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September 30, 2005 The Northeast Utilities System

D23132

Ms. Stephanie Larson, Environmental Inspector
NH Department of Environmental Services
Water Division - Wastewater Engineering Bureau
Permits & Compliance Section

P.O. Box 95

Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095

Reference: ~ NPDES Compliance Evaluation Inspection (C12769), Stephanie Larson to Arthur
Auclair, dated August 26, 2005.

Dear Ms. Larson:

Merrimack Station
NPDES Permit No. NH0001465

Public Service of New Hampshire has reviewed the four deficiencies identified in the

compliance evaluation report from your inspection on August 16, 2005. The following actions
have been taken to correct and address the deficiencies noted during your inspection.

1. Deficiency: Two April, 2005 DMRs listed an inaccurate frequency of analysis code for
TRO.

Corrective Action: To account for the reduced sampling frequency, footnotes were entered
in the comments and explanation section of the original DMRs. As requested, PSNH has
also changed the code from 01/07 to 02/30 on the attached recertified DMRs.

2. Deficiency: March, April and June, 2005 DMRs reported analytical results less than MDLs.

Corrective Action: PSNH prefers to enter the actual analytical results so that an historical
record of meaningful data is readily available in the event that future permit limits or MDLs
are reduced. As requested, PSNH has changed each entry to a zero “0” on the attached
recertified DMRs. For the record, the MDLs for TRO and total copper are 0.05 mg/l and
0.02 mg/l, respectively. Future reports will also report zero “0” for data below the MDLs.

3. Deficiency: This deficiency was previously corrected on July 27, 2005.
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4. Deficiency: Merrimack Station laboratory personnel were performing TSS calculations
incorrectly by subtracting the reagent water blank result from the actual result.

Corrective Action: The Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) Manual and the lab
bench sheets were revised on September 13, 2005 to correct the TSS calculation. All
appropriate personnel were informed of the change on the same day.

5. Recommendation: PSNH will include MDLs in the cover letter as opposed to on the DMRs.

6. Recommendation: The QA/QC Manual was revised on September 13, 2005, to note that
composite sample holding times start at the beginning of the compositing period.

Please contact Allan G. Palmer, Senior Engineer, at 634-2439 if you have follow-up questions.

Very truly yours,

Wl //M

William H. Smagula, P.E/
Director - Generation

Attachments

cc: Ms. Joy Hilton, USEPA
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