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TOWN OF MILTON

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
525 CANTON AVENUE
MILTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02186

REVALEVIN
PROGRAM MANAGER

Aprit 30, 2005

U.S. EPA

Water Technical Unit
PO Box 8127
Boston, MA 02114

The Town of Milton is pleased to submit its annual report for its NPDES Phase |l Small MS4 General
Permit requirements for Permit Year #2. Our package includes a Self-Assessment Narrative, an
updated matrix of Best Management Practices (BMPs), and the two most current sampling results for

the eight Milton sites regularly tested by the Citizen Water Monitoring Network of the Neponset River
Watershed Association (nepRWA).

With your approval, the Town would like to adjust two BMPs under Public Education in Permit Year 3.

Regarding BMP 2.4, we believe it will be more efficient to work with teachers and incorporate
stormwater information into their existing curriculums, rather than developing a stand-alone school
education program (which was listed as a BMP in our original Permit application). Instead of creating
a stand-alone curriculum, during Permit Year 3 the DPW will notify local schools that DPW assistance
on the stormwater issue (whether making actual presentations or making appropriate information
available to teachers and students) is available during the 2005-2006 school year. We will then
evaluate the success of this effort. We think this will be a much more effective way of incorporating
stormwater education into school curriculums.

In addition, we are requesting a second BMP change. The Unquity Brook Stewardship Program (BMP
2.5) has been difficult to initiate. We believe there are several reasons for this. For one, while other
local brooks are very visible, residents do not have a clear perception of where Unquity Brook is,
probably because it is culverted or often dried up for much of its journey through Town. This makes it
difficult to run a successful public awareness campaign.

To help create greater awareness of the Brook, during Permit Year 2 the Town applied for a state
grant. Our grant request included developing procedures to determine the flow patterns of Unquity,
exploring the option of bringing the Brook above ground in Milton Cemetery, and collecting updated
information on household septic systems abutting the Brook. Unfortunately, the Town has not been
able to secure funding to perform these services. We will continue to apply for funding for this
important baseline information, and once underway, will include this information as part of our Unquity
Brook outreach program. We will also continue to work with nepRWA on appropriate Unquity Brook
abutter outreach ideas. Once awareness is increased, an Unquity Brook Stewardship Program will
have a greater chance of success.

TEL: 617-696-5729 FAX: 617-698-6741 E-MAIL: rlevin@townofmilton.org
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Lastly, we have included monitoring results from nepRWA's Citizen Water Monitoring Network for
November 2004 and February 2005 for eight Milton locations (six at Unquity and Pine Tree Brooks
and two at the Neponset River). Unfortunately, nepRWA'’s monitoring for bacteria in the Neponset
Watershed has been discontinued as of January 2004 due to lack of funding, so these important
results are not available.

Please call me if you havé any questions. Thank you.

wa Gorn

Reva Levin
Program Manager

cc: MA DEP, Division of Watershed Management, 627 Main St., Worcester, MA 01608 (via One
Winter Street, Boston)



TOWN OF MILTON, MA

EPA NPDES PERMIT #MAR041079

MA DEP TRANSMITTAL #: W-039893

ANNUAL REPORT #2 (MARCH 2004-MARCH 2005)

PART Il. Self-Assessment Narrative

Public Education BMPs 1-8: The Town has made great progress implementing the majority of
Milton’s Public Education Best Management Practices (BMPs). We have made good use of the
Town's website (www.townofmilton.org) to educate residents about the stormwater management
issue. We have educated the public with several articles in the local papers, as well as showing an
EPA video on local cable. The Town passed a Dog Fouling Bylaw at Town Meeting in May 2004, and
sent out a dog poop insert to residents in their sewer and water bills in fall, 2004, and installed mutt
mitt stations in priority areas, and will install additional mutt mitts along Pine Tree Brook.

Still, with other pressing Town issues competing for attention, awareness of stormwater management
among Milton residents is just at the beginning. It is clear that a continuous information effort over the
next several years will be needed so that all residents have a basic understanding of stormwater and
how they can help keep it clean. This is probably the case with most other towns as well.

On May 2, the Town's proposed Stormwater Management Bylaw goes to Town Meeting for approval.
This will be a good time to see how effective our stormwater education campaign has been, and what
improvements might be needed. -

Public Participation BMPs 2-5: Of the five BMPs in this category, the two that have been most
challenging for the Town have been BMP 2.4, creating a school education program; and BMP 2.5,
developing an Unquity Brook Stewardship Program.

Regarding BMP 2.4, we believe it will be more efficient to work with teachers and incorporate
stormwater information into their existing curriculum, rather than developing a stand-alone school
education program. The Town would like to adjust this BMP. This is explained more fully in our
attached cover letter.

We also found that BMP 2.5, the Unquity Brook Stewardship Program, has been difficult to start. This
is also explained more fully in our cover letter. The Town would like to get more baseline data on this
Brook, understand its characteristics more fully ourselves, and then create viable suggestions for
public participation before spending resources on organizing a stewardship program.

The Town will continue to try and locate illicit discharges or connections in the Brook. In fact, a major
illicit connection was discovered and corrected in fall, 2004 (as was one in Pine Tree Brook).

In short, we believe that more information on Unquity Brook is needed so that public communications
will give a fuller picture of what is known and what improvements can be made in brook. At the same
time, the DPW will work with the Neponset River Watershed Association to explore other ways to -
develop awareness of Unquity during the next Permit Year.

llicit Discharge Detection and Elimination BMP 3-6:

The Town is making good progress in this area. As we reported in our first annual report, Milton
already has an existing GIS-compatible map of its water infrastructure, including the stormwater
collection system. To update the existing map and double-check its accuracy, the Town has
contracted with Weston & Sampson to use a Global Positioning System to update our existing GIS
map. This project should be completed during Permit Year 3.

5/2/2005
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MA DEP TRANSMITTAL #: W-039893

ANNUAL REPORT #2 (MARCH 2004-MARCH 2005)

Landscaping Workshop in March, which was held in April 2005. The response was good, and another
workshop is planned for fall, 2005.

We find that residents are increasingly using our website as an information resource, and we recently
updated the Natural Landscaping section. During the next Permit Year, we will also try to work with
local institutions, as well as other municipal departments, to help minimize use of chemical
applications.

An insert on fertilizer and pesticide use will be sent to all residents in spring, 2005. We are also tying
in the natural landscaping alternative to Milton’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat community certification
project.

This last year, we planted 210 trees and removed 200, increasing the Town tree stock by 10 trees.
The Town depends on an annual MassReleaf grant to plant new trees. The Town is exploring more
options to complement the DPW planting budget, especially in times of limited revenue and high
expenses by the Town, so that the Town will continue to at the minimum plant as many new trees and
dead or dying trees were removed. The future of the Town’s tree stock will depend on the
commitment to purchase and maintain the specialized equipment and continue to employ highly-
skilled personnel to correctly maintain and respond to urban forestry needs.

The Town cleaned 307 stormwater catch basins in Permit Year 2. Storm drain cleaning is now a
regular part of the routine maintenance plan for the DPW. The DPW will also begin a community-wide
stormwater pipe cleaning project during Permit Year 3. This is expected to take 10 years to complete.

Our annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day in May, 2005 attracted about 700 vehicles to
the May 1 event. The three most prevalent items collected were oil-based paint, aerosols, and
pesticides. Another event is planned during Permit Year 3.

In general, the Town is making steady progress in implementing all of its BMPs, and looks forward to
what it can accomplish during the next permit year.

5/2/2005
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