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Allan,

I discussed your question/concern about Brad Custer of CLF talking directly to me
concerning Merrimack Station's NPDES permit renewal with EPA's attorney, Mark Stein.

EPA does not consider the level of discussion I have had so far with Attorney Custer to be
inappropriate or unfair to PSNH. Custer, as an employee of a conservation organization, has
asked me for the status of the permit development specifically as it applies to 316a & b
issues. I have replied to Custer's inquiries with EPA's hope for schedule for permit
development. I have stated EPA and other regulatory agencies have been involved with
developing thermal limits for Merrimack Station. Custer has not been told what those limits
are or where they are going to be measured. Further, I have never commented to Custer
concerning your consultant's (Normandeau) data and conclusions from surveys conducted in
the Hookset Pool. :

EPA is serious about maintaining a professional relationship with PSNH during Merrimack
Station's permit development. As I mentioned, I consider Custer's inquires of a general
nature. If Custer's future questions ask for EPA's opinion on a permit matter or request
specific permit details, I will defer Custer's question until I have had an opportunity to
discuss the matter with an EPA attorney. In the future, an EPA attorney may be a
participant in discussions I have with attorney Custer.

John
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Allan,

Thank you for your speedy reply ... and, certainly, PSNH will be copied on our
correspondence with CLF.

John
palmeag@NU.COM

palmeag@NU.COM
08/01/2006 11:55 AM To John King/R1/USEPA/US@EPA
cc landilt@NU.COM
Subject Authorization

John: In accordance with our July 25, 2006 letter to you, EPA has been
authorized by PSNH to release the revised redacted version of the Merrimack
Station Proposal for Information Collection ("PIC") provided with that

letter to the Conservation Law Foundation ("CLF"). Please copy me on any
correspondence between EPA and CLF regarding the PIC. '

Thank you, Allan,
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This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with
it, is confidential and intended for a specific purpose and for use
only by the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the taking of
any action based on its contents, other than for its intended
purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from
your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are
not necessarily those of Northeast Utilities, its subsidiaries and
affiliates (NU). E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be
~error-free or secure or free from viruses, and NU disclaims all

liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.
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