
Education Grant, $17,608.

Continued discussions with MA Department of Environmental Protection (Anne
McGovern) about partnering on the development of a water module (conservation
and pollution prevention) under DEP’s Green Team Program. The program



currently includes three classroom teaching modules: climate change, recycling,
and clean air. Due to budget constraints, DEP is unable to support further
development of the Green Team but is open to work with us if we secure grant
funding for this pursuit.

School Mini Grants - Issued school mini-grant announcement for public schools
in member communities February 2009. Proposals due May 15, 2009.
Unfortunately, only 2 schools applied for the $500 awards — Selser Memorial
School and Chicopee Academy, both in Chicopee. An award was made to Selser
Memorial for developing a semester long curriculum about watershed dynamics
and stormwater pollution. A copy of the curriculum is being made available to
Stormwater Committee reps to share with their school districts.

Initiated coordination with The World Is Our Classroom, a place based
educational program utilized by the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission to
structure field trips to Bondi’s Island and the West Parish water treatment plant.
After several meetings, the program agreed to integrate discussion of stormwater
issues in their field trip to the West Parish Filters as part of the watershed
presentation.

Pet Owner Qutreach

1

Right Bag for the Job Pet Waste Flier - PVPC, in coordination with MassBays
Estuary Association and SOAP (formerly Dwell Creative), designed a rack card
flier about picking up after your dog titled “The Right Bag for the Right Job”.
Distributed through Fall 2009 community Household Hazardous Waste Day drop
offs to all cars that came through. Fliers were also sent to area veterinary clinics
for posting and distribution to clients.

The Truth About Cats, Dogs and Lawn Chemicals Film Promotion to Veterinary
Clinics — Developed a small poster promoting this film developed and produced
by a local environmental attorney in Amherst, MA. Poster was distributed to area
veterinary clinics and asked that they post it in their waiting rooms. The film
discusses how harmful lawn chemicals are to animal health and alternative ways
to care for your lawn. The film includes a local organic lawn owner from
Longmeadow and land care professional Bernadette Giblin of Safeground
Organics in Northampton. The poster included where to buy the film, or simply
view it on YouTube.

Preventing Stormwater Pollution - Industry Specific BMP Factsheets

L.

Developed a factsheet about stormwater pollutant best management practices for
three industries: restaurants, automotive, and general small business. Funding for
the factsheets was provided by a DLTA Grant.



2. Compiled a listing of umbrella organizations by industry to target for distribution
of factsheets. Also contacted MA DEP regarding posting to their website.
Distribution of factsheets began in earnest in 2010.

3. Sent .pdf versions of factsheets to committee members for posting on local
websites.

4. Posted factsheet .pdfs on Think Blue website.

Grants

MA DEP 319 FY09 Grant - Greenscapes

Proposal developed in coordination with the Greenscapes Coalition to develop a displays
for the program: a smaller table top display for local offices such as Town Halls, and a
larger one for events. Grant not funded.

MA DEP 319 FY09 Grant — Stormwater Workshops

PVPC partnered with VHB to host a regional workshop about stormwater issues such as
current regulatory topics and structural techniques for pollution control. Grant not
funded.

EPA Healthy Communities FY09 —Reducing Children’s Exposure to Pesticides

In partnership with Westfield and Ludlow, PVPC developed a proposal to target the
reduction of pesticides and herbicides on school grounds and public parks in these
communities. In addition, the project developed a “Parent to Parent” toolkit about how to
talk to your neighbors about this issue with the intended outcome of reducing chemicals
in our neighborhoods as well as schools and parks. Grant not funded.

EPA Environmental Education Grant — Green Team Water Module

In partnership with MA DEP, PVPC developed a proposal to create a water module
component to DEP’s already successful statewide Green Team school program. The
water module would focus on water pollution prevention and conservation. Grant not
funded.

DLTA FYI10 — Regionalizing Stormwater Services
This project will look at ways communities can regionalize service contracts and
purchasing equipment at a cost savings. Grant Funded
General Administration
e FY10 Work Plan and Budget
e Reviewed DRAFT New Hampshire NPDES Phase II 2009 Permit. Developed

comparison table for old versus new permit, identification of all new requirements
by Minimum Control Measure.
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Think Blue Information Packets for Local Officials — Due to regular turnover on

town boards, and a perceived lack of awareness about the Think Blue and
Greenscapes campaigns at the local municipal level, an information packet was
mailed to community officials to better inform them of the programs. Packets
were sent to the chair/department head for the following: Planning Board,
Conservation Commission, Board of Health, School Committee, and Chief
Elected Official. Mailing list totaled 180 officials. To save on printing costs,
Stormwater Committee representatives were tasked with distributing the packets
in their towns.

Distributed CDs with Think Blue and Greenscapes web links and materials to
local cable access stations and community website coordinators for posting.

The Massachusetts Bays Estuary Association received notice that it would not
receive needed funding to continue operations into 2010. Because Think Blue,
and Greenscapes, had become integral components of the Stormwater
Committee’s outreach program, we worked with MBEA to transition Think Blue
coordination to PVPC. This included transferring the website domain to PVPC
and re-building it somewhat. Coordination of the Greenscapes program was
assumed by the North and South Rivers Watershed Association (NSRWA). The
long term fate of the Greenscapes program, including membership costs, has yet
to be determined and is being discussed by members.

Meeting Dates — The Stormwater Committee met six times in 2009 on the
following dates:

February 4, 2009 @ 1:00 PM
March 16, 2009 @ 1:00 PM
May 7, 2009 @ 1:00 PM

August 17,2009 @ 1:00 PM
October 29, 2009 @ 10:00 AM
December 10, 2009 @ 10:00 AM



