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HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: (Good eveni ng
and thank you for comng. M nane is Adol ph Everett.
" mthe EPA Region 2 Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act or RCRA Programs Branch Chief. |'mhere
tonight to gather public input on the cleanup of the
Acid Brook portion of the DuPont Ponpton Lakes site.
Cl eanup i s being conducted using the EPA s
authorities under the Conservation and Recovery Act
of 1976. Under the provision of federal regulation |
amserving as the official Presiding Oficer of this
hearing and I welconme you all for being part of this
sessi on.

| also want to introduce ny coll eagues
from EPA here tonight. Fromour Public Affairs
Di vision, Director Bonnie Bellow --

DI RECTOR BELLOW  Here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT:. --
| nt ergovernnental and Community Affairs Branch Chief;
Todd Cal ongne as well as M ke McGowan and Dave
Kl uesner; and from our D vision of Environnental
Pl anni ng and Protection, Director John Filippelli, in
t he back; Deputy Director Iglesias; and Ciff Ng, who
| believe is at the sign-in table.

The purpose of this hearing is to take

comrent on EPA's tentative determnation to sel ect
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corrective action neasures for the Acid Brook Delta
sedi nrents and upl and areas. These neasures woul d be
| nposed upon E.I. DuPont de Nemours and Conpany
| ncor porated, or DuPont, during nodification of the
EPA RCRA permt initially issued in 1992 for the
Ponmpt on Lakes Wirks Facility, |ocated at 2000
Cannonbal | Road.

As brief background, the Dupont Ponpton
Lakes facility is regul ated under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act because Dupont managed
hazar dous waste onsite in regul ated process units at
the time the regul ations under the statute cane into
effect in the early 1980's.

The statute was anended in 1984 to
I ncor porate what are called the Hazardous and Solid
Wast e Anendnents. Anong these anendnents is an
obligation that facilities that manage hazardous
waste nust take actions to clean up their sites as
necessary. The EPA permt requires DuPont to clean
up contam nation fromthe facility and remains in
ef fect even though DuPont ceased facility operation
in 1994,

The permt applies to all on-site and
off-site areas affected by operations at the Dupont

Ponmpt on Lakes facility.
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Dupont al so has cl eanup obligation under
New Jersey law resulting in the 1988 Adm ni strative
Consent Order entered into with the New Jersey
Departnment of Environnental Protection. The federal
and state prograns follow simlar procedures for site
assessnent, investigation, evaluation and
remedi ati on. EPA and the New Jersey Departnent of
Environnental Protection have a co-Ilead arrangenent
for cleanup oversight at the site.

The EPA has the I ead on the renedi ati on
of the Acid Brook Delta sedinents and upl ands areas.
The Acid Brook flows fromnorth to south through the
Eastern Valley on the DuPont property. The brook was
remedi ated in the 1990's, however, past discharges
into the brook resulted in contam nation of delta
sedi nrents and Upl ands Soi | s.

The EPA hosted public information
sessions in October during which we went through
technical i1issues about the project in detail. The
presentations fromthose neetings are avail abl e on
the EPA Wb site for this project. That Wb site is
i ncl uded on the handout that was given to you at the
sign-in desk.

But before we begin, 1'd like to take a

mnute to highlight the key activities and findi ngs
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which formthe basis of EPA's proposed RCRA permt
nodi fi cati on.

Under the permt, DuPont was required to
performan investigation to determne the nature and
extent of contam nation caused by facility
operations. DuPont performed those investigations
and studies for the Acid Brook Delta study area
bet ween 1995 and 2008. DuPont | ooked at three nmjor
conponents: The sedinents, the Uplands Soils, and
the Shoreline Properties. Under the RCRA permt,
DuPont is also required to use its findings of its
I nvestigations, upon EPA approval, to propose and
eval uate corrective action neasures adhering to the
criteria prescribed in the permt.

For the sedinent, nercury and | ead were
determned to be the key site-related pollutants of
concern. W decided to focus our attention on the
mercury because when inorganic nercury is processed
by certain bacteria, it turns into organic nethyl
mercury, which is a nore toxic formof nercury.

Met hyl mercury can accunulate in the snmaller aquatic
organi sms and then in fish and other animls of the
food chain. As such, this ecol ogical pathway poses a
greater risk than direct human contact. Al so,

nmercury and |lead are located in the sanme areas, SO
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cleaning up the nercury will also elimnate the | ead.

Sanpl es of bottom sedi nent were taken
across the entire | ake and channel. Mercury
concentrations were determned at the top 6 inches
which is the | ayer nost available to plants and
animal s and nost likely to result in nercury getting
into the food chain.

To address these ecol ogi cal concerns,
DuPont proposed and eval uated renedi ation to reduce
the potential for nmercury to turn into nmethyl nercury
in the near shore sedinents and to reduce the area of
exposure of ecological receptors to el evated
concentrations of mercury in the delta sedinents.
Based on our review of the Study, the EPA is
proposing as a final renedy for the Acid Brook Delta,
t he dredging of at |east 68,000 cubic yards of
sediments from 26 acres of the | ake.

The area to be dredged is determ ned by
mercury concentrations within the first 6 inches of
sediment. However, within this area the delta wll
be dredged at | east down to the "peat"” |ayer which
was present when the delta was subrerged foll ow ng
t he Ponpton Lakes dam enl argenent in 1908.

The EPA al so proposes the excavation of

7,800 cubic yards of soil, in 17 separate |ocations,
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from approxi mately one acre of the Upl ands area.
These [ ocations wll be cleaned up to the | ower of
human heal t h-based direct contact standards or
ecol ogical criteria for mercury and other netals.

The dredged sedi nents and excavated soil
wi |l be disposed of at an authorized off-site
di sposal facility. W'Ill also devel op an appropriate
post -renedi ati on nonitoring program

It was al so determ ned that the
Shoreline properties were not inpacted by delta
sedi ments during historic stornms and no corrective
work is being proposed for them

The proposed permt nodification is
limted to the selection of renmedies that | just
descri bed. DuPont will also need to obtain state and
| ocal permts for this work. Plans to clean up the
remai ni ng areas of on-and-off-site contam nation wl|
be the subject of future public neetings and public
heari ngs on proposed permt nodifications when
I nvestigations have been conpl eted and proposal s have
been drafted and revi ewed by the agenci es.

W're here this evening to listen to you
and to take your statenents on this proposed permt
nodi fication. This hearing is on the record and a

transcript wll be available. W wll also prepare a
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witten sunmary responding to comments nade this
eveni ng and comments submtted in witing during the
public comrents period which ends January 13. Al
the information that you need to submt coments to
EPA is contained in the handout given to you at the
sign-in desk. W also have comrent cards avail abl e
for those of you who wish to submt comrents to us in
witing tonight. Al comments wll be considered,
but it wll be asked that you keep your comrents and
statenents focused on the proposed permt
nodi fi cati on.

Those wi shing to nake statenents shoul d
have signed in and received a nunber. | wll cal
out the nunber of the speaker. For those with an odd
nunber, |'d ask that while the odd nunber speaker
before you i s speaking, please approach the
m crophone on the right of the auditorium and those
wi th an even nunber, please use the m crophone on the
left, on the left side of the auditorium

| ask that you please identify yourself
bef ore speaking and | al so ask that you keep your

statenents brief and not to exceed three m nutes.

This will allow everyone the opportunity to speak.
Ariel Iglesias will nonitor the tinme and
we'll take a 15-m nute break around 9:00. During the
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break, for those who wi sh to nake a statenent tonight
but did not sign up and receive a nunber, please go
to the sign-in desk and we'll assign a nunber to you
at that time, after the break.

So, with that, we'll get started.

| ask that Speaker No. 1, if you can
pl ease identify yourself.

MR, HARRISON: My nane is Kevin
Harrison. |'ma resident here in Ponpton Lakes. |
have two young children and |I'mvery concerned for ny
famly and that's why |'m here tonight.

I want to strongly oppose this permt
because nobody lives in the |ake and | think that you
need to take full control, EPA neaning, needs to
take full control of this contam nation, take it away
fromthe State of New Jersey, because they have done
nothing in 30 years, and take full control of this so
that you clean up the area that famlies live in
before you clean up a | ake that nobody l|ives in.

And that's all | would like to say. |
oppose this permt and work harder on cleaning up the
honmes and the soil and the groundwat er underneath
t hese honmes. Vapor systens, half of them do not work
and that's not a solution to the cleanup.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you,
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Sir

No. 2.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: We woul d ask
I f you kindly say your full nane and spell it for

her, the recorder.

MR. EVELINA: M nane is Thonas Eveli na,
E-V-E-L-I-N-A. | was a longtinme resident of Ponpton
Lakes. There are a couple of things about the whole
I ssue that | woul d ask.

Nunber one, | can't believe, it's been
going on for 20 years that | know of and we're no
cl oser to cleanup today than we were 20 years ago.

Second of all, I think the only thing
that really can work in this situation is to have the
area declared Type 2 Superfund site because the
Superfund Type 2 has a |lot nore neaning to it than
anything else out there as far as legislation
enf orcenent.

I'"'malso a nenber of the volunteer fire
departnent and serve as a vol unteer HAZMAT tech. |
just had a | ocal business threatened with a $10, 000
fine for punping out his elevator shaft during a
rainstormthat threatened to flood his basenent. You
have DuPont who is commtting the equival ent of

environnmental nurder and they haven't paid a dine
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yet. And a local business is going to be

fined $10,000 for failure to report to punp out their
sewer system It's small business that keeps our
country going right now.

( Appl ause.)

If | take a cup of food coloring and
dunmp it in a five-gallon bucket, what are the odds
that food coloring stays in one spot? How do you
determne that the polluter is responsible for a
m nute section of the | ake?

So to dredge a certain portion of the
| ake that is totally contamnated, it's just devoid
of comon sense and | think it's detached from
reality.

That's all | have to say.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you,
sir.

No. 3.

M5. SEGRETTO. My nane is Lauren
Segretto, SE-GRE-T-T-O and I'mfromthe Edi son
Wet | ands Associ ati on.

I would like to convey the continued
urgency of listing the Ponpton Lakes DuPont site as a
Superfund site under the Conprehensive Environnental

Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act. As the

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 12

negati vel y-affected participants in the environnental
tragedy, the community deserves to be involved in the
deci sions regardi ng the DuPont Wrks site. Only by
doing this, can we successfully pronote the continued
protection and health and the well-being of these
famlies living in Ponpton Lakes, New Jersey.

From 1902 to 1994, the DuPont Cheni ca
Conpany dunped toxic chem cals into Ponpton Lakes,
New Jersey. Since that tine, this conpany has
abandoned this area and there still has not been a
cleanup of this site and it's been way too | ong.
DuPont has left a wonderful community with no viable
option than to live in nore than 450 houses that are
af fected by vapor intrusion. Maning that all of
t hese hones and people living in themare constantly
surrounded by toxic vapor.

Designated as a Superfund site it would
call for the Ponpton Lakes DuPont Wrks site to be
cl eaned up under the supervision of the USEPA
Mor eover, the USEPA has stated nunerous tines that
there's little doubt that the Ponpton Lakes Dupont
Wrks site would nore than qualify for Superfund
status. Mninmum score to qualify for a Superfund
status is 28.5; the Ponpton Lakes DuPont Wrks site

iIs rated 68, alnpbst three tinmes the m ni nrum st andar d.
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It's critical that Ponpton Lakes be
decl ared a Superfund site both for the health of the
envi ronnment and t he people of Ponpton Lakes as wel
as the safety and well-being of so many m streated
famlies. Listing Ponpton Lakes as a Superfund site
would finally help to account for the concerns of the
people in the community and to restore their sense of
dignity and security. Ponpton Lakes has waited way
too long and it's tinme for a change now.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you.

No. 4, please.

M5. GRAZI ANO. My nane is Lauren
G azi ano, Assistant Toxic Coordinator with the Edi son
Wet | ands Association. GRA-Z-1-A-NO

| am speaking for the people that are
suffering in Ponpton Lakes. | urge you to do what is
necessary for this Ponpton Lakes DuPont site as a
federal Superfund under the Conprehensive
Envi ronnment al Response, Conpensation and Liability
Act. Under the current Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act status, decisions are being nade on
specific cleanup options and permts behind cl osed
doors without involvenent of the public. |If listed

as a Superfund site, this will guarantee the
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participation of the comunity that it's affecting.
DuPont' s cl eanup action under the renedi ati on project
has continually failed to address renedi ati on of
cancer-causi ng chem cal s.

(Interruption.)

Cl eanup efforts include the restoration
of only 26 acres of a 250-acre lake. |f the whole
| ake is not properly renedi ated, the nercury
contamnation that is attached and absorbed to the
sediment particles will be transferred into other
areas and rel eased. DuPont has al so clai ned that
they're only responsible for 26 acres and that there
are ot her background sources responsible for the
remai ni ng cont am nati on.

Who aut hori zed and sanctioned this fact
wi t hout public knowl edge or input? DuPont is
dragging their feet while these residents are
continually breathing in toxic gas, for decades,
hundreds of famlies suffer and are still suffering,
that have mgrated into their basenments. This
vapor --

(Interruption.)

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: Ma'am if you
coul d speak slower so the reporter could have a

chance to report what is said, |I'd appreciate it.
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M5. GRAZI ANO  For these reasons | just
stated, the federal governnment needs to get involved
and i mmedi atel y designate the Ponpton Lakes DuPont
Wrks site as a federal Superfund site under CERCLA.

As hundreds of famlies suffer from poi sonous gasses

rising into their honme, | urge you to do what is
right.

Thank you.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: 1'd like to

rem nd the people that are providing statenents,
we're using a stenographer; she is recording your
statenents. If you could speak directly into the
m crophone, and slower, so that she can record what's
being stated, we'd appreciate it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 5.

MR. MENDEZ: M nane is Thomas Mendez.

I"'mgoing to keep this short and to the
point. There's pollution, people are dying and we
know who is responsible. This is sonething that nust
be rectified. This is really common sense. Fact
that we're sitting here having this little neeting is
honestly a pawn. You can't even say the tinme to act
I S now because this is sonething that's been
happening for years and years now. The tinme to act

has been 30 years ago when this originally happened.

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 16

And this nust be cl eaned up.

And furthernore, | have one last thing |
have to say. The Superfund status is really the only
way to go. If you allow the conpany to do it in
conjunction with EPA, it doesn't get done properly.
W need the community to be involved. The conmunity
will ensure that this is done properly because their
|ives are the ones at stake. Not DuPont, not the
gover nnent, people of Ponpton Lakes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 6, please.

M5. BINGHAM Victoria Bi ngham
Assi stant Program Coordi nator for Edi son Wetl ands
Association. B-I-NGHAM

Tonight, |ike nmany of us here, |I'm
urging the USEPA not to allow this permt
nodi fi cati on and decide to discontinue the RCRA
regul atory process here because it hasn't been
wor ki ng.

| have several issues with the permt
nodi fication. First of all, renmediation of the |ake
has to be taken into consideration as a whole. How
is it possible that only 26 out of the 250 acres are
supposed to be DuPont's responsibility? | want to
know where that information cane from

Second of all, we're wasting nore and

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company
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nore tine, really. Like Tomjust said, 30 years, 30
years; but 30 years, how nuch has been done in 30
years?

It's inexcusable, it's really a shane,
shameful. We're still waiting.

So, you know, suffice it to say, this
site is in need of Superfund listing to keep DuPont
to be able to self-certify their own cleanup. Cut
corners would only put the community in danger of
heal th and safety issues. To round things up in
consi deration of all the data, the cancer clusters
t hat have been proven, granting Superfund is not only
absolutely crucial for the health and safety of
Ponpt on Lakes citizens, but even nore so, for future
gener ati ons.

So |"murging the USEPA not to consi der
this permt nodification at all, but, rather, swtch
to Superfund. Famlies are suffering and quality of
life is at stake. This is |Iong overdue. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 7, pl ease.

MR WOLFE: I'mNo. 7. M nane is Bil
Wl fe, WOL-F-E. I|I'mdirector of the group called
New Jersey PEER. That's an acronym for Public

Enpl oyees for Environnental Responsibility.
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I want to take objection at the outset
to the three-mnute limt. | think it's arrogant,
arbitrary, without basis, and | will not conply with
It. You're criticizing people who are forced to
speak quickly --

( Appl ause.)

-- because they're nervous and they're
trying to get in everything they have to say in three
m nutes, which is an obscenity given the fact that
this permt that we're here tonight to di scuss was
I ssued in 1992, 20 years ago, and there's been
literally no input fromthis community. And for EPA
to stand here and try to limt it to three mnutes is
totally crazy. That is just a principled position
|'"'mgoing to stick with.

Nunber two, prior to coming to this
hearing, | stood wth former Governor JimFlorio, and
Congressman Florio, who is the sponsor of the
Superfund law. And for himto be here and for those
kids to be here and the EPA Adm nistrator not to be
here, after she nade several commtnents to this
comruni ty about aggressively enforcing RCRA as the
alternative to a Superfund listing, again is totally
unacceptable. The renedy that the EPA has deci ded

upon is to use the RCRA programin lieu of the
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Super fund program

And | have a letter from EPA Regi onal
Adm ni strator Enck, which | will introduce in witten
comrents, which pledges her personal commtnent to
enforce all RCRA requirenents. That's clearly not
been done and it's unacceptable for a public official
to make those representati ons and not follow through
on it.

Before | get cut off, which I'm assum ng
|l will be, I want to get specific. EPA did not
conmply with the RCRA requirenents that require
consultation with federal entities, including US Fish
& Wldlife Service, for review of the draft plan.
It's particularly inportant that US Fish & Wldlife
Service participate because we have bi oaccunul ati ve
mercury that has ecol ogical effects and human health
effects due to bioaccunul ati on and bi omagni fication
t hrough the food chain and they are the experts that
are expert on that. They have not submtted
comments, | have not been able to review their
science and | have not been able to inject their
concerns into this process. It violates the RCRA
regul ations and it violates basic scientific
integrity and it's unacceptable. For Region

Adm ni strator Enck to make a commtnent that she is
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going to enforce to the letter, all the RCRA
regul ati ons and not deal with that fundanental

m ni mum scientific requirenment that EPA consult with
t he experts on bioaccunul ative nercury, is totally
unaccept abl e.

( Appl ause.)

Second point, | want EPA or anybody el se
reviewing this transcript to conduct an investigation
I nto DuPont and the EPA and state DEP' s discl osure of
t he vapor intrusion issue, and that could be done
t hrough the EPA I nspector Ceneral's office or through
t he Departnent of Justice. | believe there's been
wrongdoi ng, there's potential fraud, and it may rise
to crimnal levels. | think that that needs to be
| ooked at because not nonths after DuPont received a
liability waiver fromthe litigants in this town,
then the disclosure of vapor intrusion accidentally
j ust happened to occur.

| find that to be --

( Appl ause.)

| find that on its face to be
i npl ausi bl e gi ven DuPont's scientific expertise and
knowl edge of the site, EPA' s scientific expertise and
know edge of the site, to suddenly, in 2008, after

the liability waiver has been issued, to suddenly
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tell the people and the people who |ive in those
homes that they have a vapor problem [It's just not
credi bl e.

Personally, I wll put on the record, |
wor ked for the Comm ssioner of DEP, Brad Canpbell, in
2002. At that tinme, he was given notice, and |
publ i shed this nenorandum on ny Wb site, he was
given notice by his experts in the site renedi ation
program that vapor intrusion was a problem that
needed to be addressed at all groundwork
contam nation sites that invol ved organics.

So, state EPA knew, in 2002, and should
have taken all necessary actions to investigate all
vol atil e-organic contam nated sites and to take six
years to do that doesn't neet the straight-face test.
| believe the EPA perhaps intentionally w thheld
information to avoid legal liability for the DuPont
Corporation. And that is a crine.

( Appl ause.)

Third point, | want investigation, and
this is on the record, by the Justice Departnent, of
EPA' s report to Congress with respect to certifying
under RCRA and under the statute that Congress passed
requi ring RCRA reporting, that the groundwater was

under control and that the human exposure was under
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control. | believe there were false certifications
to Congress and | think that's a crine.

Ckay. So | want that | ooked into and I
want EPA' s response on the record as to when they
submtted reports to Congress asserting that the
groundwat er was under control in this town fromthat
site, under RCRA, and that human exposure was under
control. Because that determ nation has since been
revi sed and human exposure i s now not under control
and we know it's not under control because we have
di rect contact exposures, in 450 hones, to vapor
I ntrusion.

Those are just the basic points before |
start tal king.

| also object to the scope of the
hearing being limted to the Acid Brook renedi al
cl eanup pl an proposed by DuPont. GCkay? That 1992
RCRA permt, it's a nodification of that permt,
therefore, anything wthin the scope of that permt
is fair gane for anybody to comment on. And you
can't arbitrarily narrow the scope to the Acid Brook
portion of the entire DuPont site.

(Appl ause.)

And lastly, dispensing wth ny

prelimnaries, | want to hear, because | heard the
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Hearing O ficer nention in his sunmary, the disposal
of all soil and sedi nent be excavated fromthis
community fromthe DuPont site should be handl ed as
RCRA Subtitle C hazardous waste and di sposed of at a
hazar dous waste facility, not solid waste where it
could end up in sonebody's conpost pile in South
Jersey, okay?

And that is a serious problemwth
contam nated soils and sedinents in the State of New
Jersey. | don't know what it is, where EPA is
| ooki ng and who they're paying attention to, but
everything under the sun is being blended with
contam nated soils and sedinents and it's all over
t he pl ace.

So you guys have strict controls on
every nol ecul e excavated fromthis site under
Subtitle C, cradle to grave, manifested, disposed of
under Subtitle C, with proper environnental control.

( Appl ause.)

Now t he conments on the proposed Acid
Brook renedi al plan.

The EPA nodified DuPont's RCRA permt,
on May 4th, 2010, to insert a new conpliance
schedul e. That nodification was done w thout public

heari ng, w thout public notice, and w thout public
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comment. It is therefore bogus and a sham and it's
not a valid permt nodification.

So you got to go back to the draw ng
board, take everything you did in that conpliance
schedule and put it out to this conmunity and see if
they' re happy with the cleanup, see if they' re happy
with the dates, see if they're happy with the
schedul es, see if they're happy with the conpliance
requi rements. And you stealth-ed that thing and you
not only stealth-ed it, you stealth-ed it after the
Regi onal Adm ni strator had nmade a conmtnent to this
community to open up the cleanup process and provide
for additional conmmunity input on all the renedi al
activities that were going on at that site. For EPA
to unilaterally do that w thout public comment is
worse than arrogant, it is violations of |aw, because
It 1s a substantive change to the permt. It dealt
with the entire soil renediation, groundwater
remedi ati on, additional vapor intrusion requirenents;
it was highly substantive. And to do that w thout
public comment is totally unacceptabl e.

So you got to withdraw this proposed
draft permt and go back to square one and propose
t hat conpliance schedul e nodification for public

noti ce and conment.
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(Appl ause.)

You guys are playing regul atory ganes
here. You see, | want the public to know and | want
the record to reflect that | was, in 1985, ny first
job at the DEP was director of the DEP corrective
action programand | was Barry Tornick's counterpart
in Trenton. GCkay? So | knowthe little regulatory
ganes that could be played here. And the way you
guys are doing this is not in conport with your
Regi onal Adm nistrator's commtnent to open this
thing up and nmake it nore user-friendly. You're
bei ng bureaucratic and you' re pieceneal -ing things
and you' re doing things wthout adequate
consul tati on.

And | don't buy the community advisor
group informal nodel whatsoever. | want a
transcript, I want EPA's response to conmment, | want
everything on the record. Gkay? That holds you guys
accountable and it nmakes you honest.

Technically, the technical issues on the
Aci d Brook plan --

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: M. Wl fe, we
have all owed you for nore than six mnutes.

MR WOLFE: That's right. That's right.

It's been 25 years.
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A MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: 1'Ill give ny
three mnutes to you.

DI RECTOR BELLOW If people feel they
want to take nore tine. W have a limt because we
expected a | ot of people.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: W're fine
with it. Thank you for your concern.

MR. WOLFE: Technically, the
characterization of the background |evel of nercury,
that to me is scientifically flawed because there
doesn't seemto be any scientific basis for
characterizing what portion of the nercury in the
envi ronnment came from DuPont versus what cane from
at nospheri c deposition. And wthout valid
scientifically-credi ble nethods to determ ne
background, you cannot assign cl eanup obligations
because you don't know what DuPont contri buted versus
what was there fromthe coal-fired power plants in
the M dwest or in M chigan.

To a related point, the apportionnment to
DuPont, there are anal ytical nethods that would all ow
you to evaluate the core sanples over tinme so you
coul d evaluate scientifically what contribution was
associated with the point site versus what cane

t hrough at nospheric deposition. There was not even
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an attenpt to do that. |In the docunents that |
reviewed, | didn't see that. It's a fundanental
poi nt .

Nunber three, | didn't see any anal ysis

of the biological nmechani snms under which nmercury
beconmes bioavailable. | saw quite a bit of the
physi cal met hods about how erosion could scour the
cap you're proposing on the nercury you're leaving in
place, but | didn't see any eval uation of how the
mercury you're leaving in place, outside the 26-acre
remedi al zone and underneath the stuff you're going
to cap and |l eave in place, how that over tinme wll
becone bi oavail abl e t hrough bi ol ogi cal neans.
Meani ng everything from m croscopic organi sns to
macr oi nvertebrates who digest that nercury and nake
It nmethylized and it therefore becones bioavail abl e
and noves through the food chain for fish and
wildlife and human life. | didn't see any of that.
And not only did | not see any of that,
but that scientifically conpletely contradicts EPA' s
own work in the Great Lakes initiative where they
have devel oped wildlife criteria for mercury,
numeri cal values and scientific nmethods as the fate
and transport in environnental behavior of nercury.

None of that was done by DuPont. It conflicts with

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 28

EPA's nercury report to Congress, in 1999, which
reviewed the state-of-art science at that tine, and
none of that science | saw reflected in the DuPont
effort. And what | did see reflected, and I'Il talk
about that in a nmoment, contradicted EPA's scientific
met hods.

And EPA, just last nonth, issued an air
max standard for nercury at coal-fired power plants.
That max standard canme with the scientific evaluation
of the current state of the art of science on nercury
and bi oaccunul ati on and ecol ogi cal effects. None of
that work that DuPont did was consistent with the
EPA's own scientific evaluation that it formed the
scientific basis at the nercury site.

(Appl ause.)

So, scientifically, | don't think it's
possi ble for the agency to sign off on the DuPont
pl an because it contradicts the EPA's own science in
so many ways. |'Il talk about that in a nonent.

The DuPont work did eval uate sone
i ndi cators of bioecol ogi cal effect and
bi omagni fi cati on and bi oaccunul ation and they did it
in two nethods that would mnimze, and | think
m sl eadingly mnimze, the extent of the problem

Because they did nmacroinvertebrate toxicity as an
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i ndicator. And in all the scientific work |I've seen
at EPA and the DEP, where | was directly involved in
some work there, | haven't seen macroinvertebrate
toxicity as a mmjor indicator of bioaccunulation and
bi oaccumul ative inpacts in nercury in the
environnment. But DuPont used it to say, since there
was relatively little or no nacroi nvertebrate
toxicity, that therefore it was not that big of an
acute or chronic problem | think that's a

m sl eadi ng indicator and I don't think EPA should |et
them get away with that.

The other indicator, that DuPont used,
was macroi nvertebrate comunity structure. Again, |
don't see macroinvertebrate community structure as a
maj or nmet hod for EPA's eval uation of nercury and
environnmental toxicity. DuPont used fish, but all |
could find was young fish, neaning fish that are one
year old or less, they haven't lived | ong enough to
bi oaccunmul ate the nercury that's available in the
envi ronnent .

So, of course, if you sanple young fish,
you're to get arbitrarily |ow val ues. Again,

m sl eadi ng sci ence. EPA cannot |et that happen.
The science | did see cane fromthe DEP,

which said that the levels in fish tissue in Ponpton
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Lake were | think 3-to-5 tines higher than the

hi ghest | evel found in New Jersey | akes. And on
EPA' s report to Congress, it was from5-to0-200 tines
hi gher.

So we have sone very high concentrations
in fish tissue in Ponpton Lakes. And DuPont is not
acknow edgi ng that and EPA's not using that as an
indicator. | think the renedial plan doesn't
adequately deal wth that issue.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: M. Wlfe, we
do have ot her people --

MR WOLFE: | told you, | will not abide
by your three-mnute limt, I'mnot going to abide by
your six-mnute limt. Unless the people want to run
me out on arail, I"'mwlling to goto the mat. You
under st and ne?

(Appl ause.)

Now you're junping tw ce now and | don't
want to be the yo-yo here --

Dl RECTOR BELLON  Go on.

MR. WOLFE: No, |'ve got an objection.
|'ve now entered a personal point of objection.
Because | am 55 years old. 1In 1995, | becane honored
by Governor Christie Wiitman for whistlebl ow ng and

| eaki ng docunents show ng the State of New Jersey
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covering up freshwater fish concentrations of

mercury.
(Appl ause.)
That's how | becane a, quote/unquote,
environnental advocate. | was driven out of the

bureaucracy, and I'mnot going to deal with
bureaucrats stanping on ny integrity.

(Appl ause.)

My last point, in closing, New Jersey
has Surface Water Quality Criteria that apply to
Pompt on Lakes. Designated use for Ponpton Lake is
for recreation and water supply. Any renedi al
activity by DuPont, that affects that water, has to
neet the recreational use designation and the water
supply designation and the Anbient Surface Water
Quality Standards for nmercury. None of the docunents
| read asserted conpliance with those state
requi rements. EPA, under RCRA, is obligated to
recogni ze, under Superfund call ed ARARS, RCRA
they're a little different, but the point of the
matter is, you can't just blow off the water quality
standards in the State of New Jersey.

| didn't see any conpliance
denmonstration in that document that | |ooked at. |If

| made a m stake, you can correct it on the record.
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The second poi nt on Anbient Water
Quality Standards deals with the water concentration.
| didn't see any nunerical denonstration that there
woul d be conpliance with the Anbient Water Quality
St andards for the water col um.

Last point, and | nade it earlier, is
wWith respect to wildlife criteria. There are
nunmerical values for wildlife inpacts that are in EPA
scientific reports to Congress, that have not been
eval uated by DuPont and it seens to nme that EPA
shoul d not be signing off on any private DuPont
docunment if the science doesn't nmeet EPA's own basic
m ni mum requi renents for science.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you.

No. 8. | believe we actually have two
No. 8 by m st ake.

M5. RUBINO Cheryl Rubino, R UB-I-NQ

for the record. | used to cone here speaking as a
former nmenber of the town, I'mofficially a honmeowner
inthis town now. | own a honme here, so | have a

very vested interest in what's goi ng on.
| am done asking for this town to be put
on Superfund, I now want and denmand that they put

this dammed town on Superfund once and for all.
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Thirty years of nmy life, 1'm42 years old, 30 years
of my life, I've been dealing with the bullshit of
DuPont in this towmn. |It's ridiculous. |I'mfed up,
|"ve had it, okay?

So that's the first thing.

| demand you put it on Superfund and you
get the town cl eaned up and back to the way everybody
remenbers Ponpton Lakes to be. It is a great place
to live and grow up. | went to this high school,
sat here and told them the Excellence in Education
sign cane the year | graduated. It's a great town;
can we get it cleaned up once and for all?

Let's tal k about the Acid Brook Delta.
| look at this lovely little plan. W the hell drew
aline in the sand of a | ake that said, hey, DuPont,
you're required to do this nmuch but forget about this
much? 1t makes no sense. How do you conme up with
that distinction of this is what your requirenent is
and this is what your requirenent isn't?

Let's be honest, | don't know about you,
but water flows, does it not? How the heck can you
cl ean up 26 acres of a 250-acre |lake and tell ne
those 26 acres aren't going to get recontam nated?

| just sat here and |istened to you talk

about how the uplands and the nediation of the Acid
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Brook, back in | think it was 1997, | was here, |
remenber it, is possibly recontam nated? How can you
not clean up the site where everything flows downhill
into the |ake? And considering that |lake is public
drinking water and recreation, why the heck are we
not cleaning up the whole | ake? There's no sense to
do things in pieceneal, it nakes absolutely no sense.
Clean up the top, take into consideration there are
450 homes breathing in vapors in this town. | nean,

| won't even live in a house in Ponpton Lakes.

Everybody asks nme, Cheryl, do you drive
back to M ddl esex every night? Yeah. | get out of
here, 10, 11, 12:00 at night, | take that hourl ong
drive because I don't even want to live or sleep in
that house right now. It's bad enough ny nother is
t here.

So | stand here and | ask, okay, there's
no sense on taking into consideration this permt, it
makes absolutely no sense to partially clean up a
| ake that is just going to be recontam nated. Start
at the top, do it in correct order and let's be done
with this once and for all.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WHEELER  Davi d Weel er, Edi son

Wet | ands Associ ati on.
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I'"ve been listening to all the speakers
and the first two gentl enen who spoke, Ponpton Lakes
resi dent and Cheryl kind of echoed it right now,
they're on to sonething exactly right and |'ve been
trying to just put into perspective, just how
incredible it is that in the first EPA-driven public
nmeeting in 20-plus years here on the DuPont site,
that we're neeting about the Acid Brook Delta.

To put it in perspective, it would be
| i ke we all found out tonight, Ponpton Lakes Hi gh
School is covered with [ ead paint but rather than
cl ean up the whole school we're going to start with
the janitor supply closet on the third floor and work
on that for the next six to twelve nonths while the
kids continue to go to school. |It's absolutely
i ncredible that this is the starting point for noving
forward on what we all hope is a new era.

The one thing that everyone was dead-on
about is, the only way this is going to change is for
DuPont not to be a half-DEP site, totally |ed by EPA
or anything like that, but for DuPont to be a
full-blown Superfund site and not left off the Iist
for whatever political reasons, but for this site to
receive the full attention of Superfund, which neans

public input, public participation |ike we have
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tonight and like all the citizens of Ponpton Lakes
have been for the last two and a half years that we
have seen and |'msure |long before that, that the
citizens care deeply about this town and they're
doing everything they can to nake it right. The EPA
had the responsibility to do the sane.

So, as a Superfund site we know that can
happen. W know it's not an easy process and as one
of the speakers put it, it's not a nmagic bullet for
sol ving our problens, however, the only place that
Will give us alegitimate start and will put real
tinmetables to the cleanups and not pick portions of a
| ake at random and say, all right, this will take the
pl ace of doing a real cleanup.

So, with all due urgency, | urge you to
put the site on the Superfund list, take whatever
steps necessary to nmake that happen.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 9.

MR. LaSALA: Good evening. M nane is
Jef ferson Harman LaSal a, L-A-S-A-L-A.

"Il try to keep this on point. |
actually amgoing to have sonething to say about the

permt nodification first, but | also agree with Bil
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Wlfe, that | don't think that it should be limted
to that, | think it's unconscionable that after
having as a comunity dealt with this, not for 30
years, but for alnpost 100 years, that we are being,
first of all, given a three-mnute tine [imt at what
is, what | was told today, the very first EPA neeting
of this kind in this community, which | think is just
conpl etely unacceptable. How can we, just now, after
30 years of RCRA involvenent, of DEP invol venent,

this is the first neeting that we're having with the

EPA of this nature. [It's just -- | don't understand
t hat .

The permt nodification, | think needs
to include the entire lake. It is a sole source

aquifer and it is a drinking water source and if one
of the conponents is recreation, then why aren't we
able to use the | ake?

I"ve lived here since |l was a little

boy. | was brought honme fromthe hospital to the
house | live in now. | used to swmin that | ake
when | was a little kid. | can't do it now Unl ess

DuPont is bringing this up to the point where | can

swwmin this lake, this is not enough cl eanup.

(Appl ause.)

If the towmn of Oradell is depending on
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us for energency water, what are we going to send
then? What's in there now, are we going to clean up
26 acres and, all of a sudden, magically be able to
send themthe water from above those 26 acres or is
the rest of it polluted as well? Wat about what is
com ng down from Qakl and and above that from New York
State, why isn't that being considered in this?

|'"ve sat in public neetings, pretty nuch
all of them fromthe EPA, to the ones at the borough
counci| chanbers, to the borough council neetings
thenself. One of the things that |I've seen is the
| ack of behavior of the DuPont Corporation; if they
did attend at all, they barely speak. Last tinme we
were in the borough council chanbers, one of themdid
speak and they said: What do they expect, us to
clean up the whole | ake? | think actually, what do
you guys think, | think it's a good idea.

( Appl ause.)

After 100 years of being in this town
and depositing in billions of dollars fromthe
proliferation of war, yes, | think DuPont conpany
shoul d cone in and offer sonething back to this
community. They have taken away the jobs, they have
taken away the benefits, they have inpacted our

groundwat er, our |and, our hones, our air. Yes, they
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shoul d clean up the entire damed | ake, absol utely.
This permt is nowhere near comng up wth a
nodi fication. Wat you' re changing, from 26 acres to
250 acres, that would be a start.

Anot her thing about that is that this
i dea that the mercury is contained in those 26 acres
i s patent nonsense and |'ve been saying this at
public neetings over and over again. Robert Ball ard,
Wods Hole Institute, has done a study that verified
that it is possible for heavy netals to attach to
soil sedinent and taken up by water and noved down
and there's no way that the basis by which they
arrived at the borderline of that 26 acres -- which,
by the way, |'ve been hearing froma few residents
that you don't know how they arrived at that. M
understanding of that is that they tested every
certain anount of feet and when they found no
contam nation, that was the line in the sand. That's
ridiculous. Because that water, especially after
Hurricane Irene, could pick that up and nove it right
down into the basenents of the people on the south.
Much | ess the rest of the | ake.

|'ve been saying this over and over
again and there are people who keep saying that |I'm

sensationalizing or sonehow what |'m saying i s not
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true. You don't know if there's nercury at the other
end of the lake. And PS, the people who have been
telling us how nuch nercury is in the | ake has al ways
been DuPont. We've been calling in this town for
I ndependent testing for the better part of three and
a hal f years.

( Appl ause.)

| would like to know when the EPA is
going to respond to the formal request nmade by the
citizens fromthe C ean Ponpton Lakes and the Ponpton
Lakes Residents for Environnental Integrity, and the
hundreds of residents behind those organi zations, to
have i ndependent testing funded by the polluter
happen in this towmn? Wen are we going to get that?
That absolutely applies to the | ake renedi ation and |
demand it on behalf of the residents in ny community.

(Appl ause.)

| just -- really, I"'mat a loss as to
what else to say, there are so many different topics
here. 1, at this point, do this so nuch in the
course of a week, talk to so nany people and | have
worked on this as a full-tinme job for three and a
hal f years. It's not what | do, this is not what |
| ove to do, but |'ve been forced to do it and | do it

because | |ove ny community and | |ove ny nei ghbors
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and | think that it's inportant that we be as
I nformed as possi bl e.

What | see, instead, is | see people
trying to downplay the severity of this. It's a
public health energency. |'ve been saying this over
and over and over again. People who are going --
kids that are going to that school or playing in that
| ake or nearby that |ake, they're potentially being
contam nated by these substances. This has to stop,
we have to apply a different standard for the health
of the community. | just don't see it happening.

| think this permt falls far short of
what it should be. | think that the residents -- |
want to back up what was said at the press conference
today, | think that we should be given a property
val uation plan imedi ately by the polluter and |
t hi nk that anybody who wants to be bought out and
| eave shoul d be given the opportunity to do that.

( Appl ause.)

Because the bottomline, while they're
spendi ng these decades cl eaning up, we have to |ive
with this, we have to be stressed out by this, we
have to watch our friends and relatives die of cancer
and neurol ogi cal disorders and depression.

By the way, Departnent of Health and

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 42

Senior Services, it's not just cancer, it's all these
ot her di seases that are not being addressed. And we
live with this every single day and you keep giVving

t he polluter the nonicker of the responsible party.
Responsible to who? Not to ne, not to us.

W had four class action lawsuits in
this town. The original contanination, that Jack
Si nsi mer uncovered in 1988, was the first time that
DuPont began to do anything about it. Not because
that they decided that they were going to help us
out, but because they were forced to by law. They
have shown | ack of cooperation in this community,

t hey have shown arrogance, and yet sonehow under

RCRA, you're saying that they're doing a good job,
they're responsi ble and we should just give themthis
permt and let themclean up the 26 acres. Wen they
do that, they'll be done with it and say, no, the
rest it is not our responsibility. | say that we
hold their feet to the fire and make them cl ean up

t he whol e dammed | ake, the entire thing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Let ne take a
nonment to nake an announcenent. Apparently there are
two cars that are bl ocking, | guess, soneone el se.

(Wher eupon, a discussion is held off the

record.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: We'Il | proceed

wi th No. 10.
MR PLOWAN. M nane --
(Interruption.)
My nane is Craig P. Pl owran,
P-L-OWMA-N. [|I'ma 31l-year resident of Ponpton

Lakes having raised three children frombirth all the
way through. It was at this high school each tine
and wat ched them each individually graduate.
Recently, we noved out of town. It had nothing to do
with the pollution, we found out about the pollution
six months after we noved. We were very lucky. W
wife to this day says if there's a God in heaven, he
was | ooki ng at us.

| got back involved again because of a
couple things | saw. Basically it all started with
the renedi ation of the Acid Brook Delta. | also
wanted to find out what the long-termhealth effects
were, basically for ny children, okay? They played a
lot in our recreation room which was in the
basenent, which now all the residents who live in the
plunme area are told they have to have renedi ation
systens to renove the toxic vapors fromtheir hones.

Now, those of us, prior to this

acknow edgnent cones out, we never had this, we just
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had our children play in our basenent and in our
recreation roons or whatever and they were subjected
to this. This has been going on for a long, |ong
tinme.

Sir, you, yourself, gave us a date
before, of 1995, but the gentleman who just spoke
i ndi cated that approximately '99 -- 1989, the
pol lution first cane to light in the Acid Brook
Delta. That was brought in front of the Planning
Board of the Borough of Ponpton Lakes for a soil
removal permt, exactly the sane type of permt that
has to be issued for the renedi ation of the delta
area for the renoval of the soil

Based on what |'ve heard tonight, I
strongly recomend that the Planning Board of Ponpton
Lakes table that authorization of that permt. And
there has to be a tree renoval permt, | believe, to
renove all those trees in the delta area. |f that
hasn't been done, that should be tabled until this --
what cones out of this evening is corrected.

One thing on your plan is not specified,
at least the last copy | saw. It explains about how
materials wll be trucked out of Ponpton Lakes.

Yeah, it starts at Hanburg Turnpi ke and goes out from

there. How do you get the trucks fromthe |ake to
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Hanmburg Turnpi ke? It is not specified. That nust be
specified in detail.

| also would like to know who did the
sanpling of the soil within Ponpton Lakes and how is
it done. If it was done by DuPont, throw it out,
start over with an i ndependent conpany. When the
Aci d Brook renedi ati on was done, not only was the
brook cl eaned, but the soil in the people's
backyards, and, in sonme cases, hones that didn't have
concrete basenments, the basements were cl eaned out
because they were dirty.

Wiy was this done? Because it was found
that in times of high water, the heavy netals were
lifted up out of the brook area and deposited in
their backyards. So that all had to be cl eaned.

That was done through sanpling, starting at the brook
and keep going until they found no further

contam nation. Then they drew |ines and they weren't
straight lines, they were jagged lines and that's how
they did that.

That created anot her whol e bunch of
probl enms that had nothing to do with the actua
remedi ation but it had to do with the repl acenent of
homes and what not .

So why should we believe that those
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heavy netals, that canme out of Acid Brook, now just
stayed where they were dunped in that area right
around the delta? They were carried by high water
down the | ake to the dam possibly over the daminto
the river. Has any sanpling been done in the river
to make sure that the heavy netals did not do that?
| haven't seen any information about that at all.
That shoul d be done al so.

Several people here said you can't just
do part of the lake. Well, you definitely can't do
the part of the |ake bel ow the Lakeside Ave. Bridge,
you have to do at |east the whole thing fromthe
Lakesi de Ave. Bridge down. Above the Lakeside Ave.
Bri dge, nost of the | ake was al ready dredged or
changed or dug out years ago and one of the sane
configurations it did below the | ake. But there has
been no change throughout the | ake -- bel ow the
bri dge.

Not too |ong ago, The Bergen Record
newspaper reported a test that failed, that DuPont
ran, where they injected material into the soil, to
try to produce anaerobic areas that they could use
bacteria that does not use oxygen to eat the
chemcals in the soil, and it didn't work. Through

ny research, | found out that happened two tines
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prior to that wwth two ot her nediuns.

Now, why didn't they imedi ately try
sonet hing el se? W know of a conpany, | believe
they're in Denver or the Mdwest, that have sone type
of material, and it's public know edge, that worsens
different types of soils. Wy hasn't this been
tried?

The first time, according to ny
research, | believe was 1994. This is 2012, and we
didit three tinmes? This is absurd. This is why we
need a Superfund designation, we've got to get this
ball rolling because nothing is being done.

( Appl ause.)

The residents here are totally
frustrated. W feel that our appointed officials,
our elected -- the ones at different agencies in the
U S. Governnent, and especially in the state
governnent, don't care. | got the inpression that
the state governnent workers are so afraid they are
going to be fired, that they don't want to make any
commitnents and don't want to do anything. They
don't want to stick their neck out. Maybe this is
all right if you live in Trenton or you live in
Al pi ne or one of those fancy comunities, you know,

but -- Cherry H Il is what | was thinking of, but we
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live in North Jersey, these are our hones, this is
what everybody has worked all their lives for and
virtually they're worth nothing until we can get sone
type of docunent that says this area is clean. This
cannot go on another 30 years, 10 years, or five
years. |It's got to be taken care of now W want to
see acti on now.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 11,
pl ease.

M5. ABBS: Lois Gbbs, GI-B-B-S,
Executive Director of the Center For Health,

Envi ronnment and Justice, in Falls Church, Virginia.
|"malso fornmer president of a simlar site at Love
Canal, in N agara Falls, New York.

And, you know, visiting this site and
working with the fol ks, which we've been for a while,
it isreally clear to ne that what is happening in
the last fewyears is crimnal. To invite people in
to talk about a permt, where atiny, little piece
t hat was defined by a corporation, DuPont, and agreed
upon by EPA's RCRA program is a serious problem
it's a serious problemand it's crimnal, it's

absolutely crimnal.
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In talking to the neighbors, DuPont, if
you get DuPont's renediation for your hone, you get a
remedi ation right away. |If you use the other
al ternative conpany to renedi ate the gasses that are
com ng up in your basenent, it could take you up to,
sonebody said at dinner, two years. Because DuPont
is making its decisions here and the whole thing is a
facade that sonehow t he EPA and RCRA programis
running this program DuPont's running this program
and that's why we're hearing --

( Appl ause.)

-- over and over again, people saying
that this is wong, you can't clean up a tiny, little
pi ece of the | ake and | eave the rest of the | ake.
That's insanity, it's absolutely insanity. To clean
up downstream and not upstream where the sources are
I S 1 nsane.

| nmean this is the only place in which
the victimgets treated by the perpetrator. This is
| i ke asking a crim nal who stabbed sonebody to cone
in and investigate the stabbing and fix the person
who was stabbed. It's tine to -- 30 years is too
| ong. Peopl e have died fromcancer; people's |ives
have been changed; people who want to retire cannot

retire because they can't sell their hone, or if they

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 50

can sell their hone, they can only sell their hone at
a margi nal anmount of noney that it's worth.

This is one of the nost beautiful
communities, and | say this, | nean | really feel
this, that I have seen in a long tine. W drove
around for an hour and a half and we | ooked at your
houses, we | ooked at the | akes, we | ooked at the
river, we | ooked at the creek. And whether it was a
house that was on a fixed income or a mansi on up on
the hill, people care about this community. The
community is well kept; people are talking to one
another; it's a beautiful community that DuPont's
vi ol ati ng each and every day.

It's time to nove this out of the RCRA
program It's time to stop letting DuPont control
t he agenda and control the cleanup. | have been to
enough of these communities that at sone point is
going to do exactly what everybody here knows: Not
only will people get sick and die but they won't get
| oans for their hone so they can't fix their roof.
When they can't fix their roof, their houses
deteriorate nore. A beautiful comunity dead. When
peopl e want to put their children through college, to
take on a second |oan on their house in order to have

the children get a better education, they can't do it
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because their house is worthless and their children
suffer as a result.

(Appl ause.)

The entire econony will spiral down and
this beautiful, gorgeous, well-connected
nei ghbor hood, the comunity, will die. It won't die
because of you two fellows sitting in the front or
Judy Enck or Lisa Jackson, it wll die because of
DuPont. Because the DEP, New Jersey Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection and the RCRA staff are
al l owi ng DuPont to control what happens and that's
why people in this room have been saying, over and
over again, we need to take control out of your
hands, out of your hands and into Superfund or
anot her program where DuPont doesn't get to call the
shots and DEP doesn't get to bow down every tine they
wal k in the room oh, we'll only do 36 acres, oh,
maybe we'll go do 50. You think the people will buy
50 acres? Maybe we'll do 100. No, it's tinme for the
violator, the responsible party that's responsible.
That nmeans they did wong, they did bad. It's tine
for themto get the heck out of the picture to take
this out of the control of the RCRA program which
has been bow ng down to NJDEP and DuPont, and nove it

into a program where these fol ks can get the |ake

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 52

cl eaned up, the source cleaned up, their hone val ues
back, their econony up-and-running, and that this is
a live, vibrant community again. Because if it

doesn't happen, it cannot go another 10, 20, or 30

years at this pace because this community wll be
dead, its people will be dead and a beautifu
community in Anerica, our Anerica, will be |ost

because of DuPont and inaction at the state and the
federal |evel.

My comment is, | don't think this permt
s enough. This permt is the wong permt in the
wong place for a wong thing, it needs to be noved
out into a wholistic approach and peopl e shoul d have
a say about what the cleanup is and what the future
pl ans and economic growh of this community is, not
DuPont .

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you.

No. 12, pl ease.

M5. RIGE OLA: Lisa Riggiola, Ponpton
Lakes, New Jersey. Pretty nuch born and rai sed here.

| got a couple things to do tonight and
| think "Il start with the first one. And before |

read this, | want to say to the 220 Ponpton Lakes
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residents that signed the No Superfund petition and
our mayor and council that stated that they do not
support Superfund, | want to tell you, we have a
petition with 8,000 signatures saying we need this
here. So, shanme on you people that don't sign,
because you don't care about us, you don't care about
us.

(Appl ause.)

A site that isn't even clean yet? Shane
on you. You want to make noney on it, shane on you.

( Appl ause.)

The cover letter, | will read.

“I urge you to inmmediately list the
Ponpt on Lakes DuPont Whrks site as the federal
Superfund site under the Conprehensive Environnental
Response, Conpensation and Liability Act. As you
know, (CERCLA) program Addi ng the DuPont Ponpton
Lakes Wrks site into the United States Environnental
Protecti on Agency Superfund programw || ensure
protection for the famlies living in Ponpton Lakes,
New Jer sey.

Unfortunately, under the control of the
New Jersey Departnent of Environnmental Protection,
for the last two decades, the Ponpton Lakes DuPont

Wrks site | eaked chem cal s, | angui shing unrenedi at ed
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and DuPont dragged their feet while the residents
continued to breathe in toxic, poison gas. Wile the
USEPA is now a co-lead on the renediation, a |ack of
trust wth the State of New Jersey still plagues the
community with a stalled installation of vapor
mtigation systens.”

Those of us that want a qualified
contractor, mne is going in next week, finally after
a very long wait.

At nunerous public neetings, USEPA
stated many tines that the Ponpton Lakes DuPont Site
woul d nore than qualify for Superfund status. In
fact, the site was given a Hazard Ranking Score of 68
in 1982. Wat year is it now? Wich alnost is three
times the 28.5 score needed to qualify for Superfund
status. This scoring would have likely been worse if
It included the nmercury contam nation, that wonderfu
mercury contam nation that is everywhere, and our
vapor intrusion pathway of exposure.

In addition, USEPA' s Region 2 at the
Ponpt on Lakes DuPont Wrks Site affects nore people
by vapor intrusion than any other site. Mre than
450 honmes are blighted by toxic vapor gasses rising
t hrough their basenents fromthe

trichl oroethyl ene-1ead contam nated groundwat er
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pol | ut ant.

In addition, Superfund neans community
participation is required by law. Under the current
RCRA status, conmmunity participation is optional,
wher eas Superfund requires community invol venent and
addresses comrunity concerns in witing. Listing
this as a Superfund site would guarantee that Ponpton
Lakes fam lies have real comrunity invol venent
I ncorporating the community's input before, not
after, decisions are nmade on specific cleanup options
and permts. As we are all here tonight for. A
perfect exanple is the recently-approved cl eanup of
Ponmpt on Lake, which was approved behind the cl osed
doors w thout public input.”

So, here it is, alnost 8,000 signatures.
| do want to nention, there's a DuPont enpl oyee, and
God bl ess this man because he's brave, and there is a
doctor that lived in Ponpton Lakes, that worked at
the DuPont site, M. Richard Marsh, 28 years as a
DuPont enpl oyee, will tell you how they scared him
into thinking they' Il take his pension, they' |l take
his health benefits, and he'll tell you all about the
chem cal s he had to dunp.

Anot her person, M. Smth, the

grandfat her of our fornmer chief of police, what that
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man saw dunped into Lake I nez, God rest his soul.
You know, there are people that know what really
happened in this town and, unfortunately, there's
sonme that are just letting DuPont do whatever they
want. They run this town, it seens.

I'I'l make this quick. Acid Brook Delta
coments by ne.

A hundred years of pollution by E. |I.
DuPont de Nenours, 30 years later after the
contam nation was first announced, with the
hi ghl y-cont am nated 250-acre |ake. A | ake which
sonme, you know, they don't want to seemto talk
about, is a reservoir, by the way, that provides
drinking water to North Jersey residents.
Unfortunately, in this case, it's not Ponpton Lakes,
but many others. That some obviously don't think
about. About 30 years later and we still live in
pol | ut ed nei ghborhoods with no cl eanup plan in sight.

How is this ethical? Howis it ethical?
How is it humane? And it definitely is not
acceptable to the people of this town anynore.

So now you bring the so-called | ake
restoration plan, which is a |large body of water, in
front of the residents of this community. Lake is a

| arge part of the natural beauty of Ponpton Lakes.
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To call this a lake restoration is a conplete farce
when only 26 of the 250 acres are being addressed.
That is barely 10 percent of the entire | ake.
Ponpt on Lake has suffered greatly due to the actions
of DuPont |.E. de Nenours and no | onger can be
enjoyed as it once was and | find this very partial
cl eanup pl an unacceptable to all the hardworking
residents of this community that | |ove.

Unless this reservoir is fully cl eaned,
It wll never be restored to its past brilliance and

future generations of this conmunity and others

drinking the water will suffer fromthe loss. 1In
fact, | find this partial cleanup presented here
tonight -- today, tonight, to the residents

appalling, just as appalling as the fact that there's
still no real cleanup plan for the DuPont site and
our residential areas after a century of pollution
and decades of waiting. | think we deserve a nuch
better plan of action for full renedi ation.

And here are the concerns.

Let me ask you a question. |If | as the

resi dent, and sone ot her people, naybe we decided to

go dunp chem cals all over Ponpton Lakes, | would be
arrested and put in jail imediately. This is a
crime, it's acrine, they're killing people and they
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have been allowed to continue to do it.

(Appl ause.)

As was stated in the discussion that we
had, we were told there were background sources.

Show ne the evidence, show ne the docunentation and
tell me who or what or where these background sources
are. | do not understand how DuPont, after all these
years, only owns 26 acres. And EPA if you sanction
that, show us the evidence.

Details need to be provided surroundi ng
t he sanctions that DuPont -- | said that, sorry.

The fact that Ponpton Lakes is a
reserved drinking water source in that it has
reservoir status, is that being considered in this
permt nodification? Were is the North Jersey Water
District Supply Commission in all this? They sell
that water. Shouldn't they be concerned?

The | ake needs to be conpletely
renmediated as if it is not the Acid Brook Delta. But
if you don't do the whole lake, it will get
recontam nated. W can't think about just us
presently, oh, it will be nice to have 26 acres and,
yes, | live in the Gold Coast and sone of them sone
people | hear go swmmng init. Are they just

concerned about thensel ves over in that area? How
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about the people that are going to |ive here when
we' re dead; how about thenf

Wiy is this being called a | ake
restoration? | nean, why would it be called that?

It shouldn't even been called that. This is called a
PR nove to make it |l ook |ike DuPont's doing
somet hi ng.

(Appl ause.)

The procedures in this permt for
extricating, taking this stuff out of the water and
transporting it, is not acceptable. W have no
details, none.

Traffic study, a good forner resident
that was chai rman of the planning board, where is the
traffic study? Were is this docunent? W have no
| dea. We have a school right there; where is this
stuff going?

Many residents feel that |ake channels
have been altered fromthe severity of recent stornms,
Hurri cane Irene, as we know, and sone people in this
town have been flooded five tinmes since March. |If
you go down to the south end, it's |ike a ghost town,
a lot of people left their honmes and they're running.

So, where is the docunentation? How can

you show ne that nothing has changed, that whatever
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was emanating fromthe site, it's not going
el sewhere? You know, we need to do things a little
differently and this permt cannot nove forward the
way it is.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MR. DOUGHERTY: M chael Dougherty,
Ponpt on Lakes.

| want to thank you for com ng here and
giving us this opportunity to talk and I also want to
t hank you for giving us a full 12 seconds for each 30
years that we were contam nated. So thank you.

This neeting al so conmes 30 years too
| ate. Twenty-six acres out of 250, as ny wife and
ot her peopl e have nentioned, that's barely 10 percent
of the lake. | don't understand how you can possibly
think that those chemcals, the nercury and | ead,
hasn't mgrated to other areas of the | ake and
possi bly down to the south end. Especially since
now, the new damthat was installed, around 2007 or
2006, opens fromthe bottom So that will cause
different currents to run through the water. The
wat er doesn't go over the top, so it's going to force
anyt hi ng underneath to be dragged out that way, which

could easily be taken down to the south end.
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| think we really need to stop this
permt now and have further studies done down in the
south end, just below the damthere. Also, the other
background contam nants, what are they? Wy are they
not being considered DuPont's? Who said that DuPont
gets to call what chemicals are there and what
aren't?

Basically, this whole plan is typical of
what' s been going on here for 30 years. It's
basically too little too |ate and nmuch too slow. W
need to nove forward, we need to get this site on
Super fund because we can't keep doing this. | nean
there's kids that were born in this town, went to
hi gh school here, now are raising their own famlies
and having kids here, since the contam nation has
been announced, and not hing has been done and | find
that 100 percent unacceptable and you sitting there
shoul d al so feel that it's unacceptable. Qur mayor
and council should definitely think that it's
unacceptabl e and so shoul d our federal and state
governnent officials. Because it's a travesty what's
goi ng on here.

That's it; and I|"mdefinitely going to
say that we should vote down this permt and it

shoul d not be passed as it is.
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(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 14.

MR. POPOV: (Good evening. M nane is
Geor ge Popov, Col fax Avenue resident of this town.

This permt is an absolute farce the way
it's put together. | sincerely hope that your
techni cal people have | ooked at it. DuPont inits
own reports stated: The average and nmaxi num nercury
contam nations are, in general, higher in the deeper
sanples than in the surface sanpl es.

Even today, M. Everett said we're going
to scrape a few inches off the top. W're neasuring
in inches when the pollution is | eached in several
feet. We'Ill take the feet or we won't take the feet.

In addition to that, this report does
not require DuPont to retest the bottom Al they
have to do is survey that they have gotten down to
their prescribed depths. Again, it's ridiculous.
Their nunbers aren't very credible.

Now, EPA has al so accepted the vol une
wei ght ed and spacial averaging to arrive at these
nunbers. Wy haven't you gone back and used the raw
nunbers to really do an analysis of this | ake, of the
entire contam nated area? How many hot spots in the

| ake, inside and outside of the proposed dredging,
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are being conceal ed or nasked over through vol une
wei ght ed spaci al averagi ng? Anyone who knows

mat hemat i cs, averaging does one thing, it |lowers the
nunbers. Yet, you have done nothing in order to
address that.

Matter of fact, DuPont's own information
has changed. At the Cctober 19th neeting in the
Ponpt on Lakes Borough Hall, their very map on
contam nati on reduced areas by 30-to-50 percent. D d
anyone | ook at those nunbers? It was absurd. And
that is a change fromtheir 2010 report. Boring Hole
453, in case you want specifics, went from68.3 parts
per mllion of nmercury, down to |less than 20.

Anyone put a shovel in the ground? |
don't think so. | haven't seen one out there.

Boring Hole 480 went from58.5 parts per mllion of
mercury down to |less than 20. How nmany ot her areas
were al so changed in color in their presentation?
DuPont was playing with the nunbers. | can't

under stand how t he EPA and the DEP have not caught
that as yet.

( Appl ause.)

Your own audit report, dated May 2011,
has al ready pointed out that DuPont groundwater

contam nation is being addressed with a
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punp-and-treat system And at the present rate of
treatnment, significant attenuation may not be
achieved in the near future.

Bottomline, it's not working with their
punp-and-treat system There al so has been no
testing of what is flowng down to gradient flow
t hrough the plunme into the north side of the | ake.
We're all tal king about south of the Lake Ave.

Bridge. What's happening up there, north of it? The
ol d area where soneone clained it was dredged back in
the '80s, but it's being recontam nated.

| Iike your termin your report, "riprap
technology.” Pile up sonme rocks, that's "riprap
technol ogy"? Geat termnology. But it does not
stop the overland flowthat is contamnated fromthe
wor ks site.

Again, the dredging in inches and the
covering it up with sand in order to protect and
create a bio-surface area is just fraught with
nonsense. The first flood and storm noved a | ot of
that sand. Fish swi mm ng hol es, anchor drops,
openi ng of the tanker gates, will also disrupt that.
Who is going to cone back and recover it?

Are we going to have to drag peopl e back

here ki cking and scream ng taking us through the
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| egal channel s? W pay high enough taxes now, we
don't need the ongoi ng expense of maintaining this
bi | ayer which does nothing to prevent nercury and
ot her toxic chem cals from novi ng around.

| also join the rest of the residents
here to say, turn this down, let's focus on cleaning

up the 600 acres of contam nated area, the works

site, so it stops flowing downhill. You're cleaning
up the bottomof the hill; that's wong, it's
foolish, you'll just have to cone back because we'l

keep scream ng about it, to clean this |ake, to clean

Acid Brook, to clean the Acid Brook Delta again.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Go ahead.
Next .

M5. KENT: Maria Kent. |'mthe
environnmental chairwoman in town for the
Environnmental Protection Commttee. |'ve been doing
that for a nunber of years. | also work for the
state DEP. | just want to put that on the record.
do not work for the EPA | feel it norally -- | feel
noral obligation to conme speak on this permt and
it's ethically appropriate because | don't work for

EPA. | want to put that out there on the record.
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| agree with nmany people in this
comunity, 30 years is along tinme to deal with
contam nation. The agencies involved have not done
an adequate job over a nunber of years for getting
the residents involved. It's a longtine com ng.

| do believe that there's a | ot of
suffering that goes on in town, not only the people
In the area of where they have designated the plune
area but the entire town. Because what you read
about in the paper, what you hear about is Ponpton
Lake. It's not just one section, it's all of us.

So | do agree that there's been a | ot of
suffering, there's been a | ot of concern. W have
had a | ot of people conme fromdifferent agencies.
I|'"'mnot really sure whether the cancer or not, you do
studi es, you don't do studies. |It's got to get
resol ved.

Were | will differ is that the
resol ution, maybe I've been a part of the state
governnent a long tinme and | do know that this permt
won't talk about the vapor intrusion. Not a part of
it, and it's unfortunate, but that's the way the
rules are witten.

So what | understand it to be is that
this is the first time that we have the EPA dedi cated
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to actually clean up beautiful Ponpton Lakes. It
hasn't been addressed. And it's hightine it is
addressed. W need to get rid of the contam nation
in that |ake and clean it up once and for all. And
this is the way it's done.

Maybe it's not fast enough. It isn't --

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Thirty years?

M5. KENT: | listened to everybody, |
appreciate you listening to ne. Thank you.

But | feel that it's tine that EPA and
DuPont, DuPont's paying, get themto do it and do it
right. EPA, you're responsible for that oversight.
For years you said -- M. Wlfe is correct, for years
you said that there was no problemin the |lake. Wth
the vapor intrusion discovery, there's a problem so
let's finish the job. Let's start -- it doesn't nean
that you can't -- that DuPont has no obligation to
fix any other part of the site, they do. That
doesn't absol ve them of the contam nation, it
doesn't, but you have to start and this is one way to
start. And this permt is inportant, that you neet
the obligation of RCRA, of the corrective action
rules, that the federal government have inposed on
conpani es who have caused these | ong-term probl ens.

They' re not easy to clean up.
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So for that, |'m hoping you have the
best possible in Region 2 to do this job and do it
right and get it done. |It's tine you get it done.

| just want to explain sonmething. 1've
been to a nunber of Superfund sites nyself.
Superfund is not panacea, okay? |If the Federa
Congress does not authorize noney to finish a

Superfund site, guess what? The contractors wal k

off. |1've personally been there, |'ve personally
seen -- | listened to you. Because this is the
truth.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: You're |ying,
it's not.

M5. KENT: |f they don't authorize the
noney, guess what? The sites are vacated. |[|'ve been
on sites where there has been holes in the ground and
el ectrical conduits open and they wal k away. At
| east this is being paid for.

So, right now, I'mglad that we're going

to be going through and getting this thing resol ved

once and for all. Wwen | |look at that |ake, | don't
want to think about nercury, | don't want to think
about lead, | don't want to think about as it is in

our open space master plan that | hel ped authori ze,

that we want that | ake swi nmable, we want it cl ean
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and we want it usable for recreation and right now
it's not.

I want a commtnent fromthe federal and
state governnents, that you're going to abide by our
commitnent to nmake that | ake acceptable for our
residents now and for the residents in the future.
want that commtnment and | believe this is the first
step to do it.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: W're going to
take a break now, a 15-m nute break, and we'll cone
back.

(Time noted: 8:52 p.m)

(Wher eupon, a recess was taken.)

(Time noted: 9:15 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: W're at No.
15. Is Speaker 15 here? No. 15, the nane we have is
Chris Meyers.

We'll nove on to No. 16 then. | think
that's been covered.

So, 17.

MR CHAPIN. M nane is Richard W
Chapin, CGHA-P-I-N, a |licensed Professional Engineer
in the State of New York and the State of New Jersey.

| ve been practicing environnental engineering for 35
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years and | amcertified by the Anerican Acadeny of
Envi ronnment al Engi neers as a Hazardous Waste
Managenent Engineer. And | provide technical input
to the Citizens Advisory Conmttee.

I"mhere to take this a little bit
different than what we have heard so far tonight, I'm
going to point out a nunber of serious technical
flaws that the permt, proposed permt nodification,
I s based upon that really need to be seriously
addressed in order for anything to nove forward.

That said, | don't believe that just
doing a portion of the |lake is proper, we need to do
t he whol e t hi ng.

The first point 1'd like to nmake is,
quot e/ unquot e, background. |[|f you |ook at the
techni cal docunents, there's any nunber of places
where they refer to background, the background, the
background is not in the lake, it's not any different
t han background, the nunber in this part of the |ake.

What was background? | spent a fair
anount of tinme |ooking through the docunents trying
to determ ne what they used to establish background.
That's a fairly common practice in environnental
studi es and there are very specific rules and

regulations in the state program under the state
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technical regs, on how you do that. So how did you
do it, guys?

Coul dn't find anything.

| subsequently did find sonething that
I ndi cated that background was based on publi shed
literature, for exanple, nmercury levels in fish flesh
and nercury levels in | ake sedinents, around the
State of New Jersey.

When you typically tal k about
background, |'m specifically tal king about nercury
ri ght now, you tal k about nercury com ng from what
they call diverse arthropogeni c sources, coa
conbustion facilities, incinerators, industrial
facilities, stuff like that. It gets in the air and
the air travels everywhere.

So, yes, emssions froma coal-fired
furnace in Chio could get washed in over and w nd up
being in Ponpton Lake. That's typically when you
tal k about background.

But Ponpton Lake is distinctly different
than any of those. Ponpton Lake, about half-mle up
the hill, you had DuPont nmanufacturing mercury
fulmnate and they did that for decades.

Now, nmercury fulmnate in the production

processes, there had to be stacks on the buil ding
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where the nercury ful m nate was manufactured. There
had to be vents on the tanks where materials and the
mercury ful mnate was stored. There had to be

at nospheric nercury em ssions from DuPont, you can't
get around that.

Those winding up in the | ake are a
given. So, if you just wite it off to say the | ake
Isn't any nmuch different than sone | akes down in
Sout h Jersey, that doesn't cut technical nuster.

O her thing that's flagrantly absent in
the data that was used, is any attenpt at all to date
the age of the sedinent. Sedinent gets laid down
over tinme in the |ake and over tine, years, decades,
the | evel s of sedinment can build up in the bottom of
the | ake. There are any nunber of techni ques that
are commonly used. Radioisotope dating, for exanple,
that can be used to establish the age or approxi mate
age when those sedinents were |laid down. Therefore,
t he contam nants found in those sedinents were |aid
down at the sane tine. It allows you to establish
what went on sequentially in a lake. It can then
all ow you to back into what was going on that was
contributing to the contam nants we found in this
particular sedinent. That's very common to do that

whenever you | ook at a | ake.
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It wasn't done. It's very conspicuous
by its absence. For anybody to nmake any statenents
about this nuch canme fromhere and that nuch, you
can't do it, there's no technical basis in the
docunmentation that | seen. And | | ooked in the
Corrective Action study, | read the renedi al
i nvestigation report, it's just not there. So that's
a very specific technical flaw in what you're tal king
to do.

In |l ooking at the technical data, | went
to the Web site and downl oaded t he docunent and |
printed out, full-size, this is supposed to be a
full-size docunent, the different sedi nment
contam nant profiles in the |ake. You need one of
these to read your full-size docunents. You have a
data presentati on problem because the way it's
presented now, | had to go to ny conputer to | ook at
the blowup and then look at the data table. It nade
It very difficult for me to go by what was on the
docunent and | |look at these things all the tine.
When anybody here, who generally will take a | ook at
this, would go -- get very frustrated.

Well, in looking at this, | did point --
there are sone things that exist that | want to point

out .
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Yel | ow spots, there are yell ow spots
over on the other shore of the | ake. Wi ch happens
to be in Wayne Townshi p, which I find fascinating
that none of this cleanup is going to be on the other
side of the | ake.

And | ask that question because if you
| ook at the nunbers on those yell ow spots, those
contam nants left are as high as sone of the nunbers
in the area you go to dredge.

Wl l, why over here and not over there?
It doesn't seemlike a conprehensive view is taken
and it needs to be taken.

A point of observation, if you take and
di vide the 68,000 cubic yards of material that wll
be dredged, the sedinents, by the 26 acres over which
it wll be dredged, that cones up with an average
renmoval of 1.65 feet. That just doesn't make sense
in my technical head, it just doesn't nake sense. |
didn't go back and vigorously | ook at depth profiles
to see maybe there are, but if you' ve got a 6.5
average and you've got a lot of areas that are
greater than 5 feet deep, something is not conputing
here. There appears there could be sonethi ng wong.
That needs to be checked, pl ease.

Last comment |'ll make is on nethylation
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of mercury. Methylation of nmercury takes place in an
anaerobic environnent, i.e., there's no air. The
bacteria that do that can't survive in air. So that
happens down in the sedinents in the nud, you get
down into the sedinments in the nud, all the other
organics, the air gets used up, there's no air
present and the bacteria that can nethylate can do
t hat .

The cl eanup here, a criteria for cleanup
I's renoving the upper 6 inches, or so, of sedinents
under the prem se that that's where the nethylation
I s taking place.

Now, think about this: You got one foot
worth of water, you got 6 inches of nercury; in a
| ake that is shallow |Iike Ponpton Lake, you wll get
a lot of w nd-inducing m xing of atnospheric oxygen
into the water columm, which nmeans that the nearest
sedinents to the top of the water, are not anaerobic,
they' re aerobic, which neans the nethylating bacteria
can't survive.

Conversely, the report says that at the
depth in the sedinents, you' re not getting
met hyl ati on. Deeper you go in the sedinents, you
woul d expect there to be | ess oxygen, so you woul d

expect nore nmethylation. Something seens to be
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fundanentally wong in that explanation which is a
basis for establishnment of a cl eanup.

(Appl ause.)

The other thing that this figure
graphically illustrates is the | ack of sanpling going
up the lake. This is the Lake Shore Bridge, it's not
even up there.

Now, if what the gentleman said, about
dredgi ng the upper portion of the |ake, is correct,
then | put forth the proposition that if you sanpl ed
up there now, and found nercury, that would be an
i ndi cator of the off-site sources of nercury to
Ponpt on Lake, one of the key conponents that has to
be evaluated as to where the nercury cane from

The other thing that | find, there's
| ar ge voi ded areas of what seens to be m ssing data,
so |'mnot sure how conprehensive the coverage of the
| ake was. | grant you that using Thi essen pol ygons
to get bionetric weighted averages of contam nant
|l evel s is a method to do that, but what was pointed

out, when you do that math, you dilute the result.

| say that because when | | ooked at this
data here, and then |I | ooked at the line -- if you
all ook at the back of the documents that were

handed out, there are docunents that show a
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dark-black line and that's the bright line in the
sand that everything north or west of that gets

cl eaned up and the rest of the | ake doesn't. |
contenplate in ny brain, how that |ine conpared to
actual sanpling isopleths here. | just couldn't. So
| think that needs to be addressed.

Each of these questions that | address,
| specifically request that a witten technica
response be included in the response summary for this
hearing. | think these are very, very inportant
poi nt s.

One last thing 1'd like to nention. The
young | ady over there nentioned about Superfund and
runni ng out of noney you don't finish this project.
That's only partially true. In the world of
Superfund, noney cones fromtwo places, it cones from
the responsible party and it cones fromthe federa
governnment if there's no responsible party.

So, if there's a responsible party and
the responsible party is paying, responsible party
pays.

( Appl ause.)

If the responsible -- if there's no
responsi ble party, as in there is an orphaned site,

the federal governnent has to pay. And, yes, in that
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I nstance, it's true that the funding for Superfund
these days is part of the general appropriations to
the EPA for doing that work. So they do have to go
to Congress to get that. When Superfund was started,
there was a specific tax on petrol eum and chem cal s
that doesn't exist. You have two things going on
here. So that previous statenent wasn't actually
correct.

The other thing that I'Il nmention is
that fromny experience in working in Region 2, on
any nunber of Superfund sites, Horseshoe Road down by
Sonerville is one that cones to mnd. Once Region 2
starts a site, they don't walk away fromit. They
will find -- if they're funding, they will find the
funding. It nmay take thema long tine to get
started, because of the funding thing, but in ny
experience, once they get started, they don't have to
conpl ete a j ob.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 18.

M5. PATTERSON:. M nane is Dana
Patterson, P-A-T-T-EFR-S-O-N. |I'mthe toxic
coordi nator for Edison Wetlands Association. 1|'ve

been working on the site for about two and a half
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years, directly involved and working with the
resi dents.

This site, one of the main problens here
Is that there's been many broken pronmi ses and this
community is still suffering. Everyday, they go into
their houses and they still breathe in vapors that
are contam nated fromtrichloroethylene in their
basenents and they're bei ng exposed everyday. W
have a human heal th exposure that is not under
control. That's the first problem

The second problemis the | ake is not
cl eaned up and there's people still fishing in this
| ake. And they're still eating the fish fromthis
| ake. That needs to be taken care of inmediately.
Si gnage is sonething that should be posted up on the
site imedi ately. Because the |ake is not fishable,
It's not swi mmabl e, and the exposure is not under
control.

The second part is that RCRA has not
been working at this site. And one of the nobst
i nportant things that RCRA does not include is
mandat ory public participation, which Superfund does
I ncl ude.

| read you fromyour Statenent of Basis,

t hat was handed out today, at the bottom of the page:
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Qpportunities for public participation will continue
to be provided through public notices as well as
I nformal neetings.

That is unacceptable. W need public
hearings where it is witten down with a stenographer
and then a responsive sunmary. That is not
acceptabl e under RCRA and that's one reason why we
need Superfund. This is the first public hearing
under RCRA. That woul d not happen under Superfund.
During every cleanup process step, there's a public
hearing and public participation.

And if this was working, DuPont -- if
DuPont actually wanted to clean this up, they would
have cleaned it up the first tine they dredged the
| ake and cl eaned up the nercury and lead. EPA is
wor ki ng for us taxpayers, they're not working for
DuPont. DuPont is a corporation; you guys need to
remenber that when DuPont cones to you with a plan,
you need to stand up for the public health for this
community. And every conmunity in this country, not
for the corporations who are putting pressure on you.

Several things about this permt that
are being proposed, that were nentioned, and | want
to nmention them agai n because they're very inportant.

Bill Wlfe nentioned that the fish that
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were tested were juvenile. How can you use this data
appropriately and say that juvenile fish, of course
they're going to have | ow concentrations, if not any.
Adult fish nust be tested, they nust be retested.

Second thing is, in addition to this,
while they're being retested, we need to bring in US
Fish & WIldlife Service and they need to conduct a
scientific study in Ponpton Lake. They nust be
brought in. | was appalled to hear that they were
not brought in and they're violating the RCRA permt
by that. That's unacceptabl e.

The next thing is that this site, when
the soil is taken off-site, first of all, there needs
to be a traffic study conducted first. Because when
| drove through this town today, at 3:00, there was
students at every corner of this town wal ki ng hone
fromschool, and if a traffic study is not conducted
during all hours to figure out when the trucks can
and cannot be on the road, there's going to be a huge
nmess and there's extrene anounts of safety concerns
for that. There nust be a traffic study and it
shoul d not be conducted by DuPont, it should be
conducted by a private party.

The second thing is that RCRA hazardous

wast e must be taken off-site as hazardous waste. W
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don't want it to end up under a school sonewhere el se
in the state or in the county for that matter.

The next thing is that the entire | ake
must be cl eaned up. Everyone here, and |I'm sure
you're going to hear this over and over again, 26
acres is absolutely unacceptable. And 250 acres,
we'll talk, that's when we'll start talking. Entire
| ake nmust be cleaned up. As Rich Chapin expl ai ned,
how can you draw a line in the sand? The sanpling
data doesn't even match up with it. This needs to be
reexam ned in nore detail.

W need to do this right, we need to do
it through Superfund. Enough of this RCRA back and
forth and enough of these backroom neetings, infornal
neetings. W're sick of it, we do not want this. In
fact, in aletter fromJudith Enck, it stated we're
not going to | ook at Superfund in Ponpton Lakes at
this tine. Well, let ne tell you, Judith, EPA, our
senators, our congressnen, that the town of Ponpton
Lakes, this is the tinme for Superfund. W're tired
of suffering. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you.

No. 19, pl ease.

MR, SOQJI AN:  John Sooji an.
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First of all, I'd like to tell you that
in the past six nonths --

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Speak cl oser
to the mc, John, please.

MR. SOQJI AN: I n the past six nonths,
the process that's being proposed for the | ake has
been di scussed at several gatherings, there have been
presentati ons at CAG neetings from DEP personnel, EPA
personnel. There have been two i ndependent
present ati ons done at the nunicipal building, one by
t he EPA and one by the DEP. People who are expert in
dr edgi ng, peopl e who understand nercury and nercury
nmet hyl ati on.

Al'l of the things that |'ve heard have
I ndicated that this project should go off as it's
schedul ed.

VWhet her or not the entire |lake is
remedi ated at this point, | think everyone here
agrees that it should be renediated, it would be
great if we could get every bit of contam nation out
of Ponpton Lakes and out of the |ake. Wat wll be
effective, if | understand what |'ve been |istening
to for the past six nonths, is the fact that 26 acres
of the | ake, the nbst contam nated portion, the

nost -- the area that DuPont is nost responsible for,
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will be elimnated fromthat area, and up to 97
percent of all the nmercury wll be elimnated.

| heard Rich Chapin say that there would
be an average of 1.6 feet excavated through the 26
acres, and two mnutes later | heard Rich Chapin say
they're only going to be taking 6 inches.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: That was
wr ong.

MR. SOQJIAN:  Sorry. | listened to you;
woul d you give ne the courtesy?

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Don't
m squot e ne.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: You're
changi ng hi s words.

MR. SOQJI AN:  He's changi ng ot her
peopl e's words.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: You're |ying.

MR. SOQJI AN:. Heard M. Everett, early
In the process this evening, telling us that the
excavation into 26 acres would be going to the | evel
of peat. He went on to say that the | evel of peat is
basically the organic soils that are left over from
the time that that was a | and-based area in, |
believe it was 1908, the dam was creat ed.

DuPont didn't start operating, we're
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tal king western manufacturing, until the late '20s,
so if the excavation goes to the peat |level, at |east
in the 26 acres that we're tal king about,
theoretically the nmercury disappears fromthat area.
You know, if sonething can be done at a
| ater date or between now and the tine this process
starts, to get funding from DuPont, fromthe federal
governnent, to clean the entire lake, | think we'l]l
all be very happy. W' ve been at neetings, | sit and
listen to experts tell nme that if you got every bit
of mercury out of the entire | ake, you couldn't sw m
in that |ake. Essentially, the biggest problemto
swnmm ng and recreation is septic pollution, sanitary
pollution. Qakland is still on septic systens.
You' ve heard people talk about swwnmmng in the | ake
when we were kids. 1've lived here for 57 years;
|'"ve swamin the lake; |'ve swamin all of the
rivers, Hershfield Park. Little did we know when we
were kids, when | was a kid, Ponpton Lakes was on
septic systens. That's what's contam nated the water
now. There's no way in the world that you can have
DuPont dredge the entire lake, it's not going to nake
it clean for recreation. |'mnot defendi ng DuPont --
A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: You are, you

ar e.
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(I ndi scerni ble cross-talk.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Pl ease,
let's --

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Renenber,
you're a longtine resident, John.

MR. SOQJI AN:  Cee, thanks.

Al 1'"masking you is that you | ook at
this realistically. For a lot of facts you' ve been
asked to give a technical response. | believe that
I f you give a technical response to many of the
things that |I've heard tonight, you will find that
the facts are not borne out by what was said.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 20,
pl ease.

MR. GRAYBERG |'m Steve Gayberg. [|I'm
first representing nyself. | want to point out, ask
the EPA to consider the fact that after hearing
detail ed presentations fromthe EPA and fromthe DEP
an internal review through the environnmental CAG
that the CAGitself as a matter of public record --
"' mnot representing the CAG |'mrepresenting
nyself, but this is all public record fromthe
environnental CAG -- that the discussions after

reviewing all that material were positive towards
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continuing the project. And nobody under CAGis
going to say, | don't think there's anybody here,

that would say, that we don't want to do the whole

| ake. If you've been considering the practi cal
matters and the science at hand, clearly, this is a
good first step. The nood of the CAG | think if you
read fromthe public record, is that basically the
proj ect should go forward.

There was a | ot of expert testinony here
tonight. I'minterested in hearing the responses as
well. But | amcurious as to why all that expert
testinmony wasn't also put into the CAG neeti ngs when
it could have added to the know edge that was
eval uat ed.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Nobody
attends them

MR. GRAYBERG  These are all very public
nmeeti ngs and advertised and all of the information
that cones out of themis all published for the
public. There's really no reason for anybody to shy
away fromit.

Anyway, secondly, speaking as the chair
of the |ake restoration commttee, | want to say
t hanks for the opportunity to have had input into the

restoration plans for the Lakesi de Avenue area, and
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we think that it's going to be a big inprovenent
after the renediation is done and restoration takes
place, we think that it will be an inprovenent and
the | ake restoration conmttee | ooks forward to the
continuation of the project.

Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 21,
pl ease.

MR. LaSALA: Mary Demarco. | know I'm
not going to be able to speak entirely on her behalf,
because she gave ne a |l ot of detail, so | suggested
to her that she submt comments in witing because |
think she had a | ot of good points. Her nane is Mary
Demar co.

One of the points was, in your
presentation you nentioned that the Shoreline
properties were not affected. She's wondering, what
about the properties down past the falls. Also,
where is the public data on that.

Regarding the data that is collected
by -- this is actually off-point fromthe |ake, but
regarding the data fromthe vapor mtigation systens,
fromthe testing that OBrien & Gere does, she said

four tines a year, where is that data, can that be

800-227-8440

Veritext/NJ Reporting Company

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Page 89

made public.

Al so, she wanted to point out that she
applied for a vapor mtigation systemin June of
2010, but did not actually have it installed until
April of 2011. And I think that's very telling as to
how this is such a problem It takes way too | ong,
nmean it was alnost a full year that she had to wait,
wher eas vapor mitigation systens were going up, no
problem during that tine.

Let me make sure | say everything that
she asked ne to say.

She noved to town in 1970, and one of
the things that she saw was the -- there was an
earlier dredging of the | ake and the soil that was
taken fromthat, they used water to keep the dust
from novi ng around and she said that from her
observations, that that was not effective. She can
explain that better and I woul d suggest that you
contact her. You can reach her through
info@lrei.org. You'll find her e-mail on there and
you' Il be able to address those comrents nore
specifically with her.

M. Everett, thank you very nuch.
al so asked that | be able to nake a foll ow up

guesti on because | was very nervous when | got up
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here before, | was very enotional and this has been
difficult and | appreciate you giving ne a second
chance to make additional comments.

The thing about the EPA CAG that really
isn't said in these public neetings, is that in Apri
of last year, there was a division between the
residents and EPA CAG There was a witch hunt that
went on against Lisa Riggiola, to get her off of the
CAG. When that happened, the residents nade a very
definitive statenent that they did not want to attend
t he EPA CAG neeti ngs.

So, with due respect to M. G ayberg,
the reason that a | ot of these people are not at the
EPA CAG neetings is because they're angry at how t hat
CAG was set up, they feel that it was --

(Appl ause.)

They feel that it was done through an
arbiter that's EPA picked, but that the resulting CAG
was not arbitrary, that it does not represent the
real cross-segnment of the population of this town,
that it is too geared toward a very specific
political and financial agenda. And | agree with
t hat personally.

(Appl ause.)

To that end, | would also li ke to state
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that that resident CAG has made several resolutions
that they have presented to the EPA. | have attended
every EPA CAG neeting, because | believe it is ny
duty to do so as a resident wanting to be inforned
about this, and |'ve attenpted to go to as nany

resi dent CAG neetings as | can, but unfortunately
wor k has been conflicting with that.

What | have found is that the EPA itself
calls the resident CAG a stakeholder but is not fully
recognizing them |If they were, then that
i nformati on woul d have been provided to the EPA CAG
In other words, the resolutions that the residents
CAG made up and sent to the EPA CAG woul d have been
addressed at an EPA CAG neeting and everyone seen
t hat happen.

(Appl ause.)

| think that there needs to be an
acknow edgenent that the EPA CAG dropped the ball in
April of last year to sone extent. | understand that
there are sone good things being done, but | think
that there's not enough bei ng done and not enough
that the residents are being included in the
conversati on because of that. It was never fully
addressed. The EPA wasn't present at the neeting.

The residents also called for another
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menber of the CAGto step down, at that point, and
t hat nenber chose not to and the CAG did not choose
to make that an issue. That | think is

unconsci onable. To force one nenber off when
residents stated they did not want that person to
remain i s wong and the EPA has never addressed any
of this.

It is a fundanental flaw in the way that
that CAGis run and | think that there are many good
things that that CAG could be doing that it's not
doi ng because of that communication gap. And so |
ask that you do sonmething to heal that.

As far as the renediation goes, | don't
want to be here in another week dealing with this
problem nuch | ess 20 years fromnow waiting for this
to be cleaned up. It's sinply not the way that |
want ny life to be. W're victins in this town.
We're prisoners in our ow home. W cannot sell our
honmes; we cannot nortgage our hones. W cannot get a
| oan.

( Appl ause.)

|'ve been saying this for three and a
hal f years in public neetings. The tinme has cone,
the polluter nust give a valued protection plan for

the properties, line up the residents who wsh to
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| eave. They did this already, there was precedent
for it in this tow, and it nust happen and we don't
have to wait for the trucks to bring the soil by that
m ght be further contam nating us than the many
decades we have already |ived here being
contam nated. Enough already. The only way this
ends is if we litigate them That's the only way
t hey have ever done business with us. Jack Sinsiner
was able to do negotiati ons beyond that, however, the
person that he spoke to at DuPont was fired
I medi ately after Jack Sinsinmer was no | onger there.
So, we're not getting the sane | evel of
negotiation with this polluter that we used to get.
And we nust put their feet to the fire. It is tine
for themto pony up and pay the residents of this
town for their suffering. | don't nean that we
shoul d have to go through a 10-year l|lawsuit for that
to happen, | think they should be responsible norally
to the people of this towmn. You want to take 10
years to clean the | ake up, fine, but I don't have to
live there while it happens if I don't want to. If |
do, then |I should be conpletely and utterly protected
in that process. That is not happening under this
current system it's just not happening. That nust

be addressed.
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So, if you're going to clean up the 26
and a half acres of the | ake, fine, but you have to
address the other nine-tenths of the | ake that aren't
bei ng done. And you have to protect the residents in
the neantinme and they are by no neans fully protected
under this, by no neans.

Last thing | want to say is about air
pol [ ution. Because Lisa Jackson was on TV in
Novenber, being interviewed, and said that one of the
| eadi ng causes of premature death in this country is
air pollution, that it is illegal for a conpany to
pollute a towmn downw nd, and yet that's exactly
what's happening in Ponpton Lakes. Vapors fromthe
vapor mtigation systens are going up and we're being
told it's okay to breathe the air in here and the
reason i s because the pollution is noving on.
According to the laws of this country and the EPA s
own tenets, that's not right.

So why is it being allowed in this

situation? There has to be a better answer than

what's going on here. In the neantine, we're stil
living wwth it, it's still not fully addressed, there
are still hones that don't have systens and it's

just -- there's too much. W're stressed to the max.

You know where the cancer and the depression and the
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neur ol ogi cal disorders are going to conme fron? Not
just the pollutants but the stress. It has to
lighten up. Polluter nust be brought to the table

wi thout their ability to sonehow nake this a
propaganda statenent for the press, to say we've been
doing this for so long, we put all this noney into
it. Nonsense.

We' re payi ng overwhel m ng property taxes
in this town while that polluter takes a free ride.
They pay next to nothing conpared to what we pay. |
did a very specific letter in Trenton, stating what
that differentiation was, and frankly, | don't have
the figures in front of me at the nonment, but they
pay | ess than a quarter of what the average resident
pays. Just for the property; not the house, just for
the property. They're an industry, they should be
payi ng nore than we pay fully, but they're paying
| ess than a quarter. That's unconscionable. You
know where the noney should cone fron? Fromthem
because they have the deep pockets, they should be
payi ng our taxes while we're living on contam nated
| and.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Yep, exactly.

(Appl ause.)
MR. LaSALA: They commtted an
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environnental crime, and | said this before, we're
having themdo the test, it's |like having the rapi st
do the rape kit. Enough already. Bring this
polluter to the table and tell themwhat they nust do
for the residents of Ponpton Lakes.

( Appl ause.)

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 22.

MR, KEQUGH: M nane is M chael Keough.

|'ve been in Ponpton Lakes since 1967, nyself. |

believe in going to all the neetings. | don't
believe in the original CAG | nade that very, very
clear and they stonewalled ne. But | still do go
there and | still do listen to what you say because |

want the information. There's a reason why the other
one split, it's just a travesty the way it was nade
to stop the squeaki ng wheel .

Anyhow, in 1988, | cane to the first
meeting here. W' ve been told, tine and tine again
by DuPont, you know, they're basically the judge, the
people are the jury. The jury has been out since the
1980s, but the jury is not being listened to. The
majority of those people, which I'"mcalling the jury,
toni ght, said sonething and nade a prof ound

statenent. Most of them believe in the Superfund.
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| had a petition, which is still online,
which | started in early 2010. There's a new
petition that's got 8,000 people, but mne was nostly
peopl e in Ponpton Lakes and a few experts. Al of
the CCPL, all of the PLREI. The expert, M. Chapin,
| think he signed it, Bob Spiegel signed it, on and
on and on, for an independent federal investigation
I n Ponpton Lakes. | still believe, whol eheartedly,
even nore that we need that. And before that's done
and thoroughly done, | don't believe we're really
going to get true justice.

Per haps because half that | ake is Wayne,
the can of worns of liability doesn't want to be
opened to Wayne Townshi p, but on top of that, right
now, if you open up and start stirring up and they
say they are going to contain it and all that, |
beli eve Wayne is going to end up getting involved in
one way, shape, or form They're not going to want
to, but sonehow they're going to.

So, when | first brought up the Acid
Brook, the |ead/ nmercury back in 2008, when you had
your first neeting over at Carnevale Center, | was
treated |i ke, oh, that nut doesn't know what he's
tal king about. | was told by our own environnental

agent that the lead/nercury is too heavy to go over
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there to the Acid Brook. | went to Lakesi de School,
by the way, went to Ponpton Lakes High. |'ve been
here a long tine. | don't believe it's only the

people in the plunme that are affected by this, it's
all of Ponpton Lakes and in many ways.

( Appl ause.)

Just the fact that it's going over to
the | ake, all of Ponpton Lakes has to deal with that
| ake, people go to Lakeside School, people that go to
the high school, on and on and on. | also
I nteracted, since | was 10 years old, around the Acid
Brook, with people that lived in the plume right by
DuPont, went over to DuPont properties, | wal ked all
over it, soit's all of Ponpton Lakes that this
affects. And we keep hearing about nodification,
keep hearing about rule by rule and the peopl e have
to beat their heads against the wall com ng out and
speaking and then it always ends up, it seens to ne,
t hat sonewhere throughout the scenes it gets put on
t he back burner and DuPont ends up -- or people |like
DuPont, all the noney, all the influence and all the
control they have, they end up getting their way in
some shape or form W have not had the progress
that we should have. W've been through Chinese

torture since 1988.
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When | put out ny petition, | said,
let's get the investigation and find out and let the
chips fall where they may and find out if we should
go Superfund. | strongly believe, right now, and I'm
not expert eval uation, sonme people say stigma and all
this stuff, we won't have stigna. W need that
Super fund, we need what goes with it, just |ike what
they did the wwth the Gowanus Canal over in Brooklyn
and they're getting noney, | believe, going after 20
polluters. They're there and the person that said
there's got to be an orphan site, that's totally
untrue. M. Mitlin (phonetic,) in R ngwood, | spoke
to himand he said that's totally untrue. |If there's
a responsible party, we go after themto get themto
pay. You don't take themto court. You ask them
will you pay? You are probably very famliar with
t he Gowanus Canal in Brooklyn. That's Superfund now.
There's been a lot of things go on, a |ot of coverups
goi ng on over the years over there and | believe
there's been a | ot of coverups in every place this
t hi ng happens. W need a federal, independent
i nvestigation and we need it now.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 23.
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MR LEICH M nane is Donald Leich,
L-E-1-CH |I'ma resident of Wayne. | work as a
sof tware devel oper for products that does fluid fl ow
analysis and |'ve | earned enough fromthe physicists
| work with, that you introduce a |arge vol une of
fluid at a high velocity into a space, it will create
turbul ence. Every tinme we have a massive flood up
here, we're creating a trenendous anount of
turbulence in the lake that's stirring up sedi nents.
To believe that the contam nation is restricted to a
smal | area of the | ake, such as 26 acres, is patently
ridi cul ous.

( Appl ause.)

The entire | ake needs to be tested. M
own practical concern, being a citizen of Wayne, is
the flooding that we get downstream Soneone poi nted
out earlier that the fl oodgates open fromthe bottom
where the contam nants will settle. W want to see
testing downstreamin Wayne.

One of the people I"'msitting with,
underneath his house in the Ri verview section, every
time it floods, he's out there afterwards repl acing
the insulation, crawing around on the ground. |
want to know if there's nmercury and | ead exposure

there in the communiti es downstream that are fl ooded.
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Seem ngly, every tine there's a heavy rain, we're
getting an epic flood now.

The col | usi on between the governnent
agenci es and industry has been going on for too |ong.
You guys are the new EPA, we want to see you do the
right thing by this community and to clean up the
whol e | ake.

(Appl ause.)

W want to see it done right. W don't
want to see it |ike the Ford cleanup in Mahwah where
they had to close the Superfund site and then had to
reopen it because they found that it wasn't cleaned
up. There were just trying to cover their tracks,
mnimze their exposure. |It's too late for that, we
don't want to see that anynore. W have to clean
this nmess up.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 24,
pl ease.

MR. LOVBARDO. My nane is Richard
Lonbar do, Ponpton Lakes resident. Been in town for
over 26 years.

Couple of things. First of all, |

understand that, you know, | want to neke this clear
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that the residents do not, wll not, honor the EPA
CAG okay? Because they did not do the right thing
by us, they did not set up the proposal that we were
told initially and I'mjust being told that M.
Maybury is the head of the Ponpton Lakes restoration.
Wth all due respect, M. Mybury, who died and nade
you the head? W don't even know, we never el ected
him W don't want one person making deci sions for
all of us inthis town. That's what the original

I ntent was behind the CAG Not so people can be

el ected and we don't know who the hell and when the
hell he was el ected. Ckay?

That's nunber one.

Nunber two is, the last tine they were
di ggi ng down at the | ake, okay, they were down there
wor ki ng and they were digging creek deep that week,

t hey stopped on a Friday. Saturday norning, we had
14, 000, maybe nore, dead fish floating on the | ake,
of all different kinds. Ckay?

I'"'mvery confused. W have, | think
mayor and council setting up a recreational commttee
for the | ake, but we can't swmin it but we can
drink it. You can't swmin it but you can drink it.
When you dilute it a little bit. So is dilution the

solution to pollution? |Is that what it's going to
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be? Because it's unacceptable how you cannot swmin
it, and then, at the sane tine, sell it as part of
the drinking water. |It's unbelievable.

There are a |lot of people, with this bad
econony now, there are a |lot of people -- just for
the record, the mayor has never supported the people
here as far as | feel.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: She j ust
| eft.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LOVBARDO Al right. So when they
stopped, we had all these dead fish floating around.
| called up M. Merrill, our environnmental officer,
who said that by | ooking at the water he determ ned
that there was -- the oxidation | evels were okay and
there was no introduction of pollutants into the
wat er .

We want an environnental officer who is
certified, know edgeabl e, and neutral, not sone
DuPont shill over here. W deserve better.

( Appl ause.)

That's just the start.

Second of all -- not second of all, but
you made a deal apparently, that either DuPont w ||

only clean up a small portion of the | ake. What
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deal ? We don't know of any deal. W never approved
of that. And if the rest of the lake is not that
bad, then it will be that nuch easier to clean up.
But for sone reason, DuPont's contam nation al ways
stays in one spot, one spot, either tal king about the
pl ume, whi ch has expanded several tines over the
years, or you're tal king about the |ake. 1It's the
only contam nation that doesn't nove, for sone
strange reason.

If you're going to go ahead and honor
t hat backroom deal that the residents and the public

were excluded from if you' re going to go ahead and

do that, then let's call it a partial |ake
restoration, let's not call it a |ake restoration.
Let's not call it sonmething that it's not, let's just
call it a partial |ake restoration.

Now, we want all the sedi ment tested.
Not just for |lead and nercury, we want it tested for
a full spectrumof chem cal testing including any
radi oactive materials. W've been asking about
radi oactive materials, that nay be enmanating fromthe
site, for at |east four years now and have never
gotten any kind of definitive answer back fromthe
governnent. We want answers and we want them now.

They cannot transport water, so they're
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going to |ift the sedinent, they are going to extract
the water, the nercury-laden water fromthe sedi nent.
The sedinment will be taken care of, and what happens
to the water? What happens to all that juice, that
contam nated juice? Were does it go, back into the
| ake? What's the plan for that? W don't know.

You know, | ast but not |east, we want to
keep in mind that that |lake still has reservoir
status. Wiile the Passaic Valley Water Conm ssion
doesn't seemto take an interest, it's really beyond
us. How it could be safe to drink on one end and not
safe for swmmng on the other end is just amazing,
absol utely amazi ng.

And this is all the reason why we're
here and we fully demand that we go Superfund now.
Let's cut the nonsense out. W're not here to fight
wi th DuPont, that's not what we're here about, we're

here to get things done right, get them done right in

the first place. It's nore cost-effective that way,
DuPont .

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 25.
We'll just go to 26 then.
MR. COLLINS: Good evening, Ariel,
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Adol ph. Thank you for giving nme this opportunity to
address the EPA regarding this matter. |'ma new kid
in town. | just started working here a coupl e weeks
ago. M nane is Ken Collins, from Andover, New
Jersey. | just started working in town a couple of
weeks ago and | found out what's going on here and

t hese EPA hearings are few and far between so |
wanted to conme down and get a feel for what's going
on.

And your plan is conpletely inadequate.
You're asking -- you're presenting this dirty
bat hr oom and proposing to clean it up by just
scouring around the edge of the toilet bow. That's
just not going to do it, you got to clean the whole
bat hroom okay? The toilet bowl, a clean rimon the
toilet bow, is not going to work.

So you've got to clean the whole, you
got to clean the source of the pollution, you can't
just conme in here and clean this little area,
one-tenth of the |ake and then expect it not to get
recontam nated. You'll have to cone back and do the
same job all over again. That's just stupid.

So, the EPA needs to stand up and be the
Environnental Protection Agency and stop being the

pol lution permtting agency. You know, this has gone
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on long enough. Thirty years? That's ridiculous. |
mean, when are you going to put a stopto it? You're
dividing this conmmunity up into factions that are
fighting each other and arguing with the mayor and
the mayor is walking out in the mddle of this
neeting. How absurd is that? The mayor just |eft
the nost inportant event in this town in 30 years.

(Appl ause.)

| don't get it. Unless the mayor is in
soneone's pocket and she doesn't want to hear what
the community feels, all right?

It's up to you to take this nonster by
the horns and get control of it. 'Cause you owe it
to this community. You work for us, all right? This
comunity should not be divided like this. It's a
beauti ful comunity of people who |ove the town and
t he environnment and each other and they have a | ot of
pride in this town and you' re denolishing that by not
taking this matter by the horns.

You' ve got to put this under Superfund,
you' ve got to stop letting DuPont call any shots.
It's absurd, it's ridiculous, and you've got to put
this under Superfund. It's you, it's your job, you
have to do this.

You're letting these people fight each
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ot her and bi cker and avoid each ot her when they go
into the parking lot at the supermarket and it's just
stupid and you're responsi ble for what's happening in
this community and you're responsi ble for ending the
division in this conmunity and bringi ng them together
by doi ng what's right.

This is sinple, it's right and wong.
We all know the difference between right and w ong,
It's very sinple. You know it right here (gestures.)
We all know that the poisoning of this comunity was
wrong, and to nmake it right, you guys have to nmake
DuPont get the poison out. That's the first step.
Not a little bit of the poison and you can't cone in
here and present sone plan that says this is how
we're going to clean the toilet bow. You have to
come in wwth a plan that says this is how we're going
to clean up this whole nmessy bathroomfromtop to
bottom and we're going to start at the top so the
dirt won't conme down to the bottomby the tinme we get
to the bottom we're going to clean the whol e thing.
This is our plan. You can't just conme in here and
go, this is the plan for cleaning the rimon the
toilet bow. [It's not enough, it's insufficient, and
you' re not doing your job by comng in with a plan

| i ke that and you're not doing right by this
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comunity. You got to do what's right by this
community. It's your job.

Thanks, Ariel. Thanks, Adol ph.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: 27, please --

MR. COLLINS: |I'msorry, one nore thing.
| alnmost forgot. | canme in early so | could get al
your paperwork and | gave nyself a priner on this
whol e thing over the |ast few days and read all your
stuff that was online. And | read this whole thing
and this is really disturbing.

I f you people did not read this when you
came in, this is on Page 7 and it's Section D
Sedi rents at Two Lower Ramapo River Channel Areas.

“During the renedial investigation
mercury delineation studies, sedinents in two | ower
Ramapo Ri ver channel areas upstream of the damwth
el evated nercury detections were identified for
potential inclusion in the renediation area targeted
for sedinent renoval. One area is |ocated on the
northern side of an island, and the other area is
| ocat ed adj acent to the western shore at the
begi nni ng of the channel."

Are you |istening?

"However, after further delineation

sanpling in the spring of 2010, we no |onger believe
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that the renoval of the sedinents at the two areas is
needed to neet the qualitative Renedial Action
bj ectives described in Section VI below The areas
either exhibit |low nercury concentration or are
overl ain by several feet of non-inpacted sedi nent.
W expect these conditions will be naintained or
i mproved follow ng inplenmentation of the sel ected
remedi es and re-establishnment of normal flow
conditions over tine."

So, what they're saying is that we found
mercury and we're just going to leave it there. |Is
t hat okay? No. Clean all of the nmercury, don't cone
in here and tell these people you're just going to
| eave contam nation there because it's deep enough
under dirt. Sedinment is called sedinent because it
mgrates to where it is and it mgrates fromthere to
somewhere else and it carries the contam nants with
It wherever it goes. That is the nature of sedinent.
You're going to | eave nercury there? Cone on.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 27.

MR. MEAKEM Good evening. Ed Meakem
60 Howard Street, Ponpton Lakes, New Jersey.

|'m here to express nmy concerns about

the partial cleanup of Ponpton Lake as it's
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presented. You all know that many areas of the | ake
that are in need of renedi ation are outside the
proposed 26 acres. There are areas of contam nation
outside the work plan that are just as contam nated
I f not nore contam nated. All research that's been
done on this project, that includes flow studies,
mappi ng, testing, interpretation, have all been
provi ded for years by the DuPont Corporation. The
failure of the DEP or the EPA, over the last 30
years, to require DuPont to fund such docunents by an
I ndependent person, is a major failure and an
environnmental injustice to the people of Ponpton
Lakes and all comrunities south of Ponpton Lakes as
wel | .

There are nunerous fatal flaws, as Ray
said before, in the proposed work plan. | can't

bel i eve we're working on these docunents and cane up

with the same word. |'mnot an environnenta
engi neer, |I'mjust a person that suffered for the
| ast 29 years, |ived through the Acid Brook cleanup,

wat ch nmy children have to be in special education for
| ead contam nation and | ead poisoning. | watched 60
percent of the community that |ived on the Acid Brook
Delta area and the Acid Brook require special help in

mat h and education and it just got turned to a blind
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eye by the admnistration in this town.

There's been no environnental inpact
assessnent produced by anyone after 100 years of
chroni c discharge of nmultiple contam nants that stil
continue to mgrate directly into Ponpton Lakes
today. Not one fact of evidence has been supplied to
t he peopl e of Ponpton Lakes, that the nmercury in the
area i s outside of the 26 acres of the proposed
cl eanup area has cone from anywhere el se besi des
DuPont. | want a witten, proven docunent, produced
by the EPA, that shows ne where this background
contam nation cane fromjust as soneone el se
ment i oned bef ore.

The only claimthat it came fromair, to
me holds no nerit except for the fact that past
practices of burning explosives on the 570-acre site
were sure to contamnate the air along with the
surroundi ng |l and wi thin our borough. Has the sanples
of mercury, l|ocated outside the 26 acres, been tested
for its chem cal nakeup to prove beyond a scientific
doubt that it was not deposited during the past
operational practices of the DuPont plant?

I ncl uding, but not limted to, the historic expl osion
of 1913 that blew the doors off of hones in

West chest er, New YorKk.
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So when a person made a comment before,
that they weren't using this side of the area, |'m
sorry to say that there was doors blown off their
hi nges and wi ndows bl own out way up into New York
State during the explosion in 1913 when the
nitroglycerin plant blew up, in Wanaque, New Jersey,
that was owned by DuPont. |'msure that spread a
little chem cals around here.

And i ncl uding the expl osion of 1913 and
the direct discharge to the Acid Brook. No natura
resource damage assessnent has ever been applied for,
for the damage to our environnment of the | ake and
many ot her areas of concern in the Borough of Ponpton
Lakes, that have yet to be uncovered or reveal ed.

And when | say revealed, a lot of new things cone out
constantly in this comunity, that we find out, that
aren't told to us by the agencies until after they

di scuss it with DuPont.

We know nercury continues to mgrate off
the site, along the Wanaque River, because | have it
on vi deo where Dave Epps says it and M. Kl uesner
standing in the background when | taped. So if it
m grates al ong the Wanaque Ri ver, south to our
bor ough where all our playing fields are for our

children and all our recreational facilities are, are
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you going to cone back and tell us, in 10-to-20
years, that the nmercury in other areas of the river
are from sonewhere el se al so?

Yes, there was a press rel ease that
dealt with an actual resource danage assessnent in
2005. It was a great snoke-and-mrrors operation by
the DEP and in Ponpton Lakes we got 70 acres of | and,
contam nated | and, that wasn't in the press rel ease,
that was given to the State of New Jersey, located in
t he Borough of Wanaque, with no public comments or
participation. The sane deal was done all over the
State of New Jersey, between DuPont and the DEP,
where ot her communities were offered and given
contam nated | ands across the street.

Do you call that environnmental justice?
| don't, I call it fraud. Okay? And it's not fair
to the people of this community, who break their
backs everyday at work, a blue-collar working town,
who dedicate their time to their children and friends
and fam |y, when the RCRA program says it's supposed
to take the programfromthe cradle to the grave in
Ponmpt on Lakes, it takes the people fromthe cradle to
the grave. And it's not fair to us. W need your
oversight in this project and we need it now.

As the Natural Resource Damage claim |
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was surprised to find out that that |and was
contam nated too, although the press release fromthe
DEP said it was open, pristine |land, that the people
could use from2005. 1In 2008, | went up there; it
was fenced in with an 8-foot fence. Only to find out
it was contam nated with arsenic and | ead. Wnder
where that | ead cane fromon the top of the nountain?

As far as | know, when there's nercury
and |l ead on the top of a nountain and you have
bedrock, when it rains, and we have fl ood probl ens
and we are a recharge area, you can only guarantee
it's going in one place, it's either going in the
runoff or it's going in the ground.

| call it a giant injustice and a
failure of the agencies that were charged to protect
us. |In our case, it's looking nore |ike you're
protecting the polluter's best interests. |In Ponpton
Lakes, where over 1, 300-to-1,400 of our residents,
and over 436 hones, were breathing toxic chem cals,
DCE, PCE, and a host of 60 nore chemcals, if not
nore than that, for decades, when the informati on was
bei ng wi thhel d by DuPont, the DEP and the EPA, for
many years.

And | bring that up because we all know

t hat you knew about it in 2001 and our poor people
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had to suffer until 2008 and before with no
I nformati on whatsoever. Sone still suffer today.
And their risk was exposure to cancer-causi ng
chemcals and I'd like you to reference the
departnent of health information on the Ponpton Lakes
cancer studi es and cancer information.
W want a full cleanup of the entire
| ake that will protect the environnental integrity of
the future of our borough. The sole source water
supplies that mgrate through our borough have been
i mpai red by the DuPont conpany. Just as the one CEA
area that we know of, our waterways are a sol e-source
aqui fer and we were supposed to be in the Hi ghlands
Pl anni ng Area, which is just bel ow the Hi ghl ands
Protection Area, which was one of the strongest acts
to protect water, and this conpany damaged the nost
water in North Jersey and our |ast natural resource.
We deserve and demand a cl eanup that
shoul d require no mai ntenance by the DuPont conpany
after conpletion. W rk grant proposed requires
mai nt enance on a public waterway for many years to
come. It fails to address nercury and ot her heavy
nmetal chem cals because sone are bel ow today's action
| evel standards.

| want to stop there for a second.
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Today's action |evel standards may be much nore
stringent in the future. Because standards for
groundwat er contam nation were |l ess stringent in 2000
and 1998, and | ook what we have today. You need to
protect us and you need to protect us now. |If they
dunp it, they clean it up. Wether it's below a
cl eanup standard or above a cl eanup standard, if it
was used on that property, | want it renoved.

(Appl ause.)

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: In the
i nterest of tine, we have --

MR. MEAKEM | amgoing to finish what
got to say.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: |If | may, we
have five nore residents --

MR MEAKEM ['mtelling you right now,
I"mgoing to finish what | have to say, sir.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: W ask you to
be sensitive to the tine.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESI AS: |'ve been
advi sed that we have to return the facility in 10
m nut es.

MR. MEAKEM Yet still known to have
di scharged chem cals that were delivered into areas

outsi de the proposed 26 acres, it's far too obvious
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that the work plan falls short and has fatal fl aws.
It's a blatant m stake by the DEP and the EPA to
accept it inits present form

I don't want to stop the project from
bei ng cl eaned up, but | want a full cleanup. | am
here tonight to ask you in an effort to fully protect
t he peopl e of Ponpton Lakes, its ecosystem in the
name of environnental justice, and the future
property values of our community. Any permt
nodi fication shall require a full cleanup of Ponpton
Lakes, not 26 acres, renoval of contam nation for
Ponpt on Lake known to be used or discharged by the
DuPont plant in the past practices of em ssions and
any other materials disposed of by the environnment by
t he DuPont site.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESIAS: W have five
nore residents that are registered in speaking. W
have to return the facilities in 10 m nutes. W
woul d ask for your cooperation. W have short tines.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 28.

M5. MARTENS: My nane is Helen Martens.
|"'ma resident of Ponpton Lakes. |'ve been living

here for 35 years. Wen | noved in this town, the
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| ake was beautiful, the people were fishing, and
boati ng, and swimm ng and all that recreation.

Little did I know, ny son was fishing off that bridge
and catching fish, that now we find out was poll uted
and that was dangerous to be eating or even playing
with the | ake, okay?

In the nmeantine, I'mliving on the
plunme. And we haven't seen anything really being
done except the mtigation system which a lot of the
resi dents have been waiting for a long tine for the
private contractors to be allowed to put the systens
I n.

| can't believe that this commttee
sitting here and speaki ng about cleaning up the | ake,
If you're going to clean the | ake up, clean the whol e
| ake up, clean DuPont first, and clean the residents,
then clean the | ake, but do the whol e darn job.

Don't put a Band-aid on it.

As M. Grayberg said, let themdo this
part of the | ake? Why? So that we can be di srupted
agai n and have trucks comng in and out of here and
all the inconveniences that go on, to have them cone
back and do a job they should have done right from
t he begi nning. They have not done anything right,

t hey have done little pieces of Band-aids here and
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there to try to appease everybody, but in the
meantinme, they're playing the gane.

And it's tinme for themto stop. W want
a Superfund site here. | don't know what -- | don't
understand, we need to get Superfund in here and get
this cleaned up. Because |like so many ot her
residents, we're paying high taxes to live on a
pol | uted property, to be sick.

| amin remssion fromcancer. | don't
know if it's fromhere, but | |live every day in fear.
Me and ny husband have to work until the day we die
because we can't afford to sell our hones. Nobody
will buy the hones. And nobody will refinance the
homes. |Is this the way to have to live? This is not
how I figured ny life to be.

And | think it's appalling that our town
Is formng a conmttee, which | have spoke about at
the town neetings, at council neetings, about
redevel opi ng DuPont property. W can't even figure
out how to clean the dammed property up and t hey want
to redevelop it. They want to make it wndmlls or
sonmet hing so they don't have to clean it up to the
standard that it should be.

So, in the neantinme, we can continuously

be polluted and have these things running through and
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under neat h our grounds and out to the |ake that they
want to do two-thirds of the cleanup.

| think this is just ridiculous and I
want to know, what nore does it take to get the
peopl e to understand, we need Superfund, that's what
we need. And that other environnmental CAG nobody
attends. |If they have 10 people, it's a lot. Qur
comuni ty advi sory group have 30-to-40 people, but
yet the EPA and that barely attends. Qur councils
don't even attend. | think it's ridiculous. They
don't want to know what we want, they want to do what
t hey want and they have done that for 30 years, if
not longer, and I'mtired of it, I amsick of it. W
need sonet hing done now, not l|later, now. W have
wai t ed | ong enough.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: 29, pl ease.

M5. KAMP: |'ve lost all ny audi ence,
but nmy nane is Darcy Kanp. | live at 36 Orchard
Street, beautiful, polluted Ponpton Lakes.

Now, | say that all the tinme at the
mayor and council, but the mayor, she told nme I'm
being nmean to the residents by saying it's poll uted.
| said that she's entitled to her opinion, |I'm

entitled to mne. |It's beautiful and it's poll uted.
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As a two-time cancer survivor, |'m
appal l ed at the progress that DuPont is taking in
getting this done, this toxic nightmare, and it is.
We've got to get this ness cleaned up as soon as
possi ble and the only way to be able to do it is to
have a Superfund. People are dying and we need to
get this taken care of as soon as possible.

As a two-time survivor, | know the third
time is a charm | want to get out of here before it
gets to that. | can't refinance ny hone. | owe
130,000 on nmy hone. Not a |lot of nobney on a
five-bedroom three-bathroomhouse on the |ake. |'ve
had a mtigation system put on, took over a year to
do it, by a private contractor. Wth ny house, | owe
130 and |'ve been turned down by five financi al
Institutions due to lack of collateral. So that
tells me ny house is not worth $130,000. 1've hired
a tax appeal conpany, which the mayor herself has
recommended that | hire, little knowmn to her that she
knew that | already had hired hi mbut she suggested |
use this conpany due to tax appeal. Because | pay
al rost $13,000 a year in property taxes for a house
that's contanmi nated, that is worthless. | w |l
continue this tax appeal, but | don't see it

happeni ng because, like |I said, ny house is
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wort hl ess. Nobody can buy it because they can't get
a clean EPA certificate on it and | can't refinance
it for the sanme reason

We need to clean the site up, the whole
site, before we start dredging the | ake and cl eani ng
the | ake, or should | say, alittle bit of the I|ake.
Once the cl eanup gets done, then we can think about
the | ake. You know what, the sooner that cleanup
gets done, the sooner | can get the heck out of town.

| know the mayor would | ove to see ne
gone, because she doesn't like to see nme show ng up
at her council neetings, but until we get the backing
of the mayor and council, this is never going to get
done. W need to leave it up to you guys, we need to
have DuPont be account abl e.

Ms. Kent said that they are going to
| eave in the m ddl e because of financial. | think
that a couple weeks, I'msure, I'"'mgoing to see the
DuPont cash running around the Daytona 500. They
have mllions of dollars and we don't need to worry
about that.

Thank you. Get it done.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 30.

MR. SHIMVEL: My nane is Jerry Shimrel.

If there's anyone here who can't hear ne, please
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rai se your hand. | do not live in Ponpton Lakes, |
| ive downstream My drinking water conmes from guess
wher e?

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: Qur | ake.

MR, SH MVEL: Well, I'mnot here --
that's one aside. |I'mnot here to address the EPA,
|'"'m here to address you people. | did not intend to

speak when | got here. After hearing what everyone
had to say, | realized there was sonething |I had to
put forth.

' m passi onat e about certain things.
I"'ma Vietnam Veteran. | suffer froma few -- well,
I"ma lot luckier than nost. But a while back there
was a settl enent between seven conpani es who nade
Agent Orange and the governnent. One of them was
DuPont. Those seven conpanies paid a total of $180
mllion. That sanme year, DuPont's net incone was
$600 mllion, just that one conpany.

| don't like violence, |I don't like to
I nfl ane people, that's not why |I speak, it's just to
give a little perspective on things and | don't want
to hold up anyone else's tine.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 30.
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M5. DEAN. Karen Dean. |'ve been in
Pompton Lakes all ny life in the house | grew up in
and | just want everybody to know that | w sh DuPont
woul d cl ean the whol e | ake up, because that's what
t hey need to do.

But | did attend that neeting when they
had that at the nunicipal building, DuPont, and they
sat in the back of the roomby ne and they left. Do
they actually think we're going to clean this |ake
up? And they just chuckled away. That's our DuPont.
They're not going to help us. W need you to enforce
themto help us.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: No. 32.

MR. I NTINTOLA: |'mactually 31, nunbers
got nessed up. She's 32. Joe Intindola, Jr.,
[-N-T-1-NT-OL-A 32 Wal nut Street, the plune area.

When | first noved into Ponpton Lakes,
back in 2003, |I saw that they were cleaning up the
Wanaque River over by A&P and that was part of the
contam nated area. M understanding is, after they
finished the cl eanup, they never actually cleaned up
t he source that contam nated that area, which was one
of the tunnels where they were doing blasting, which
now has a steel plate over it. They were doing the

cladding in that area. And then the tunnel still has
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not been cl eaned up.

So, basically what you're trying to do
wth the lake is a small part and you're only going
to recontamnate it again. You have hol ding points
in the site and sone of the hol ding points, DuPont
adm tted, they haven't cleaned up. So every tine it
rains, you' d have overflow fromall the way down Acid
Brook, right back into the |ake, bringing nore
cont am nant s.

| don't understand how they can say that
they only have a small portion of | ead and nercury in
that area, when they tested the entire | ake, and when
they tested it, they found hi gher readi ngs just
outside of their borderline that they cut off.

During your cleanup, | would think that
they should do the entire | ake regardl ess. Because,
fromny understanding froma di scussion point with
sonmebody in the DEP during one of the neetings, that
the reason they want to clean the delta is that
there's a |large pool of nercury, approximately 20
feet bel ow the surface, which is bel ow the | akebed.
To reach that area, you' d have to break the | akebed,
which is clay. After you break that, now you're
going into soil. After you renpove that, what's going

to come up is nore contam nation. And during the
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time the prior resident said that when they were
doing core sanpling in the | ake, a few days later, a
| ot of fish died and it was bl amed, so-called bl anmed,
for bacteria. But the interesting thing was, back in
the ' 80s, when DuPont did core sanpling, two, three
days later the exact sanme thing happened again. And
that was froma resident who was in Ponpton Lakes
since 1981. He renenbered the exact sanme thing, fish
were floating on the |ake shortly after they did the
core sanpling. |If you punch a hole 3-to0-4 inches in
di aneter, up to 30 feet, and you take out the core
tool, you have an open hole, 20, 30 feet deep, and if
there's contam nation down there, aquifer pressure is
going to push it right up into the |ake.

There was a resident making a conment in
reference to it's not the | ead and nercury causi ng no
swnmmng, it's the bacteria in the water. Mybe the
| ead and the nercury is throwng off the ecosystemin
the | ake, that will cause that type of atnosphere.

When you do a cl eanup, the issue that
the trucks were going to be leaving the site and
there's no direction on where they're supposed to go.
In prior experience, 'cause |I've worked on an EPA
site before, because | worked for an EPA conpany back

in the '90s, the trucks have to be washed down before
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t hey even go out on the road. And people who do that
are fully-suited HAZMAT teans.

Now, how can you guarantee that you
don't have anything tracked off on the tires? Even
t hough you wash the truck, the sedinent still goes.
| think if you tend to nove forward and cl ean the
| ake, it should be the whole | ake, but any roadway
t hat these trucks are on, should be covered while the
trucks are going out through the town so that people
in the town don't have to get further contam nation.

The houses that face the | ake, as
they're doing this cleanup, you' re going to have
ai rborne novenent. Those peopl e should be noved out
and those houses should be covered up and their
property covered up.

There's a school directly next to the
area that they want to clean. They play sports in
that field directly next to the |ake. That whole
area shoul d be covered up and maybe students should
be renoved fromthat school and bused or brought to
anot her school during the cleanup.

A MEMBER OF THE AUDI ENCE: This is
over --

MR. | NTINDOLA: Wth shore novenent, any

sedinent in the | ake, as M ke nmentioned before, the
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design of the floodgates, they open fromthe bottom
because if there's nechanical failure, they can use
the force of the water to shut the gate. But in the
past, it happened nore than once already, tree |inbs
hang over the gates so water keeps |eaving the |ake
and causes a current on the bottom of the | ake.

W had two residents, Steve G ayberg and
John Soojian, they're on the EPA CAG There's also a
third nmenber on that CAG and when the EPA forned two
CAGs, one a health CAG and one an EPA CAG A
facilitator was for each CAG One of the
facilitators came forward and went on record and
stated that the mayor approached the facilitator with
a list of nanes and asked those people to be put on
that particular CAG

In the EPA environnental CAG | find it
an extreme conflict of interest, that both gentl enen,
Steve Grayberg and John Soojian, that spoke tonight,
for the positive part of the cleanup, they received
noney from DuPont on a nonthly and yearly basis.
Steve Grayberg received a check from DuPont to treat
the | ake. John Soojian, who is president of the CAG
recei ved noney from DuPont. And the chanber of
busi ness commerce, his nane is Art Kaffka, he

receives collection fromDuPont as well. All three
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of these people are on the environnental CAG

You have these people here, and the
peopl e that are not here today, m strusting the
adm nistration of this town. They're |ooking at you
for help. | think the site needs to be inspected and
cl eaned up and nmade a Superfund site.

I n your docunents you listed that there
were particular manufactured products. It one
I nstance, it said copper and shells for anmunition.
What's not on your list, that was made on that site
in the '80s, is they received a contract fromthe
DOD, was arnor-piercing rounds, made out of
uranium 235. It's nicknaned, "cake batter." It's
still buried in one of the tunnels and there's a
person that went into the town tunnel and they al so
have pictures.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR | GLESI AS: We have one
nore resident. W've been given additional tinme for
the use of the room | would ask for your
cooperati on.

MR. INTINDOLA: It is radioactive
material and the two rounds were obtained by a
resi dent who was presently under federal protection,
so it's very real.

Thank you.
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M5. RAY: Hello. M nane is Kinber Ray
and I'mhere wth Edi son Wetl ands Association. |It's,
R-A-Y.

The DuPont facility has operated in the
Ponpton Lakes site for alnpbst the entirety of the
20th Century. In that tinme, we've had numerous
reasons in this country to reeval uate --

(I'nterruption.)

Sonme exanpl es of the problens that we
have had in this country include: The tragic Three
Mle Island instance of the '60s; countless conpanies
carel essly dunping tons of toxic waste into the
environnment; chem cals that poison our nation's
rivers and plains in the '70s; fish too poisoned to
eat and signs across the country telling of
contam nated | ands and the failure of our
corporations and governnent to hold polluters
account abl e for the damage they have inflicted on so
many famlies.

Now, it's a new century, yet the people
of Ponpton Lakes are still suffering. W have seen
what devastation can be weaked by toxic
contam nation in our nation, in the Garden State, and
right here in Ponpton Lakes. W know better now and

It's unacceptable for corporate irresponsibility to
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conti nue unchecked. The tine of ignorance regarding
environnental pollution is over. Wen will the tine
of polluters being allowed to shirk their
responsibility also be over?

You can't wite off the real and valid
concerns of the community here. They're carrying the
physi cal and psychol ogi cal burden of this
contam nated site every day and there's sonething
fundanentally wong with extensive influence which
has been granted in this cleanup process.

Sanpling that the DuPont tests are using
to evaluate the site are questionable at best. For
exanpl e, the sedi nent sanples that were used are from
before Hurricaine Irene and yet the people know t hat
this town was conpletely flooded after that and so it
doesn't make sense for the sanples to still be from
that tinme period when they woul d have noved around by
this point. It's time to end backroom deal i ngs and
hol d DuPont accountable for cleaning up their ness.

HEARI NG OFFI CER EVERETT: Thank you very
much. Once again, | want to thank everyone for
comng to this hearing.

Just as a rem nder, the public coment
period ends January 13th. |If you have any comments

toni ght, on one of the cards, please see one of the
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EPA people here, we'll take them but also you stil
have opportunity to submt witten conmments, either
by e-mail or have them postmarked, and you have the
i nformation on the flier that you were given. Again,
there will be a transcript of this hearing and there
will be a response as well.

(Proceedi ngs adj ourned.)

(Time noted: 10:45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JOANNE M OPPERMANN, a Certified
Court Reporter and Notary Public of the State of New
Jersey, do hereby state that the foregoing is a true
and accurate transcript of ny stenographic notes of

the wthin proceedings, to the best of ny ability.

JOANNE M OPPERMANN, C.C. R
Li cense No. Xl 01435
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