
   

 
 

December 5, 2006 
 
Mr. Sin-Kie Tjho 
Caribbean Section 
RCRA Programs Branch 
US EPA – Region 2 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866  
 
Re:   Progress Update 
 GE Puerto Rico Investment, Inc. at Patillas, Puerto Rico 
 EPA ID# PRD090492109 
 
Dear Mr. Tjho, 
 
On behalf of General Electric Consumer and Industrial (GE), MWH is submitting this 
letter to provide an update on recent activities conducted at the GE Facility located in 
Patillas, Puerto Rico.  

In a letter dated September 1, 2005 (Attachment 1), the EPA responded to the submittal 
of the Supplemental RFI (February 2005), requesting additional data prior to submittal of 
a “Groundwater Migration Under Control” (CA-750) determination.   

GE proposed the following additional off-site activities: 

• Perform three additional rounds of groundwater sampling at 7 off-site wells, 

• Locate and sample well P-12, if possible, and 

• Additional monitoring well clusters to determine the down-gradient boundary of 
the plume. 

 
GE has completed the following activities: 

• Three sampling rounds at the 7 off-site wells. Samples were collected in 
December 2005, May 2006, and August 2006. See Attachment 2 for a posting 
map of the analytical results.  

• During December 2005, efforts to locate well P-12 were done based on the 
previously surveyed coordinates using a portable GPS and the previous consultant 
(Mike Pelletier, EarthTech) that installed the well.  However, the P-12 well was 
not found, and is presumed destroyed, as we were made aware of construction 
activities performed by others that occurred in this area.  

• Installed one additional off-site well cluster (P-20S/P-20D) in a location approved 
by the EPA.  These wells were installed in May 2006, and sampled in May and 
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August 2006. See Attachment 2 for a posting map of the analytical results. After 
the analytical results were received from P-20S / P-20D, GE communicated the 
results to the EPA on July 10, 2006. 

In a teleconference held July 18, 2006, the EPA requested that GE continue to pursue 
further efforts to obtain off-site access to install an additional well cluster down-gradient 
of well cluster MW-19S/D and southwest of well cluster MW-20S/D (as illustrated on the 
figure provided in Attachment 3). Attachment 4 provides a copy of the email from the 
EPA requesting GE to continue to pursue access to the property for additional wells. 
  
Offsite Access Efforts 
A chronology of contact with neighboring property Custodian-in-Fact, Mr. Secundino 
Cora is summarized below; 
 

• September 12, 2006: Roberto Miranda EHS Island Manager of Caribe GE-Puerto 
Rico operations, met with Mr. Cora to inform him of GE’s interest in installing 
additional monitoring wells on the property, of which Mr. Cora has represented in 
the past to GE that he is the Custodian-in-Fact. 

 
• October 10, 2006: Mr. Miranda spoke with Mr. Cora requesting access.  

 
• October 26, 2006: A formal letter from GE requesting access was provided to Mr. 

Cora.  
 

• October 31, 2006: Mr. Miranda called Mr. Cora requesting a response for the 
access letter.  

 
• November 1, 2006: Mr. Miranda called Mr. Cora again to see if there has been a 

response to the letter from the owners to which Mr. Cora responds that no 
response has been received yet. 

 
• November 9, 2006: Mr. Miranda called Mr. Cora; again no response. 

 
• November 30, 2006: Signed access agreement was obtained from Mr. Cora. A 

copy of the signed access agreement is provided as Attachment 5. 
 
GE understands that Mr. Secundino Cora is the Custodian-in-Fact of the neighboring 
property where additional off-site wells are being considered and Mr. Cora has provided 
access to said property in the past. However, as a measure of due diligence, GE is in the 
process of confirming this latest agreement, in view of Mr. Cora’s recent statements to 
Roberto Miranda that he had to go through a process of obtaining an approval response 
from new owners, in order to sign the updated access agreement allowing installation of 
new wells.  
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Path Forward 
 
Once this agreement is duly confirmed, we will develop a schedule for installing the 
additional well cluster. GE and MWH would like to arrange for a conference call with 
you to discuss the path forward options for this project.   
 
If you have any questions or comments on the information provided in this letter, please 
do not hesitate to call Mike Goldstein at (502) 452-3468 or myself at (610) 407-7942.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
William Bowen 
Project Manager 
 
cc:  Michael Goldstein, GE 
 Amir Lastra, Caribe GE 
 Christina Archer, GE 
 Roberto Miranda, Caribe GE 
 
Attachments: Attachment 1 – EPA Letter dated September 1, 2005 

Attachment 2 - VOC Analytical Results Posting Map  
Attachment 3 – Proposed Well Location Map 
Attachment 4 – Copy of Email Requesting GE to Pursue Access for 

Additional Wells  
Attachment 5 – Access Letter signed by Mr. Cora on November 30, 2006 



 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 

EPA LETTER DATED 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2005 















ATTACHMENT 2 

VOC ANALYTICAL RESULTS POSTING MAP 



P-15DD (Screened 68.5 - 73.5 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 0.5 J < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 2.1 2 J 2 J 2 J
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 104 96 99 86
Chloroform ug/l 80 < 1 < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

P-16S (Screened 16.2 - 26.2 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 0.4 J < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 5.3 4 J 3 J 2 J
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 13.2 17 11 9
Chloroform ug/l 80 0.2 J < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

P-17D (Screened 50.1 - 60.1 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 < 1 < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 2.1 2 J 2 J 2 J
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 163 120 130 110
Chloroform ug/l 80 < 1 < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

P-18S (Screened 6.4 - 16.4 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 1.6 1 J 1 J 0.9 J

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 2.3 1 J 2 J < 1
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 63.8 26 39 20
Chloroform ug/l 80 1.1 J 2 J 1 J < 0.8

P-18D (Screened 35 - 45 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 1.2 1 J < 0.8 1 J

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 2.1 1 J 2 J 2 J
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 64.6 38 53 53
Chloroform ug/l 80 0.9 J 4 J 3 J 2 J

P-19S (Screened 5.6 - 15.6 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 0.4 J < 0.8 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 0.3 J < 1 < 1 < 1
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 5.4 2 J 1 J < 0.8
Chloroform ug/l 80 0.9 J < 0.8 2 J < 0.8

P-19D (Screened 25.7 - 35.7 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
June 2004 

Result
Dec. 2005 

Result
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 1.1 < 0.8 < 0.8 1 J

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 0.7 J < 1 < 1 < 1
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 14.5 5 7 8
Chloroform ug/l 80 2.2 2 J 2 J 1 J

P-20S (Screened 12.1 - 22.1 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS < 1 < 1
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 < 0.8 < 0.8
Chloroform ug/l 80 1 J < 0.8

P-20D (Screened 40 - 50 feet BGS)
Analytical 

Group Constituent Units MCL
May 2006 

Result
Aug. 2006 

Result
VOCs 1,1,1-Trichloroethane ug/l 200 < 0.8 < 0.8

1,1-Dichloroethane ug/l NS 1 J 1 J
1,1-Dichloroethene ug/l 7 37 44
Chloroform ug/l 80 1 J 1 J



ATTACHMENT 3 

PROPOSED WELL LOCATION MAP



DRAFT
OFF-SITE PROPERTY ACCESS MAP

CARIBE GENERAL ELECTRIC
PATILLAS, PUERTO RICO

FIGURE 1

S:\IND PROJECTS\GE Master\GE Patillas\2111204_Patillas_2006\16.0 Figures\Figure 1 CS:sps July 2006

Note: Area boundaries are approximate, and based on
information provided by Earth Tech, Inc. and current
understanding by MWH.
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ATTACHMENT 4 

COPY OF EMAIL REQUESTING GE TO  

PURSUE ACCESS FOR ADDITIONAL WELLS 















ATTACHMENT 5 

ACCESS LETTER SIGNED BY MR. CORA ON NOVEMBER 30, 2006 
 










