
 

 

                   
         

                         
                         

                     
             

 
                       
         

        
             

 
                   

               
       

 
             
           

 
       

             

 
                       

 
                         

               
                         

                            
                       

                           
         

         
                         

                             
                        

                 
                      

                       
                           

                        

November, 2008 Volume 2 

Community Energy Challenge Monthly Update 

Welcome to the Community Energy Challenge monthly update, a monthly publication by EPA New 
England promoting energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy. 

Disclaimer: Some of the events, articles and websites listed in this email are not sponsored by EPA. 
EPA is listing them for your information only. EPA is not responsible for the content of 
information from non­EPA sources, and does not endorse any commercial product, service, 
enterprise, or policy that may be included. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1)  Welcome to Randolph, MA who joined the Community Energy Challenge on Oct. 21, 2008 
2)  ENERGY STAR Communities National Program 
3)  Greenversations: EPA’s Energy Blog!  ­ Energy Vampires 
4)  2009 ENERGY STAR Recognition Opportunity – Deadline December 5, 2008 

ARTICLES 
1)  New England States Rank in the Top Ten for Energy Efficiency 
2)  Study on Energy Reduction an Eye Opener for Massachusetts Community 
3)  Community Energy Challenge Saves Town Money 

EVENTS 
1)  Events for Local Energy Committees: New Hampshire 
2)  Landfill Gas to Energy Workshop, Portland, ME 

TOOLS/TRAINING 
1)  Free ENERGY STAR WebEx Training 
2)  Energy Efficient Strategies for School Webinar Series 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1)  Welcome to Randolph, MA who joined the Community Energy Challenge on October 21, 
2008 

Randolph, Massachusetts recently became the 122nd New England community to join the EPA New 
England Community Energy Challenge!  Randolph selectmen have formed an Energy Savings Committee 
comprised of representatives from their school and town departments to look at energy efficiency across the 
town. The committee plans to look into Energy Performance Contracting as a way to advance their agenda, 
and hopes to more than meet their Community Energy Challenge commitment of a 10% reduction in the 
use of energy in their municipal and school buildings. For more information on the EPA New England 
Community Energy Challenge visit: http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy­challenge.html 

2)  ENERGY STAR Communities National Program 
As of October 2008, over 270 local governments have signed on as ENERGY STAR Challenge 

participants and EPA has created a new web site to showcase the ENERGY STAR Challenge National 
Program in action. Local governments, membership organizations, and others can visit the website to learn 
about employing ENERGY STAR tools and resources in energy improvement efforts, and follow along 
with Louisville, KY, and others at each step of the way. Sample energy efficiency campaign materials, 
such as Louisville’s ENERGY STAR kick­off invitations, meeting agendas, presentations, and local 
recognition ideas are available on the site for real­world examples of a community active in the fight 
against global warming. These tools are helpful to New England’s Community Energy Challenge 

http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy�challenge.html


                       
           

                   
                     

             
 

        
                   

                 
     

           
                       
                       

                         
         

                       
                                   
                             

                         
                         

                           
           

           
 

           
                       

                             
                       

                    
                               

             
                             

 

                     
                          
                       

                        
 

 
                     
                     

                      
                        
                     

                       
             

participants as they strive to meet their Energy Challenge commitment. To learn more, visit 
http://www.energystar.gov/challenge and click on “Bring the Challenge to Your Community.” 

State and local officials interested in additional information about developing and implementing cost­ 
effective clean energy and environmental strategies that help further environmental and clean energy goals 
and achieve public health and economic benefits may visit: 
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy­programs/state­and­local/index.html 

3) Greenversations: EPA’s Energy Blog! 
Ever wanted to tell EPA what you thought on an environmental topic? Each week, you have your 

chance in the EPA blog Greenversations. Each question is an open­ended blog entry; please share your 
thoughts as comments. 

This week’s question: What are your energy vampires? 
Vampires could be lurking the shadows of your home. Energy vampires continuously suck energy from 
electrical outlets and unnecessarily waste energy. These vampires won’t drain your blood; they’ll drain 
your pockets! Energy vampires cost Americans almost $10 billion a year, and account for almost 11 
percent of all U.S. energy use! 

Energy vampires are the electronics, adapters, and appliances with fangs in your outlet, sucking power 
even when apparently not in use or “off.” For example, a TV always uses a little power so it can receive the 
“on” signal from the remote control. Adapters too use power even when not plugged into their device. You 
can easily check your home for energy vampires using your power meter. Turn everything off as you 
normally do, as if you were leaving for the day ­ but don’t unplug anything you don’t normally unplug. 
Now, look at your power meter. What do you have for vampires sucking energy from your home? 
To share your answer go to: http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2008/10/27/qotw­what­are­your­energy­vampires/ 

For more information on Energy vampires go to: 
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=about.vampires 

4)  2009 ENERGY STAR Recognition Opportunity 
Get recognized for your energy efficient building! Each year, EPA issues its annual press release 

announcing the list of the most energy efficient buildings that have earned the ENERGY STAR label. To 
ensure that your buildings are included in the 2009 press release, your complete application must be 
postmarked by Friday December 5, 2008. Remember that Portfolio Manager does allow you to apply for 
the ENERGY STAR label for multiple buildings at one time. For information on earning the label, visit 
http://www.energystar.gov/labeledbuildings and click on "How do I apply to earn the ENERGY STAR?" 
Once your building has been approved, look for it on the list that accompanies the press release issued in 
early 2009. 

Please remember to submit your labeled building profiles too! The profile provides a great snapshot of 
the important characteristics of your building and the energy efficiency efforts you have undertaken. It's 
also a valuable resource for reporters looking for real world examples of the nation's top performing 
buildings. If you have not already done so, submit your profile today at 
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_submit_labeled 

ARTICLES 
1)  New England States Rank in the Top Ten for Energy Efficiency 

Released by the American Council for an Energy­Efficient Economy on October 8, the top ten states in 
the 2008 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard are almost identical to those in the previous rankings. In 
New England, Connecticut is third, Vermont is fourth and Massachusetts seventh. The scorecard looks at 
how states are approaching eight issues: Utility and public benefits programs and policies, transportation 
policies, building energy codes, combined heat and power, appliance standards, state facility and fleet 
initiatives, financial and information incentives, and research, development and deployment. 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_submit_labeled
http://www.energystar.gov/labeledbuildings
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=about.vampires
http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2008/10/27/qotw�what�are�your�energy�vampires
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy�programs/state�and�local/index.html
http://www.energystar.gov/challenge


                             
                         
                             

 
 

                    
                       

                     
                               

                                
                         
                          

                           
                           

           
 

             
                       

                            
                             
                           

                            
                               
                         
               

 

 
         

                             
                        

                
                       

 

               
                         

               
 

                       
                 

                     
     

 

           
                   

                   

The report includes detailed tables looking at how states compare to one another on the various issues, 
along with numerous examples showing what states are doing differently and, in turn, what states are not 
doing anything at all. The complete story and a link to the 2008 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard are 
available at: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/2008/10/08/california­tops­energy­efficient­rankings­more­
state­improve 

2)  Study on Energy Reduction an eye opener for Massachusetts Community 
In Acushnet, if each municipal building in town could reduce its energy consumption by 10 percent, 

local government overall could save $40,000 in energy costs with each annual budget. The biggest energy 
users in local government are Fire Station 1, the town garage and Parting Ways Buildings, in that order, 
followed closely by Town Hall and the schools. Community planner Henry Young, also a member of the 
Alternative Energy Committee, told selectmen that at Ford Middle School alone the reduction of energy 
consumption by 10 percent could save $15,851 a year. The School Superintendent Steve Donovan is 
drafting conservation guidelines, including turning off lights that shine all night and planning to save 
$30,000 in costs by cutting consumption by 10 percent. The town is also looking at siting a wind turbine. 
The complete story is available at: 
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081020/NEWS/810200336/1002/TOWN01 

3) Community Energy Challenge helps Town to Save Money 
Medfield, MA spends more than $1.2 million on energy for its 13 town­owned buildings. That is $95 

per person per year for every member of the Medfield Community. In April, the Town signed onto EPA 
New England’s Community Energy Challenge committing to make a 20 percent reduction. Energy data has 
been gathered for nine of Medfield’s buildings and entered into the ENERGY STAR benchmarking tool 
and two buildings are eligible for an ENERGY STAR label and national recognition. The Town will 
continue to input data into the Portfolio Manager system to track energy use, and with the help of the local 
utilities, will audit more Town buildings, assessing their energy usage and determine where to reduce 
energy. The complete story is available at: 
http://www.wickedlocal.com/medfield/news/x635406094/Energy­Committee­works­to­make­Medfield­
more­efficient 

EVENTS 
1) Events for Local Energy Committees: New Hampshire 

Networking with other energy committees by going to events and workshops is a great way to learn 
from each other and bring back ideas to your Committee. The following events are offered by New 
Hampshire organizations involved in the Local Energy Committee Working Group. For more information 
and to subscribe to the Local Energy Committee Newsletter, contact Samantha Tackeff at 
stackeff@cleanair­coolplanet.org 

*Nov. 8:  New Hampshire Carbon Challenge Presenters; Peterborough, NH 
The New Hampshire Carbon Challenge is sponsoring a workshop to train individuals to give NH 
Carbon Challenge presentations in their communities. More info at: 
http://carbonchallenge.sr.unh.edu/workshops.jsp 

*Nov. 12: Nuts and Bolts: News to Use for Local Energy Committees; Manchester, NH 
Come hear experts discuss technical resources, financial tools and valuable information available 
to New Hampshire municipalities seeking methods for reducing energy costs. Conference 
brochure available at: 
http://www.nhlgc.org/LGCWebSite/PDFDocuments/Annual_Conference_2008/Promo_08_web.p 
df 

*Nov. 15: Lakes Region Energy Expo; Wolfeboro, NH 
The day­long event will include: workshops by energy experts on energy efficiency and 
renewables; tours of energy efficient, wind, solar and geothermal homes; a marketplace of 

http://www.nhlgc.org/LGCWebSite/PDFDocuments/Annual_Conference_2008/Promo_08_web.p
http://carbonchallenge.sr.unh.edu/workshops.jsp
http:stackeff@cleanair�coolplanet.org
http://www.wickedlocal.com/medfield/news/x635406094/Energy�Committee�works�to�make�Medfield
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081020/NEWS/810200336/1002/TOWN01
http://www.greenbiz.com/news/2008/10/08/california�tops�energy�efficient�rankings�more


                           
   

             
                           

                 
 

                   
                   

          
 

             
                   

                 
                            

   

           
                         

                     
                         

                     
                                  
           

   
       

                        
 

           
                       

                           
 

           
                             

                 
                     

       

                   
                       

             

         
                     

                            
                       

     

products and services; and the showing of the award winning film “Kilowatt Ours”. Brochure 
available at: http://www.wedco­nh.org/images/2008%20energy%20expo.pdf 

*Nov. 15: Ammonoosuc Regional Energy Fair; Bethlehem, NH 
A practical "How to..." workshop to learn how to cut fuel bills for your home. Learn about Simple 
Fixes, Renovations and New Technology. More info at: 
http://www.franconiaenergy.com/activities.html 

*Nov. 18: The Compelling Case for Natural Gas Vehicles Fleet Workshop; Durham, NH 
Co­hosted by the Clean Vehicle Education Foundation (CVEF), Clean Cities of New Hampshire 
and Maine, and UNH. More info at: http://www.gpcog.org/Transportation_and_Land_Use/ngv­
registration.php 

*Dec. 6: NHSEA’s 2nd Annual Home Energy Conference; Durham, NH 
The New Hampshire Sustainable Energy Association’s annual energy conference with 18 
workshops for homeowners, community volunteers, and energy industry professionals on subjects 
ranging from efficiency, to solar pv and thermal, wind, wood, and local energy policy. More info 
at: http://www.nhsea.org/hec/index.php 

2) Landfill Gas to Energy Workshop; Portland, ME 
Landfill gas energy (LFGE) projects can offer local communities and businesses a source of low­cost, 

clean­burning fuel for both heat and electric production. In doing so, LFGE projects can provide significant 
improvements to both local and global air quality by eliminating methane emissions (a potent greenhouse 
gas) and reducing the need for higher­cost fossil fuels. LFGE can prove to be an economically sound 
investment in your community. Workshop will be held on Dec. 11, 2008 from 9:30 am ­ 4:15 pm. at the 
University of Southern Maine’s Environmental Finance Center. 

TOOLS /TRAINING 
1) ENERGY STAR WebEx Training 

The following training sessions are offered free of charge by ENERGY STAR. To register go to: 
https://energystar.webex.com/mw0305l/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=energystar 

Benchmarking Wastewater Plants with Portfolio Manager 
Thursday, November 6, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how to track the progress of energy efficiency 
efforts and compare the energy use of wastewater treatment plants to other peer facilities across the 
country. 

ENERGY STAR and the LEED® Rating System 
Tuesday, November 11, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how to use EPA tools and resources to help meet 
requirements for the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
rating system for new commercial construction (LEED NC), existing buildings (LEED EB), and K­12 
facilities (LEED for Schools). 

Innovative Financial Solutions for Drinking Water Systems and Wastewater Plants
 
Tuesday, November 18, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how water and wastewater facilities are
 
increasing energy efficiency with innovative solutions to financial barriers.
 

2) Energy Efficiency Webinar Series for Schools 
The U.S. Green Building Council is conducting an "Energy Efficiency Strategies for Schools" Webinar 

Series. The Webinar series is a valuable opportunity for school facilities managers and staff, school 
operations staff, and anyone else interested in improving the operational efficiency of a K­12 facility. 
Register today at: 
http://www.registrationheadquarters.com/events/?2a6c985655c24c31b9550000bd0a1a8ea 

http://www.registrationheadquarters.com/events/?2a6c985655c24c31b9550000bd0a1a8ea
https://energystar.webex.com/mw0305l/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=energystar
http://www.nhsea.org/hec/index.php
http://www.gpcog.org/Transportation_and_Land_Use/ngv
http://www.franconiaenergy.com/activities.html
http://www.wedco�nh.org/images/2008%20energy%20expo.pdf
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Session 1 is free of charge. Sessions 2 and 3 are available for the discounted rate of $10 per session 
per Internet connection for USGBC and CEFPI Members, and $15 per session for Non­Members. Save 
time and money by learning right from your desktop. Archived Webinars will also be available. 

Session 1 ­ FREE! 

Top 10 No­Cost Ways to Lower Your School's Utility Bills
 
Thursday, November 6, 2008, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 

Session 2 

Top 10 Low­Cost Ways to Lower Your School's Utility Bills
 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008; 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 

Session 3 

Top 10 Investments to Lower Your School's Utility Bills
 
Wednesday, January 21, 2009; 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 

All 122 communities in New England Community Energy Challenge program will automatically 
receive this email unless they indicate that they would like to be removed from the list. All other New 
England communities that would like to receive it are welcome to subscribe as well (for more 
information on joining the Challenge please visit: http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy­
challenge.html). For additions or deletions from this email list or if you have ideas on information 
that you would like to see in future monthly updates, please contact Linda Darveau of EPA New 
England at Darveau.Linda@epa.gov or at (617) 918­1718. 

November, 2008 Volume 2 
Community Energy Challenge Monthly Update 

Welcome to the Community Energy Challenge monthly update, a monthly publication by EPA New 
England promoting energy efficiency and clean, renewable energy. 

Disclaimer: Some of the events, articles and websites listed in this email are not sponsored by EPA. 
EPA is listing them for your information only. EPA is not responsible for the content of 
information from non­EPA sources, and does not endorse any commercial product, service, 
enterprise, or policy that may be included. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1)  Welcome to Randolph, MA who joined the Community Energy Challenge on October 21, 
2008. 
2)  Energy Star Communities National Program 
3)  Greenversations:  EPA’s Energy Blog!  ­ Energy Vampires 
4) 2009 ENERGY STAR Recognition Opportunity – Deadline December 5, 2008 

ARTICLES
 
1)  New England States Rank in the Top Ten for Energy Efficiency 

1)  Study on Energy Reduction an Eye Opener for Massachusetts Community 

2)  Community Energy Challenge Saves Town Money
 

mailto:Darveau.Linda@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy


 
           
           

 
       

             

 
                         

                 
         
                       

                            
                       

                         
         

         
                   

                       
               
                     

                    
                 
 

                   
                             

                   

   
             

                   
                     

             
 

       
                       

                       
 

             
                     
                       

                         
       

                         
                                     
                       
                         

EVENTS 
1) Events for Local Energy Committees: New Hampshire 
2) Landfill Gas to Energy Workshop, Portland, ME 

TOOLS/TRAINING 
1)  Free Energy Star WebEx Training 
2)  Energy Efficient Strategies for School Webinar Series 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1)  Welcome to Randolph, MA who joined the Community Energy Challenge on October 21, 2008. 
Randolph, Massachusetts recently became the 122 nd New England Community to join the EPA New 
England Community Energy Challenge!  Randolph Selectmen have formed an Energy Savings Committee 
comprised of representatives from their school and town departments to look at energy efficiency across the 
town. The committee plans to look into Energy Performance Contracting as a way to advance their agenda, 
and hopes to more than meet their Community Energy Challenge commitment of a 10% reduction in the 
use of energy in their municipal and school buildings. For more information on the EPA New England 
Community Energy Challenge visit: http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy­challenge.html 

2)  Energy Star Communities National Program 
As of October 2008, over 270 local governments have signed on as ENERGY STAR 
Challenge participants and EPA has created a new Web site to showcase the 
ENERGY STAR Challenge National Program in action. Local governments, membership organizations, 
and others can visit the Website to learn about employing ENERGY STAR tools and resources in energy 
improvement efforts, and follow along with Louisville, KY, and others at each step of the way. Sample 
energy efficiency campaign materials, such as Louisville’s ENERGY STAR kick­off invitations, meeting 
agendas, 
presentations, and local recognition ideas are available on the site for real­world examples of a community 
active in the fight against global warming. These tools are helpful to New England’s Community Energy 
Challenge participants as they strive to meet their Energy Challenge commitment. 

To learn more, visit http:// www.energystar.gov/challenge http://www.energystar.gov/challenge and click 
on “Bring the ENERGY STAR Challenge to Your Community.” 

State and local officials interested in additional information about developing and implementing cost­ 
effective clean energy and environmental strategies that help further environmental and clean energy goals 
and achieve public health and economic benefits may visit: 
http://epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy­programs/state­and­local/index.html 

3) Greenversations:  EPA’s Energy Blog! 
Ever wanted to tell EPA what you thought on an environmental topic? Each week, you have your chance in 
the EPA blog, Greenversations. Each question is an open­ended blog entry; please share your thoughts as 
comments. 
This week’s question: What are your energy vampires? 
Vampires could be lurking the shadows of your home. Energy vampires continuously suck energy from 
electrical outlets and unnecessarily waste energy. These vampires won’t drain your blood; they’ll drain 
your pockets! Energy vampires cost Americans almost $10 billion a year, and account for almost 11 
percent of all U.S. energy use! 

Energy vampires are the electronics, adapters, and appliances with fangs in your outlet, sucking power even 
when apparently not in use or “off.” For example, a TV always uses a little power so it can receive the “on” 
signal from the remote control. Adapters, too, use power even when not plugged into their device. You can 
easily check your home for energy vampires using your power meter. Turn everything off as you normally 

http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy-challenge.html
http://www.energystar.gov/challenge
http://epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-programs/state-and-local/index.html
www.energystar.gov/challenge


                             
                       

     
         

         
                       

                               
                     

                       
                       

             
                               

   

                             
                          
                         
                   

 

 
                     
                     

                         
                   

                     
                   

           
                             
                         
     

 

                 
                     
                         

                           
                     

                       
                   

                     
                       

   

             
                     

                           
                         
                   
                     

do, as if you were leaving for the day ­ but don’t unplug anything you don’t normally unplug. Now, look at 
your power meter. What do you have for vampires sucking energy from your home? 
To share your answer go to: http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2008/10/27/qotw­what­are­your­energy­vampires/ For 
more information on Energy vampires go to: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=about.vampires 

4)  2009 ENERGY STAR Recognition Opportunity 
Get recognized for your energy efficient building! Each year, EPA issues its annual press release 
announcing the list of the most energy efficient buildings that have earned the ENERGY STAR. To ensure 
that your buildings are included in the 2009 press release, your complete application must be postmarked 
by Friday December 5, 2008. Remember that Portfolio Manager does allow you to apply for the 
ENERGY STAR label for multiple buildings at one time. For information on earning the label, visit 
http://www.energystar.gov/labeledbuildings and click on "How do I apply to earn the ENERGY STAR?" 
Once your building has been approved, look for it on the list that accompanies the press release list issued 
in early 2009. 

Please remember to submit your labeled building profiles too! The profile provides a great snapshot of the 
important characteristics of your building and the energy efficiency efforts you have undertaken. It's also a 
valuable resource for reporters looking for real world examples of the nation's top performing buildings. If 
you have not already done so, submit your profile today at 
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_submit_labeled 

ARTICLES 
1)  New England States Rank in the Top Ten for Energy Efficiency 
Released by the American Council for an Energy­Efficient Economy on October 8, the top ten states in the 
2008 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard are almost identical to those in the previous rankings – and in New 
England ­ CT – third, Vermont – 4 th, Massachusetts­ seventh. The scorecard looks at how states are 
approaching eight issues: Utility and public benefits programs and policies, transportation policies, building 
energy codes, combined heat and power, appliance standards, state facility and fleet initiatives, financial 
and information incentives, and research, development and deployment. 
The report includes detailed tables looking at how states compare to one another on the various issues, 
along with numerous examples showing what states are doing differently and, in turn, what states are not 
doing anything at all. 

http://www.greenbiz.com/news/2008/10/08/california­tops­energy­efficient­rankings­more­state­ 
improve 

1) Study on Energy Reduction an eye opener for Massachusetts Community In Acushnet, if each 
municipal building in town could reduce its energy consumption by 10 percent, local government overall 
could save $40,000 in energy costs with each annual budget. The biggest energy users in local government 
are Fire Station 1, the town garage and Parting Ways Buildings, in that order, followed closely by Town 
Hall and the schools. Community planner Henry Young, also a member of the Alternative Energy 
Committee, told selectmen that at Ford Middle School alone the reduction of energy consumption by 10 
percent could save $15,851 a year. The School Superintendent Steve Donovan is drafting conservation 
guidelines, including turning off lights that shine all night and planning to save $30,000 in costs by cutting 
consumption by 10 percent. The town is also looking at siting a wind turbine. 
From SouthCoastToday.com, 
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081020/NEWS/810200336/1002/TOW 
N01 
3) Community Energy Challenge helps Town to Save Money 
Medfield, MA spends more than $1.2 million on energy for its 13 town­owned buildings. That is $95 per 
person per year for every member of the Medfield Community. In April the Town signed onto the 
ENERGY STAR Community Energy Challenge with the US EPA New England committing to make the 
20 percent reduction. Energy data has been gathered for nine of Medfield’s building sand entered into the 
ENERGY STAR benchmarking tool and two buildings are eligible for an ENERGY STAR label and 

http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2008/10/27/qotw-what-are-your-energy-vampires/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=about.vampires
http://www.energystar.gov/labeledbuildings
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager_submit_labeled
http://www.aceee.org/pubs/e086.htm
http://www.greenbiz.com/news/2008/10/08/california-tops-energy-efficient-rankings-more-state-improve
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081020/NEWS/810200336/1002/TOWN01
http:SouthCoastToday.com
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national recognition. The Town will continue to input data into the Portfolio Manager system to track 
energy use, and with the help of the local utilities, will audit more Town buildings, assessing their energy 
usage and determine where to reduce energy. 
http://www.wickedlocal.com/medfield/news/x635406094/Energy­Committee­works­to­make­Medfield­ 
more­efficient 

EVENTS 
1) Events for Local Energy Committees: New Hampshire 
Networking with other energy committees by going to events and workshops is a great way to learn from 
each other and bring back ideas to your committees. The following events are offered by New Hampshire 
organizations involved in the Local Energy Committee Working Group. For more information and to 
subscribe to the Local Energy Committee Newsletter, contact Samantha Tackeff at stackeff@cleanair­ 
coolplanet.org 

Climate Champions Presenter Workshop November 8th held at the Peterborough Town Hall from 8­ 
4:30 in Peterborough, NH. 

This training will cover the fundamentals of giving an effective presentation; climate change messaging; 
climate change solutions; and how to make the connections necessary to foster voluntary action while 
giving the New Hampshire Carbon Challenge presentations. 

Space is limited and NHCC is seeking highly motivated, engaging individuals to help spread the Carbon 
Challenge message of energy efficiency and greenhouse gas emission reductions at the household level. 
Visit our site http://carbonchallenge.sr.unh.edu/workshops.jsp  for details and to apply online. 

Nuts and Bolts: News You Can Use for Local Energy Committees November 12 
(A workshop at the 2008 annual conference of the Local Government Center, Manchester, NH) 

The New Hampshire Local Government Center's (LGC) 2008 Annual Conference continues a rich 
tradition of experience, leadership and education excellence designed to enhance member governance. 
Workshops on finance, governance, health and safety, human resources, land use and environment, schools 
and technology. For more information go to : 
http://www.nhlgc.org/LGCWebSite/Calendar/annualconference2008.htm 

Moderated by Christa Koehler, Clean Air­Cool Planet, with Dick Henry of The Jordan Institute, and 
Angela Vincent from ICLEI. 

Lakes Region Energy Expo, Wolfeboro, November 15 

The Town of Wolfeboro Energy Committee in partnership with the Wentworth Economic Development 
Corporation (WEDCO) is hosting the Lakes Region Energy Expo: $ensible Answers to Your Energy 
Questions on Saturday, Nov. 15 at Kingswood Regional High School in Wolfeboro. 
The day­long event will include: workshops by energy experts on energy efficiency and renewables; tours 
of energy efficient, wind, solar and geothermal homes; a marketplace of products and services; and the 
showing of the award winning film "Kilowatt Ours". 

In addition WEDCO will be providing information on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Programs 
offered by various agencies; including the State of NH and USDA. These programs are designed to assist 
all types and sizes of businesses in reducing energy costs. 

Businesses or individuals interested in exhibiting at the Energy Expo Marketplace should contact Barbara 
Laverick at balcad@metrocast.net or call 569­4531. There is a $20 fee to exhibit. 

http://www.wickedlocal.com/medfield/news/x635406094/Energy-Committee-works-to-make-Medfield-more-efficient
mailto:stackeff@cleanair-coolplanet.org
http://carbonchallenge.sr.unh.edu/workshops.jsp
http://www.nhlgc.org/LGCWebSite/Calendar/annualconference2008.htm
mailto:balcad@metrocast.net
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Refreshments will be available from Wolfeboro's Global Awareness, Local Action (G.A.L.A). 

Those interested in becoming sponsors should contact Nancy Hirshberg by email at nbh@metrocast.net . 

Ammonoosuc Regional Energy Fair, Bethlehem, November 15 9­4pm Profile School, Route 18 

A practical "How to..." Workshop: Learn how to cut fuel bills for your home. Simple Fixes, Renovations 
and New Technology. Sponsored by Local Energy Committees, PSNH, NH Electric Co­op, North Country 
Home Builders Assoc. and Building Alternatives, Inc. for more information go to: 

The Compelling Case for Natural Gas Vehicles: Fleet Workshop November 18 
Learn about the possibility of converting your town's fleet to more sustainable energy sources. 8:15­ 5:00 
pm at New England Center @ University of New Hampshire ­ Durham, NH. Co­hosted by the Clean 
Vehicle Education Foundation (CVEF), Maine Clean Communities and Granite State Clean Cities. 
Registration cost is $45 before November 4th, and $55 after that date. Sponsorships are available, please 
call Steve Linnell at 207­774­9891. 

Moderated by Stephe Yborra, CVEF. Visit online or call 207­774­9891 for more questions or to register. 

NH Sustainable Energy Association Home Energy Conference December 6 8:30am­4:30pm Followed 
by a Reception Holloway Commons, UNH Durham 

Keynote Speaker: Steven Strong from Solar Design Associates. 18 workshops for homeowners, 
community volunteers, and energy industry professionals on subjects ranging from efficiency, to solar pv 
and thermal, wind, wood, and local energy policy. Two dozen exhibitors and non­profit organizations. 
Something for everyone interested in sustainable energy in the home Hurry! There's limited capacity and 
last year was sold out. Discount for early registration. There are discounted admission for Local Energy 
Committee Members. Register at http://www.nhsea.org/hec/index.php 

3) Landfill Gas to Energy Workshop, Portland, ME Save the Date!A Sustainable Energy Source from 
Small Landfills in New England at University of Southern Maine at Environmental Finance Center, 
Portland, ME, Thursday, December 11, 2008  9:30 am ­ 4:15 pm. 
Landfill gas energy (LFGE) projects can offer local communities and businesses a source of low­cost, 
clean­burning fuel for both heat and electric production. In doing so, LFGE projects can provide significant 
improvements to both local and global air quality by eliminating methane emissions (a potent greenhouse 
gas) and reducing the need for higher­cost fossil fuels. LFGE can prove to be an economically sound 
investment in your community. If you manage a landfill, this workshop is for you. For more 
information go to: http://www.epa.gov/lmop/conf/lge121108.htm 

TOOLS /TRAINING 
1) Energy Star WebEx Training 
The following training sessions are offered free of charge by Energy Star. To register go to: 
https://energystar.webex.com/mw0305l/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=energystar 

Benchmarking Wastewater Plants with Portfolio Manager 
Thursday, November 6, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how to track the progress of energy efficiency 
efforts and compare the energy use of wastewater treatment plants to other peer facilities across the 
country. 

ENERGY STAR and the LEED® Rating System 
Tuesday, November 11, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how to use EPA tools and resources to help meet 
requirements for the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

http://www.nhsea.org/hec/index.php
http://www.epa.gov/lmop/conf/lge121108.htm
https://energystar.webex.com/mw0305l/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=energystar
mailto:nbh@metrocast.net
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rating system for new commercial construction (LEED NC), existing buildings (LEED EB), and K­12 
facilities (LEED for Schools). 

Innovative Financial Solutions for Drinking Water Systems and Wastewater Plants
 
Tuesday, November 18, 1:00 – 2:30 PM ET. Learn how water and wastewater facilities are
 
increasing energy efficiency with innovative solutions to financial barriers.
 

2) Energy Efficiency Webinar Series for Schools 
The U.S. Green Building Council is conducting an "Energy Efficiency Strategies for Schools" Webinar 
Series. The Webinar series is a valuable opportunity for school facilities managers and staff, school 
operations staff, and anyone else interested in improving the operational efficiency of a K­12 facility. 
Register today at: 
https://www.registrationheadquarters.com/events/?2a6c985655c24c31b9550000bd0a1a8ea 

Session 1 is free of charge. Sessions 2 and 3 are available for the discounted rate of $10 per session per 
Internet connection for USGBC and CEFPI Members, $15 per session for Non­Members. Save time and 
money by learning right from your desktop. Archived Webinars will also be available. 
Session 1 ­ FREE!
 
Top 10 No­Cost Ways to Lower Your School's Utility Bills
 
Thursday, November 6, 2008, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 
Session 2 
Top 10 Low­Cost Ways to Lower Your School's Utility Bills 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008; 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 
Session 3 
Top 10 Investments to Lower Your School's Utility Bills 
Wednesday, January 21, 2009; 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. EST 

All 122 communities in New England Community Energy Challenge program will automatically 
receive this email unless they indicate that they would like to be removed from the list. All other New 
England communities that would like to receive it are welcome to subscribe as well (for more 
information on joining the Challenge please visit: http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy­ 
challenge.html). For additions or deletions from this email list or if you have ideas on information 
that you would like to see in future monthly updates, please contact Linda Darveau of EPA New 
England at Darveau.Linda@epa.gov or at (617) 918­1718. 

https://www.registrationheadquarters.com/events/?2a6c985655c24c31b9550000bd0a1a8ea
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/energy/energy-challenge.html
mailto:Darveau.Linda@epa.gov

