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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS - DATED AUGUST 31, 2005
REISSUANCE OF NPDES PERMIT NO. NH0000744

NEW HAMPSHIRE FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT’S
TWIN MOUNTAIN FISH HATCHERY

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA-New England) and the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services, Water Division (NHDES-WD) solicited public comments
from April 15, 2005, through May 14, 2005, on the draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit to be reissued to the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department
(NHF&GD) for its fish hatchery in Berlin, New Hampshire.  This permit is for the discharge of fish
hatchery overflow (culture) water from several outfalls into Unnamed Tributary to Carroll Stream.

EPA-New England received one set of written comments during the public-notice (comment) period,
that from the NHF&GD dated May 5, 2005.  The following is a list of responses to those comments
and any corrections made to the public-noticed permit as a result of those comments.  In addition,
EPA-New England made one minor change to the final permit for purposes of clarification and that
is discussed at the end of this document.

These six pages of responses and associated comments complement the Fact Sheet and Draft Permit.
For the reader to fully understand them, he or she should be familiar with the draft permit, the
associated Fact Sheet, applicable federal National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit regulations and the State of New Hampshire's Water Quality Statutes, Administrative Rules
and Surface Water Quality Regulations.

The effective date of this permit has been set at November 1, 2005, which is about  60 days from
the anticipated date of issuance.  The Agency’s general rule for NPDES Permits with comments is
to make them effective 60 days following the permit’s signature date.

************

COMMENT NO. 1.

The department believes that in the Permit, page 4 of 25, Discharge DIS-014, that the requirement
to calculate the monthly biomass, and feed efficiency of a show pool should not be necessary.  It is
quite true that feed efficiency is an important consideration for production fish, but the show fish
are not normally distributed (weighed monthly to determine weight gain) to calculate feed efficiency,
and the amount of feed fed is far less significant.

[Note a similar situation was realized at Warren Hatchery NH000736 after the permit was issued,
and will now be a question for law enforcement to answer for the public relations pond DIS 005, and
the show pools DIS008, for which biomass is not normally determined, and not easily determined
especially for the pond] 
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EPA agrees that reporting of fish biomass and fish feed efficiency for outfall serial number 014 is
not necessary given the small amounts of fish biomass and fish feed used in the show pool.  These
requirements have been removed in the final permit.
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