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June 9, 2011 
 
Michael Kuhns 
Tasman Leather Group, LLC 
9 Main Street 
P.O. Box 400 
Hartland, ME 04943-0400 
mkuhns@tlghartland.com 

Sent via electronic mail 
Delivery confirmation requested 

 
RE: Maine Waste Discharge License (WDL) Application #W001915-5R-F-T 
  Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MEPDES) Permit #ME0000108 
  Finalized Permit Transfer 
 
Dear Mr. Kuhns: 
Enclosed, please find a copy of your final MEPDES permit and Maine WDL, which was 
approved by the Department of Environmental Protection.  Please read the 
permit/license and its attached conditions carefully.  You must follow the conditions in 
the order to satisfy the requirements of law.  Any discharge not receiving adequate 
treatment is in violation of State law and is subject to enforcement action. 
 
Any interested person aggrieved by a Department determination made pursuant to 
applicable regulations, may appeal the decision following the procedures described in the 
attached DEP FACT SHEET entitled “Appealing a Commissioner’s Licensing Decision.” 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bill Hinkel 
Division of Water Quality Management 
Bureau of Land and Water Quality 
bill.hinkel@maine.gov 
ph:  207.485.2281 
 
Enc. 
 
ec: Clarissa Trasko, Lori Mitchell, MeDEP Sandy Mojica, USEPA File #W1915 
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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
17 STATE HOUSE STATION AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0017 

 
DEPARTMENT ORDER 

 
 
TASMAN LEATHER GROUP, LLC ) MAINE POLLUTANT DISCHARGE 
HARTLAND, SOMERSET COUNTY, MAINE ) ELIMINATION SYSTEM PERMIT 
NON-CONTACT COOLING WATER ) AND 
#ME0000108 ) WASTE DISCHARGE LICENSE 
#W001915-5R-F-T APPROVAL ) TRANSFER 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, Title 33 USC, § 1251, 
Conditions of licenses, 38 M.R.S.A. § 414-A, and applicable regulations, the Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection (Department) has considered the application of the TASMAN 
LEATHER GROUP, LLC (Tasman) with its supportive data, agency review comments, and 
other related materials on file and FINDS THE FOLLOWING FACTS: 
 
APPLICATION SUMMARY 
Tasman has applied to the Department for transfer of combination Maine Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (MEPDES) permit #ME0000108 / Maine Waste Discharge License (WDL) 
#W001915-5R-E-R, which was issued to Irving Tanning Company on June 11, 2009 for a five-
year term.  The June 11, 2009 permit authorized the daily maximum discharge of up to 0.500 
million gallons per day (MGD) of non-contact cooling water from a leather tanning facility to the 
West Branch of the Sebasticook River, Class C, in Hartland, Maine. 
 
Tasman has been duly qualified by the Maine Secretary of State to be in good standing and 
authorizes the corporation to conduct business under the laws of the State of Maine as of the date of 
this transfer.  Tasman has submitted information demonstrating that it has legal title, right, and or 
interest in the facility.  Tasman has indicated it possesses the financial capacity and technical ability 
to operate the facility in compliance with the terms and conditions of the June 11, 2009 permit. 

CONCLUSIONS 

BASED on the findings of fact and subject to the Conditions listed below the Department makes the 
following conclusions: 

1. The discharge, either by itself or in combination with other discharges, will not lower the quality of 
any classified body of water below such classification. 

2. The discharge, either by itself or in combination with other discharges, will not lower the quality of 
any unclassified body of water below the classification which the Department expects to adopt in 
accordance with state law. 

3. The provisions of the State’s antidegradation policy, 38 M.R.S.A. §464(4)(F), will be met, in that: 

(a) Existing in-stream water uses and the level of water quality necessary to protect and 
maintain those existing uses will be maintained and protected; 

(b) Where high quality waters of the State constitute an outstanding national resource, that 
water quality will be maintained and protected; 

(c) The standards of classification of the receiving water body are met or, where the 
standards of classification of the receiving water body are not met, the discharge will not 
cause or contribute to the failure of the water body to meet the standards of classification; 
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(d) Where the actual quality of any classified receiving water body exceeds the minimum 
standards of the next highest classification that higher water quality will be maintained 
and protected; and 

(e) Where a discharge will result in lowering the existing water quality of any water body, 
the Department has made the finding, following opportunity for public participation, that 
this action is necessary to achieve important economic or social benefits to the State.  

 
4. The discharge will be subject to effluent limitations that require application of best practicable 

treatment as defined in 38 M.R.S.A. § 414-A(1)(D). 

ACTION 
THEREFORE, the Department APPROVES the above noted application of TASMAN 
LEATHER GROUP, LLC to discharge a maximum of up to 0.500 MGD of non-contact cooling 
water at a temperature not to exceed 90 degrees Fahrenheit from a leather tanning facility to the 
West branch of the Sebasticook River, Class C, in Hartland, Maine, SUBJECT TO THE 
ATTACHED CONDITIONS, and all applicable standards and regulations including: 
 
1. “Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Standard Conditions Applicable To 

All Permits,” revised July 1, 2002, copy attached to June 11, 2009 permit. 
 
2. The attached Special Conditions, including any effluent limitations and monitoring requirements. 
 
3. This permit transfer expires on June 11, 2014, concurrent with the June 11, 2009 WDL / 

MEPDES permit.  If a renewal application is timely submitted and accepted as complete 
for processing prior to the expiration of the June 11, 2009 permit, the terms and 
conditions of the June 11, 2009 permit and all modifications and minor revisions thereto 
remain in effect until a final Department decision on the renewal application becomes 
effective.  [Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 5 M.R.S.A. § 10002 and Rules 
Concerning the Processing of Applications and Other Administrative Matters, 06-096 
CMR 2(21)(A) (effective April 1, 2003)]  

 

PLEASE NOTE ATTACHED SHEET FOR GUIDANCE ON APPEAL PROCEDURES. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of initial receipt of application: April 29, 2011 
Date of application acceptance: May 2, 2011 
This Order prepared by Bill Hinkel, BUREAU OF LAND & WATER QUALITY 
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