
STATE OF MAINE 

Department of Environmental Protection  

 
 
Paul R. Lepage        Patricia W Aho 
GOVERNOR        COMMISSIONER 
 
February 8, 2012 
 
Mr. Greg Lambert 
Cooke Aquaculture USA Inc. 
P. O. Box 380 
Oquossoc, ME.  04964 
 
RE: Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MEPDES) Permit #ME0110116 
 Maine Waste Discharge License (WDL) Application #W004701-6F-F-T 
 Final Permit/License Transfer - Oquossoc Hatchery 
 
Dear Mr. Lambert: 
 
Enclosed please find a copy of your final MEPDES permit/WDL transfer which was approved 
by the Department of Environmental Protection. You must follow the conditions in the permit to 
satisfy the requirements of law.  Any discharge not receiving adequate treatment is in violation 
of State Law and is subject to enforcement action. 
 
Any interested person aggrieved by a Department determination made pursuant to applicable 
regulations, may appeal the decision following the procedures described in the attached DEP 
FACT SHEET entitled “Appealing a Commissioner’s Licensing Decision.” 
 
If you have any questions regarding the matter, please feel free to call me at (207) 287-7693. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gregg Wood 
Division of Water Quality Management 
Bureau of Land and Water Quality 
 
Enc. 
 
cc: Matt Young, DEP/EMRO 

Sandy Mojica, USEPA 



 
 

 

 
STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
17 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, ME 04333 

 

 
DEPARTMENT ORDER 

 
IN THE MATTER OF 

 
COOKE AQUACULTURE USA INC.  )  MAINE POLLUTANT DISCHARGE  
RANGELEY, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MAINE )    ELIMINATION SYSTEM PERMIT 
FISH HATCHERY     )     AND 
W004701-6F-F-T     )      WASTE DISCHARGE LICENSE 
ME0110116  APPROVAL   )                       TRANSFER 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, Title 33 USC, Section 
1251, et. seq. and Maine Law 38 M.R.S.A., Section 414-A et. seq., and applicable regulations, 
the Department of Environmental Protection (Department hereinafter) has considered the 
application of COOKE AQUACULTURE USA INC. (Cooke/permittee hereinafter), with its 
supportive data, agency review comments, and other related materials on file and FINDS THE 
FOLLOWING FACTS: 
 
APPLICATION SUMMARY 
 
On November 23, 2011, Cooke submitted an application to the Department for the transfer of 
Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MEPDES) permit #ME0110116/ Maine Waste 
Discharge License (WDL) #W004701-6F-E-R, (permit hereinafter) issued on  
October 15, 2010, to Atlantic Salmon of Maine Limited Liability Company for a five-year term.  
The permit authorized the discharge of up to 12 million gallons per day (MGD) of treated fish 
hatchery and fish rearing waste waters to the Rangeley River, Class A, in Rangeley, Maine. The 
permit is due to expire on October 15, 2015. 
 
Cooke has been duly qualified by the Maine Secretary of State to be in good standing and 
authorizes the corporation to conduct business under the laws of the State of Maine as of the date 
of this transfer.  The permittee has submitted information demonstrating that it has legal title, 
right, and or interest in the facility.  The permittee has demonstrated that it possesses the 
financial capacity and technical ability to operate the facility in compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the October 15, 2015, MEPDES Permit / Maine WDL. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Based on the above Findings of Fact, the Department CONCLUDES that COOKE 
AQUACULTURE USA INC. has demonstrated it has title, right and or interest in the facility as 
well as the technical ability and the financial capacity to comply with all conditions of Maine 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit #ME0110116/ Maine Waste Discharge License 
#W004701-6F-E-R, dated October 15, 2010, and to satisfy all applicable statutory and regulatory 
criteria. 
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ACTION 
 
THEREFORE, the Department APPROVES the above noted application of COOKE 
AQUACULTURE USA INC. , SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS and all 
applicable standards and regulations including: 
 
1. The applicant shall abide by the terms and conditions of MEPDES permit #ME0110116/ 

WDL #W004701-6F-E-R, dated October 15, 2010, a copy attached. 
 
2. This permit transfer becomes effective upon the date of signature below, however, MEPDES 

permit #ME0110116/WDL #W004701-6F-F-R issued on October 15, 2010 expires on 
October 15, 2015.  If a renewal application is timely submitted and accepted as complete for 
processing prior to the expiration of the permit, the terms and conditions of the MEPDES 
permit #ME0110116/WDL #W004701-6F-E-R and all subsequent modifications and minor 
revisions thereto remain in effect until a final Department decision on the renewal 
application becomes effective.  [Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 5 M.R.S.A. § 10002 
and Rules Concerning the Processing of Applications and Other Administrative Matters, 06-
096 CMR 2(21)(A) (effective April 1, 2003)]. 

 
PLEASE NOTE ATTACHED SHEET FOR GUIDANCE ON APPEAL PROCEDURES 
 
Date of initial receipt of application:  November 23, 2011 
 
Date of application acceptance:  November 28, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Order prepared by Gregg Wood, BUREAU OF LAND AND WATER QUALITY 
 
ME0110116 Transfer 2012   2/8/12 
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