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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

Executive Order 13563 of January 18, 2011
Improving Regulation and Regulatory Review

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, and in order to improve regulation
and regulatory review, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. General Principles of Regulation. {a) Our regulatory system must
protect public health, waﬁ:a:e, safety, and our environment while promoting
economic growth, innovation, competitiveness, and job creation. It must
be based on the best available science. It must allow for public participation
and an open exchange of ideas. It must promote predictability and reduce
uncertainty. It must identify and use the best, most innovative, and least
burdensome tools for achieving regulatory ends. It must take into account
benefits and costs, both quantitative qualitative. It must ensure that
regulations are accessible, consistent, written in plain language, and easy
to understand. It must measure, and seek to improve, the actual resulis
of regulatory requirements.

[b) This order is supplemental to and reaffirms the principles, structures,
and definitions governing contemporary latory review that were estah-
lished in Exﬂnulﬁe Order 12866 of Septenﬁger JE' 1003. As stated in that
Exscutive Order and to the exhntcﬂlermittad by law, sach agency must,
among other things: (1) propose or adopt a lation only upon a reasoned
determination that its benefits justify its costs nizing that some benefits
and costs are difficult to quantify); (2) tailor its regulations to impose the
least burden on society. consistent with obtaining regulatory objectives, taking
into account, among other things, and to the extent practicable, the costs
of cumulative regulations; (3) selact, in choosing among alternative regula
approaches, those approaches that maximize net benefits (including potential
economic, environmental, public health and salet‘}', and other advantages;
distributive impacts; and aquity); (4} to the extent feasible, specify perform-
ance ohjectives, rather than speci the behavior or manner of compliance
that regulated entities must adopt; and (5) identify and assess available
alternatives to direct regulation, incleding providing economic incentives
to encourage the desired behavior, such as user fees or marketable permits,
or providing information upon which choices can be made by the public.

(c) In applying these principles, sach ncy is directed to use the best
availahle IF;P;J:EU:?M i qf:.anliﬁ( mﬁdpalzgepcrc\:sent and future benefits and
costs as accurately as possible. Where appropriate and permitted by law,
each agency may consider (and discuss qualitatively) values that are difficult
or impossil to quantify, including equity, human dignity, fairness, and
distributive impacts.
Sec. 2. Public Participation. (a) Regulations shall be adopted through a
cess that involves public participation. To that end, nfgul.ntionn Ehall
a hased, to the extent feasible and consistant with law, on the open ex
of information and pers ives among State, local, and tribal officials, ex-
perts in relevant d.bll:ll'p as, affected stakeholders in the private sector,
and the public as a whaole.

[b) To mote that open exchange, each agency, consistent with Executive
Order I.ZPS[I:B and uthe?eapp]i::abigaelega.l requirements, shall endeavor to
provide the lic with an opportunity to icipate in the regulato
process. To the extent feasible and permit by law, each agency shall
afford the public a meaningful oglpmm“ity to comment through the Internst
on any proposed regulation, with a comment period that should generally

AR-1160



