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I. PURPOSE 
 

This procedure is implemented for the permitted TSCA storage area to ensure that there are no 
contaminates above the regulatory threshold of 10µg/100cm2 which can be transferred outside 
the confines of the permitted unit. 

 
 
II. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

A. Facility Manager 

 

The Facility Manager will ensure the requirements of this procedure are met continually.  
The Facility Manager shall be responsible for ensuring that all required training, 
inspections, and operational procedures are performed as required, and in accordance 
with this procedure.  The Facility Manager is also responsible for monitoring compliance. 
 

B. Manager and Supervisor 

 

The Manager and Supervisor are responsible for training employees on this procedure to 
ensure good operating practices in compliance with all appropriate regulations.  
Managers and supervisors are responsible for documenting such training and providing 
appropriate competency testing and updates as necessary. 
 

C. Lab Manager/Technician 

 

Responsible for selection sample locations, marking sample location on grid map, 
collecting samples and analyzing (or sending then out for analysis) samples in accordance 
with the requirements of this SOP. 
 

D. Health and Safety Manager 

 

The Health and Safety Manager is responsible for assisting the determination of the 
proper Personal Protective Equipment that must be employed when handling PCB 
materials.  The Health and Safety Manager is also responsible for assisting in the 
development of procedures necessary to safely handle materials listed by this procedure 
by identifying Workplace Hazard, Personal Protective equipment, developing and 
implementing training.   
 

E. Environmental Manager 

 

Then Environmental Manager is responsible for assisting development of good operating 
procedures that comply with all relevant permits and regulatory citations.   
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F. Employee 

 

The employee is responsible for promptly reporting any deviation from this procedure or 
non-compliance situation which may develop.  The employee is responsible for following 
all facility policies and procedures and using good judgment during implementation of 
this and other procedures. 
 
 

III. PROCEDURES 

 

The Clean Harbors wipe sampling program is in place to ensure on-going compliance with 
regulatory cleanup levels. The following information details the requirements of this program: 

 
A. Collection Times 

 

Wipe samples will be collected four (4) times per year.  These quarterly samples will be 
collected, in the first month of the quarter (e.g. for the first quarter, January – March, the 
sample will be collected in January).  
 

B. Number of Samples 

 

Based on the size of TSCA storage location, a minimum of two (2) samples will be taken 
quarterly.  The two areas of attention are the floor of the PCB containment bay and the 
ramp to that bay. 
 

C. Collection Locations 

 

Random samples will be taken from both the PCB containment bay and the ramp located 
at the entrance of the bay.  To that end, each location has a designated grid pattern that 
can be selected as the quarterly sampling location: 
 

 PCB Containment Bay (locations A-1 through E-3) 
 Ramp (locations 1 through 8) 

 

A diagram will be maintained showing the location of each sample taken for that quarter.  
Once a location has been selected it will not be sampled again until a sample has been 
taken from each location (see Figure 1). 
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 Figure 1 
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D. Sampling Procedure Used 

 

The standard wipe test protocol will be followed for collecting samples. 
 

E. Threshold to Define PCB Contamination 

 

For the purpose of this sampling, concentrations of less than 10µg/100cm2 will be 
considered not contaminated and require no further action.  Concentrations above 
10ug/100cm2 will be considered contaminated and the protocol described in Section H of 
this SOP will be followed. 
 

F. Sample Analysis 

 

Samples will be analyzed at the Facility on-site laboratory.  All samples collected will be 
analyzed using EPA SW-846 Method 8082   
 
At least one time per year samples will be sent to an off-site laboratory for analysis.  
 

G. Reporting 

 
The results of the quarterly wipe sampling results will be submitted to the EPA on an 
annual basis.  The annual analysis report will contain a compilation of the data for all 
four quarters of wipe sampling for that calendar year.  Annual analysis reports will be 
submitted at the end of the fourth quarter of the calendar year, within 30 days following 
fourth quarter sampling activities.  Additionally, records of the laboratory results for each 
quarter will be maintained at the Clean Harbors facility, and will be readily available for 
EPA inspection.  

 
a. The report will be sent to: 

Manager, RCRA Facilities Management 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St (WST-4) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

 
b. Information included to the report to EPA will include: 

 Location of sampling 
 Dates Samples were collected 
 Name of person collecting samples 
 Analytical results of the sampling event  

 
H. Remedial Requirements 

 

If wipe samples show PCB concentrations greater than 10µg/100 cm2, the area of 
contamination will be fully delineated to determine the extent of PCB contamination.  
This will be accomplished by first marking the location where the elevated levels were 
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found and then sampling in a step out fashion, utilizing a 1.5 meter spacing grid, 
reorienting it, and collecting a sample at each point were the grid falls in the cleanup area.  
The contaminated area will then be cleaned in accordance with 40 CFR § 761.61 or 40 
CFR § 761 Subpart G (PCB Spill Cleanup Policy) and follow-up sampling will be 
conducted to verify the contamination has been removed (see Figure 2). 
 
If, in any given quarter, the PCB concentration in any of the wipe samples exceeds the 
threshold concentration of 10µg/100cm2, EPA will be promptly notified.  A report 
providing the following information will be sent to EPA: 
 

 Location of sampling 
 Dates Samples were collected 
 Name of person collecting samples 
 Analytical results of the sampling event  
 A description of the extent of contamination 
 Process used to and clean-up the contaminates  

 
The report will be sent to EPA within 30 days of the sampling event detecting the 
contamination.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Figure 2 
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I. Record-Keeping 

 
In addition to the reports sent to EPA, records of all sampling and clean-up activities 
required by this SOP will be maintained on-site and made available for inspection. 


