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Executive Summa y 

T he Clean Water Act (Act) directs the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to develop 

programs that will evaluate, restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological in- 

tegrity of the Nation's waters. In response to this directive, States and EPA implemented 

chemically based water quality programs that successfully addressed significant water pollution 

problems. However, these programs alone cannot identify or address all surface water pollution 

problems. To create a more comprehensive program, EPA is setting a new priority for the develop- 

ment of biological water quality criteria. The initial phase of this program directs State adoption of 

narrative biological criteria as part of State water quality standards. This effort will help States and 

EPA achieve the objectives of the Clean Water Act set forth in Section 101 and comp .y with statutory 

requirements under Sections 303 and 304. The Water Quality Standards Regulation provides additional 

authority for biological criteria development. 

In accordance with priorities established in the FY 1991 Agency Operating Guidance, States are to 

adopt narrative biological criteria into State water quality standards during the FY 1991-1993 trien- 

nium. To support this priority, EPA is developing a Policy on the Use of Biological Assessments and 
Criteria in the Water Quality Program and is providing this program guidance document on biological 

criteria. 

This document provides guidance for development and implementation of narrative biological 

criteria. Future guidance documents will provide additional technical information to facilitate 

development and implementation of narrative and numeric criteria for each of the surface water 

types. 

When implemented, biological criteria will expand and improve water quality standards 

programs, help identify impairment of beneficial uses, and help set program priorities. Biological 

criteria are valuable because they directly measure the condition of the resource at risk, detect 

problems that other methods may miss or underestimate, and provide a systematic process for 

measuring progress resulting from the implementation of water quality programs. 


























































































































