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Summary of Endangered Species Act Listings  

and Essential Fish Habitat Designations 

 

I. Endangered Species Act (ESA) Listings:  

 

The attached tables provide a summary of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) listings 

of federally endangered and threatened species for counties in Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire. If a site is located close to the border of a county or a site is located in one 

county and the discharge location for that site are located in another, operators must 

consider listings under both counties in accordance with Appendix I of the RGP.   

 

The Massachusetts and New Hampshire lists attached were updated on February 5, 2016. 

However, EPA notes that species are listed and de-listed periodically. For the most 

current list at the time of conducting the ESA eligibility determination for a site, see the 

FWS New England Field Office website1 or follow the instructions provided in 

Attachment 1 to Appendix I of the RGP. 

 

Should an operator detect adverse impacts to ESA or critical habitat under the jurisdiction 

of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), EPA must be notified. Consultation 

between EPA and NMFS and/or an individual permit may be necessary. For ESA listings 

in Massachusetts and New Hampshire for species under the jurisdiction of NMFS, see the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Greater Atlantic Regional 

Fisheries Office website.2 

 

II. Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Designations: 

 

Should an operator detect adverse impacts to EFH, EPA must be notified. Consultation 

between EPA and NMFS and/or an individual permit may be necessary. Sites located in 

Massachusetts and New Hampshire must review the Guide to Essential Fish Habitat 

Designations in the Northeastern United States, available at the NOAA Greater Atlantic 

Regional Fisheries Office website,3 as a quick method of ascertaining what species and 

life stages have EFH in a given geographic area. The information is presented as tabular 

summaries for selected 10’ x 10’ squares of latitude and longitude. This information is 

available online as follows: 

 

A. New Hampshire: 

 

Great Bay: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/nh1.html  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Currently available at: http://www.fws.gov/newengland/index.htm.  
2 Currently available at: 

https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected/section7/listing/index.html.  
3 Currently available at: at http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/webintro.html.  

http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/nh1.html
http://www.fws.gov/newengland/index.htm
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected/section7/listing/index.html
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/webintro.html
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B. Massachusetts: 

 

Boston Harbor: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma1.html  

Buzzards Bay: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma2.html  

Cape Cod Bay: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma3.html  

Massachusetts Bay: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma4.html  

Merrimack River: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma5.html  

Waquoit Bay: http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma6.html  

 

http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma1.html
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma2.html
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma3.html
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma4.html
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma5.html
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/hcd/ma6.html


 

 

 

FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES IN 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Barnstable 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches All Towns 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean All Towns 

Northeastern beach 

tiger beetle 
Threatened Coastal Beaches Chatham 

Sandplain gerardia Endangered Open areas with sandy soils. Sandwich and Falmouth. 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers Bourne (north of the Cape Cod Canal) 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Berkshire 

Bog Turtle Threatened Wetlands Egremont and Sheffield 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Bristol 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Fairhaven, Dartmouth, Westport 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean 
Fairhaven, New Bedford, Dartmouth, 

Westport 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers Taunton 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Dukes 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean All Towns 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches All Towns 

Northeastern beach 

tiger beetle 
Threatened Coastal Beaches Aquinnah and Chilmark 

Sandplain gerardia Endangered Open areas with sandy soils. West Tisbury 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Updated 02/05/2016 
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COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Essex 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Gloucester, Essex and Manchester 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches 

Gloucester, Essex, Ipswich, Rowley, 

Revere, Newbury, Newburyport and 

Salisbury 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Franklin 

Northeastern 

bulrush 
Endangered Wetlands Montague, Warwick 

Dwarf 

wedgemussel 
Endangered Mill River Whately 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Hampshire 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Hadley 

Puritan tiger beetle Threatened 
Sandy beaches along the Connecticut 

River 
Northampton and Hadley 

Dwarf 

wedgemussel 
Endangered Rivers and Streams. Hatfield, Amherst and Northampton 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Hampden 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Southwick 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Middlesex 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Groton 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Nantucket 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Nantucket 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean Nantucket 

American burying 

beetle 
Endangered Upland grassy meadows Nantucket 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 
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IN MASSACHUSETTS 

Updated 02/05/2016 

 

 

 
1
Migratory only, scattered along the coast in small numbers  

 

-Eastern cougar and gray wolf are considered extirpated in Massachusetts. 

-Endangered gray wolves are not known to be present in Massachusetts, but dispersing individuals 

from source populations in Canada may occur statewide. 

-Critical habitat for the Northern Red-bellied Cooter is present in Plymouth County.  

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Plymouth 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches 
Scituate, Marshfield, Duxbury, Plymouth, 

Wareham and Mattapoisett 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers 

Kingston, Middleborough, Carver, 

Plymouth, Bourne, Wareham, Halifax, 

and Pembroke 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean 
Plymouth, Marion, Wareham, and 

Mattapoisett. 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Suffolk 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Revere, Winthrop 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Worcester 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Leominster 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 



FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES 

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 

GENERAL 

LOCATION/HABITAT 
TOWNS 

Belknap 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly 

drained soils and/or a seasonally 

high water table 

Meredith, Alton and 

Laconia 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Carroll 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly 

drained soils and/or a seasonally 

high water table 

Albany,  Brookfield, 

Eaton, Effingham, 

Madison, Ossipee, 

Wakefield and  Wolfeboro 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Coos 

Canada Lynx Threatened 

Regenerating softwood forest, 

usually with a high density of 

snowshoe hare. 

All Towns 

Dwarf wedgemussel Endangered 
Connecticut River main channel 

and Johns River 

Northumberland, 

Lancaster and Dalton 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Cheshire 

Dwarf wedgemussel Endangered 
S. Branch Ashuelot River and 

Ashuelot River 

Swanzey, Keene and 

Surry 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Grafton 

Dwarf wedgemussel Endangered Connecticut River main channel 
Haverhill, Piermont, 

Orford and Lyme 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly 

drained soils and/or a seasonally 

high water table 

Holderness 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Hillsborough 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly 

drained soils and/or a seasonally 

high water table 

Manchester, Weare 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Merrimack 

Karner Blue Butterfly Endangered 
Pine Barrens with wild blue 

lupine 
Concord and Pembroke 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened Forests 

Bow, Danbury, Epsom, 

Loudon, Warner and 

Allenstown 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Updated 02/05/2016 



FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES 

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

 

 

 
1
Migratory only, scattered along the coast in small numbers  

-Eastern cougar, gray wolf and Puritan tiger beetle are considered extirpated in New Hampshire. 

-Endangered gray wolves are not known to be present in New Hampshire, but dispersing 

individuals from source populations in Canada may occur statewide.-There is no federally-

designated Critical Habitat in New Hampshire 

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 

GENERAL 

LOCATION/HABITAT 
TOWNS 

Rockingham 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Hampton and Seabrook 

Roseate Tern Endangered 
Atlantic Ocean and nesting at the 

Isle of Shoals 
 

Red knot
1 

Threatened 
Coastal Beaches and Rocky 

Shores, sand and mud flats 
Coastal towns 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened Forests 
Deerfield, Northwood, 

Nottingham, and Epping 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Strafford 

Small whorled Pogonia Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly 

drained soils and/or a seasonally 

high water table 

Middleton, New Durham, 

Milton, Farmington, 

Strafford, Barrington, and 

Madbury 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Sullivan 

Northeastern bulrush Endangered Wetlands 
Acworth, Charlestown, 

Langdon 

Dwarf wedgemussel Endangered Connecticut River main channel 

Plainfield, Cornish, 

Claremont and 

Charlestown 

Jesup’s milk-vetch Endangered Banks of the Connecticut River Plainfield and Claremont 

Northern Long-eared 

Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, 

Summer – wide variety of 

forested habitats 

Statewide 

Updated 02/05/2016 
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