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Dear Ms. Herrick: 

Enclosed please fInd an Annual Report for the Town of Belchertown in accordance 
with the National Pollutant Discharge Eliation System (NPDES) General Permit for 
Storm Water Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) 
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Please contact me at (413) 452-0445 ext. 4433 with any questions regardig this
 
submittal.
 

Sincerely, 

Erik V. Mas, P.
 
Senior Project Manager
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Fred Civian, MA DEP
 
Steven Wilams, Belchertown DPW Director
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General Information
 

Storm Water Management Plan 
2009 Annual Report 

Town of Belchertown 
.._v". 

Municipality /Organization: Town of Belchertown 

EPA NPDES Permit Number:	 M1\041 002 

Annual Report Number and
 
Reporting Period: Report #6: May 1 , 2008 though Apri 30, 2009
 

Contact Person:	 Steven J. Wiliams
 
Director, Department oEPublic Works
 
(413) 323..0415
 
l'.:.iial!1li lchertown. o.!
 

Self Assessment: 

The Toum ifBeJchertOJ'vn has completed the required se!fasseJsment and has determined that the municipaliry is 
in compliance with all permit condilions. 

Certification: 

I certif under penalry qf law that this document and all attachmentJ were prepared under my direction or 
supervision in accordance with a .rJtem designed to assure that qualifed personnel properfy gather and evaluate 
the injormation submitted. Based on my inquiry 	 ystem, or thoseif the per.wn or persons who manage the 


persons directfy responsible jor gathering the injormation, the infrmation submitted is, to the best if my 
knowledge and be/iff true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are signifcant penalties jor submitting 

false injormation, including the possibiliry if fine and imprisonment jar knowing violationJ. 

Signatue: l.,ul-
Prited Name: );r oJ I" .u )ICt IAM.$ 

Title: p", R. Lie lj/" 'J I ,.L c 	 r.., ,Ie 

Date: ,""OJ '1 ,;00 ' 
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ntrod uction 
The Town of Belchertown developed a Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) to comply with 
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination !)st em (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges 

issued jointly,by the United
from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (lS4 General Permit) 
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEP A) and the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (M DEP) (effective May 1 , 2003 , expiring this year). The Town was 
granted coverage under this permit (MR041002) on September 12, 2003. The Phase II regulated 
area in Belchertown consists of an approxiately 1.8-square mie area located in the southwest 
portion of the Town. The General Permit requies the Town to prepare an Annual Report. This 
document constitutes the Town s Annual Report and sumaries the activities conducted to satisfy 
the permit requirements, modifIcations to the plan, and activities scheduled for the upcommgyear. 

Appendix A.A copy of the modifIed SWMP Summary is included as 


Public Education and Outreach 

School Programs 

As described in the SWMP, the Belchertown public school system provides numerous 
environmental educational programs in its curriculum. These programs wil contiue to be 
integral part of the science curriculum and foster an appreciation for and a sense of responsibilty 
for the environment. All schools participate in recyclig programs mainy focusing on the recyclig 
of white paper. Overall, approxiately 2 500 students received envionmental-related education as 
a regular part of the school curriculum. 

The community is also workig to develop the Lake Wallace Project, which would create a natural 
outdoor environment that: offers students a unique learnig opportunity outside of the classroom; 

allows the incorporation of real-life teachig strategies into the curriculum, creates a safe haven that 
is accessible to the community for varied leisure and recreational uses; and maintains a natual 
resource which is aesthetically pleasing and that becomes a "jewel" of the community (seeAppendix 

for more information and new articles regardig this project). 

Educational Materials Distributed 

Copies of the SWMP have been distributed to the public schools and the Town library as an 

educational resource. The SWMP also identifIed numerous educational resources for students and 
teachers. A storm water lik was created on the Town s website which includes liks to a copy of 
the SWMP and annual reports. Additionally, a storm water flyer was developed in 2007 to inform 
citizens and the development community about and the Town s new Storm Water Bylaw and low 
impact development (LID) practices. The flyer contiued to be distributed in 2008 and is available 
on the DPW website (a copy was provided with the 2007 annual report). 

The Conservation Commssion distributed a flyer that describes wetlands protection 
Belchertown. The flyer includes details regardig impacts of lawn chemicals on wetlands when 
conveyed by storm water. A copy of this flyer was provided with the 2007 annual report. 
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As described in Section 6, the Town adopted a Storm Water and LID Bylaw and associated 
regulations in January 2008. A checklst and flowchart were prepared to assist citizens and 
developers in determig whether the new bylaw applies to their project. This flow chart has been 

Appendixavailable throughout permit year 6. Copies of these documents are presented in 

The Town also worked with Pioneer Valley Plannig Commssion to complete a LID Guidance 
Document in June 2008 that is currently available to local land use boards, municipal staff, the 

Appendix B.development community, and the public. A copy of this document is included in 


Citizen Groups 

The following local citizen groups and organizations have been identifIed in the SWMP that 
provide public education resources on storm water quality issues or could provide a public outreach 
avenue in developing storm water awareness and developing partnerships with the public: 

Connecticut River Watershed Council 
Pioneer Valley Plannig Commission 

Tri-Lakes Association
 
Belchertown Land Trust
 

These groups contiue to provide and/ or have the capacity to provide public education resources 
on storm water quality issues and contiue to exist as support for future storm water education 
programs in Belchertown. 

In Year 6 the Belchertown Conservation Commission contiued with the acquisition of land 
projects and closed on the fmal57 -acre parcel ofland identifIed as the Topping Farm Property on 

June 4 h, 2008. Grant assistance from the Community Preservation Act consistig of $145 600. 

and a Self-Help Grant in the amount of $455 600.00 from the Executive Offce of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) enabled the Conservation Commssion to secure the remaing 
acreage of the Topping Farm Property, which has great value for aquifer protection, recreation and 

wildlfe habitat. In addition, the Scarborough Brook Conservation Area Nature Walk and 
Fundtaiserwere held by the Conservation Commssion on June 8 , 2008 to showcase the 65 acres 
now open to the public to enjoy for passive recreation. The land was acquired for the protection of 
the Lawrence Swamp aquifer and the endangered species located on the property. 

Modifications to Plan 

No changes to the Public Education and Outreach Components of the SWMP are proposed at ths 
tie. 

Activities Schedule for Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admistratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 
this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
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tie. Belchertown wil implement requirements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to ths 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Make available the LID guidance document and support materials , includig a lik to the
 
document on the Town website.
 
Contiue existig school educational programs.
 

Public Participation 

School Programs 

Students in the Belchertown public schools are encouraged to volunteer in envionmental activities 
over the summer vacation, in addition to after-school activities. Some of these ongoing programs 
include: 

An annual sc ence fair open to the public. 

Boy and Girl Scouts of America 

Boys and girls may be involved in the Scout programs from ages 5 to 17. Scouts are involved in 
various community service programs and are available to assist with implementation of the Town 
storm water management program. 

Storm Water Management
 
Committee
 

In 2003 the Town established a Storm Water Management Committee to develop and implement 
the SWMP. The Commttee consists of the following Town employees , board members , and an 
interested citizen: 

Gary Brougham, Town Admstrator 
Steven Wilams, DPW Director 
LeeAnn Connoly, Conservation Commssion Admistrator 
Judy Metcalf, Direction of Public Health, Quab bin Health District 
Doug Albertson, Town Planner 
Paul Adzima, Buidig Inspector 
Ted Bock, Fire Chief 
Don Minney, citizen representative 

Members of the commttee met regularly during 2008 to draft and discuss the implementation of 
the Storm Water Bylaw and associated regulations and procedures. The Town received its fIrst 
application under the bylaw in Year 5 and contiued to receive applications in Year 6. The 
Committee met twice in Year 6 Gune 27 and April 1 , 2008). 
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Public Meetings 

The SWMP and Phase II Storm Water Program were presented at a Board of Selectmen s meetig 
on January 29 , 2003. Notice of the meetig was published in a local newspaper approxiately one 
week prior to the meetig. The presentation was taped and aired on the local public access 
television station. This year s annual report and previous annual reports are made available to the 
public on the Town of Belchertown website. 

The Storm Water Management Commttee intends to contiue to meet periodically in 2009 to 
review implementation of the bylaw and related issues. 

The Belchertown Conservation Commssion held fIfty-four hearigs under the Wetlands Protection 
Act; eighteen of these were Requests for Determiation, twenty-nie were Notices of Intent, six 

were for permit extensions, and one Public Hearing for input regardig the New Open Space & 
Recreation Plan 2008-2012, which is now complete (hearing on June 9, 2008). The Belchertown 
Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) is a statement of the current priorities of Town boards 
offIcials , and citizens for natural resource protection and recreation. The purpose of this plan was 
to revise the originall986 OSRP plan - to update the 2008 OSRP and reassess the open space 
recreation, and natural resource protection needs and priorities for the next fIve years (2008-2012). 
In addition, the Belchertown Open Space and Recreation Map was also updated in 2008. Both of 
these publications may be purchased from the Conservation Commssion Offce, or the Town 
Clerks OffIce 

Modifications to the SWMP 

No changes to the Public Participation components of the SWMP are proposed at this tie. 

Activities Planned for Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admistratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 
this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
tie. Belchertown wil implement requiements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to ths 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Periodic meetigs of the Storm Water Commttee 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

Activities Conducted 

A preliary storm sewer outfall map showig storm water outfalls withi the Phase II regulated 
area has been prepared. The preliary outfall map was prepared from the town s Geographic 
Information System (GIS) data, which includes storm drainage layers, as well as an intial outfall 
inventory performed by DPW staff during March 2003. Dry weather screenigs of twenty-three 
(23) outfalls for detection of ilcit discharges were performed on September 17 and 18, 2008. 
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Outfalls were inspected using an outfall reconnaissance inventory fIeld sheet. There was no flow 
witnessed at any of the outfalls inspected during Year 6. Given these fmdigs, the two locations 
where dry weather flow was observed in Year 5 are no longer suspected as ilcit discharges. Copies 
of the ORI fIeld data sheets from these dry weather screenig events are included in Appendix 

A regulatory review was completed relative to ilcit discharge detection and eliation 
Belchertown. Although a bylaw does not exist in Belchertown that specifIcally prohibits ilcit 
discharges, regulatory mechanisms that address non-storm water discharges are in place to meet 
this requiement. These include the revised Storm Water Management Standards that were 
incorporated into the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. These standards, which are 
admistered and enforced by the Conservation Commission, specifIcally prohibit all non-storm 
water discharges (with lited exceptions) to wetlands and watercourses or to storm water 
management systems which discharge to wetlands and watercourses. Additionally, the Belchertown 
Board of Health regulations also addresses non-storm water discharges relative to protection 
public health and the environment. 

Modifications to the SWMP 

No changes to the Illcit Discharge Detection and Eliation component of the SWMP are 
proposed at this tie. 

Activities Planned for Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admis tratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 

this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
tie. Belchertown wil implement requiements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to this 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Contiue to perform an additional round of dr weather screenig of outfalls. 

Construction Site Runoff Controls 

Activities Conducted 

Approxiately 37 new buildig lots were created along existig town roads through Subdivision 
Approval Not Requied plans. The Plannig Board reviewed one preliary subdivision plan 
during permit Year 6 and two deftnitive subdivision plans. Two subdivisions were completed 
during permit Year 6. The Plannig Board granted three site plan approvals. Of these town-wide 
projects, approxiately 2 are located withi the Phase II regulated area. 

The Belchertown Conservation Commssion reviewed and commented on all septic system 
installation permits , site plan reviews , subdivision applications that occurred in the Town in Year 6. 
Several of the larger projects were also reviewed by engieerig consultants hied by the Town. The 
majority of these projects incorporated some form of storm water erosion and sedient controls to 

satisfy existig local and state regulatory requiements. 

F:\P2002\548\A31 \ Year 6 Annual Report\jsc SWMP _20090428.doc
 
Report (MA)
 



IJ FUSS & O' NEILL 

The Town of Belcher town has adopted a Storm Water Bylaw that regulates constrction and post-
construction storm water runoff for new development and redevelopment projects. The bylaw 
provides a clear set of storm water management goals , standards , and design criteria to mize 
the adverse impacts of storm water runoff from land development projects. The bylaw also 
promotes LID and sustainable design practices. Copies of the bylaw, associated regulations , and 

permit application materials were included with prior annual reports. 

The Storm Water Bylaw addresses construction site runoff and erosion and sedient controls 
includig inspections and enforcement. Projects subject to the new bylaw wil be documented by 
the DPW (the Storm Water Authority) and by Reviewing Boards. The Belchertown Conservation 
Commssion is one of those reviewing boards. There were 13 approved and one disapproved 
storm water permit in Year 6 (see D for a copy of the permits log maintaied by theAppendix 

DPW). 

Modifications to the SWMP 

At this tie, no changes to the Constrction Site Runoff components of the SWMP are proposed. 

Activities Planned for Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admistratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 
this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
tie. Belchertown wil implement requiements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to ths 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Provide traing for Town staff (i. , land use board members and staff) responsible for 
reviewing site plans to determie compliance with the proposed Storm Water Bylaw. 

Post-Construction Storm Water Management 

Activities Conducted 

As described in Section 5. , a number of the new development and redevelopment projects that 
were constrcted in Belchertown during the previous year included post -constrction storm water 
management controls to satisfy the performance standards in the Wetlands Protection Act and 401 

Water Quality regulations and the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. 

SpecifIc information on the number of projects and the tyes of post-constrction storm water 
management measures was not tracked this year. Activities conducted and their method of trackig 
wil largely be determied as storm water management permit applications are received. 

The Storm Water Bylaw addresses post-construction storm water management and erosion and 
sedient controls, includig inspections and enforcement. Projects subject to the bylaw wil be 
documented by the DPW (the Storm Water Authority) and by Reviewing Boards. See Section 5. 
for more information on permit applications and approvals. 
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Modifications to the SWMP 

At this tie, no changes to the Post-Constrction Storm Water Management component of the 
SWMP are proposed. 

Activities Planned Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admistratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 
this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
tie. Belchertown wil implement requirements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to this 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Contiue to implement the new Storm Water Bylaw and associated regulations.
 

Provide traing for Town staff (i. , land use board members and staff) responsible for
 
reviewing site plans to determie compliance with the proposed Storm Water Bylaw.
 

Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping 
There are no municipal facilties located withi Belchertown s Phase II regulated area. Therefore 
the focus of this mium control measure is to ensure that municipal operation and maintenance 
activities associated with the infrastructure (e.g., roads and storm drainage system) withi the 
regulated area are performed in a manner to reduce and prevent the discharge of pollutants to 
storm water. Activities at other municipally-owned facilties are also addressed in ths annual report 
as they relate to the requiements of this mium measure. 

Employee Training 

Twenty-one Public Works staff (representig admistrative, cemetery, highway, and water staff) 
received environmental-related traing this year. The traing included Environmental 
Compliance and Stage II Vapor Recovery traing. 

Storm water traing for DPW and other Town employees was conducted on Apri11 , 2009. The 
traing was conducted in conjunction with annual traing requied by the EP A industrial storm 
water permit program for the highway garage and wastewater treatment plant. The traing 
included education on goals/ objectives of the Phase II program, pollution prevention for public 
works activities, waste management, and good housekeeping. A copy of the employee attendance 
log is included in Appendix 

Street Sweeping 

All of the streets withi the regulated area were swept at least once during the previous year. A 
street sweeping log has been developed by the Town to record the names of the streets swept and 

Appendixthe amount of street sweepings recovered. A copy of this log is included in F. All of the 

roads in Belchertown were swept by the Town using a Town-owned sweeper (2005 Elgin Pelican) 
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and approxiately 1 370 yards of material were recovered. A majority of the roads that were not 
swept by the Town are privately-owned or State-owned. The DPW contiues to follow a program 
for managing and disposing of street sweepings consistent with the Massachusetts solid waste 
regulations and applicable DEP guidance. 

Catch Basin Cleaning 

In April 2006 , the Town obtained a BenefIcial Use Determiation (BUD) Permit from the MA 
DEP for the BenefIcial Use of Catch Basin Cleanigs. The permit provides the Town with the 
following reuse options for catch basin c1eanigs: 

U se/ disposal in accordance with the DEP Street Sweepings Policy 

Use in asphalt recyclig at the Ondrick facilty in Chicopee, MA 

Use as an alternative daily landfil cover. 

The Town did not generate any catch basin cleanigs in Year 

Stormwater BMP Inspection and
 
Maintenance
 

Brush and other vegetation withi Town-owned detention basins is cut annually. 

Deicer Material Storage 

Salt is stored at the DPW maintenance garage inside a dedicated salt storage buildig, constrcted 
in 2004. Approxiately 2 272 tons of salt and 2 988 yards of sand were used in the winter of2007­
2008. 

Preventative Maintenance 

DPW staff conducts weekly inspections of the stage II vapor recovery system and waste oil 
collection area at the highway garage. Routie maintenance of the Town s fleet of equipment and 
vehicles is also performed at the highway garage. 

Transfer Station
 

The Transfer Station and Recyclig Center accepts household trash, recyc1ables, yard waste, waste 

motor oil, ties, appliances and bulky items such as furniture and mattresses. Over 912 tons 
residential waste was collected at the Transfer Station in 2008. Approxiately 402 tons of paper 
and cardboard were collected, 74 tons of white goods and scrap metal, 142 tons of commgled 
containers , 34 tons ofCRTs/Electronics, 1 950 gallons of waste oil, and 354 ties (see Appendix 

for a complete list of the materials collected). 
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Belchertown residents were permitted to participate in the hazardous waste collection day held by 
Northampton on May 7 , 2008. A second hazardous waste collection day occurred on June 28 
2008 in the Town of South Hadley, which Belchertown residents were also permtted to attend (see 

G for a copy of the notices).Appendix 

Modification to the SWMP 

At ths tie, no changes to the Pollution Prevention / Good Housekeeping components of the 
SWMP are proposed. 

Activities Planned Next Year 

The current MS4 General Permit expired at the end of Year 5. All MS4s in Massachusetts are now 
covered under an admistratively extended version of the prior general permit (MR041 002). As 

this current permit is simply a contiuation of the old one, the SWMP wil not be revised at this 
tie. Belchertown wil implement requirements of the new permit, includig modifIcations to ths 
SWMP as necessary, when it is issued. Activities for the comig year include: 

Conduct annual storm water pollution prevention traing for Town employees at the 
highway garage and wastewater treatment plant as a requirement of the EP A Water Multi-
Sector General Permit. Incorporate awareness traing on waste oil management. 

Contiue to maintain record keeping procedures for street sweeping, catch basin cleanig, 
deicer application and usage, and storm water BMP inspections and maintenance withithe 
Phase II regulated area. 
Implement the inspection and maintenance schedule that has been developed for storm 
drainage strctues and storm water BMPs with the Phase II regulated area. 
Conduct street sweeping and catch basin cleanig in the Phase II regulated area. 

Dispose of street sweepings and catch basin cleanigs in accordance with MA DEP 
guidance and regulations , includig the BUD Permit for BenefIcial Use of Catch Basin 
Cleanigs. 
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