
    

  Skip to main content


    
    

    
    
      
    
  
    
    
      
        
      

      
        An official website of the United States government

              Here’s how you know


        
          Here’s how you know
        
          

  
      
      
                  
            
            
              
                Official websites use .gov
                
 A .gov website belongs to an official government organization in the United States.
              

            

          

                  
            
            
              
                Secure .gov websites use HTTPS
                
 A lock (






A locked padlock) or https:// means you’ve safely connected to the .gov website. Share sensitive information only on official, secure websites.
              
            
          
              
    
  
  








  
  

  
  

  
            
  
    
      
        
          
            JavaScript appears to be disabled on this computer. Please click here to see any active alerts.

          

        

      

    

  




  
  
  
  




  

  
    
      
        
          
          
        
            
  
    
          
      

          Menu
      

      
            

  
    Search
    
    
      
      Search
    
    
    
    
    
    

      



            

    


  

  
        
  
    
      



              






  
  

  
  

  
            

                                      	
              Environmental Topics
              
	Environmental Topics
	Air
	Bed Bugs
	Cancer
	Chemicals, Toxics, and Pesticide 
	Climate Change
	Emergency Response
	Environmental Information by Location 
	Environmental Justice
	Greener Living
	Health
	Land, Waste, and Cleanup
	Lead
	Mold
	Radon
	Research
	Science Topics
	Water Topics
	A-Z Topic Index


	
              Laws & Regulations
              
	Laws & Regulations
	By Business Sector
	By Topic
	Compliance
	Enforcement
	Laws and Executive Orders
	Regulations


	
              Report a Violation
              
	Report a Violation
	Environmental Violations
	Fraud, Waste or Abuse


	
              About EPA
              
	About EPA
	Our Mission and What We Do
	EPA Administrator
	Headquarters Offices
	Regional Offices
	Labs and Research Centers
	Planning, Budget, and Results
	Organization Chart
	EPA History
	Staff Directory




  


  
  
  
  


          

  

    



        







  


  

    





  

          
        
              
          

        
                





  
  

  
  

  
            
  Contact Us

  
  
  
  


          

      

    
        
        

  Private Drinking Water Wells



      
        


  

    

  
    
  





  	
                  
  



  
    
      
                Safe Private Drinking Water Wells
      

              Private well owners are responsible for delivering safe drinking water to their households. 


The quality and safety of drinking water from private domestic wells are not regulated by the Federal Government under the Safe Drinking Water Act nor by most state governments and laws. 


Learn how to protect your household

                      

  



              
	
                  
  



  
    
      
                The Quality of our Nation's Waters
      

              Around 15 percent of the U.S. population (over 43 million) rely on private wells as their source of drinking water.


A U.S. Geologic Survey study of 2,100 private wells found that water pumped from about one in five wells contained one or more contaminants at a concentration greater than a human-health benchmark for drinking water.

                      

  



              
	
                  
  



  
    
      
                Private Well Data Maps
      

              EPA estimates that more than 23 million households rely on private wells for drinking water in the United States. In 2021, EPA released estimates of the density of private wells by census blocks, which can be found in DWMAPS or using EPA's Interactive Private Domestic Well Map. 
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   This website:


Educates well owners on wells, groundwater, and information on protecting their health.


Links to educational materials and resources to help private well owners hosted on other federal and non-profit websites.
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  Contact Us to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a problem.
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