
Additional Resource for Selecting Sufficiently Sensitive Test Methods  
for RGP Notice of Intent (NOI) Sampling Requirements1 

 
 Table 1: Parameters, Required Minimum Levels (MLs), and Common Test Methods2 

Parameter 

Requirements 

ML Must Be ≤  

Commonly Used Test 
Method(s) from 40 C.F.R. 
Part 136 that Generally 
Achieves the ML Noted 

A. Inorganics  
Ammonia 0.1 mg/L SM 4500 B and D; 350.1 
Chloride 230 mg/L SM 4110 B; 300.0 
Total Residual Chlorine 50 µg/L SM 4500-Cl G and E 
Total Suspended Solids 30 mg/L SM 2540 D 
Antimony 206 µg/L  200.8 and 200.9 

Arsenic FW= 10 µg/L 
SW= 36 µg/L 

200.8 and 200.9 in FW 
200.7, 200.8 and 200.9 in SW 

Cadmium 
FW= 0.25 µg/L  

SW= 8.8 µg/L in MA 
SW= 9.3 µg/L in NH 

200.8 in FW 
200.8 and 200.9 in SW 

Chromium III FW= 74 µg/L  
SW= 100 µg/L 200.7, 200.8 and 200.9 

Chromium VI FW= 11 µg/L 
SW= 50 µg/L 218.6 

Copper      FW= 9 µg/L  
SW= 3.1 µg/L 200.8 and 200.9 

Iron   FW = 1,000 µg/L 200.7 and 200.8 

Lead FW= 2.5 µg/L  
SW= 8.1 µg/L 200.8 and 200.9 

Mercury FW= 0.77 µg/L 
SW= 0.739 µg/L 245.1, 245.7 and 1631E 

Nickel FW= 52 µg/L 
SW= 8.2 µg/L 200.8 and 200.9 

Selenium FW= 5.0 µg/L 

SW= 71 µg/L 
200.8 and 200.9 in FW 

200.7, 200.8 and 200.9 in SW 

Silver FW= 3.2 µg/L 
SW= 1.9 µg/L 200.8 

Zinc FW= 120 µg/L  
SW= 81 µg/L 200.7 and 200.8 

Cyanide FW = 5.2 µg/L  
SW = 5.0 µg/L SM 4500-CN 

B. Non-Halogenated Volatile Organic Compounds   

Total BTEX3 100 µg/L (sum of 
individual MLs) 624 and 1624B 

Benzene 5.0 µg/L 624 and 1624B 
1,4 Dioxane 50 µg/L SIM 
Acetone 7.97 mg/L 524.2 
Phenol 300 µg/L 420.1 and 420.4 



NPDES Permit No. MAG910000 and NHG910000    Page 2 of 4 

Parameter 
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ML Must Be ≤  

Commonly Used Test 
Method(s) from 40 C.F.R. 
Part 136 that Generally 
Achieves the ML Noted 

C. Halogenated Volatile Organic Compounds  

Carbon Tetrachloride 1.6 µg/L in MA  
4.4 µg/L in NH 624 

1,2 Dichlorobenzene  600 µg/L 624 
1,3 Dichlorobenzene  320 µg/L 624 
1,4 Dichlorobenzene  5.0 µg/L 624 

Total Dichlorobenzene4 
Not required in MA 

763 µg/L in NH (sum of 
individual MLs) 

624 

1,1 Dichloroethane  70 µg/L 624 
1,2 Dichloroethane  5.0 µg/L 624 
1,1 Dichloroethylene  3.2 µg/L 624 
Ethylene Dibromide 0.05 µg/L SIM 
Methylene Chloride 4.6 µg/L 624 
1,1,1 Trichloroethane  200 µg/L 624 
1,1,2 Trichloroethane  5.0 µg/L 624 
Trichloroethylene 5.0 µg/L 624 

Tetrachloroethylene  3.3 µg/L in MA 
5.0 µg/L in NH 624 

cis-1,2 Dichloroethylene 70 µg/L 624 
Vinyl Chloride  2.0 µg/L 624 
D. Non-Halogenated Semi-Volatile Organic 
Compounds  

Total Phthalates5  
190 µg/L in MA 

FW = 3.0 µg/L in NH 
SW = 3.4 µg/L in NH 

625 and 1625B in MA 
625 in NH 

Diethylhexyl Phthalate 2.2 µg/L in MA 
5.9 µg/L in NH 

625 in MA 
625 and 1625B in NH 

Total Group I Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons6 1.0 µg/L (sum of 
individual MLs) SIM 

Benzo(a)anthracene 0.1 µg/L SIM 
Benzo(a)pyrene     0.1 µg/L SIM 
Benzo(b)fluoranthene 0.1 µg/L SIM 
Benzo(k)fluoranthene  0.1 µg/L SIM 
Chrysene 0.1 µg/L SIM 
Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 0.1 µg/L SIM 
Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 0.1 µg/L SIM 

Total Group II Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons7  100 µg/L (sum of 
individual MLs) 625 

Naphthalene 20 µg/L 625 
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ML Must Be ≤  
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Method(s) from 40 C.F.R. 
Part 136 that Generally 
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E. Halogenated Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds  
Total Polychlorinated Biphenyls8 0.5 µg/L 608 
Pentachlorophenol9 1.0 µg/L 625 
F. Fuels Parameters  
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 5.0 mg/L 1664A and B 
Ethanol 0.4 mg/L 1666/1671/D3695 

Methyl-tert-Butyl Ether 20 µg/L in MA  
70 µg/L in NH SIM 

tert-Butyl Alcohol 120 µg/L in MA 
40 µg/L in NH 1666 

tert-Amyl Methyl Ether 90 µg/L in MA 
140 µg/L in NH  624 

 
Table 1 Footnotes:  
 
1 The minimum levels specified in this table will satisfy the sufficiently sensitive test method 
requirements for the purposes of sample analysis used to prepare a Notice of Intent (NOI) for 
coverage under the Remediation General Permit. Where less sensitive minimum levels (MLs) 
may be used upon authorization to discharge, these MLs will be noted in the written 
authorization to discharge for an individual site. 
 

2 The following abbreviations are used in Table 1, above: 
a mg/L = milligrams per liter 
b µg/L = micrograms per liter 
c FW = freshwater 
d SW = saltwater 
e SM = standard method 
d SIM = selected ion monitoring 
 

3 Total BTEX is the sum of: benzene (CAS No. 71432); toluene (CAS No. 108883); 
ethylbenzene (CAS No. 100-41-4); and (m,p,o) xylenes (CAS Nos. 108-88-3, 106-42-3, 95-47-6, 
and 1330-20-7).  
 

4 Total dichlorobenzene is the sum of: 1,2 dichlorobenzene (CAS No. 95-50-1); 1,3 
dichlorobenzene (CAS No. 541-73-1); and 1,4 dichlorobenzene (CAS No. 106-46-7). 
 

5 Total Phthalates is the sum of: diethylhexyl phthalate (CAS No. 117-81-7); butyl benzyl 
phthalate (CAS No. 85-68-7); di-n-butyl phthalate (CAS No. 84-74-2); diethyl phthalate (CAS 
No. 84-66-2); dimethyl phthalate (CAS No. 131-11-3); di-n-octyl phthalate (CAS No. 117-84-0). 
For the diethylhexyl phthalate in NH, EPA anticipates that the applicable ML will be revised to 
2.2 µg/L, once incorporated into the RGP for sites in New Hampshire. 
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6 Total Group I PAHs is the sum of: benzo(a)anthracene (CAS No. 56-55-3); benzo(a)pyrene 
(CAS No. 50-32-8); benzo(b)fluoranthene (CAS No. 205-99-2); benzo(k)fluoranthene (CAS No. 
207-08-9; chrysene (CAS No. 218-01); dibenzo(a,h)anthracene (CAS No. 53-70-3); 
indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene (CAS No. 193-39-5).  
 
7 Total Group II PAHs is the sum of: acenaphthene (CAS No. 83-32-9); acenaphthylene (CAS 
No. 208-96-8); anthracene (CAS No. 120-12-7); benzo(g,h,i)perylene (CAS No. 191-24-2); 
fluoranthene (CAS No. 206-44-0); fluorene (CAS No. 86-73-7); naphthalene (CAS No. 91-20-
3); phenanthrene (CAS No. 85-01-8); pyrene (CAS No. 129-00-0).  
 
8 Total PCBs is the sum of the following aroclors: PCB-1016, PCB-1221, PCB-1232, PCB-1242, 
PCB-1248, PCB-1254, and PCB-1260. 
 
8 The ML for analysis of pentachlorophenol must be as close to 1.0 µg/L as possible, not to 
exceed ≤ 5.0 µg/L. 
 
 


